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New $46m poultry plant
to serve farmers in
N.S., P.E.I.

KENTVILLE, N.S. — A $46-
million poultry processing
plant is planned for the Annap-
olis Valley of Nova Scotia.

The Kentville plant will be
jointly owned by Maple Lodge
Farms and farmers from Nova
Scotia and Prince Edward Is-
land.

Maple Lodge chief executive
Michael Burrows says the oper-
ation will ensure the long-term
viability of the poultry process-
ing industry in Nova Scotia.

The new plant in the Kent-
ville Industrial Park is expect-
ed to be up and running by the
spring of 2012. The facility will
process chickens and turkeys.

The need for a new plant
resulted from the closure of
the Maple Leaf Foods plant in
Canard, N.S., in 2007. The clo-
sure left about 45 per cent of
the provinces’ chicken farmers
without a processing plant.

Maple Lodge Farms has two
Canadian primary poultry
processing operations: Maple
Lodge Farms in Brampton,
Ont., and Nadeau Poultry Farm
in St. Francois, N.B.

Zumiez abandons
pursuit of West 49

BURLINGTON, Ont. — Ca-
nadian sportswear firm West
49 Inc. says an American sports
apparel retailer is abandoning
its pursuit of the company.

Zumiez Inc., a U.S-based
action sports retailer, says it
has not been able to reach an
agreement over the due dili-
gence process.

The move comes about a
week after West 49 said Zumiez
was prepared to make an offer,
subject to a satisfactory dili-
gence review.

The offer from Zumiez was
expected to rival a $99 mil-
lion friendly takeover offer by
Australia’s Billabong Interna-
tional.

Yamaha offers electric
US$2,700 scooters for
green-minded
consumers

TOKYO — Yamaha is target-
ing fashionable green-minded
consumers with a new electric
scooter designed for short city
commutes.

The US$2,700 “smart mini-
mal commuter” EC-03, un-
veiled Wednesday, is zero-
emission and super-quiet.

The Japanese motorcycle
maker says that makes it a con-
venient vehicle for late-night
city driving. Yamaha says the
EC-03’s top cruising range on a
single charge is technically 43
kilometres, but in regular con-
ditions, the figure is closer to
25 kilometres.

The scooter, which recharg-
es from a regular home socket,
goes on sale in September in
Tokyo and across Japan in Oc-
tober.

Sources: The Canadian Press, The
Associated Press

Stocks:
S&P/TSX Composite Index — 11,620.16
down 52.68 points
S&P/TSX 60 — 682.32 down 2.91 points
Dow — 10,366.72 up 3.70 points
S&P 500 — 1,095.17 down 0.17 point
Nasdaq — 2,249.84 up 7.81 points
Tokyo Nikkei — 9,759.24 up 258.01 points
TSX Venture Exchange — 1,384.56 up
0.45 point
Nasdaq Canada — 637.21 down 5.13
points

Oil futures:
Light, sweet crude: US$77.04, down $0.11
(August contract)

Currency:
Cdn — 96.70 cents US, down 0.04 of a
cent

By KYLE MULLIN
For The Daily Gleaner

The propellers turn to a blur
and then seem to disappear al-
together as they climb higher
and higher from the ground.

They only make a slight gust
and sound no louder than a
swarm of wasps as the pilot
weaves a path that literally
takes the vehicle over his head.

He can look
straight up at it be-
cause there’s no
cockpit for him to sit
in, he’s controlling
the tiny propellers
with a joystick from
below in an effort to
showcase the strato-
spheric heights of un-
manned flight.

That pilot’s name
is Michael Levesque,
and his unmanned
aerial vehicle (UAV)
is called a Cybertech
Quadrotor. It’s the
first product ING En-
gineering demonstrated at its
official opening at National
Research Council building
Wednesday.

The Quadrotor’s design
seems simplistic enough —
four dark skeletal rings, each
several inches wide, encase the
propellers so that the device
looks more like an elaborate
ceiling fan than a cutting edge
military vehicle.

The rings are all linked by
a dark, curved spine at the
vehicle’s centre, which houses
an observation camera and
enough hardware to manipu-
late those propellers meticu-
lously with a nudge from the
joystick.

Director of sales Paul Ke-
arney says that makes the
UAV small, nimble and silent

enough to conduct surveil-
lance on even the most war-
torn fronts.

“Their sensors can detect
many threats to our soldiers
such as enemy movements, ac-
tivities such as shooting, dig-
ging or placing rockets or sus-
picious vehicles,” he said.

“Essentially, they provide a
third dimension of visual in-
formation to the commanders

(on the ground), en-
abling them to ad-
just their plans more
quickly than without
them.”

Levesque, who is
an engineer for ING,
said pilots shouldn’t
feel threatened by
such technologi-
cal progress. On the
contrary, he said, it
enhances their du-
ties by helping them
ensure the skies are
safer before they take
flight.

“It’s not a replace-
ment, it’s a supplement for the
work they already do,” he said.
“This device can do the things
that are too dangerous for hu-
mans to do, like going near
contaminated areas.”

CEO Ian Glenn said the
company’s unmanned vehi-
cles have even more potential
outside of the military — from
filming a rock concert, to
monitoring forest fires or hunt-
ing for minerals or dangerous
chemicals once a special sen-
sor is developed and mounted
on the vehicle.

“It can be used in law en-
forcement,” he said.

“Once it’s above 300 feet you
can’t hear the Quadrotor at all,
so with a better camera it could
figure out a criminal’s loca-
tion or licence plate without

them knowing.
“A proper warrant would be

needed for something like that
of course, so we shouldn’t wor-
ry about privacy issues just yet,
but there’s all kinds of poten-
tial to better keep order in the
community with this.”

Kearney said the global UAV
market over the next decade
will swell far past the billion
dollar mark.

ING hopes to take partake in
that growth by developing oth-
er air, ground, and sea vehicles
for a variety of markets all over
the world from locations such
as its new Fredericton branch.

And while ING hasn’t re-
ceived any government fund-

ing upon moving here, mu-
nicipal representatives and
members of Business New
Brunswick networked with the
corporation for over a year to
convince it to open a branch in
Fredericton and contribute to
the city’s budding IT scene.

“I was an army brat growing
up, so I appreciate anything
that can make soldiers’ lives
a little safer,” said Mayor Brad
Woodside, who was on hand
with several provincial govern-
ment delegates to congratulate
ING on its opening.

“The potential for job cre-
ation with a company like this
here is very exciting.”

Levesque agreed, as he

steered the Quadrotor toward
the ceiling in the National Re-
search Council’s lobby, where
the propellers’ gusts hardly
rustled the papers on a nearby
desk before he brought the ve-
hicle down to a gentle landing.

“I saw this for the first time
on Thursday and I can already
fly it without a problem,” he
said, with a nod at the controls.
“It has stabilizers that make it
hover in place automatically.
It’s so simple ... the potential’s
unreal.”

Forward Thinking is a Thursday feature
that explores research and development, as
well as new technologies in our community.
Send your comments and story ideas to
news@dailygleaner.com.

ING Engineering opens in Fredericton with
technology demonstration that wows audience

Forward
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By The Associated Press

BANGKOK, Thailand —
World stock markets advanced
Wednesday, powered by better-
than-expected earnings from
chipmaking giant Intel that
eased fears of a stalled global
recovery.

Technology stocks in Asia
got a big boost from Intel’s af-
ter-hours report of quarterly
earnings and revenue that beat
expectations. Markets also
advanced after export-reliant
Singapore raised its growth
forecast for 2010 to a blistering
15 per cent after a record ex-
pansion in the second quarter.
China, meanwhile, will report
second quarter growth figures
on Thursday.

Major indexes in Europe
opened higher following a
strong day in Asia. Britain’s
FTSE 100 was up 0.2 per cent
to 5,282.04, Germany’s DAX
gained 0.5 per cent to 6,222.47
and France’s CAC-40 added 0.4
per cent to 3,652.83. Wall Street
appeared set to build on Tues-
day’s gains, with Dow futures
up 62 points, or 0.6 per cent, to
10,350. S&P 500 futures were
up 7.1 points, or 0.7 per cent, to
1,097.60.

Oil prices hovered above
$77 a barrel in Asia after a re-
port showed U.S. crude sup-
plies rose unexpectedly last
week, suggesting demand for
fuel remains tepid. The yen was
weaker against the dollar. The
euro strengthened.

However slight, trader senti-
ment was on the upswing, ac-
cording to analysts.

“In the short term, the ex-
pectation is that the markets
will go further,” said Castor
Pang, director of research at
Cinda International in Hong
Kong. Fund managers are also
“trying to balance their portfo-
lios” following second-quarter
results by looking for new in-
vestment opportunities.

Major indexes in Asia were
up 1 per cent or more, led by Ja-
pan’s Nikkei 225 stock average.
It climbed 258.01 points, or 2.7
per cent, to close at 9,795.24
— shrugging off concerns that
the ruling party’s loss of its up-
per house majority will slow
economic reforms.

Hong Kong’s Hang Seng rose
0.6 per cent to 20,560.81 and
South Korea’s Kospi added 1.3
per cent to 1,758.01. Higher
metals prices and data showing
rising consumer confidence
pushed Australia’s S&P/ASX
200 up 1.9 per cent to 4,462.40.

Tech and semiconductor-
related issues were big ben-
eficiaries of Intel’s result, with
Advantest Corp., a Japanese
maker of chip-testing equip-
ment, soaring 5.7 per cent. Ko-
rea’s Samsung Electronics Co.
rose 3.5 per cent.

Mizuho Financial Group
Inc. also triggered buying in
Tokyo after the Japanese mega-
bank set the price for its new
share offering at 130 yen per
share — below Tuesday’s clos-
ing price. The offering, which
could raise about $8.4 billion
yen, is among the largest this
year in Japan. Mizuho rose
nearly 3 per cent.

More good economic news
came out of Singapore, which
raised its forecast for economic
growth this year to a range of
13 per cent to 15 per cent from
the previous forecast of 7 per
cent to 9 per cent. It also raised
its forecast for export growth
as global demand has stayed
strong amid Europe’s debt and
fiscal crisis.

“This should reinforce the
view that fears from the euro-
zone crisis may be exaggerat-
ed,” DBS bank said in a report.

Singapore, which has the
highest percentage of mil-
lionaires in the world, is of-
ten seen as a barometer of
world demand because its
economy.

World stock markets jump
after Intel, Singapore beat
experts’ expectations

By LAUREN KRUGEL
The Canadian Press

CALGARY — Alberta is fa-
mous worldwide for its stun-
ning mountain vistas and wide
open spaces, but a U.S. environ-
mental group wants oil-soaked
birds to be the image that sticks
out in tourists’ minds.

San Francisco-based Cor-
porate Ethics International
launched a new ad campaign
Wednesday that urges would-
be visitors to “rethink” plan-
ning a trip to Alberta.

“Alberta is spending mil-
lions to brand itself as an envi-
ronmentally friendly destina-
tion for tourists when, in fact,
we think it’s the most environ-
mentally unfriendly place in
North America because of the
tarsands,” said executive di-
rector Michael Marx.

Billboards are going up in
Seattle, Portland, Denver and
Minneapolis. The campaign
will expand to the United King-
dom in two weeks.

The street-level signs read
“Alberta: the Other Oil Disas-
ter” above two, side-by-side
images of oil-coated birds. One
picture is labelled “Gulf Oil
Spill Disaster” and the other
has the caption “Alberta Tar

Sands Oil Disaster.”
“Thinking of visiting Alber-

ta, Canada? Think again,” the
ad continues.

Corporate Ethics is also tak-
ing out ads on Google and pop-
ular tourism websites.

“We think the Alberta gov-
ernment has been pretty arro-
gant in ignoring the concerns
of environmental groups in the
U.S., in Europe and in Canada,
as well as First Nations and that
it’s been deceptive in its pub-
lic relations in claiming that
they’re greening the tarsands,”
said Marx.

The ads draw Alberta’s tour-
ism industry into an increas-
ingly vitriolic debate it has thus
far avoided.

The Corporate Ethics cam-
paign — which Boynton called
“disappointing” — won’t cause
Tourism Alberta to change its
marketing or advertising strat-
egies.

Corporate Ethics was be-
hind another controversial
campaign that compared de-
velopment of the oilsands to
the plundering of Pandora,
the fictional planet depicted in
James Cameron’s blockbuster
movie “Avatar.”

The group’s latest endeav-
our doesn’t deserve much cre-

dence, said Travis Davies of the
Canadian Association of Petro-
leum Producers.

“This activist group is the
same activist group who re-
cently confused reality and
science fiction with their ads
in Variety,” he said, referring to
the “Avatar” campaign.

A video ad on the Rethink
Alberta campaign’s website
says the oilsands are destroy-
ing an area twice the size of
England — more than 260,000
square kilometres

But Davies said only about
550 square kilometres have
been disturbed.

The video also claims the
oilsands emit three times as
much carbon dioxide as con-
ventional oil — an assertion
Davies said only takes into ac-
count emissions from the pro-
duction part of the process.

A fair comparison would be
to look at how much each bar-
rel emits throughout its full
lifespan — from the time crude
is drawn from the ground to
when exhaust exits a tailpipe,
Davies said.

“This group and groups like
it thrive on providing a small
piece of the picture and claim-
ing it represents the whole
when it clearly does not.”

New anti-oilsands ad campaign urges
tourists to ‘rethink’ visiting Alberta
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Bad for tourism: In this photo released by San Francisco-based Corporate Ethics International on
Wednesday, July 14, a billboard in Seattle is shown urging would-be visitors to "rethink" planning a trip
to Alberta.
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Unmanned aircraft: ING Engineering had its official opening at the National Research Council building
on the University of New Brunswick campus Wednesday. Above, Michael levesque, field service rep-
resentative and engineer, pilots an unmanned aircraft equipped with a video camera to show how law
enforcement, for example, could use it to search an unsafe area for a suspect.


