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MAGAZINE “It does not appear that you
took proper steps to deal with
what is clearly an addiction to
cannabis.” John Perkins

Hoffman stars
with Giamatti
in the film

spontaneous acting style, playing with
line readings and doing many takes,
helped him get more relaxed in his own
role.“I just followed his lead,because he
was doing all sorts of creative, interest-
ing stuff, and I don’t tend to work like
that, so it was good to loosen me up a
bit.”
“Yeah, I’m more boring,” Giamatti

said, sounding more Canadian by the
minute.
“I’ve never been able to get out of

my head the way I would work on a
play. But that’s also because, for a long
time, I did smaller supporting parts,
so I had to be more prepared when I
came in. So this is the way I’ve always
worked. It works OK, but I think his
thing makes it more spontaneous and
interesting.”
At this stage, the movie’s publicist

comes into the room and says there’s
time for one more question.
“Make a good one, man,” Giamatti

says, so I ask him what question he
hasn’t been asked before in the endless
round of publicity and interviews for
the film.
“I’ve been amazed by the process of

this that I haven’t gotten the same ques-
tions a lot,” he said,“which is pretty in-
teresting. I think it’s because it’s such a
Canadian thing. The Canadian press is
so interested, that I haven’t gotten the
same questions, which is really cool.”
And very Canadian.
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‘Mr. Hurricane’
video garnered
Grammy nod

songstress to help.
“Simon Wilcox is an amazing writer.

She understood my mood,my personal-
ity,and the story I wanted to talk about,”
Bonifassi said.
Wilcox helped her express herself in

English, something Bonifassi had done
before – most notably on DJ Cham-
pion’s Chill’em All – but never with such
bold fervour.
“Together we find a way not to lose

the French metaphors in English.”
The song refers to her lover, a turbu-

lent fellow who left her“blinded by the
hurricane … never fell in love, so deeply
in vain.”
Rather than dousing those melan-

choly lines in syrupy melodies, Boni-
fassi allowed her anguish give way
to fury. She wasn’t crippled by her
broken heart but invigorated by its
raw new pulse. That energy helped
propel the band to critical acclaim and
earned Mr. Hurricane a Grammy nod
for best video.
The video was lauded for its edgy ori-

ginality. It features a swarm of bees
crossing flight paths enough to form a
tap-dancing monster with a top hat and
cane.
“The bee man was just an inspiration,”

she said.
“It’s this creature who wants to change

everything.”

Beast takes the stage at Fredericton’s Har-
vest Jazz and Blues Festival on Friday at 8
p.m. in the Galaxie Barracks Tent. Tickets
are $18 or $14 for students. Tickets and
festival passes are available at the Har-
vest office, 81 Regent St., at www.harvest-
jazzandblues.com or by calling 1-888-311-
9090.

music ← D1

MOVIES

EMPIRE 10 SAINT JOHN
McAllister Drive, 632-4200

GoinG theDistance (14a): 7:00, 9:40

Machete (18a):6:00, 8:30

Piranha inrealD3D (18a): 7:10, 9:45

resiDent eVil 4: aFterliFe in realD3D (tBa):
6:45, 9:20

takers (14a): 6:15, 8:50

theaMerican (14a): 6:25, 8:55

the exPenDaBles (18a): 6:30, 9:05

the last exorcisM (14a): 7:05, 9:15

theotherGuys (14a): 6:05, 8:40

theswitch (PG):6:50, 9:30

EMPIRE 4 ROTHESAY
Marr Road, 847-7469

eat, Pray, loVe (PG): 6:30

GoinG theDistance (14a): 7:00

Machete (18a): 7:15

resiDent eVil 4: aFterliFe (tBa): 6:45

HOLIDAY
MATHIS

•
ASTROLOGY
Today’s Birthday
Your adventurous style will attract ad-
mirers. In October, you’ll see the poten-
tial to make money and quickly figure
out how. Certain rules will be changed
or bent for you. A stable, responsible
person helps you turn a domestic
dream into reality. You’ll be awarded in
January. Family additions come in June.
Taurus and Gemini people adore you.
Your lucky numbers are: 8, 2, 19, 21 and
14.

• ARIES

(March 21 - April 19) Consider taking
a trip. Though your family treats you
as a commoner, there are places in the
world in which you would be received
as a highly honored guest.Both kinds of
reception are good for you.

• TAURUS

(April 20 - May 20) Family and
friends have a different recollection of
your shared history. The discrepancies
are to be expected and in no way should
discount your own experience. Your
memory serves you well, and theirs
serves them, too.

• GEMINI

(May 21 - June 21) You are moving at
a highly productive pace. You have to
work when you don’t want to. You want
to work when you don’t have to. As for
sleep – it will overcome you eventually,
but not without a fight.

• CANCER

(June 22 - July 22) You are a con-
noisseur.You know what you would like
to see. When a piece of art falls short of
your expectations, it may nonetheless
be a great gift. This will be a jumping-
off place for your creativity.

• LEO

(July 23 - Aug. 22) It will be easy for
you to get worked up into a concen-
trated state of mind. So be sure to focus
yourself well. Make sure you’re getting
excited instead of nervous, enthused in-
stead of upset.

• VIRGO

(Aug. 23 - Sept. 22) Your goal is
simple – to keep everything going in a
positive direction. The people around
you are depending on you now. There
are three clear next steps. You have the
energy, so start climbing.

• LIBRA

(Sept. 23 - Oct. 23)What do you do
for fun? Well, do that more today. A
lack of fun will be the start of a negative
trend. Keep your immune system going
strong.Laugh, love and be light of heart.

• SCORPIO

(Oct. 24 - Nov. 21) Do some reflect-
ing – physically. Involve a mirror. The
problem is not your face, but the mirror
will help you face the problem. Look
deeply into your own eyes – search for
answers.

• SAGITTARIUS

(Nov. 22 - Dec. 21) There will be ac-
tivity in the realm of personal relation-
ships. You could fall back in love with
someone you fell for before. The chem-
istry won’t be the same. You both have
changed, but the new combo will be
just as potent.

• CAPRICORN

(Dec. 22 - Jan. 19) Though you’re
not always confident that you can do a
job, to an outsider, you seem to have all
the answers. You know more than you
think. But the key thing you know is
when to ask more questions.

• AQUARIUS

(Jan. 20 - Feb. 18) It is rumoured that
dueling is legal in Paraguay as long as
both participants are registered blood
donors. There are unspoken rules of
battle in your own family that are just
as absurd as this.

• PISCES

(Feb. 19 - March 20) This is one of
those times when saying less will con-
vey more information. People will re-
member one-sentence “sound bites”
better than they would anything long
and involved.

HolidayMathis is a syndicated
columnist.

Character actor Gould dies
LOS ANGELES – Veteran character ac-
tor Harold Gould, who played Valerie
Harper’s father on television’s Rhoda
and the con man Kid Twist in the 1973
movie The Sting,has died.He was 86.
Gould’s daughter-in-law, Leah Gould,

told the Los Angeles Times that he died
Saturday of prostate cancer at the Mo-
tion Picture and Television Fund retire-
ment community in Woodland Hills.

Gould had a prolific career both on
the big and small screens. He appeared
in such films as Harper, Love and Death,
Freaky Friday and Patch Adams.
On television, he played Betty White’s

boyfriend on The Golden Girls and also
made guest appearances on Soap, Perry
Mason and most recentlyNip/Tuck.
He is survived by his wife of 60 years,

Lea; his children, Deborah Gould Har-
ris, Joshua Gould and Lowell Gould; and
five grandchildren. Harold Gould
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Cuoco takes a break
Michael goes to jail
The Big Bang Theory set will be a little
less blond this week, as Entertainment
Weekly reports that Kaley Cuoco is
on temporary medical leave from the
CBS sitcom after breaking one of her
legs.
TMZ first reported Cuoco’s accident,

which occurred while horseback riding
last weekend. A rep for the actress con-
firmed to Entertainment Weekly that
Cuoco is currently recuperating in a Los
Angeles hospital.
“She’s scheduled to make a full recov-

ery,”said the rep.
But the show must go on: A spokes-

person for The Big Bang Theory told EW
that, because of her injury, Cuoco has
been written out of the episode sched-
uled to tape Tuesday (Sept. 14). Then
the show will go on a week-long hiatus,
giving the 24-year-old a little more time
to heal.The Big Bang Theory’s season pre-
miere is still set for Sept.23.
We wish Cuoco a speedy recovery, but

we also hope her absence means more
screen time for Sheldon.Bazinga!


George Michael was sentenced to
eight weeks in jail and lost his licence for
five years Tuesday for driving under the
influence of drugs when he crashed his
car into a London photo shop.
A judge told the wayward star his addic-

tion tomarijuana put himand the public
at risk.
The singer pleaded guilty last month

to driving under the influence and pos-
session of cannabis following a July 4
collision between his Range Rover and a
Snappy Snaps photo store in north Lon-
don.
District Judge John Perkins told the

singer he had taken a “dangerous and
unpredictable mix”of prescription drugs
and marijuana.
“It does not appear that you took prop-

er steps to deal with what is clearly an
addiction to cannabis,” the judge said.
“That’s a mistake which puts you and,on
this occasion, the public at risk.”
Perkins sentenced Michael to the pris-

on time and a 1,250 pound ($1,930) fine
during a hearing at Highbury Corner
Magistrates’Court.
The judge said Michael would have to

serve four weeks of the sentence in pris-
on and the rest on parole.
Michael arrived at court in a chauffeur-

driven car, surrounded by four security
guards and greeted by a large crowd of
fans and photographers. He left in the
company of court guards who led him
from the courtroom toward the cells, as
one person in the public gallery sobbed.
According to police, Michael appeared

“spaced out” when they found him sit-
ting in the car, whose engine was still
running, in the wee hours of July 4.
Prosecutors said Michael acknow-

ledged smoking marijuana and taking a
prescription sedative.
It was the latest in a string of auto-

motive and drug-related mishaps for the
47-year-old star,who has often spoken of
his fondness for marijuana.
In February 2006, he was found

slumped at the wheel of his car at Lon-
don’s busy Hyde Park Corner. That April,
he hit three parked cars while trying to
manoeuvre out of a parking space, and
admitted being“a terrible driver.”
In October 2006, he was found slumped

over thewheel of his car,whichwas block-
ing an intersection. He pleaded guilty to
driving while unfit through drugs and
was sentenced to community service.
Michael’s lawyer, Mukul Chawla, said

the singer felt“profound shame and hor-
ror”at his actions.
“It is no exaggeration to describe himas

a very kind, considerate and loyal man,
constantly concerned for the plight of
others,”Chawla said.
“The prospect he could have put any-

one else in danger is an appalling pros-
pect to him.”
The judge said he was sending Michael

to jail “with regret,” and had taken into

account his guilty plea and the fact that
after the crash he had checked into a
clinic to seek help for anxiety, depression
and insomnia.
But he said Michael’s previous convic-

tion made a prison sentence inevitable.
Michael sighed as sentence was passed.

His long-term partner Kenny Goss at one
point buried his head in his hands.
Michael gained mega-stardom in his

early 20s as half of Wham! and went on
to a successful solo career. His first solo
album, 1987’s Faith, has sold 20 million
copies.
In 1998 he was arrested for lewd con-

duct in a public toilet in Los Angeles
after being spotted by an undercover po-
lice officer.Michael went on to release a
single and video,Outside, that poked fun
at his arrest.


An outfit that prompts anyone – never
mind Lady Gaga – to ask Cher to
hold her“meat purse”on live TV should
be applauded. But when Lady Gaga ap-
peared on stage at Sunday’s MTV Video
Music Awards wearing a Franc Fernan-
dez-designed dress (and hat, and heels)
made of red meat (or at least something
resembling it), certain people had their
non-meat panties in a twist.
The obvious balkers were the people at

PETA, who deemed the VMA winner’s
Grade A ensemble“offensive enough to
bring comment.”
And, as a rep told TMZ, the idea of the

get-up stank – literally.“After time spent
under the TV lights, it would smell like
the rotting flesh that it is and likely be
crawling in maggots.”
VMA presenter and famous vegan type
Ellen DeGeneres took Gaga to task
post-show, even offering her a“veggie bi-
kini”as a more ethical, yet only margin-
ally less perishable, fashion alternative.
The talk-show host was filming inter-
views for the new season of her show at
the VMAs, and asked the video of the
year winner what’s up with her meat-
sembles. (Lady Gaga also recently cov-
ered up her bits with flanks of red meat
for the cover of Vogue Hommes Japan).
“Well, it is certainly no disrespect to

anyone that is vegan or vegetarian. As
you know, I am the most judgment-free
human being on the earth,” she told De-
Generes.

“However, it has many interpretations.
For me, this evening, if we don’t stand up
for what we believe in and fight for our
rights pretty soon,we’re going to have as
much rights as the meat on our bones.”
Lady Gaga also offered a second, more

straightforward explanation for the look,
saying it’s a statement that says,“I amnot
a piece of meat.”


Jury selection is under way in a lawsuit
against musicianKid Rock stemming
froma fight at aWaffleHouse restaurant
near Atlanta.
Robert James Ritchie, better known

as Kid Rock, and five members of his
entourage appeared Tuesday before a
DeKalb County judge.
In a lawsuit, Harlen Akins claims the

musician cursed at him during the ear-
ly-morning fight in October 2007, and
members of his entourage beat Akins up
and smashed his cellphone.
Kid Rock pleaded guilty in March 2008

to a misdemeanour charge of simple bat-
tery.
The musician stopped at the restaurant

following a performance in Atlanta. The
fight reportedly broke out after Akins
recognized a woman in Kid Rock’s party
and spoke to her.
Akins filed the lawsuit in 2007.


The Penelope Cruz womb-watch
ends now. The Oscar winner’s rep
has confirmed she’s expecting a baby
with new husband Javier Bardem,
People reports. So for anyone who saw
those set pictures from Pirates of the
Caribbean: On Stranger Tides where
Cruz’s figure had appeared to grow an
extra curve in the baby-basket region,
you can quit speculating on whether
Cruz has developed a sudden passion
for triple-cheeseburgers.
The couple’s publicists say Cruz is“4 1/2

months pregnant.”The confirmation fol-
lows months of speculation and, as Po-
peater notes, a rep for the 36-year-old ac-
tress previously denied the pregnancy in
July. Unfortunately, not all stars can pull
an Isla Fisher and keep their preg-
nancy completely under wraps.Cruz and
Bardem wed earlier that month in the
Bahamas, after a three-year romance.
The pair has reportedly been friends for
15 years.
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Emma Stone, left, star of the film ‘Easy A,’ arrives with singer Taylor Swift at the premiere of
the film in Los Angeles on Monday.


