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Do your relationships need a 
little tune-up? 

Come in to Walk-in Counselling today 
and get started. 

free and low-cost service•	
confidential•	
qualified	counselling	support	•	
walk-in	only	(no	appointment	•	
required)
morning, afternoon and evening •	
hours available

For more info, call (780) 482-0198 or visit 
thesupportnetwork.com.

music
rock •�  preview

Ghost Songs, Ghost Stories 
stars use roses 
to thank their fans,  
and desperate, haunting 
words to relate to them

StarS 

With Young Galaxy 

Sunday, Oct. 31, 7 p.m. 

Tickets: $34.50 at WinspearCentre.com

By kyle mullin
The rose has long since bloomed 
— now it’s uprooted, clenched and 
swung to come crashing down. For 
indie symphonists Stars those flow-
ers are literally the most delicate  
drumsticks, bursting with the beat in 
a flurry of pedals.   

Drummer Pat McGee often uses 
roses to pelt out his rhythms during 
concerts, and  keyboardist Chris Se-
ligman will grip the same stems to tap 
out gentle harmonies, before sing-
ers Amy Milan and Torquil Camp-
bell hurl bouquets as gifts from the 
stage toward the open arms of their 
audience. In those moments Stars 
(which also includes bassist  Evan 
Cranley) aren’t mere indie rockers, 
but fragrant vagrants embracing 
their shows’ sweet scents and sounds 
as if that’s all they have left to lose, 
with everything else to gain.

“I like roses because they make the 
stage ours,” says singer Amy Milan. 
“And they smell pretty, when you’re 
around a lot of black boxes, like amps 
that have been in storage, things can 
smell bad. So a rose’s scent really 
helps.”

That lingering aroma can cling to 
their clothes, trail them like a fading 
memory or even a heavenly haunt-
ing spirit. It’s a sentiment that laces 
every note and even the name of 
Stars’ latest album, The Five Ghosts.

“I’m very superstitious. I can’t dis-

cuss ghosts anymore, I need to talk 
about life,” Milan says. “But when 
you’re running through those songs 
on stage it’s no longer about us, it’s 
about the audience. (Singing) ‘Dead 
Heart’ is great because the whole au-
dience is singing it with us. So it’s not 
about a dead heart but about being 
alive, and sharing that with our fans 
and their ghosts — not mine.”

Frontman Torquil Campbell, who 
harmonizes with Milan, agrees with 
his singing cohort and added that he 
hopes to help fans become kindred 
spirits with all that haunts them. 

“Songs are like ghosts,” he says of 
the inspiration behind the band’s lat-
est album. “They both appear in your 
mind seemingly out of nowhere, and 
they come from the past. Songs 
bring the past into the present, just 
like ghosts do.”

That séance with the audience 
starts with Stars spilling out luke-
warm lullabies until their note by 
note toiling leaves the tunes boiling 
over the brim — drowning every-
one in earshot with cascading guitar 
riffs, searing synths and even a vio-
lin that swells like a broken heart on 
the band’s signature song “Your Ex-
Lover Is Dead.” But what makes that 
bond with their fans lasting is the 
way that the band turns lyrics about 

tender yearning into sweeping, ral-
lying cries, leaving song titles such 
as “I Died So I Could Haunt You,” 
sounding not merely creepy and pos-
sessive, but genuinely heartfelt.  

“‘I Died So I Could Haunt You’ is 
a phrase that is both romantic and 
kind of macabre and threatening,” 
Campbell says. 

Lines like “Thousands of ghosts 
in the darkness, Lost in a strange 
neighbourhood, The lights from the 
warm houses haunt them, They for-
got what they lost, But they know it 
was good,” “I Died So I Could Haunt 
You” reflect a ravenous state of des-
peration.  And that anguished edge 
has been a recurring theme for Stars 
— coming across not as mere lyrics 
but rousing mantras like “Take Me to 
the Riot,” or “When there’s nothing 
left to burn, you must set yourself on 
fire.”

“I think that’s where the meat of 
any good story is really,” Campbell 
says of the yearning tone he churns 
into his every song. “At the moment 
people transcend their fear and make 
a move, whether up to heaven or 
into the abyss, they are at their most 
compelling. That’s where great sto-
ries happen, in those moments when 
people do something desperate and 
damn the consequences.”
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