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Hip-hop slang in a thick English brogue
Arctic Monkeys bring U.K. street lingo to the masses
Published September 29, 2011  by Kyle Mullin in Music Previews

It’s a story of grisly mob mentality — young
slummers strung out on a toxically flimsy
economy, flaunting their law-breaking. “I do
like the appeal of really over-the-top
gangsta rap. I suppose it’s kinda exotic in a
way,” says Matt Helders, drummer for
British indie darlings the Arctic Monkeys, of
the glorified gun-toting poets that inspired
his band before they broke big. Instead of
witnessing that kind of street brutality,
Helders has always listened to gritty street
testimonials with cushy hi-fi headphones in
the cozy U.K. suburb of Sheffield.

“We always related to people listening to
our music who don’t really know our
accents or what certain lyrics are. That’s the
same as us listening to gangsta rap, you kind of find out how things are. And that’s the
interesting bit, when you find out what a 404 is or a 187 means,” he says, referring to rap
slang for missing and murder respectively.

Helders and his fellow Monkeys spat their own unique urban, or at least suburban,
vernacular on everything from the title of their latest album, Suck it and See (U.K. slang for
“give it a try,”) to early deep cuts like “Mardy Bum.”

“Terms like that are local to Sheffield, most parts of England don’t use ’em or don’t even
know ’em,” he says, before elaborating on what a mardy bum actually is. “Like, yer girlfriend
is irrationally upset with ya. Ya haven’t really done anything in particular, she’s just in a bad
mood that day, then you’d call her a mardy bum. Doesn’t have to be a girl either, could be
anyone. It’s like people for a period of time that are a bit down in the dumps, but not for any
reason.”

In the same way that rap laureates versed people like Helders in American street dynamics,
he and his bandmates used their Sheffield jargon to immerse fans in a new world. That
distinct sound made their debut album the fastest selling ever in the U.K.’s chart history
back in 2006 — a strategy that was nearly accidental, a scheme they almost failed to hatch.

“The first things we recorded, our first ever gigs, I don’t think we did keep our accent that
much,” Helders says of the Monkeys’ now trademark slang-filled singing method. “I think it
was easier that way because it’s what you heard on the radio, singing that sounded like an
‘American accent’.… I suppose it was a way of hiding who we really were as well. But then
after a bit we were like, ‘Let’s sing in our own accent and see how that works.’ I think that’s
probably what gave it its charm straight away.”

As a backing vocalist, Helders has always helped frontman and singer Alex Turner capture
the cadence of their hometown’s everyday conversation with lyrics that were jumbled and
jammed and shouted in a rushed gasp on early hits like “I Bet You Look Good on the Dance
Floor” and “Fluorescent Adolescent.” Now, he echoes Turner at a far lesser tempo on
throbbing fresh singles like “Don’t Sit Down (’Cause I Moved Your Chair),” and their latest
album’s title track.

“I don’t know why that came about,” Helders says of reinforcing Turner’s Sheffield-style
chants. “I probably fancied myself a bit of a singer and thought ‘I’ll have a go at that.’”

But it was behind the drum kit, and not a microphone, that Helders stirred up a true chaser
to Turner’s oddly intoxicating singing style.

“I think I’ve always had a different approach to drumming that’s not necessarily just sitting
there and keeping time,” he says of his technique, adding that Dr. Dre-styled half-beats
were a huge early influence. “Ya know, have a few tasteful features in there, but without
showing off, probably at first ’cause I couldn’t show off, I didn’t have enough skills.… John
Bonham’s quoted as saying ‘it’s important to be original rather than show how technically
good you are.’

“I think it is probably harder to hold back in a way. Anybody can learn to do fast fancy fills and
stuff, but the art of it is knowing when to use them.”

Recent Blog Posts
Dave Taylor isn't sure about
the Alberta Party

Eat Real YYC

Weekly Leaks May 25

A heart for AGC 3

Screen Grabs May 23

Recently Commented
Makatapish on
Where the wild things
are 2

Makatapish on
Denial rock 4

Centreman on
Canine questionnaire 6

Benny Duguay on
Mike Tessier, Fast Forward
Weekly beer writer, owner
of Artisan Ales 2

Hot Discussions
The AGC vs. Valerie
Cooper 26

Nothing says Stampede
quite like "Snoop Dogg's
coming!" 26

Canine questionnaire 6

Norwegian black
comedy 5

DETAILS

Arctic Monkeys with Smith
Westerns
MacEwan Hall
Thursday, September 29 - Thursday, September 29

More in: Rock / Pop

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3c83/f/1cc/%2a/n%3B255867002%3B2-0%3B0%3B79407854%3B3454-728/90%3B47600438/47615926/1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=Bb9Ca8JnDT6DPKM29sQfHtITwBOCzkM0CAAAAEAEglOekEjgAWIjej_oyYMkGsgESd3d3LmZmd2R3ZWVrbHkuY29tugEJNzI4eDkwX2FzyAEJ2gFkaHR0cDovL3d3dy5mZndkd2Vla2x5LmNvbS9hcnRpY2xlL211c2ljL211c2ljLXByZXZpZXdzL2hpcC1ob3Atc2xhbmctaW4tYS10aGljay1lbmdsaXNoLWJyb2d1ZS04MTQyL5gCqMMBqQIjtORXE2GwPsACAuACAOoCEW11c2ljX2xlYWRlcmJvYXJk-AL_0R6QA4QHmAPoAqgDAeAEAaAGFg&num=0&sig=AOD64_0qD_DxsE8Vfm-dUHZ-W44TwywdfQ&client=ca-pub-0568732872745846&adurl=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ford.ca/app/en/fo/vehicle/fiesta.html%3FWT.mc_id%3Dcid79407854%3B%26siteid%3D1054902%3B%26pageid%3D79407854%3B%26advertiserid%3D1906242%3B%26adid%3D255867002%3B%26creativeid%3D47600438%3B%26campaign%3D6496037%3B
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/accounts/login/?next=/article/music/music-previews/hip-hop-slang-in-a-thick-english-brogue-8142/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/accounts/registration/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/accounts/registration/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/news-views/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/life-style/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/music/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/arts/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/screen/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/calgary-blogs/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/questionnaire/best-of-calgary-2012/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/calgary-events/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/calgary-movies/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/calgary-venues/bar-restaurant/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/calgary-venues/place-space/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/page/promo/
javascript:void(null);
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/showissue/268
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/calgary-classifieds/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/page/advertising/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/page/contests/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/archives/
http://www.twitter.com/FFWDWeekly
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/emailthis/article/hip-hop-slang-in-a-thick-english-brogue-8142
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/music/music-previews/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/author/kyle-mullin
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/music/music-previews/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/calgary-venue/macewan-hall/289/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/calgary-events/music/rock-pop/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3c83/f/1c6/%2a/j%3B255866830%3B2-0%3B0%3B79407855%3B4307-300/250%3B47600435/47615923/1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BajBd8JnDT_rQKM29sQfHtITwBOCzkM0CAAAAEAEglOekEjgAWPDgj_oyYMkGsgESd3d3LmZmd2R3ZWVrbHkuY29tugEKMzAweDI1MF9hc8gBCdoBZGh0dHA6Ly93d3cuZmZ3ZHdlZWtseS5jb20vYXJ0aWNsZS9tdXNpYy9tdXNpYy1wcmV2aWV3cy9oaXAtaG9wLXNsYW5nLWluLWEtdGhpY2stZW5nbGlzaC1icm9ndWUtODE0Mi-YAqjDAakCI7TkVxNhsD7AAgLgAgDqAgxtdXNpY19iaWdib3j4Av_RHpADhAeYA-gCqAMB4AQBoAYW&num=0&sig=AOD64_2yjviX8eioma6BlWCTXnoupN6lYQ&client=ca-pub-0568732872745846&adurl=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ford.ca/app/en/fo/vehicle/fiesta.html%3FWT.mc_id%3Dcid79407855%3B%26siteid%3D1054902%3B%26pageid%3D79407855%3B%26advertiserid%3D1906242%3B%26adid%3D255866830%3B%26creativeid%3D47600435%3B%26campaign%3D6496037%3B
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/calgary-blogs/politics/2012/05/25/dave-taylor-isnt-sure-about-the-alberta-party-1062/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/calgary-blogs/FFFood/2012/05/25/eat-real-yyc-1061/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/calgary-blogs/culture/2012/05/25/weekly-leaks-may-25-1060/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/calgary-blogs/culture/2012/05/23/a-heart-for-agc-1059/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/calgary-blogs/2012/05/23/screen-grabs-may-23-1058/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/article/life-style/summer-guide/where-the-wild-things-are-9201/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/article/music/music-features/denial-rock-9125/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/article/news-views/news/canine-questionnaire-9174/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/article/life-style/your-face-here/mike-tessier-fast-forward-weekly-beer-writer-owner-of-artisan-ales-9147/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/article/news-views/news/the-agc-vs-valerie-cooper-9106/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/calgary-blogs/come-see-come-saw/2012/04/23/nothing-says-stampede-quite-like-snoop-doggs-coming-1033/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/article/news-views/news/canine-questionnaire-9174/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/article/screen/film-reviews/norwegian-black-comedy-9164/
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


 

 

TweetTweet 0  0

Post the first comment: (Login or Register)

M U S I C  P R E V I E W S  I N  S E P T E M B E R  2 9 ,  2 0 1 1  I S S U E
Fortress of solitude
Jennifer Castle steps out as a solo artist
by Christine Leonard

Searching for belonging
The Pains of Being Pure at Heart hit the stadium
by Mark Teo

The changing of times
Underoath forges on with no original members
by James Wilt

More Music Previews... 

More by Kyle Mullin...

All Content Copyright © Fast Forward Weekly 1995-2012

About Us  Contact Us  Careers  Privacy Policy  Terms of Use

Share 16  

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ffwdweekly.com%2Farticle%2Fmusic%2Fmusic-previews%2Fhip-hop-slang-in-a-thick-english-brogue-8142%2F&t=FFWD - Calgary Music - Music Previews - Hip-hop slang in a thick English brogue&src=sp
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/accounts/login/?next=/article/music/music-previews/hip-hop-slang-in-a-thick-english-brogue-8142/#comments
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/accounts/registration/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/feeds/article-comment/8142/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/article/music/music-previews/fortress-of-solitude-8150/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/author/christine-leonard
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/article/music/music-previews/searching-for-belonging-8151/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/author/mark-teo
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/article/music/music-previews/the-changing-of-times-8152/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/author/james-wilt
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/music/music-previews/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/author/kyle-mullin/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/page/about-us/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/page/contact-us
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/page/careers/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/page/privacy-policy/
http://www.ffwdweekly.com/page/terms-use/
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

