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CITY SCENE

The only association that I currently have 
with craft is that I have been called a crafty 
blighter (and worse) on more than one 

occasion. It wasn’t meant to be this way.
I come from a long line of artisans and crafts-

men. Dexterity should be in my genes. My paternal 
grandmother, Mattie, made wedding dresses for 
Cumbria’s great and good. This earned her the 
ability to repair my father’s one pair of shorts that 
he claims to have worn from the age of four to his 
first job at 16. She came from a family of sisters 
who owned a yarn shop. My dad’s Auntie Nance 
also did a fine line in knock-off Fabergé eggs. And 
then there are the tales of yet elder members of 
the clan who performed a yet greater craft. They 
ran a whisky distillery in Scotland – for some 
reason, all of those stories center on geese being 
remarkable guard dogs. I digress. 

My father’s first job, the one where he finally 
got to wear trousers, was as a joiner’s apprentice. 
He eventually became a woodwork teacher via 
a stint in Denmark learning classical furniture-
making. Carpentry was in his blood – the front room 
of our family home has a table made entirely by 
his mother’s hand. The rest of the house is filled 
with furniture he’s made.

It’s as strong a history on my mother’s side. 
Her auntie Ethel and mum Dollie were bakers. 
In Wigan (a town where a kebab is five pies on a 
skewer), this is akin to being the chaps in Phila-
delphia who thought cheese might be a good 
addition to steak. Her father worked at Renold’s 

Chains (Hans Renold, of course, being famed for 
inventing the bush roller chain, upon which all 
modern precision roller chains are based). Her 
cousin was a brickie all his working days; her 
brother started off in a sawmill and via window-
fitting he is now qualified in all manner of things 
that middle-class people have to pay someone to 
do. My mum trained as a home economics teacher 
– I think they call it domestic science now – and 
taught that for years. All of my forebears were 
raised on an ethos of make-do-and-mend. It was 
years before I found out that some people bought 
new sofas instead of reupholstering the leather. 

This is why I should be better at crafts.
I’m not.
I can’t hang a door, rewire a house, make a 

dress, frame a picture, build a stone fireplace, 
paper a wall, fit a kitchen or any of the other things 
that an honest working man can do. I can only be 
trusted to creosote fences, brush leaves, dig holes 
and lift the other end of heavy things.

It ’s never too late, though. Beijing’s got a 
whole toolbox of crafts to offer you, Chinese or 
otherwise. We tried our hand at a few. We gave it 
our best. But it might be next year before we’re 
ready to give any handmade gifts.

The cover 
photograph 
was taken by 
Judy Zhou, 
and designed 
by Susu Luo.  

GENERATION GAP EDITOR'S LETTER

LIES, DAMN LIES AND ...

The Huaxi in question 
is actually located 
in Jiangsu province. 
Fools.

In last month’s issue 
(“Transit Authority,” p55), 
the editors mistakenly 
stated that Huaxi, China’s 
richest village, is located in 
Guizhou province. 

Jonathan White
Managing Editor

whole toolbox of crafts to offer you, Chinese or 
otherwise. We tried our hand at a few. We gave it 
our best. But it might be next year before we’re 
ready to give any handmade gifts.

Jonathan White
Managing Editor

ILLUSTRATION: JOEY GUO
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embroidery

fish-skin clothing

microscopic carvingmicroscopic painting

butter sculpture

tiger pillows
gourd sculpture

fish-bone pictures

scented sachets

sword-making

sugar-blowing

dough figurines

paper cutting

cloisonné

brush calligraphy calligraphy brush-making

shadow puppets

potted landscapes

knotting

CHINESE CRAFTS
A PICK-UP GUIDE

vegetable carving jade carving walnut carving ice carvingstone carving
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Beijing’s more attractive ghosts and 
ghouls were out in force for Xiu’s 
Halloween party on Oct 29. Photos 
courtesy of Park Hyatt Beijing

SCENE & HEARD

The Bloody Halloween Party and Pet
Conspiracy took over Yugong Yishan on Oct 31. 
Photos by Young Shine Style and Yang Zhazha

On Oct 29, Acupuncture’s  
Spooked 2011 entertained the 
costumed crowds at Lantern.  
Photos courtesy of Acupuncture

Centro toasted its reopening on Oct 
20 with the pop of champagne corks. 
Photos courtesy of Kerry Hotel

Joyce flagship store opening 
on Oct 27. Photos courtesy 
of Joyce

British Ball at Kerry Hotel on Nov 
12. Photos courtesy of Kerry Hotel

Yngvar Stray, General Manger of St. Regis Beijing, 
hosted the launch ceremony for the Bentley  
Mulsanne. Photo courtesy of St. Regis Beijing
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Xander Zhou 2012 Blend Series Fall/Winter  
Collection show at d lounge on Nov 1.  
Photos courtesy of Xander Zhou 

Mercedes-Benz Fashion Week and the 2011 China  
Fashion Week opening ceremony took place at D-Park on 
Oct 25. Photos courtesy of Mercedes-Benz

Vinopolitan, Hilton Beijing’s Food and Wine  
Experience, took place on Nov 12. Photos by  
Piotr Spalek

 Marriott’s Beijing and Tianjin hotels joined forces 
with Korean Culture Center for their Global Client  
Appreciation Week. Photo courtesy of Marriott

Westin Financial Street GM Charlie Dang 
greeted composer and pianist Yanni. 
Photo courtesy of Westin Financial Street
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SMASHING RECORDS

Rickshaws in the hutongs .. . 
could there be a more iconic 
symbol of traditional Beijing 

culture? Well, actually, when I went 
chatting with some of the rickshaw 
guys by Gulou, I discovered that 
few of them are from Beijing or 
even know anything beyond the 
small alleys. 

Have you had 
lunch? 
Some daoxiao mian 
(knife-cut noodles) at 
a small place behind that hutong. It 
cost five kuai. We eat whatever costs 
the least.

Where are you from?
We are from everywhere: Henan, 
Hebei, Dongbei, Anhui. Lao Zhang 
over there is from Beijing.

How long have you lived here?
Most of us have been in Beijing for 
about four or five years.

RICKSHAW BOYS 
THEY HAVE A LOT OF PULL

by Michelle Dai

Where would you be if you 
weren’t in Beijing?
Who knows? We’re ordinary people. 
We’ll go wherever there’s work and 
wherever we can make money.

Do you have any secret talents?
Every person who does this job 
probably isn’t very talented at any-
thing. But one special talent we all 

share is that we have 
strength.

What would you 
like your kids to do for a living?
They should study well in school. 
Who knows what they can do if they 
don’t do well in school.

What was your first impression 
of Beijing?
Beijingers are not good.

Really? Why?
They trick you. And they have bad 
tempers.

BEIJING FOLK
Do you still feel that way now?
Yeah. God forbid that one of our 
rickshaws even touch a Beijinger – if 
it did, they’d ask you to pay. People 
from other places are much more 
easygoing.

Lao Zhang, you’re from Beijing. 
Do you agree with them?
You are not talk ing to the right 
people. Go talk to the old Beijinger 
over there. He’ll tell you everything 
about Beijing.

“BEIJINGERS ARE
 NOT GOOD”

THE CHALLENGE: 
SPEED GLOVING

PHOTOS: JUDY ZHOU AND M
ICHELLE DAI

This month, we were determined to beat the Guinness World Record for 
“fastest time to put gloves on 10 people.”
 

Current world record time: 02:13:30  
(set by Gao Bo on CCTV in Beijing on August 16, 2011)

There are only two rules for this particular Guinness World Record:
• The attempt may involve any type of gloves that can be purchased.
• The glovees cannot make any motions to assist the glover.

Here’s how we did:

Jerry, Editorial Director: 01:35:00 
Tiffany, Style Editor: 01:46:20
Lizzie, Intern: 01:48:00
Jonathan, Managing Editor: 02:18:40
Lovely Lady A, Moment Café: disqualified
Lovely Lady B, Moment Café: disqualified

NB: We think we did something massively wrong. Even after looking at the official 
champ’s video on Youku, we can’t work out how we managed to beat his time. 
We’ll happily claim a brand-new Guinness World Record, though. You’ll be able to 
check out our video on TheBeijinger.com soon and then you can be the judge. 

Can you do better? We reckon you can. If you agree, then upload a video of 
yourself taking the challenge at http://challengers.guinnessworldrecords.
com. To see which record we’ll attempt next, stay tuned TheBeijinger.com but 
word is that the Worldwide President of GWR may be directly involved. 
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ZHICHUNLU, 
LINES 10 & 13
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GOING UNDERGROUND

WOKIPEDIA

The main draw of Zhichunlu is 
its vicinity to Wudaokou, the 
major student district – only 

one subway stop away. However, it 
does boast its own small commu-
nity of students from nearby Beijing 
Open University.

STOCK UP
The perfect place for those Sunday 
supermarket runs when your fridge 
is bare. Spend hours wandering in 
a crowd-free Wal-Mart right next 
to the subway station, from their 
electronics section to the fresh 
produce aisles to a “liquor counter”  
with enough alcohol  to pick le 
the livers of the aforementioned  
student population. Does your local  
Merrymart or Lotus Supermarket  
offer “friendly customer services” 
such as umbrel la lending,  f ree 
clothes alteration services, and 

complimentary use of their bicycle 
pump? 

UNWIND
A great place for some R&R is the 
Tai Ji Spa Foot Heart Way, which 
sounds like a children’s game but 
is in fact a decent massage parlor. 
Go for a Chinese full-body massage, 
which is priced at only RMB 118 for 
90 minutes. 

EAT
H a o s a o z i  (好 嫂 子 ) ,  t h e  s e l f - 
proclaimed “new model of the Chi-
nese noodles culture,” offers a wide 
selection of hearty local and Western 
dishes for RMB 10-18. Across the 
street, Tianjiu Chuancai (天玖川菜) 
will transport you to Sichuan with 
their jellyfish in vinegar sauce or hot 
and spicy bullfrog stew.

T IS FOR …
… tangfan 烫饭
If you’ve lived in China for more 
than a week, you’ll have probably 
realized that fried rice is really just 
a tasty way of using up leftovers. A 
healthier way of dressing up day-old 
(or older) rice with various additions 
like eggs and vegetables is tangfan 
(literally “scalded rice”). The differ-
ence lies in the cooking method: 
adding water, putting the lid on and 
then leaving the pot to simmer. This 
soft, soupy rice is a common sight 
on the kitchen tables of Shanghai, 
Hubei and Henan.

… tangshui 糖水
The concept of soup as a dessert 
hasn’t quite taken off as much in 
the West as in the Middle Kingdom, 
where tangshui  ( l iterally,  “sugar  
water”) is frequently offered post-
meal. Especially popular in Cantonese  

cuisine, the tangshui category en-
compasses everything from the very 
popular sweet red bean soup (红
豆沙 hongdou sha) to sago pearls 
in coconut. I f  you l ike the idea 
of gulping down something hot, 
sweet and creamy as a midnight 
snack, stock up on the just-add-
water powder packets of zhima hu  
(芝麻糊, or black sesame soup) avail-
able in any Chinese supermarket.

… tangyuan 汤圆
Admittedly, the Lantern Festival is 
still about two months away, but 
you’ll find these little treats in freez-
ers all year round. Tangyuan, balls of 
glutinous rice with a sweet filling, 
are shaped to symbolize together-
ness and unity. We could all do with 
a bit more of that, no matter what 
time of year. 

PAPAYA AND SNOW FUNGUS TANGSHUI
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PHOTOS: QINGHE BAY, PINE RIDGE COUNTRY CLUB AND DAVID PAUL M
ORRIS/W

ORLD SPORT GROUP

REFUSE AS A MUSE
CAN TRASH ART INSPIRE US TO SEE JUNK IN A NEW LIGHT?

by Kyle Mullin

ECOLOGY

almost as bright as Yuletide bulbs, leaving Luan 
with a “trashy” abstract art Christmas tree. 

“Oil containers cannot simply be regarded as 
a menace,” Luan wrote, in the project proposal, 
about the canisters that normally clog landfills. 
“By letting them become a creative resource, they 
could offer a solution and become themselves 
unexpected gifts.” 

Another of his eco-themed gifts comes 
wrapped in newspaper. A few years ago, Luan 
shredded hundreds of publications from around 
the world and then braided them. Soon those 
ink-stained plaits formed a curved wall more than 
six meters high – taking the shape of the rolled-
up newspapers those discarded scraps were torn 
from. Luan hopes to soon take this art installation 
on a tour across the city. 

The next ice cream wrapper or empty bottle  
you toss could end up on a gallery ’s 
walls.

From a city perimeter of litter captured  
by photographer Wang Jiuliang to the moldy 
garbage molded anew by sculptor Luan Xiao, 
brimming local landfills have prompted the town’s 
most creative minds to craft a new genre of ecol-
ogy: trash art.

Used motor oil canisters are difficult to recycle; 
even when empty, they are still slick with traces of 
fuel. Most of us would throw away such contain-
ers, thereby contributing to already packed trash 
dumps. But Luan Xiao collects and strings them 
together in a bulky oblong tapestry, and then 
binds them to a tree. The canisters form a shell 
around the trunk, their colorful plastic glinting 

LUAN XIAO'S RECYCLED NEWSPAPER ART INSTALLATION

PHOTOS: LUAN XIAO, TRASHITM
AN.COM
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“It is actually very relaxing to sit inside it and 
feel protected, surrounded by the paper and by 
rays of light that enter through the [gaps] during 
the different times of the day,” says Manuela Lietti, 
an art critic and associate of Luan’s.

Luan says he drew a simple but powerful sort 
of inspiration from the litter, especially the obso-
lete headlines and front pages. 

“It was a challenge I wanted to face in my 
work, to bring new life to something discarded 
and that is implicitly considered disposable, and 
whose life is only one day long,” the artist said of 
his newsprint installation.

One of the city’s most seasoned environmen-
talists calls such trashy creations a noble effort, 
but points out there are countless other ecological 
issues that need to be addressed creatively.

“I think the state of China’s forests, having no 
bamboo and leaving pandas with nothing to eat, 
is a huge issue that needs to be covered,” says 
Dr. Yang Fuqiang, a senior advisor at the Beijing 
branch of the Natural Resources Defense Council, 
a US-based environmental NGO. He added that 
artists could touch on myriad other issues with 
their work, like the climate changes that melt 
polar icecaps until water lines threaten to immerse 
coastal cities.

Luan says he would be happy to focus on such 
issues in future works, but for now refuse is the 
perfect muse. 

“I am open to working with different materi-
als according to what I need to develop an idea 
and a project,” he says of the supplies required to 

PHOTOGRAPHER WANG JIULIANG

BEIJING'S PERIMETER OF LANDFILLS, AS MAPPED OUT BY WANG JIULIANG
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ECOLOGY

craft a new genre of “green” art. “It happened that  
recycled newspapers were exactly what I wanted 
to use for some installations … But perhaps 
another type of project would need a different 
approach in terms of materials.” 

Lietti says the necessary materials for sculp-
tures about other ecological catastrophes like 
peak oil and climate change might be difficult to 
acquire, while Luan’s newspaper installation can 
easily make a statement about waste by putting it 

to an artful, perhaps practical, and even strangely 
beautiful use. 

“Newspapers seem conceived to be thrown 
away after 24 hours,” Lietti says of the pages that 
inspired Luan’s newspaper installation. “This piece 
tries to go beyond their transient nature.”

Yang Fuqiang admits that no ecological issue 
should take priority over the others. 

“Really, it doesn’t matter what issue they 
cover, as long as they inform ordinary people 

and increase public understanding about the 
environment,” Yang says. “Because many people 
are familiar [with ecological issues] but think it 
isn’t important. If we can show them tiny changes 
they can make, like creatively dealing with litter, 
then they’ll find it actually matters.” 

Luan says trash ar t has an even greater  
potential – that it can be more effective than any 
contentious environmental protest.

“Protest posters can be preachy – art shouldn’t 
be,” he says of the benefits of a more nuanced 
ecological approach, before adding that creative 
minds need not fret that trash artwork will alien-
ate audiences. “Artists shouldn’t worry about the 
supposed limits … There are no easy or difficult, 
good or bad topics to face in art.” 

One trash artist, however, found more than 
enough reason to be concerned about limits – the 
sullied state of Beijing’s city limits, to be precise. 
Photographer Wang Jiuliang funneled that worry 
into a new form of ecological camerawork. He won 
the Gold Award for Outstanding Artist of the Year 
at the 2009 Lianzhou International Photography 
Festival – but not for the subject that he had 
originally intended to shoot. 

“At that time I needed a clean and pristine 
natural environment as a background,” he says. 
“But this environment was difficult to find. Fields 
and ponds were full of rubbish. This scene deeply 
hurt me – the pure beauty of my home is now 
gone.”

HE BEGAN TO WONDER HOW 
FAR THAT UGLY PLASTICKY 
FOLIAGE TRULY SPREAD

FROM WANG JIULIANG’S PHOTO-ESSAY “BEIJING BESIEGED BY WASTE”

A GARBAGE DUMP IN TONGZHOU DISTRICT

PHOTOS: W
ANG JIULIANG
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The scenic trees he hoped to 
capture in his lens were usually 
tangled up in plastic bags, so Wang 
would remove the l itter before 
shooting. Soon he felt more like a 
street sweeper than a photogra-
pher. Each and every lush location 
he visited was blemished by trash, 
and before long it dawned on him 
that garbage wasn’t littering the 
landscapes he hoped to photograph 
– it had become part of it. Instead of 
tidying it up, Wang began to walk 
that trashy trail back to its source.

“I started following the garbage  
trucks that arrived in my neighbor-
hood, from one   refuse collection 
point to the next,” Wang says. It led 
him to the first of many landfills 
he would photograph.” Even when 
I stood outside the landfills there 
was the pungent odor, which was 
dizzying.” 

As he tried to capture that re-
vulsion  through his stark pictures, 
Wang made a 
startling discov-
e r y.  One  day, 
as he snapped 
shots of  t rash 
rooted as deeply 
as any plant in 
sight, he began  
to wonder how 
f a r  t h a t  u g l y 
p last ick y  fo l i -
age truly spread. That night, when 
Wang went home, he turned on his 
computer and plotted the landfill’s 
location on a map. “I knew Beijing 
would have a large number of 
landfills. I used Google Earth to see 
the morphology of this landfill, then 
the general location, only to find 
a breadth [of garbage],” he says. 
“I found out that the outskirts of  
Beijing had about 11 large landfills.” 

Wang jabbed at his keyboard to 
log the position of each rubbish- 
strangled area he’d previously  
photographed outside Beij ing’s  
Sixth Ring Road. Some of those 
landfills were legal, others weren’t.  
Suddenly it was easy to literally 
connect the dots, and before him 
sat a map of a near-symmetrical  
perimeter of trash encircling the city. 
A moat of litter. Beijing’s Seventh 
Ring Road of garbage. 

He continued tracing that filthy 
outline in more detail,  both via 

his computer and on foot. By the 
project’s end he had covered around 
15,000 trash-riddled k ilometers, 
visited nearly 500 garbage dumps, 
shot more than 10,000 photos and 
over 60 hours of video. He whittled 
it down to a photo exhibit and 
adjoining documentary film, Beijing 
Besieged by Waste, which has been 
shown at universities and gallery 
junkets around the world. 

“As a photographer, I just want 
to use the images to show the city 
where I live how its garbage should 
arouse attention.”

Wang wil l  continue to raise 
that awareness with his next litter- 
themed endeavor. He is design-
ing what he calls a “junk super-
market ” that  wi l l  open late  in 
2012 to house exhibit ions and 
documentaries decrying landfills.  
It will also be a venue for packaging 
and selling trinkets he collected and 
cleaned from those trash mounds. 

Wang may 
be delving fur-
ther into such 
t r a s h  h e a p 
t h e m e s ,  b u t 
he insists that 
eco-artists like 
him aren’t ne-
glecting other 
environmental 
issues.

“It’s not just the status quo of 
trash, it ’s the reason behind the 
status quo,” Wang says of his up- 
coming junk supermarket. He says 
too few conventional outlets address 
how the products they sell become 
waste. And too few of us consumers 
acknowledge our gnawing need to 
buy more and more of what we’ll 
only turn around and toss.

“When I faced this garbage, I saw 
into the country’s consumer society. 
The casual relationship between  
production and capital  has led 
to this growing garbage prob-
lem. With some specific garbage 
waste, producers should assume 
social responsibility to recover some  
[discarded] large-scale commodities. 
I wanted to illustrate that.” 

No matter what, Wang says he 
will continue to do so.

“As long as this garbage problem 
is not solved, the creation of these 
works of art will not stop.”

“IT WAS A CHALLENGE 
I WANTED TO FACE IN MY

 WORK, TO BRING NEW LIFE 
TO SOMETHING THAT IS

   IMPLICITLY CONSIDERED
 DISPOSABLE”

SKETCHES FROM LUAN XIAO'S ART PROJECT PROPOSAL
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FUN & GAMES

TRIVIA TRAVAILS

 
 

TELL US A JOKE

WIN STUFFOLD CHINA HAND
Win a voucher for two (worth RMB 1,376) 
to The Cut’s New Year’s Eve Gala Dinner 
by correctly answering the questions of  
Trivia Travails. 

Be first to spot this month’s Bogus Ad  
and win two vouchers (worth RMB 1,360) 
for Origin Spa. 

Also up for grabs in this issue:

a Leffe gift pack,

tickets to No Go Die’s anniversary party 
with Quantic at Punk, 

tickets to the Yen Countdown party,

tickets to the Nova New Year party, 

an RMB 500 voucher for Tadka at Beijing 
Marriott Northeast, 

a special gift from Peninsula Spa by 
ESPA 

and an RMB 200 voucher for Ganges 
Indian Restaurant

Email  win@thebeijinger.com with your 
answers. Good luck!

Each month we run a series of questions 
based on the content of the issue.  
Answer them correctly and win free stuff!

This month’s prize is a voucher for two to 
The Cut’s New Year’s Eve Gala Dinner 
(valued at RMB 688 per person). 

Email answers to win@thebeijinger.com

Answers for November’s Trivia 
Travails:
1. c) Ningxia  2. d) Swensen’s   
3. c) Nov 26  4. b) Richard III   
5. b) model  6. d) all of the above   
7. a) 1.3 meters  8. c) Kashmir

Last month’s winner was Paul Dimelow.

Ola Zdzarska & 
Allison Johnson,  
Founders of Fishbowl Events 

“Two antennas met on a roof, fell in 
love, and got married. The ceremony 
wasn’t much, but the reception was 
excellent!” 

Fishbowl speed-dating events can  
help you find somebody who’s on  
your wavelength.

Qianmen’s Dashilar, 2005 and 2011. Photo by Mary Dennis

1. Alpha Wing features:
a) golf simulators
b) baseball simulators
c) flight simulators
d) fight simulators

2. When is World AIDS 
Day?
a) December 1
b) January 1
c) December 26
d) November 31

3. Characters in the LA  
Theatre Works play 
include:
a) Richard Nixon
b) Henry Kissinger
c) JFK
d) Both A and B

4. Black Soil Impres-
sions serves primarily:
a) Beijing cuisine
b) Dongbei cuisine
c) Xibei cusine
d) dirt-based cuisine

5. Beijing on a Budget 
is ________.
a) a lifestyle
b) an iPhone app
c) a book
d) a bar

6. Midi Awards honor:
a) taxi drivers
b) pole dancers
c) rock musicians
d) instrument-makers

7. Joyce Beijing is the 
_____ in the region.
a) smallest
b) largest
c) priciest
d) ugliest

8. Zhang Dali is China’s 
first _______.
a) rugby player
b) punk rocker
c) graffiti artist
d) break-dancer
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FEATURE

FEELING 
CRAFTY 

GETTING HANDS-ON WITH 
TRADITIONAL CHINESE HANDICRAFTS

The “holidays” mean different things to different people but everyone likes to receive gifts, 
feel special and make others feel the same. Now what’s going to make someone feel more 
special than receiving a handmade gift? 

We set out to learn some traditional Chinese crafts to add some Beijing authenticity to 
what we would soon create. And create we did. You can see the fruits of our labor over these next 
few pages. We’ve made gifts, given to charity and a few of us even found a new hobby along the 
way. We only regret that we weren’t able to try out all the other traditional Chinese crafts that are 
taught in Beijing. The schools and culture centers that we have featured here offer lessons in other 
crafts, ranging from grassweaving to cloisonné to tiger pillows and glassblowing. The availability 
of all these classes does vary throughout the year, so please check with them to make the proper 
arrangements.

Roll up your sleeves. What you choose to make of your newfound talents is in your hands. 

17DECEMBER 2011
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LANTERNS

“I told my teacher, Teacher Zhou, that I needed to complete one lantern 
with his help, and he looked very sad. As soon as I started working, I 
understood why. I twisted and twisted. The wires poked me. If I twisted 
in the wrong direction, I had to untwist and reshape it. An hour later, 
with hands looking like I’d arm-wrestled Wolverine, I held up a lumpy, 
misshapen panel that Teacher Zhou spent another 15 minutes fixing. 
That was one of four needed for the lantern we were constructing, not 
to mention top and bottom sections using a different weaving pattern. 
We started on a second panel, but that one didn’t go any faster, and I 
was doubtful as to whether my malformed pieces would fit together 
very obligingly. After that first lesson, I walked out of his hutong with 
fresh blisters and a foreboding sense that I had bitten off more than 
I could chew.” Marilyn Mai

Price and venue: RMB 160/two-hour session, Gift of Hope
The rewards of persevering: Completing one good-looking lantern 
with the teacher’s help takes at least 1-2 classes, while becoming 
skilled enough to make lanterns for sale would take at least 25 classes. 
Mastering the skills would take years of training.

CLAY FIGURINES

“I went there to make a Tuerye, the Rabbit God of Beijing folklore. The young artist who owns the 
workshop showed me how to set the right amount of clay into the mould and how to carve some 
tiny dents on the edge to ensure that the two halves would stick to each other perfectly. I didn’t 
realize how crucial the first step was until I eased the sculpture out of the mould – my muddy 
little Tuerye didn’t come out so smooth. I had to spend half an hour with a wooden knife fixing 
the cracks and trimming the extra clay off the edges. Fortunately, soothing classical music was 
playing on the online radio channel that the young artist was listening to. I came back three days 
later to paint the figure. Since it was my own handiwork, I didn’t have to paint my Rabbit God in 
the usual boring colors. But I still decided to give it a relatively traditional look, while other people 
in the workshop made their poor Tuerye ‘wear’ Spider Man costumes.” Michelle Dai

Price and venue: RMB 60/two sessions, Shuiguiqi Traditional Cultural Workshop
The rewards of persevering: With some basic drawing practice, suitable paintbrushes and some 
imagination, anyone can make a decent clay figure in less than three hours. If you want to create 
your own design, you’ll need to take professional classes.

18 DECEMBER 2011
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KITES

“I am handed a kite pre-glued to a sturdy bamboo frame, pre-printed with tradi-
tional Chinese motifs: bats and goldfish, for joy and fortune. Teacher Lü gives me ten 
traditional shades for Chinese painting, with red hues both warm and cool dominating 
the palette. Greens verge on the teal, and blues stain to a deep cobalt. I am shown a 
delicate method of producing subtle gradients. First, one bold stroke of color is painted, 
deliberately dryish in consistency. Another line, wetted 
slightly, is laid down next to it, and one final flourish of 
brush-tip creates a sunset-like fade. Easy-peasy-lemon-squeezy 
– or so it appears. Teacher Lü’s red-and-yellow fish scales look like they 
could swim off the page in their Technicolor splendor, but mine resemble a 
failed kernel of candy corn: solid orange and somewhat off-putting. Four scales 
later, life is a little less Halloweeny. Beginners, load up as little color as possible, and 
build up hue saturation as you go. Use the very lightest of brush-strokes, and blend darker 
into lighter with tiny circular motions. Try not to give up.” Susan Sheng

Price and venue: RMB 150/three-hour session, Tiezhi Lü
The rewards of persevering: Painting one kite, with guidance, will take about one session.  
Commit to long-term studying (a year or so) and the teacher will show you how to build one  
from scratch.

KNOT-TYING

“My teacher started to show me how a basic button knot would be done by demonstrating it to me once and then 
asking me to do it from memory. This was, of course, a major failure. Eventually, after 1.5 hours of knotting, de-knotting  
and pulling strands that should not have been pulled, I managed to make a basic, perfect button knot with her help. 
I was truly excited about my achievement. She looked at me like I was a crazy person. But all the excitement was 
lost when she decided to teach me the ‘fortune knot’(the one usually seen hanging on doors and on souvenirs). To 
make this, one needs to do the work with the help of a pillow, pins to hold the string in place and a pair of tweezers. 
Again, the teacher told me to observe her first; afterwards it would be my turn. She did it as slowly as her years of 
experience allowed her, but I managed to get lost after the fifth step.” Joana Melo

Price and venue: RMB 120/two-hour session, China Culture Center
The rewards of persevering: It usually takes one 3-hour class to master the basic button knot. Learning how to 
make a big “fortune” knot requires an additional 1-2 class sessions, depending on the dexterity of the learner.
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TUINA MASSAGE

“First, tuina’s all about pressure points. Starting 
with those on the head, the teacher – a slim, 
quiet woman with incredibly strong hands 
– reminded us to look for the little pits in the 
skull. Little pits?! This sounded mildly disturb-
ing yet fascinating. Sure enough, my fingers 
nestled into tiny divots each time I located one 
of the pressure points. Once I hit them, I felt the 
soreness and numbness I’ve usually attributed 
to a masseuse trying to punish me for making 
her rub my face. Turns out she’s just trying to 
‘release pressure’ and ‘relieve stress.’ Besides 
pressure points, we also learned a series of 
‘manipulations,’ or ‘ways to use your hands to 
treat muscles like blobs of dough.’ Grasping 
– in which we use our thumbs opposite our 
four fingers to grab a muscle and gently lift it 
from the bone – is my favorite.” Marilyn Mai

Price and venue: RMB 300/two-hour session, 
China Culture Center
The rewards of persevering: Eight sessions 
gets you familiar enough with major acupres-
sure points and technique to safely and effec-
tively treat yourself and family and friends at 
home. Becoming a professional would take 4-5 
years of study through a Traditional Chinese 
Medicine institute.

SUGAR-BLOWING

“The boiling point of sugar is 186°C. If you’re will-
ing to risk burning yourself, then you can attempt 
the entire process. The teacher gives you a dollop 
of the hot, hot gloop. You play with it in your palm 
for a while, then hollow it out with an index finger 
dipped in starch. After pinching shut one end, you 
stretch the sugar sphere out to make a needle-
thin spout. You then simultaneously blow into 
that end and pull the bubble that emerges at the 
other to make eyes, ear, legs, etc. The sugar cools 
rapidly. You have about one minute of opportu-
nity to fashion yourself a zodiac animal. Despite 
how easy the teacher’s calloused, nimble fingers 
make it look, don’t expect to be whipping up cute 
little critters to show off to your friends. When I 
eventually managed to inflate mine, it resembled 
a dehydrated tadpole much more than a mouse.” 
Elizabeth Watt

Price and venue: RMB 220/two-hour session, 
China Culture Center
The rewards of persevering: You would need to 
devote at least half a month to learn how to carry 
out the entire process on your own. More years 
are necessary to hone your skill and  attempt the 
more difficult shapes.

20 DECEMBER 2011
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CALLIGRAPHY 

“Two characters – chu (初 beginner) and xin (心 heart) – were written on 
the whiteboard. Dots indicated ‘solid’ (heavier) as opposed to ‘empty’ 
brush strokes. We would be practicing on these characters, which, to-
gether, mean ‘the beginner’s mind.’ My early efforts left labored, undistin-
guished scrapes of ink across the paper. Paul, our teacher, observed that 
my characters looked better suited for carving in stone than on delicate 
sheets of parchment. I paid more attention to my grasp of the brush, 
holding it just below the halfway point, pinched between my thumb 
on one side and index and middle fingers on the other, with the fourth 
finger supporting. ‘Let your fingers relax,’ urged Paul, encouraging us 
to be guided by the pressure of brush against paper, rather than lead-
ing with the hands. I concentrated on applying Paul’s brush-on-paper 
theory. My touch was soon more deft and assured. Even if most of my 
characters had all the charm of a Tang dynasty poem put through Google 
Translate, they were slowly becoming legible.” Iain Shaw

Price and venue: RMB 160/single  
sess ion,  RMB 480/four-sess ion 
course, China Culture Center
The rewards of persevering:  A  
single phrase can take up to ten 
hours of practice. Full mastery, on the 
other hand, is not even guaranteed 
over the course of a lifetime. 

EGG CARVING

“Like any smug apprentice, I walked into Master Ma’s hutong house imagining 
that I would make a masterpiece good enough to be exhibited at the Expo. Of 
course my self-righteousness was smashed. First of all, I totally forgot how fragile 
an egg is until I needed to make the smallest hole to get the egg white out. Let 
the sharp edge of the knife scratch the center point in the egg bottom gently, 
because there’s a certain limit of how much pressure you can put on that egg, 
and according to Ma, that limit gets bypassed very often. Once, they ended 
up cooking 12 eggs after one class. (Nope, they don’t waste any eggs.) The fun 
part finally comes after the egg’s been cleaned inside out. As a beginner, I was 
told to draw a stylish 福 (‘good fortune’) on the egg with a pencil. Drawing on 
a twisted solid oval turns out to be a little different than drawing on a piece of 
paper.” Michelle Dai

Price and venue: RMB 160/two-hour session, Gift of Hope
The rewards of persevering: A single session only gets you a shell with a few 
awkward scratches – that is, if you don’t break any eggs. Beginners need at least 
five hours to complete a piece. It takes years of practice to become a master.
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PEKING OPERA MASK PAINTING

“‘Do the left side and then copy’ was good advice but not so easy to stick to. The need to 
control a brush, to be able to press harder and softer, was beyond me. Everyone in the room 
now realized that I had no artistic skills whatsoever. My lesson in mask-painting turned into 
a session on Chinese painting, period. It started with me learning how to hold the brush. It 
continued with two adults wrestling my fingers into the right position. There was improve-
ment. The paper I was now being encouraged to practice on looked pretty clean. Back to the 
face. I wasn’t getting any better at the fiddly bits. I approximated what I’d seen. Some bits were 
better than others. More importantly, we found a workaround for my shakiness when holding 
the mask. Lean the mask on the table. And take lessons in Chinese painting with Gift of Hope. 
(If you’re in any doubt, mine is the mask on the right.)” Jonathan White

Price and venue: RMB 160/two-hour session, Gift of Hope
The rewards of persevering: After five to ten hours of practice, you should be able to 
competently make passable masks on your own. Additional faces will take more lessons – and 
then months and years of daily practice to perfect.

PAPERCUTTING

“You can’t really call yourself a paper-cut artiste until you’re coming up with your own 
designs. But even copying and cutting someone else’s scene involves some serious 
scissor work. Having graduated from straight lines, I was given a pre-traced butterfly. 
This may seem equally infantile. But it involved the challenge of ever-so-slowly 
slicing tiny wedges and consistent lines, and constantly resisting the temptation to 
pull out bits of paper that don’t fall off immediately. When you’re ready to take off 
your stencil training-wheels, there is even more potential for screw-ups. An over-
sight of one millimeter can leave you a dove without a toe, a butterfly without an 
antenna, a flower without a stigma. And you certainly can’t correct your boo-boos 
with a bit of glue or sticky-tape.” Elizabeth Watt

Price and venue: RMB 160/two-hour session, Gift of Hope
The rewards of persevering: It’s not complicated to start and produce something 
beautiful, but you’ll need years of practice to perfect your craft.
 

PAPERCUTTING

“You can’t really call yourself a paper-cut artiste until you’re coming up with your own 
designs. But even copying and cutting someone else’s scene involves some serious 
scissor work. Having graduated from straight lines, I was given a pre-traced butterfly. 
This may seem equally infantile. But it involved the challenge of ever-so-slowly 
slicing tiny wedges and consistent lines, and constantly resisting the temptation to 
pull out bits of paper that don’t fall off immediately. When you’re ready to take off 
your stencil training-wheels, there is even more potential for screw-ups. An over-
sight of one millimeter can leave you a dove without a toe, a butterfly without an 
antenna, a flower without a stigma. And you certainly can’t correct your boo-boos 
with a bit of glue or sticky-tape.” 

Price and venue
The rewards of persevering: 
beautiful, but you’ll need years of practice to perfect your craft.

BEADMAKING

“Play-Doh was the first thing that came into my mind when I saw all the different-
colored chunks of clay lined up, but when I saw my teacher using a really sharp 
blade (and some serious strength) to cut it, I realized my work was cut out for me. 
Polymer clay is tricky. It looks easy to work with, but you might get a bit frustrated 
in the beginning. You will have to roll it into a ball to warm it up until it’s moldable. 
If you do it too lightly (as I did), you will get nowhere fast; do it too hard and the 
clay will break into pieces. You’ll have to start all over again until you figure out 
the right amount of strength. The color might also transfer onto your hands. Start 
by rolling the light(est) color first, or else your white ball of clay might end up as a 
pink ball, as happened to me.” Joana Melo

Price and venue: RMB 200/one-hour session, Gaoboeidian Folk Cultures Street
The rewards of persevering: One session is all you need to grasp the basics, and 
eight sessions to call yourself an expert.
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DINING

There are things you can be 
sure of in Beijing. Guobao rou 
and roujiamo will make you fat, 

Xinjiang nut cake-peddlers will rip 
you off, and Jenny Lou’s will never 
have fapiao. But everything else is 
as uncertain as a rookie Beijing taxi 
driver. That’s why we don’t make pre-
dictions. Over in the United States, 
however, our fellow food lovers at 
Food & Wine do, so I thought I’d 
measure up developments in Beijing 
over this past 12 months with the 
trends Food & Wine tipped to take 
the world of food by storm in 2011.

Food & Wine foresaw iPad wine 
lists. Those are still a rarity in Beijing, 
but Peking Legacy has an iPad 
menu, and special mention also 
to 99 Digital Restaurant for their  
efforts in pioneering digital order-
ing – even if the experience is more 
Apple Macintosh than iPad. Next 

up, bike deliveries. Hardly a new  
phenomenon for Beijing, but Gung 
Ho!, Element Fresh, Jinshisong, 
Obentos and the ever-expanding 
Annie’s are just a few who have 
taken two-wheeled deliveries to 
new heights in 2011. Oyster bars 
aren’t yet the new cupcakes, but 
with the Westin Chaoyang’s new 
seafood promotion at Seasonal 
Tastes, and Starfish now open in 
the former W Dine & Wine space, 
expect more mollusks to come in 
2012. Cooking schools? Beijing’s 
had them for years. Offal? Don’t 
make me laugh.

Beijing has also fared reason-
ably well with drinks. Food & Wine 
expected both “vintage beers” and 
“beer collaborations,” and though 
vintage hasn’t happened, there 
was collaboration and invention 
from Great Leap in a good year 

for beer in Beijing. Food & Wine also 
told us to look out for DIY soda, 
and though it’s still more drip than 
flood in Beijing, there seems to be a 
lot of homemade lemonade going 
around these days – Home Plate 
BBQ springs to mind.

Of course, many of Food & Wine’s 
predictions failed to “trend” in Beijing 
this year. No books from Beijing 
chefs. No rooftop vegetable gardens. 
Food and rock festivals have not yet 
mixed to any effect beyond chuan’r 
and stomachaches. But Beijing’s 
long journey towards recognition 
as a global food capital continues, 
and we can be sure a few of Food & 
Wine’s 2011 predictions will come 
to fruition in Beijing in 2012. Look 
forward to reading more about  
bespoke ice-pops and savory cup-
cakes – and hopefully a few home-
grown trends as well.

NEW OPENINGS
Temple Restaurant Beijing ,  the 
new fine dining project managed 
by former Maison Boulud GM Ignace 
Lecleir, is now open. 

Gung Ho! Pizza opened its new Lido 
branch last month. There’s space for 
around 20-30 sit-in diners, a basement 
designed as a central kitchen serving 
future Gung Ho! branches and an im-
pressive training center. Expect more 
expansion from Gung Ho! in 2012.

Another new Ganges to report, this 
time in the U-Center in Wudaokou.

Rug Bagel & Cafe at Lishui Jiayuan, 
just opposite Chaoyang Park South 
Gate, is open and serving bagels and 
other cafe fare with an organic slant.

Lily’s Diner has opened a new branch 
at Sihui. 

Ours is a new Japanese barbecue 
restaurant on Lucky Street.

Assaggi’s owners recently opened  
patisserie Da Giuliano next door.

We featured fantast ic  Japanese  
eatery Vin Zai a few months ago. 
They’ve now added yakitori items and 
changed their name to Vin Vi. 

IN THE OVEN
Brasserie Flo’s exciting new Xiaoyun 
Lu branch, featuring a bakery and 
terrace, will open in January.

Pekotan is rumored to be opening 
a new bakery next year. If you need 
any proof that this must be good 
news, see p36.

Look out for new banh mi joint V-Sub 
opening in World City before the year’s 
end. They’re planning further expan-
sion in Chaowai Soho, Sanlitun, the 
Kerry Centre and Guomao in 2012.

Va Va Voom offshoot VietExpress is 
set to open soon in Wangjing.

The O2 Bookstore in Wudaokou has 
closed, along with the rest of the 
chain. Could Lush swallow up the 
leftover space? We hope so.

MIXING IT UP
Dig deep for Kagen ’s  Christmas  
charity dinner on December 10, 
w hich  a im s  to  ra i s e  money for  
Beijing International Committee for  
Chinese Orphans. 

Westin Chaoyang has some great 
seafood on offer in the evenings at 
Seasonal Tastes. They’ve got several 
types of oyster, as well as lobster, huge 
shrimps and much more besides. 

The Ritz-Carlton Beij ing and JW  
Marr iott  have welcomed Bruno  
Correa on board as the new executive 
chef for both hotels.

N e w  Vi l l a g e  Ca fe  c h e f  D a r re n  
Greenwood’s series of theme nights 
features curries on Wednesday, steaks 
on Thursday and fish ‘n’ chips on 
Friday.

NIBBLES 
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CAPITAL BITES
IAIN SHAW WANTS A CORNFLAKE ICE-POP

JW MARRIOTT AND RITZ-CARLTON BEIJING PRESENT NEW CHEF BRUNO CORREA
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KERRY CAN COOK

Perhaps the most impressive result of the 
Kerry Hotel’s renovation, Kerry’s Kitchen 
shakes up the stock “all-day dining” format 

while looking amazing in the process.
Rightly acclaimed for their work on Made in 

China at the Grand Hyatt, not to mention IFW 
and The Private Room at the Park Hyatt, designers 
Super Potato have set the scene beautifully. An 
impeccable design incorporates great lighting 
and natural elements like counters of rock and 
tabletops of thick wood. 

K er r y ’s  K i tchen of fers  a  breakfast  and 
lunch buffet, but the a la carte dinner is most  

rewarding. Restaurants often achieve variety at 
the expense of quality, but this one succeeds in 
balancing a tapestry of Asian cuisines with a few 
solid Western dishes – the foie gras burger comes 
highly recommended. Also, be sure to order from 
the teppanyaki selection. The beef tenderloin 
(RMB 420 for 200g), served in perfect cubes of 
meaty succulence, was incredible with the spicy, 
sour chimichurri dip. Glazed in a honey-based 
dressing, the chicken wings (RMB 98 for six) might 
be too sweet for some, but are plump and great 
fun to eat. The Thai beef salad (RMB 108) was 
refreshing, but watch out – it’s insanely hot. Less 
menacingly spicy, the laksa was low on oil, big on 
sour seafood flavor. Probably the best laksa I’ve 
tasted in Beijing, though I’m no connoisseur.

Durian panna cotta and tofu pudding are 
among the dessert offerings, and there’s also a 
bar squeezing fresh juices at lunch and cocktails 
in the evening. Round off dinner with a Clove 
Citrus Stormy (RMB 65), or head over to Centro to 
try their new drinks list. 15 percent service charge 
applies. Iain Shaw 

Standout dishes: Laksa, teppanyaki beef  
tenderloin
Also try: IFW

CONTE M PORARY I NTE R NATIONAL

KERRY’S KITCHEN
Daily 6am-1am. 1/F, Kerry Hotel, 1 Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang District (6561 8833 ext 40)
朝阳区光华路1号嘉里酒店1层

PHOTOS: NATURE ZHANG, SUSAN SHENG AND COURTESY OF KERRY HOTEL

WHAT’S NEW RESTAURANTS

SUPER POTATO, SUPER DESIGN

BAKE R I ES,  DE LIS & CAN DY

FLOUR
Daily 9am-9pm. Store 118, B1/F, Bldg A, Sanlitun Soho, 
Chaoyang District (5785 3060) www.flourcake.com
朝阳区三里屯Soho A座地下1层118铺  

It ’s not hard to be a cake snob in this city. 
Where plenty of Chinese-owned joints have 
failed at pasta and steak, many excel at cake. 
Add to this f igure a number of fantastic 
European bakeries. From this perspective, 
Flour is neither particularly exciting nor filling 
a geographical niche (unlike French-run 
neighbour, Amandine). On the bright side, their 
chocolate-banana-caramel cake (RMB 30/slice) 
does have an addictive, faintly boozy richness 
and a fantastic crumb. The same cannot be said 
of all their offerings, with the mille-crepe cake 
(RMB 25/slice) both bland and cloying. Flour’s 
club sandwich (RMB 32) contained a thin slice 
of Spam-ish processed ham, bacon flat-charred 
to death and a sad lack of turkey. Flour executes 
a couple of sweet stunners (I’d recommend 
many of their chocolate-based desserts), but 
do tread carefully. Susan Sheng

Also try: Amandine, Cake Bros

CLUB SANDWICH

CONTE M PORARY CH I N ESE

JUSONG 菊香

Daily 11am-9.30pm. LG-15, Sanlitun Village North, 
11 Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang District (6413 2275)
朝阳区三里屯路11号三里屯Village北区LG-15

Ever had simple, regional Chinese food in a 
contemporary setting? No, because restaurants  
can’t charge enough to cover rents in places  
l ike Sanl i tun Vi l lage Nor th.  Unless they 
dream up dubious “themes” and decorate  
dishes with cherry tomato halves. Jusong’s 
theme concerns the Great Helmsman –  
specifically, famous banquets he presided 
over (RMB 250-440 per couple). As Mao was a  
cosmopolitan chap, his Western favorites are  
featured here in the form of oxtail soup and 
prawn cocktail. But “serving the people” isn’t 
a dogma the staff bothered with. The food 
was average and overpriced – RMB 168 for 
“red-braised” pork (hongshao rou). And the art-
bookshop-meets-coffee-bar setting just jars. To 
rebel is justified. Tom O’Malley

Standout dishes: “Lion’s head” meatballs, 
tiramisu

"RED-BRAISED" PORK
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ITALIAN

MILANO CAFE
Daily 10am-11pm. Unit 108, Bldg 11, Central Park,  
6 Chaoyangmenwai Dajie, Chaoyang District (6597 9008)
朝阳区朝阳门外大街6号新城国际11号楼108室

This tiny Italian restaurant offers a decent (if 
standard) selection of antipasti ,  pastas and  
risottos, and meat and seafood main courses. 
Milano Cafe’s owner was born in China, but 
grew up in Milan. He obviously knows what he’s 
aiming for, but Milano is currently falling a little 
short in terms of authenticity. The set lunch deals  
(RMB 56-76) offer decent value, but the “second 
courses” didn’t do enough to convince me to 
spend extra on dinner. The tagliata di manzo 
(grilled beef tenderloin with arugula and Grana 
cheese, RMB 126) tasted good, but cooled quickly. 
Adding something on the side to retain heat would 

help. I’d make exception for the homemade pasta 
– the seafood tagliatelle (RMB 108) had good 
texture – and the tiramisu is also pretty good, 
though a huge sugar rush. House wine is available  
in half-liter carafes (RMB 75), and deliveries  
are offered within 2km. Iain Shaw

Standout dishes: Seafood tagliatelle, tiramisu
Also try: LMPlus, Alla Osteria

From time to time, I’ve wondered why the 
“Western” option offered in Beijing hotels is 
almost always an Italian restaurant. I suppose 

it’s something to do with Italian dining offering 
the best compromise between accessibility and 
refinement: “fancier” than American food, less 
pretentious than French.

Bene is one of Beijing’s better examples of  
Italian-in-hotel, especially if you work at the Global 
Trade Center or live around the area. But anybody 
who considers themselves a pizza fan should go 
try the rolled-up Bene pizza. 

The simplicity of the starters highlights the 
quality of the produce. For once, we get a caprese  
(RMB 88) where spongy, creamy chunks of  
mozzarella dominate thinner slices of tomato. 
Unlike some of the soggy carpaccio dished up 
in Beijing, Bene’s Carpaccio di Manzo (RMB 98) 
uses mouthwatering beef, complemented by 
parmesan and balsamic dressing. Chef Francesco 
Sanna’s risotto (RMB 108-128), honed over years 
spent working in the area around Lake Garda, is 
also worth a look. The sausage and porcini risotto 
was just a little overpowering, though – I’d go for 
one of the other options next time.

The pizzas (RMB 78-118) are Bene’s biggest 
draw. I’d suggest ordering one to share along with 
a pasta or main course. A window into the stone 
pizza oven allows diners to keep tabs on their  
pizzas-in-progress. The crust is thin and crispy, 
with a doughy spring, while the toppings aren’t 
too heavy. The pick of the bunch is the signature 
Bene pizza, a base wrapped three times with a  
filling of mozzarella, salami, bell and chilli peppers. 
I’d go back for this alone. A 15 percent service 
charge applies. Iain Shaw

Standout dishes: Bene pizza, Insalata Caprese
Also try: Prego, Alio Olio

HOTEL ITALIA
ITALIAN

BENE
Daily 11am-2.30pm, 5.30-10.30pm. 2/F,  Sheraton Beij ing Dongcheng,  
36 Beisanhuan Donglu (west side of Global Trade Center), Dongcheng District 
(5798 8888)
东城区北三环东路36号（环球贸易中心西边）北京金隅喜来登酒店酒店2层

SEAFOOD TAGLIATELLE

 BENE PIZZA 

TIRAMISU
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OH SHUCKS
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WHAT’S NEW RESTAURANTS

SEAFOOD

STARFISH
Daily 11.30am-2.30pm, 6-10pm. 22-1 Dongzhimenwai Dajie (opposite Canadian Embassy), 
Chaoyang District (6416 9838)
朝阳区东直门外大街22-1号（加拿大大使馆对面）

If Chris Herbert were any more 
passionate about bivalve mol-
lusks, you’d worry about what he 

gets up to when Starfish closes for 
the night. In this slick new oyster 
bar (where W Dine & Wine used to 
live), his imported shellfish get the 
VIP treatment, doused continuously 
in a filtered saltwater rain bath until 
they’re shucked and served – live, 
lithe and lovely – on a bed of ice. 

The varieties on offer here, with 
names like Little Skookum, Virginica 
and Kumo Moto, vary in size, texture 
and taste to a marvelous degree. 
The Olympia oysters were miniscule, 
with a metallic, mineral complexity. 
Little Skookum were bulbous and 
silky – delicious with a drizzle of 
mignonette. You can order by the 
pair, or go all-out with the “Shucker’s 

Choice” (RMB 360 for 12), a seasonal 
sampler platter. 

It ’s not all raw. Chef Coleman, 
a Beijinger, knocks out deceptively 
simple crab cakes (RMB 76), with 
a textured mouthfeel that points 
to much recipe tinkering. “Jumbo 
lump, lump, special and claw,” ex-
plains Chris, identifying the meaty 
parts of a crab – the equivalent of 
short loin, flank and brisket. Shrimp 
cocktail (RMB 86) had a nice wasabi 
bite to the sauce, and a grilled fillet 
of Atlantic flounder (RMB 139) was 
another well-sourced if unadventur-
ous ode to the 1970s, served with 
lemon parsley butter and rice.

A neat  wine se lect ion plus 
cocktails designed by Mao Mao 
Chong puts the “bar” into oyster bar, 
an institution which, incidentally, is 
all the rage in the food capitals of the 
world. If oysters are the next trend to 
hit Beijing, Starfish is a strong start. 
Tom O’Malley

Standout dishes: Oysters, crab 
cakes
Also try: Let’s Seafood, East 33 (for 
seafood buffet)

JOIN THE DOTS

The great fish moved silently 
t h r o u g h  t h e  r e s t a u r a n t , 
propelled by short sweeps of 

its crescent tail. The young couple, 
complacently chewing zhajiang 
mian, felt fear. Then the shark turned 
suddenly to the left, and with two 
quick thrusts … nose-dived into 
their noodles.

To all you eco-nuts who say shark 
has no place in a Chinese restaurant, 
I  beg to di f fer.  But  only when 
the shark is helium-filled, radio-
controlled and the waitress lets you 
play with it while couples pretend 
to enjoy their dates.

The predator patrols  a bare 
cream and turquoise space which, 
beneath its contemporary veneer, 
has a thrown-together, overbright 
look that seems a Chinese design 
trademark. The menus are on iPads, 
which is the biggest waste of 16 
gigabytes I can think of. The food, 
contemporary Chinese with a local 
twist, isn’t all that bad, though. Lotus 
root kung pao chicken (RMB 28) 

was flavor-packed without being 
too sweet. Steamed organic kale 
leaves (RMB 38) were emerald fresh, 
the noodles with eggplant sauce 
(RMB 18) faultless. Mushrooms fried 
to a crisp in duck liver “foie gras” 
(RMB 68) nearly succeeded, but 
were too salty and dry. Similarly, 
beef with wheat gluten (RMB 48) 
tasted like it had been braised in the 
Dead Sea. Admittedly, we were too 
wimpy to order the sea cucumber 
stir-fry, ground pigeon tortillas or an 
appetizer called “stinky peanuts.”

The restaurant ’s  ex ter ior  i s 
covered  in  po lk a  dots ,  and  a 
giraffe and bat grace the logo; the 
animals pertain to some boring life-
style “concept.” Style over substance? 
More like flawed execution. But did I 
mention the shark? Tom O’Malley

Standout dishes: Eggplant noodles, 
lotus root kung pao chicken
Also try: Madam Zhu’s Kitchen, 
Hong Lu

CONTE M PORARY CH I N ESE

PEKING LEGACY 福禄寿禧

Daily 11am-11pm. Northeast corner of Beixinqiao (next to subway exit B), Dongzhimennei Dajie, 
Dongcheng District (6226 6368)
东城区东直门内大街（北新桥地铁站B出口）

SHUCKER'S CHOICE

LOTUS ROOT KUNG PAO CHICKEN
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KERRY'S KITCHEN
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Say what  you wi l l  about  the 
Manchus, but dang, they can run 
a restaurant. From the orderly 
queuing system (with complimen-
tary tea and snacks) to the photo 
cards on the table introducing the 
servers, Najia Xiaoguan is among 
the slickest operations in town. 
But – and this is the clincher – it’s 
relaxing and comfortable. Lighting 
is subtle, chairs are huge and our 
fuwuyuan even found us an ice 
bucket for our well-priced bottle 
of Louis Latour Chardonnay. 

But the main reason that folk 
queue up nightly is the afford-
able, meaty Imperial fare. Pot-
braised venison (RMB 78) is the 
signature, served in a mini ceramic 

jar. The menu says it “invigorates 
the spleen” – the good news is 
it gives your taste buds a decent 
workout too. “Salty duck” (RMB 
28), thin shreds of smoky meat 
layered into a mound, is surely 
one of the tastiest non-kaoya 
duck dishes in Beijing, and the 
“red-braised pork” (RMB 98) was so 
unctuous we had to ask for a 
spoon.

For a birthday bash or other cel-
ebration, Najia Xiaoguan is a royal 
treat. Just book ahead or you’ll be 
queuing with the commoners. Tom 
O’Malley

Also try: Mei Wei Zhen, Red Capital 
Club 

I M PE R IAL

NAJIA XIAOGUAN
Daily 11.30am-10pm. 10 Yonganli (south of the LG Twin Towers), Jianguomenwai Dajie, 
Chaoyang District (6567 3663)
朝阳区建国门外大街永安里10号(双子座大厦南侧)

POT-BRAISED VENISON

BACK FOR MORE

PEKING LEGACY
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A TASTE OF HOME

28 DECEMBER 2011

If you thought the Chinese take food seriously, 
for Singaporeans it’s a matter of life and death. 
If you don’t believe me, try lunch around noon 
at Lau Pa Sak on a Saturday. To prove the point, 

Tang Weng Chau from the Singaporean Embassy 
invited me along to the Xindong Lu restaurant 
with an assembled crew of Singaporean foodies 
(and one from Hong Kong). The Singaporeans 
see strength in numbers. “If there were just a few 
of us, we wouldn’t be able to finish all this food,” 
Tang laughs, as waitresses mill back and forth, 
loading our table with countless dishes.

 According to our experts, Singaporean food 
is best typified by huge hawker centers hosting 
multitudes of food stalls. Billing itself as “authentic 
hawker’s food,” Lau Pa Sak attempts to distill that 

experience onto a single menu. Tang explains the 
difficulty of this approach: “In a hawker center, the 
hawkers all specialize in only one or two things, 
so the food is really good. But here, where they 
offer 30 or 40 different items, the quality can be 
a little bit uneven. You find that maybe they’re 
good in five or six items, but definitely not across 
the board.” The others assure me this is true of all 
Singaporean restaurants in Beijing.

“I think the laksa here is really good, and the 
carrot cake – those are the two items I go for 
every time I come here,” Tang enthuses. His friends 
agree that the laksa (RMB 40) is up to snuff. The 
noodles seem different to my own idea of what 
laksa should be, but the broth – a dry, grating 
spice and shrimpy scent – is solid. “Making laksa is 

a very cumbersome process,” suggests Peh Shing 
Huei, The Straits Times’ China bureau chief. “That’s 
why we go out to eat it,” Tang adds. “It’s tedious 
to prepare – even the broth requires a lot of 
prawns.”

Singapore’s “carrot cake” (RMB 38), juicy cubes 
of radish, fried and served with a chilli dip, bears 
some resemblance to the luobo gao served in dim 
sum restaurants. I don’t enjoy it as much as some 
other dishes, like the chicken curry or Hainan 
chicken rice (RMB 48), but my hosts insist it’s an 
essential dish at Lau Pa Sak.

Peh describes Hainan chicken rice as some-
thing approximating a national dish. But it’s as 
likely to divide its people as to unite them. “If 
you ask a group of Singaporeans,” Peh explains 

SINGAPORE
DELICACIES OF THE LION CITY
by Iain Shaw
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with some amusement, “we’d all 
disagree on which place does the 
best Hainan chicken rice. It’s like 
Peking duck – one person will like 
Da Dong, another Made in China, 
and so on.” 

No sign of disharmony on this 
occasion, though – for this group, 
Lau Pa Sak’s chicken rice doesn’t 
quite make the grade. Peh sets 
out the criteria. “We judge it based 
on how fragrant the rice is. How 
tender the chicken is. And how 
good the chilli is. You might find 
a place with good chicken, but the 
rice isn’t good enough.”

The critiques are incisive and 
precise. “I would say the chilli 
isn’t good enough here,” says one 
voice. “Not spicy enough,” says 
another, adding: “The rice isn’t 
fragrant enough either. But the 
chicken is tender – I think they’ve 
done a pretty good job with 
that.” Tang recommends Orchard 
7 as his standby spot for Hainan 
chicken rice. “They do two or three 
things better than Lau Pa Sak. The 
chicken rice, then there’s this dish 
called hor fun – usually seafood, 
served with a gooey gravy.”

Peh introduces a Singaporean’s 
take on a familiar complaint. “You 

know that getting fresh seafood 
is very hard in Beijing,” he begins. 
“Compare that to Singapore, 
where there’s not only a lot of fresh 
seafood, but it’s also very cheap. 
When Anthony Bourdain came to 
Singapore, he rated this one tiny 
seafood restaurant as one of his 
ten best in the world.” Tang seems 
surprised by the anecdote, if not 
the point it illustrates.

For Beijing-based Singapore-
ans, trips home are as much about 
catching up with favorite foods as 
favorite family members. “We draw 
up a list of all the things we want 
to do – laksa on this street, chicken 
rice on that street – and check 
them off. That’s what we do when 
we go home,” Peh chuckles. For a 
nation this obsessive about their 
food, living in Beijing must be a 
kind of culinary martyrdom. That’s 
why, even if places like Orchard 7 
and Lau Pa Sak only excel in five 
or six dishes, these restaurants 
offer an essential lifeline for their 
food-crazed community.

Lau Pa Sak. Daily 11am-11pm. 
7 Xindong Lu, Chaoyang District 
(6417 0952) 
老巴刹,朝阳区新东路7号
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12 DUCKS OF CHRISTMAS
GIVE SOME SKIN THIS FESTIVE SEASON
by Tom O’Malley

FEATURE

What better gift for your 
true love this season 
than a Pek ing duck 
(roasted over) a pear 

tree (fire)? The empress of courtly 
roasts beats a stuffed turkey any 
day of the year. To celebrate the dish 
Beijing gave the world, check out 
our wholly subjective list of what 
we consider to be the best dozen 
ducks in the city.

DUCK DE CHINE
Our ranking: 1
Price: RMB 238+10%
“We ate nothing but duck for nine 
months.” Father-son chef team Peter 
and Wilson Lam didn’t let coronary 
heart failure stand in the way of their 
mission to crack the quacker. But 
what did the Cantonese duo learn? 
“Two-kilo ducks, culled at between 
43-45 days old, roasted for exactly 65 
minutes over 30-year-old date tree 
wood (imported from Shanxi).” Got 

all that? Simply put, the skin here 
(and it’s all about the skin) is more  
aromatically sweet and perfumed 
than any other. The multilayered,  
house-made sauce, theatr ical ly 
topped with sesame, peanut paste 
and crisp fried garlic, puts this duck 
out of sight.

MADE IN CHINA
Our ranking: 2
Price: RMB 238+15%
Yes it’s in a five-star hotel, but this  
kaoya dian is strictly old-school. 
Executive Chef Jin, a gruff, tough 
Beij inger,  presides over a small 
team of black-belt roasters, several 
of whom have been slinging ducks 
for over two decades. Presentation 
is impeccable: Made in China serves 
a separate dish of skinless breast 
meat, which you’re supposed to eat 
wrapped in a pancake with scallions 
as a prelude to “the works” – leg meat, 
skin, cucumber, duck sauce and a lit-
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lacquered skin and a drier, firmer 
lean meat. Worth lining up for? Yes, 
but try the sea cucumber too.

IFW
Our ranking: 5
Price: RMB 188
Flanked on all sides by blazing woks 
and enticing aromas, IFW, in the 
belly of the Yintai Center, feels more 
like an upscale food court than a  
hotel restaurant. Chef Yang’s kaoya, 
arranged like flower petals on a  
single large plate, manages to be 
rich and succulent yet light on the 
stomach. Roasted in electric ovens 
due to fire regulations, the secret, 
according to Yang, is temperature 
control. “Adjusting the oven temper-
ature several times during cooking 
allows us to control the oiliness.”

BIANYIFANG
Our ranking: 6
Price: RMB 148-198
B e i j i n g’s  n e w e s t  o l d e s t  d u c k  
restaurant has been recently restored  
to its perch on “Fresh Fish Crossroads” 
(pun intended) – better known as 
Xianyukou Hutong, an ersatz street 
food alleyway that meanders east 
from Qianmen Dajie. Back in the 
1400s, Bianyifang developed the 
“closed-oven” technique for roasting 
duck. The restaurant still uses this 
technique today, whereas almost 
all its competitors now use the  
Quanjude-pioneered method of 
roasting over an open flame. In  
practice, Bianyifang’s method results 

tle minced garlic. “Roll them small 
enough to eat in one mouthful,”  
advises Jin. Oops, too late.

CHYNNA
Our ranking: 3
Price: RMB 239+15%
Chynna gives Beijing’s specialist 
duck restaurants a stiff lesson in 
fowl-roasting. Thick , remarkably 
non-greasy skin has a shatteringly 
crisp yet yielding texture – you can 
actually hear the knife bite through 
it when the chef starts carving. 
The lean meat is succulent and 
rich; you’ll be stuffed after three or 
four pancakes. And because they 
only roast a few birds each service, 
you feel like your dish has had the 
care and attention such noble fowl 
deserves.

DA DONG ROAST DUCK
Our ranking: 4
Price: RMB 238
Da Dong’s “Artistic Conception of 
Chinese Cuisine” is one of the few  
restaurant menus you could use 
to f ight off an armed assailant.  
The weighty tome contains an  
astonishing 200 dishes (photo-
graphed by the man himself ), some 
looking more like abstract sculptures 
than edibles. But most customers  
never make it  past page one –  
“superlean” roast duck. Da Dong’s 
now much-imitated slower roast 
apparently renders off twice the 
fat of birds cooked the Quanjude 
way, resulting in a typically crisp, 
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in the duck skin being softer and 
paler, the meat juicier and ever so 
slightly pink, with a higher ratio of 
meat to skin. If you take your lean 
meat seriously, this is a royal feast. 

XIHE YAYUAN
Our ranking: 7
Price: RMB 223
Xihe Yayuan’s beautifully presented 
birds have tender flesh and crisp, full 
skin, but fall short of the very best 
on aromatic quality. Full marks, how-
ever, for their exceedingly clever, 
custom-made circular condiment 
containers. A steamer of spinach- 
flavored and plain pancakes rests 
over a candle in the middle, keep-
i n g  t h e m  w a r m 
a n d  n o n - s t i c k y 
(brilliant!). It ’s sur-
rounded by l itt le 
clock-face compart-
ments with all the 
usual  f i l lers  p lus 
blueberry sauce (in which to dip 
the skin) and minced garlic. They 
also do a duck meat pizza, which 
is just silly. 

JIUHUASHAN ROAST DUCK
Our ranking: 8
Price: RMB 168
This little-known duck restaurant in 
west Beijing fills out on weekends 
with a mostly local crowd. George 
W. Bush ate there, which counts for 
something – though he probably 
just got lost on his way to the zoo. 
It’s unashamedly untrendy and low-
key, but the duck, in the Quanjude  
tradition, earns plaudits from some of 
Beijing’s most notable homegrown  
foodies. Worth a trip if you live  
nearer the west side of the city, and 
more authentically “Beijing” (and less 
touristy) than most on this list.

JINGZUN PEKING DUCK 
RESTAURANT
Our ranking: 9
Price: RMB 88
With a bit of DIY tinkering, the duck 
here is a delicious bargain. Here’s 
what you do – tell your fuwuyuan 
that you want it cooked for an extra 
ten minutes. This both crisps the 

skin and firms up the flesh, with big 
gains in flavor. It’s like getting a Da 
Dong duck at less than half the price.  
Well, maybe that’s pushing it, but 
this is still the best duck in Beijing 
under RMB 100.

LUNAR 8
Our ranking: 10
Price: RMB 248+15%
Only the plumpest 45-day-old birds 
are selected for roasting in Lunar 8’s 
basement show kitchen. Avuncular 
black-robed chefs man the tall, 
red-brick ovens, roasting the ducks  
longer for a leaner bite. A signature 
rub of medicinal herbs and spices 
helps crisp up and flavor the skin,  

giv ing it  a  per-
fumed, aromatic 
quality.

QUANJUDE
Our ranking: 11
Price: RMB 239

What we think of as Peking duck –  
pancakes, hung ovens, fruit wood 
– is all down to Quanjude. One of  
China’s 500 “most valuable brands,”  
the quality across the dozen or so 
branches is nevertheless inconsist-
ent, and the birds tend to be some-
what clumsily presented, which 
irks when you’re paying a tourist 
premium. Mind you,  I ’ve never 
had a bad one, and you do get a  
numbered certificate of authenticity  
with each bird,  at  least  at  the  
Hepingmen branch. And the duck 
heart dumplings are super.

XIANG MAN LOU
Our ranking: 12
Price: RMB 168
This long-running standby st i l l 
delivers dependably tasty duck at 
its trio of restaurants. They are a 
notch cheaper than the headline- 
grabbers,  although prices have 
gone up considerably in the last 12 
months. Dependable jiachang cai 
makes this place popular with local 
families, so you may have to queue –  
they only take reservations before 
6.30pm.

For venue information, see Directory.
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LAST ORDERS

The venue
I’d do it in a nice old courtyard like 
The CourtYard, Dali Courtyard or 
Huajia Yiyuan. Better if it’s open-air, 
possibly in the royal gardens of 
the Summer Palace. Any of these  

PHOTO: JUDY ZHOU

from Hengshan Hui or Tang Palace, 
and many other dumplings and 
appetizers like xiaolong bao from 
Din Tai Fung.

The prawn and almond skewers 
from Middle 8th, but without the 
sauce – this dish deserves a better 
sauce. Also Middle 8th’s Yunnan herb 
salad, with its perfect spicy soybean 
vinaigrette, to give a crunch and 
fresh touch.

Then a nice Guizhou-style suan-
tang yu (sour fish soup) from Da Gui 
– the refreshing, tangy flavor would 
clean the palate. A lychee-calamansi 
sorbet would also do the job.     

The main courses
Of course, the star of Beijing, the 
roast duck. Duck de Chine, Quan-
jude, Da Dong or Made in China 
– any of those are great. Then the 
Beggar’s Chicken from Wumingju 
or Made in China. Steamed fish 
qingzheng-style from Hengshan 
Hui. And fresh gongbao lobster from 
Tang Palace – they don’t have it on 
the menu, I just made a request one 
day and the result was amazing. Now 
I order it anytime I go there.

The desserts
After all that food, the dessert must 
be light, refreshing and fruity. The 

fish-shaped mango pudding from 
Tang Palace and fruit tree from 
ROOMbeijing would be a spectacular  
ending. 

S o m e t h i n g  f r o m  y o u r  o w n  
restaurant?
I have a long list, but to name some 
of them … Yellowfin tuna sashimi, 
with lardo, white asparagus, wasabi, 
ginger and citrus soy sauce. Scallop 
causa, which reminds me of home. 
Corn-fed chicken ballotine, which 
reflects my French background and 
Catalan heart. Finally, one of my  
favorites: passionfruit panna cotta.

The drinks
My wife Amanda, who now works at 
SALT, is one of the best bartenders 
I’ve ever met. I’d ask for her Pisco 
Sour and some of her signature 
cocktails made with jasmine tea and 
Sichuan pepper-infused vodka.

The music
I’d ask my friend Bitesize Buddha to 
play something appropriate. 

The entertainment
For the finale, I’d like to organize 
a tradit ional  shadow puppetr y 
per formance,  accompanied by  
traditional music.

PAULO DE SOUZA
EXECUTIVE CHEF, SALT AND TERRA

by Iain Shaw

Every month, we ask noteworthy Beijingers to imagine their final meal before 
leaving the city for good.

locations represent ancient China, 
its culture and customs. 

The starters
A Chinese marathon for sure, with 
all my favorites. Shrimp dumplings 
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Q&A
guests we prepare a red carpet. 
Secondly, rugs are usually found at 
home. So it’s about welcoming our 
guests and allowing them to feel 
right at home.

You emphasize Rug Bagel & 
Cafe’s “organic” and “healthy” 
concept. Tell us more ...
We  t r y  o u r  b e s t  to  u s e  l o c a l 
ingredients and stay away from 
chemical flavors whenever possible. 
Even our employees’ meals are pre-
pared this way. It’s very important to 
us that the concept 
is presented daily 
not only to the pub-
lic, but also to Rug’s 
team members.

Can any venue in 
Beijing claim to be truly organic?
T h e  m a r k e t  fo r  t r u l y  o rg a n i c 
products is still at a very embryonic 
stage, so it’s hard to talk about being 
“truly organic” in Beijing. But since 
the day we opened Rug, we’ve found 
more local farmers who are trying 
hard to provide organic. Someone 
has to start making the change – 
step by step we can make the 
environment better and bring true 
organic one day closer.

Aden Chang is  one of the 
owners of Rug Bagel & Cafe, 
a tasty little spot opposite 

Chaoyang Park South Gate serv-
ing bagels with an emphasis on 
organic, healthy ingredients. We asked 

Aden about the difficulties of being 
organic in Beijing and his own crafty 
tendencies.

Why “Rug Bagel & Cafe”?
In general, when we welcome VIP 
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Are you doing deliveries? 
We’re short on hands now, but we’ll 
definitely do deliveries later. Also, 
food tastes best while it’s hot, and 
one-time boxes are really not good 
for our environment.

If Rug Bagel & Cafe were a craft, 
what would it be? 
We’re like one of those rice sculptures 
(microscopic carving) where it looks 
just like an ordinary little grain of 
rice, but when you use a magnifying 
glass, you’ll see all the details. From 

appearances, we’re 
just another restau-
rant, but look closer 
and you’l l  see al l 
the big and good 
things Rug is trying 
to create.

What crafts have you learned 
personally? 
Building model cars.

What is the greatest responsibil-
ity of a good teacher?
To have an open heart and be will-
ing to share 100 percent. He or she 
should love to pass on their passion 
and knowledge in a righteous way.

THE BIG “O”
ADEN CHANG OF RUG BAGEL & CAFE

by Iain Shaw

“WE’RE LIKE ONE 
OF THOSE 

RICE SCULPTURES”
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ALLEYWAY GOURMET

HARBIN EXPRESS
CHILDHOOD EATS THROUGH A GROWN-UP LENS

by Susan Sheng

(once removed). He would make 
guobao rou (锅包肉 ) for me, and 
that’d be my pig fix for the month. 

For RMB 68, Black Soil Impres-
sions does guobao rou just as well 
as my second cousin. 

As a very small child, before I  
discovered the Joys of Bacon, 
the only way to make me eat 

protein was to take me to a specific 
restaurant on the outskirts of Harbin, 
run by one of my second cousins 

A few kilometers east of the 
Bird’s Nest, Black Soil Impressions is 
definitely out of the way for most of 
us. However, they serve up bounti-
ful portions of what is arguably the 
closest thing Beijing has to real 
Dongbei food. Guobao rou is what 
every weak-sauce “sweet and sour 
pork” aspires to be. The sauce’s initial 
sweetness is cut with a punch of 
vinegar, while deep-fried fillets pro-
vide crunch and texture. Paired with 
the classic di san xian (地三鲜, RMB 
43), an expertly-executed stir-fry of 
potato, eggplant and bell peppers, 
it’s a knockout combo.  

 D ongbei ’s  famous  d a  l a p i   
(大拉皮 ,  RMB 19)  came highly 
recommended by Dianping.com. 
The traditional cold starter douses 
thin, wide potato-starch noodles 
and julienned vegetables in sesame 
sauce, oil and vinegar. Unfortunately, 
Black Soil’s version was overly sweet, 
tipping into dangerous sesame-
candy territory. The noodles were 
thick, sticky and sans bite. Perhaps 
northeastern gourmets are a rarity 
among Dianping’s user base?

  The Harbin sausage (红肠, RMB 
23) lacked a little something, but 
is at least cheaper than the over-
night train to Harbin. The big, flat, 
pan-fried dumplings known as hezi  

(盒子, RMB 12) are clumsily made, 
with the chive and egg f i l l ing  
drowning in thick pockets of dough, 
but seasoned well. 

 If you want to believe that great 
Dongbei cuisine is more than just 
dumplings, give Black Soil Impres-
sions a go. This is generous, winter-
friendly cookery that’s easy on the 
wallet even with the round-trip cab 
factored in. Still, it’s not as good as 
my mother’s cooking. Just saying.  

Black Soil Impressions. Daily 
11am-10pm. Bldg 1, Anhuili Erqu, 
Huizhong Lu, Chaoyang District 
(6498 5015) 黑土印象，朝阳区慧忠路

安慧里二区1号楼GUOBAO ROU

PHOTOS: SUSAN SHENG
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GRAPE PRESS

With cold  winter  winds  
engulfing Beijing, solace  
c a n  b e  fo u n d  i n  f u l l - 

bodied reds from warmer climes. But 
what is meant by the word “body”? 

Full-bodied wines are typically  
those with a high degree of alcohol,  
sugar or tannin, or a combination 
of all three (e.g. port). A helpful  
analogy is the contrasting mouth-
feel of milk at different fat contents:  
skimmed milk is “light-bodied,” semi-
skimmed “medium-bodied,” and full-
fat milk or even cream weighs in as 
“full-bodied.”

Something similar occurs with 
the mouthfeel of wines. For light-
bodied whites, think dry Riesling; 
for a full-bodied white, try oaked  
Chardonnay, especially from some-
where warm. Most Pinot Noir would 
be classed as light-bodied with 
wines based on Merlot usually being  
medium- to full-bodied. Truly full-
bodied reds would include the most  
concentrated examples of Caber-
net Sauvignon. These selections 
are all full-bodied reds suitable for 
winter fare.

ONE TO SIP
2009 Santa Rita Reserva  
Carmènere, Maipo Valley, Chile
(RMB 147, ASC)
Available at Chynna, Vasco’s
Deep ruby in color, the nose offers 

the intense black fruit and herba-
ceous green aromas of Carmènere, 
here with blackcurrant, green bean 
and attractive oak aromas. High 
chewy tannins on the palate, with 
lovely black fruits, medium-high 
acidity,  high but well-balanced 
alcohol and good length. 

ONE TO SAVOR
2009 Argento Reserva Malbec, 
Mendoza, Argentina 
(RMB 148, Mercuris)
Available at Gori, Metro
Deep purple in color, this has the 
trademark prune and damson fruit of 
Malbec with pleasant oak followed 
up by a palate marked by medium-
high coating tannins, high alcohol, 
abundant fruit, lifting acidity and 
satisfying length. 

ONE TO QUAFF
2009 Two Hands Angels’ Share 
Shiraz, McLaren Vale, South 
Australia
(RMB 438, Aussino)
Check www.aussino.net for 
retailers
Two Hands sources some of the 
loveliest Shiraz fruit in Australia. Very 
dark ruby color, with lovely blueberry, 
black cherry fruit and integrated oak. 
Chewy medium-high tannins on the 
palate with lush fruit, high alcohol, 
medium acid and impressive length.

WINTER 
WARMERS
FULL-BODIED REDS FOR FROSTY BEIJING

by Edward Ragg

Edward Ragg is co-founder, with Fongyee Walker, of Dragon Phoenix Wine 
Consulting, China’s leading independent wine consultancy and education 
service (www.longfengwines.com). They write for the world’s wine magazines 
and several publications in China. 
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TASTE TEST
PHOTOS: SUI

THE VERDICT
SPR Coffee’s limp croissant deserves an award for an appalling cost-to-quality ratio. Paris Baguette tried a 
bit too hard, while South German Bakery and Symphony didn’t quite try enough. Kerry’s Pantry and Kempi 
Deli performed well, but couldn’t topple the reigning champion of all things baked: Pekotan.

36 DECEMBER 2011

For venue information, see Directory.

FLAKING OUT 
WHEN CROISSANTS COLLIDE

Symphony (RMB 7)
“I’m not sure a croissant should be this dry”
“Tastes like a strudel pastry. The layers cling to  
    each other”
“Deliberately flaky, but there’s no spring to it.  
    Like a depressed person”
“If this was a three-star hotel’s continental  
    breakfast croissant, you wouldn’t be  
    disappointed”

Kempi Deli (RMB 12)
“Looks like it’s defending itself like a puffer fish. 
This croissant is actually very small – it’s just  
    holding its breath”
“So heavy. Like an enormous toddler”
“Buttery, if a little bit damp. Too much  
    butter? Is that possible?”
“If you wring this out, it’d probably drip. Good 
    butter flavor, though – really melts in the mouth”

SPR Coffee (RMB 18)
“I wouldn’t give this to my dog”
“Tastes mostly of cheap butter”
“A bit sour. Too bready”

Paris Baguette (RMB 5.2)
“That syrupy coating is wretched”
 “Looks like it’s getting ready for a bodybuilding 
    contest. But the taste is more like Mr. Muscle than 
    Mr. Universe”
“In Snow White, the poisoned apples were the 
    shiniest”

South German Bakery (RMB 13)
“What happened to the shape of  
    croissants? None of these are curvy!”
“Too pale. Perfectly engineered, but it’s 
    bland”
“This is airplane croissant”
“Paler than an agoraphobic Scotsman”

Pekotan (RMB 7)
“Breaks nicely, with a lovely fresh crackle”
“Undeniably a little burnt, but it’s good”
“Perhaps a little more rustic than a croissant 
    should be, but enjoyable all the same”
“I want some cheese inside this one”

Kerry’s Pantry (RMB 8)
“If you stood this on its end and spun it, 
    it would delight children”
“Boy, is this flaky. Some of the layers 
    are phyllo-thin”
“Buttery. Melty. I can feel it going 
    straight to my hips”
“This one deserves a bit of jam 
    to go with it”

A good croissant features a perfect alignment of flake and fluffiness to take the 
edge off the morning and pep you up for the day ahead. When croissants go 
wrong, though, you might as well go back to bed. Which Beijing croissant 

would we most like to wake up next to? Read on to find out.



37DECEMBER 2011

Some may see this as hackneyed, 
but I like the neatness of a good 
roundup at the end of the year. 

I think it’s important that we fold up 
all the year’s laundry (not necessarily 
washed) and place it carefully in the 
drawer marked “2011,” before launch-
ing ourselves into 2012 with a clear 
head and a clean pair of socks.

Great Leap was the success story 
of 2011. Their beer was sometimes 
warmer than we’re used to, but was 
always interesting and frequently de-
lightful. They’ve had to scale back on 
plans to distribute to other bars, but 
should stay strong in 2012. Interest 
in home brewing is now greater than 
ever (for a cautionary tale, see p40), 
with Slow Boat currently looking 
most likely to follow in Great Leap’s 
footsteps.

Dxcel have done their bit for the 
year in beer, getting Dead Guy Ale 

on tap and bringing in Brew Dog’s 
powerful craft brews, but have also 
played their part in the great Ameri-
can whiskey revival by bringing in 
Templeton Rye and Fighting Cock 
bourbon. With a broader range of 
bourbon available, and the efforts 
of the likes of Apothecary, Mokihi 
and Flamme (especially during Paul 
Mathew’s stint as manager), the Old 
Fashioned has become the choice 
drink of many a would-be Don 
Draper. I’ll drink to that.

Mao Mao Chong was another 
huge winner this year, cleaning up 
at our Reader Bar & Club Awards and 
in the process losing its “best-kept 
secret” status forever. Yes, we know 
you liked it before it was famous.

In the clubs, Xiu finally had some 
glamorous competition in the form 
of Spark. And the rollercoaster ride 
that is Beijing’s dance music scene 

ends the year rattling noisily upwards 
once again. The Drop and DJ Slide’s 
No Go Die  have brought some 
new energy this year, while Funk 
Fever finally came of age during a 
triumphant summer at Migas. Acu-
puncture pulled off a third INTRO 
and relaunched Lantern, the White 
Rabbit team returned with Haze, 
and stalwarts like The Syndicate, 
El-Mar and Suki, Eddie Lv, Patrick Yu, 
Usami and the Yen crew kept things 
ticking over when the chips were 
down. Hardly a classic year, but the 
comeback is on. Now it’s time to 
build and make sure we’re not saying 
all this again next year.

All that, and there’s still a whole 
month to spare, so read on for 
details on the Beijinger Charity 
Super Quiz, New Year parties and 
visits from Quantic, Goldie and Carl 
Craig. No clean socks just yet ...

FIRST ROUNDS
Restaurant  consultant  and chef  
Jeffrey Powell, known for his work at 
The Orchard, Element Fresh, Gung Ho! 
and Flamme, has teamed up with his 
wife Sherry to relaunch Frost Nails 
with a new cocktail list to go along 
with the familiar nail treatments.

The Malt is a new whiskey bar near 
BTV’s headquarters on Jianguo Lu. 
They have one of the best selections 
around,  including some vintage 
Macallan.

Is a small scene coming together 
on Baochao Hutong? The Orchid’s 
lobby bar has attracted a following 
since the summer, and Modernista 
packed the street out with its opening  
party on November 12, attracting 
the ire of the police. The latter is also 
doing regular live music nights and  
Spanish-style tapas.

COMING UP
The good times on Migas’ roof couldn’t 
go on forever. To keep the fun going 
through the winter, they’re renovat-
ing to create a dedicated bar space 
separate from the restaurant.

TWEAKS
Due to licensing issues, Great Leap 
is currently unable to distribute to 
other bars, and they’ve had to stop 
production at their Mutianyu brewery. 
Happily, it’s business as usual at Dou-
jiao Hutong, both in terms of brewing 
and service. 

Kro knows you can’t argue with free 
beer, which is why Kro’s Nest is offer-
ing 60 liters of free draft Tsingtao on 
Tuesdays at the Xiaoyun Lu branch 
and on Thursdays at the Sanlitun 
branch. The free booze flows from 5-
8pm, but we’d recommend arriving at 
4.59pm just to be on the safe side.

Consultant bartender Nick Ord is 
experimenting with new ideas and 
techniques  to  revamp Centro ’s  
cocktail list. We’ve tried his smoke-
infused Manhattan and rum Old 
Fashioned, and hope we’ll be seeing 
both on the drinks list next year.

There were a few grumbles last month 
as insanely popular club Spark intro-
duced cover charges of RMB 200 for 
men and RMB 100 for women. Call to 
check on the current situation.

Tube Station Pizza has launched 
a new happy hour, with pint-sized 
cocktails half-price from 5.30pm to 
10pm. Sounds lethal.

LAST ORDERS
VS Lounge has closed at Chaoyang 
Park West  Gate.  The owners are  
reportedly looking for a new venue, 
but no more male lingerie shows for 
the time being.

WEE DRAMS

BARS+CLUBS

TALKING PINTS
IAIN SHAW WILL LIVE TO FIGHT CLICHE ANOTHER DAY
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THINK AGAIN AT THE BEIJINGER'S 2011 CHARITY SUPER QUIZ AT CHOCOLATE ON DECEMBER 11 
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WHAT’S NEW BARS & CLUBS
ALPHA WING
Mon-Fri 4.30pm-2am, Sat-Sun 10am-2am. Lucky Street 
(next to Ours), 1 Chaoyang Gongyuan Lu, Chaoyang 
District (5867 0262)
朝阳区朝阳公园路1号好运街

In case you didn’t read our Ecology feature last 
month, golf courses are pretty bad news for 
Beijing’s environment. In fact, many courses 
being built around the capital’s outskirts are  
illegal. Alpha Wing’s multiple golf simulators 
give you 18 virtual holes that are totally legit, 
eco-friendly and don’t put you at risk of catch-
ing pneumonia. Weekend rates start at RMB 
100 for an hour’s solo play, but it’s cheaper 
if you have a group (RMB 280/hour for four). 
The fridge is full of Asahi (RMB 20). The KTV 
bar downstairs is best ignored. It’s obviously 
nothing like playing real golf, but it’s more 
convenient (Shunyi residents may disagree), 
less humiliating and, most importantly, perfect 
for showcasing your finest Pringle knitwear. 
Advance booking recommended. Iain Shaw

Good for: Winter golfing

YU
Daily 5pm-2am. Rm 102, Bldg 3, Sanlitun Soho, Gongti 
Beilu, Chaoyang District (5622 3956)
朝阳区工体北路三里屯Soho 3号楼102室

I can imagine Yu visiting the hospital: “Doctor, 
doctor, I’m not sure if I’m a bar or a club!” Such 
crises of identity have been the breaking of 
many a venue, but the prognosis needn’t be 
dire. My prescription would be to switch off 
the frenetically flashing lights – the bar area’s 
brickwork and shelf lighting deserve more 
room to breathe. They should also replace the 
Sanlitun Houjie anthems (non-stop Lady Gaga 
and Katy Perry) with something subtler and 
housier, and focus on bringing a crowd in for 
drinks and conversation. After an unexpectedly 
lengthy ascent, the staircase opens out onto a 
spacious second-floor lounge – they should 
capitalize on it. Cocktails start from RMB 48, 
with beers including Tsingtao and Carlsberg 
from RMB 30. Iain Shaw

Also try: Titanium, V Club

GULOU MODERN
MODERNISTA
Tues-Sun 3pm-3am. 44 Baochao Hutong, Gulou Dongdajie, Dongcheng District (136 7127 4747)
东城区鼓楼东大街宝钞胡同44号

DONG LOUNGE BAR 东
Daily 10am-2am. Rm 208, Taiyue Suites, 16 Nansanlitun Lu, 
Chaoyang District (6585 2058)
朝阳区南三里屯路16号泰悦豪庭酒店公寓北门208室

If Taiyue Suites contained a few more places like 
Glen and Beer Mania, it could put the Sanlitun 
back into Nansanlitun Lu. As it is, Taiyue is still a 
bit lonely and creepy, and Dong suffers from its 
isolation in the building’s northeast corner. Not 
that it’s a bad place. It looks good, although it 
feels a little too pop-up and generic, with blocky 
Ikea-style fittings, whitewashed walls and exposed 
pipes. The staff is friendly enough, and the music 
is pretty decent. But would you go here just for 
a drink? The beer selection is limited to Tsingtao 
and standard imports, and the cocktails (average 
RMB 45) are barely cheaper than nearby Q Bar. 
Consider the generous food menu, coffee and 
tea selection, and films projected onto the wall, 
and Dong sounds more appealing – just not as a 
place to drink. Iain Shaw 

Good for: Food and a drink
Also try: Moment Cafe, Cafe Zarah

Whoever was in charge of marketing 
Modernista’s opening deserves a prize. 
About 300 people descended on sleepy 

Baochao Hutong for free booze, tapas and live 
gypsy jazz. Seems the local authorities aren’t 
into gypsy jazz – the party was promptly closed 
down. Since then, Modernista has settled down 
as a relaxed, artsy hipster joint, with checkerboard 
flooring and a smoky 1930s vibe.

Like other bars in the locale it has a DIY feel, and 
the three owners (Italian, Spanish and Chinese) 
have prepared a varied program of cultural events, 
including talks, screenings and book exchanges. 

On my visit a Chinese silent movie flickered on 
the wall as the barman poured absinthe (RMB 
40-110) from an impressive selection of bottles. 
Draft Yanjing starts at RMB 5 for a tiny glass, and 
bottled beers are mostly European. A selection of 
sweet wines and aperitifs lends the place a bit of 
Old World glamour, and let’s hope the free tapas 
will be an ongoing offer. Starting this month, the 
Hot Club of Beijing will be playing live swing and 
gypsy jazz every Wednesday. Tom O’Malley

Good for: Artsy conversation
Also try: Zajia, El Nido
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BAR OF THE MONTH

CENTRO
The recent renovation didn’t 

tamper heavily with the layout, 
but the Kerry Centre’s hotel 

bar now looks undeniably updated,  
with new lights, furniture and a  
terrace ready for next summer, as 
well as signature drinks created by 
the bar’s mixologists.

The style
If it were a suit, it’d be pinstriped

The punters
Well-heeled, cigar-puffing business-
men and beautiful women

The music
Live jazz and rock

Go to
Seal a deal – then celebrate 

Drink
Centro’s justifiably acclaimed  
martinis

Most likely celebrity customer
William Jefferson Clinton

If you like Centro, you’ll probably 
like …
Atmosphere, Apothecary

GIVE US A MINUTE ...

STEVEN HUANG
TWILO’S BOSS IS HANDY WITH A SHOVEL

by Iain Shaw

Steven Huang is the manager of 
Twilo, the second lounge-club 
to open at Guanghualu Soho 

with a basement dance floor and 
perilously steep staircase.

Why should we go to Twilo, 
when there’s so much choice out 
there? 
Killer music, astonishing atmosphere 
and great service. 

How do you describe your craft?
Creating events and promoting 
them, and the daily operation of 
the club.  

If you were stuck on a desert 
island, what other crafts are you 

skilled in that would help you 
survive?
I know how to dig a well.

What other craft would you 
most like to learn?
Yoga. I want to be more flexible. 

Do you believe in conspiracy 
theories?
I do. 

Which ones?
Watergate, and JFK’s assassination.

Alright then, what about 2012? 
Will the world end?
Never. Bad guys never die. 

Party hard with Steven at Twilo every 
day of the week.
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PARTY LIKE A ...

HOME BREWER
MAKING A BEER FROM START TO FINISH

 by Jonathan White 

40 NOVEMBER 2011

WHAT IT SAYS ON THE BOX
The instructions were simple (if oddly written):

• Mix malt and brewing sugar with 2 liters hot water, then add 
cold water to 23 liter.
• Stir the ingredients evenly and sprinkle the yeast over the top 
of the liquid. It needs 4-7 days to perment [sic]. 
• Add carbonating sugar (10g: 20 sachets) specially to 20 bottles. 
Then fill the bottle with beer in the fermenter drum.
• After 10 days you will enjoy beer brewing by yourself.

Based on our longstanding mistrust of people who can’t spell, we 
decided to ignore these instructions. Instead, we roped in a local home-
brewer and his brand-new equipment to help us craft our beer.

THIS IS HOW WE BREW IT.
1. We brought 23 liters of water to the boil in a pot the size of an 
Oompa-Loompa.  A watched pot never boils, so they tell me. We tried 
not to watch ours. It still took forever.

2. We then tipped in the malt – a lovely, syrupy liquid that smelled 
different than what we had expected from a lager home-brew kit. We 
examined the box, which referred to the substance variously as “malt,” 
“100% malt,” “crystal amber” and “home lager malt.” Still confused as to 
what we had just made, we then washed the spilt malt off our hands. 

3. We added in the sugar. There was a kilo of it. This 23-liter (and ever-
reducing) concoction was stirred and stirred while still on the heat. 

4. Some of us took a 15-minute break for drinking while one poor sap 
continued stirring. Next we used the bathtub to sterilize the “fermenter 
drum” as well as the copper coil that we would soon be using to cool 
the beer. 

5. We took the big pot off the hob and then downstairs to the washing 
machine. Transporting such a large quantity of hot liquid is not recom-
mended unless you are in prison or thawing a road.

6. The copper cooling coil (or wort chiller, as the pros call it) and one 
of its tubes were attached to the washing machine tap. We lowered the 
coil into the beer. Then we pointed the other end of the tube toward 
the sink, only to discover that it was obviously not long enough to 

drain properly. Six big (19-liter) water jugs were conscripted for use in 
a three-man production line. Fill-carry-pour, fill-carry-pour, fill-carry-
pour. This happened several times before our beer reached the desired 
temperature of 30˚C.

NB. Watching all that water go down the drain, it became abun-
dantly clear that the amount of water used to brew beer is a massive 
environmental concern. In order to feel better about drinking this 
beer, I personally have not bathed since we made it.

7. We then poured what-was-now-beginning-to-look-like beer into 
our fermenting drum. We tipped in the yeast. This is when we had 
our first taste of our sugary nectar. It tasted like an ale that had been 
spilled in a candy shop.

NB. It turns out that sugar is good – that’s what the yeast turns to 
alcohol. This boded well.

8. The yeast stayed mysteriously inert for about a week, so that slowed 
down our fermentation. After taking it out of the fridge to kick-start 
biology, we then left it to bubble away before putting the brew into a 
keg, to let it stand before drinking. 

THE TASTING
After a thirsty 18 days, our brew was as 
ready as it was ever going to be. We took 
it to Paddy O’Shea’s to get some average 
consumers (and Beijing Celtics FC) to 
drink … “The Beerjinger.”

Here’s what they said. Actually, no. We 
can’t print that. In honesty, it tasted of 
water with a hint of ale. At best.

The good news is that no one died. 
Brewing is trial and error. We’re lucky that 
we’re not on trial for our error. Oh well, 
better luck with the next batch ...

Thanks to Enda Winters, Flannan 
Gleeson, Lauren McCarthy, Iain Shaw 
and everyone brave enough to drink it. 

A fter many false dawns, it now seems that the microbrewery has become a Beijing success 
story. They range from large-scale stalwarts such as the Paulaner and Drei Kronen to the 
ever-expanding craft brews of Great Leap to new boys like Slow Boat Brewery.

How hard could it be? We at the Beijinger decided to give artisanal beer production a 
shot. We went to Taobao.com and looked for the easiest possible way to get started. A few clicks 
and 104 kuai later, we had ourselves a home beer-making kit.



41DECEMBER 2011

PH
OT

O:
 C

OU
RT

ES
Y 

OF
 TH

E 
OR

GA
NI

ZE
RS

GENRE BENDER
QUANTIC KICKS DOWN MUSICAL BARRIERS 

by Iain Shaw

CLUBHOUSE

Quantic (aka Will Holland) 
grew up in England, but 
moved beyond his native 

shores to embrace music from all 
around the world,  becoming a 
hugely influential DJ, producer and 
musician. He’s now based mainly in 
Colombia, but this month comes to 
Beijing. Expect something big.

What did you listen to as a kid?
I listened to a lot of acoustic music.  
Both my mother and father, and 
my sisters, played folk music in the 
house. The house was 
full of guitars, banjos, 
a double bass and 
a piano, and I had 
a lot of chances to 
hear different music. 
In my teens, I began collecting 45s 
bought in local Northern Soul and 
jazz record stores – that got me into 
the music I’m making today.

Can you use the word “quantic”?
It’s easier in Spanish, as it’s Spanish 
for “quantum.” How about: “Vamos 
a bailar la cumbia cuantica!” (“Let’s 
dance the cumbia quantum!”)?

Colombia is often viewed in ster-
eotypes. What should we know 
about your adopted home?
It ’s hard to understand why such  
v iolence has overcome such a 
beautiful country. Don’t be put off –  
it’s one of the most fantastic places 
to visit or live.

Who do you think you might 
have been in a previous life? 
Probably some kind of traveling bard 

or musician. Or a pirate or Viking, as 
I like to travel! 

And which period would you 
have most enjoyed living 
through?
I’d have loved to live in Lagos, Accra,  
Addis Ababa, Barranquilla, Kingston,  
Rio de Janeiro, Port au Prince or  
Chicago circa 1969-71. There was 
something musically very interesting  
happening around that time. 

Which musician would you most 
like yourself to be 
compared to?
David Axelrod, King 
Tubby … I don’t know.  
I think of myself more 
as an engineer. 

And which musician would you 
actually compare yourself to?
My father. He taught me to always 
try new things, experiment and 
enjoy music for what it is. 

“I THINK OF MYSELF
 MORE AS AN 
ENGINEER”

Make the leap with Quantic at Punk 
on Dec 3.

 
WIN TICKETS!
To win tickets to see Quantic, tell us: 
What is Colombia’s capital?  
Email win@thebeijinger.com.

 
QUANTIC’S COLOMBIAN MUSIC 
SAMPLER

“039” by Alejo Duran
“Memoria de Justino” by Grupo 
Socavon
“Bienvenidos” by Systema Solar
“Pitchito” by Frente Cumbiero
“Cogeme La Cana” by Pedro Laza
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MASTERMINDA DRINK WITH ...

CARL CRAIG
MOTOR CITY GRIOT

by Iain Shaw

Answers
1) Tallinn  2) dyslexia  3) Vanilla Ice  4) Yuri Gagarin  5) Wootton Bassett  6) Leeds United   
7) Blackburn Rovers  8) Ole Gunnar Solskjaer  9) Harry Redknapp or George Burley   
10) David Moyes

“Detroit” and “techno” are 
as inseparable as “Beijing” 
and “duck.” Carl Craig is 

Detroit techno’s Da Dong, the next-
generation pioneer who picked up 
the baton and pushed on to the 
next level. 

On background
“My mother came from Georgia, my 
dad from Detroit. I used to go down 
south in the summer, stay in Detroit 
during the school year”

“My parents were very protec-
tive, but my mom, coming from 
the South, grew up at a time when 
politicians would make promises 
like, ‘Vote for me as governor and I’ll 
kill all ni**ers.’  That sort of thing will 
make you nervous”

On the music industry
“If you’re selling 500 copies, then 
f**k what everybody else is doing. 
Five hundred copies ain’t shit, so 
let’s just put out music that’s fresh 
and interesting”

On Detroit then
“Detroit has a special capacity for 
futurism – it helped techno through 
technology. A lot of the creation 
story of Detroit techno involves a 
bigger context of science fiction. 
I’m not really a Trekkie, I still don’t 
know all the Star Wars dialogue. I’m 
not that kind of cat, but it influenced 
me through my friends”

“One of the first Jeff Mills tracks 
used dialogue from Star Trek I I : 

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE

What is the capital of Estonia?
Tallinn. √
What problem did Leonardo 
da Vinci, Winston Churchill and 
Albert Einstein all have in com-
mon?
Err … They were all dyslexic. √
Which popular singer’s real name 
is Robert Van Winkle?
Err. Sid Vicious. ×
Who was the first man in space?
Man or monkey? Man? Err. Maxim … 
Sidrovsky … ×
Which English town recently 
had the word “Royal” added to 
its name?
Wootton Bassett. √
SPECIALIST SUBJECT

Who were the last winners of the 
old Division One?
What did I tell you? I said no ques-
tions about the old Division One! 
Leeds United. I want to reject the  
question. √

As of March 2011, which club had 
received the most red cards in 
Premier League history?
Arsenal. They’re dirty. ×
Among the top 100 scorers in Pre-
mier League history, who scored 
the most as a substitute?
Supersub! Ole Gunnar Solskjaer. 
√
Two managers have won the Man-
ager of the Year award without 
winning the league. Name either 
of them.
Is that in the same season? That’s a 
pretty ambiguous question, quiz-
master. I’ ll probably have to say 
Kevin Keegan.  ×
Alex Ferguson is the longest-serv-
ing manager in the league. Arsene 
Wenger is second. Who’s third?
At the same team? What about this, 
am I allowed a clue? Is he still in the 
Premier League? I’ve got this thing 
in me head that says something 
like … David Moyes. Go on, give 
us me score, then. Are you meggin’ 
me? I’m not allowed to know the 
answers? √

WIN BEER!
Win a Leffe gift pack by telling us: 
Centro is located inside which hotel?
Answers to win@thebeijinger.com

CONTESTANT: TOM CATTANACH, THE BLACK SUN
SPECIALIST SUBJECT: ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE, 1992-2011

IS THIS BEIJING’S 
BRAINIEST BARTENDER?

The Wrath of Khan .  I f you talked 
to Derrick May, he was all about  
philosophy and space-age shit”

On Detroit now
“It’s as run-down as it’s portrayed. 
City in decay, empty lots, broken-
down factories … it’s that bad. I was 
sheltered to some extent by my fam-
ily, but I’ve seen things. I should do 
that Rutger Hauer speech at the end 
of Blade Runner! ‘Attacked ships on 
fire off the shoulder of Orion ...’”

“I could live anywhere in the 
world, but my skill as a traveler is 
necessary in Detroit. Me and others 
like me are like the modern-day 
griots, here to pass down what 
we’ve seen”

On giving back
“What I want to do with the Carl 
Craig Foundation is to show people 
you can make a great living doing 
something you love. We did some-
thing at the Detroit School of Arts 
to show the kids the professional 
aspects of the industry. They already 
have good equipment and good 
teachers, but we brought in estab-
lished engineers and studio owners 
to talk with the kids. Derrick May and 
Kevin Saunderson came in, as well as 
Mr. Porter, who produces for Dr. Dre 
and Eminem. It was really good for 
the kids, but equally for the people 
who came in”

Carl Craig passes his wisdom down to 
Beijing at Lantern on Dec 8.

FINAL SCORE: 6/10
Verdict: Despite taking longer to settle on a specialist subject than any other 
contestant in Mastermind history, young Cattanach now joins a contingent 
of five elite bartenders leading the pack on six points. We’re going to need 
a tie-breaker at some point.
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MUSIC

There can be no doubt now that 
China’s rock scene has truly 
escaped from the dark age of 

the late ’90s and early ’00s and finally 
started to thrive again. It’s different 
from the first boom of the early 
1990s, when the first wave of China’s 
own “rock stars” won the hearts of 
the young generation. This time it’s 
been taking another path – music 
festivals have burst out all over the 
country and brought “underground” 
bands to the general public.

Festivals nurture bands at every 
stage of their existence; they offer 
a more satisfying life to bands that 
have struggled for years, provide an 
excuse for ex-bandmates to dig up 
their buried dreams and get back 
together, and give new bands an 
audience. 

And at the end of a fruitful year, 
celebrations are what we need. 
Shanren will play at MAO for the 
very first time on December 16. 
When the band made their Beijing 

NEVER MISS A BEAT
MICHELLE DAI DOESN’T BELIEVE THE MAYANS

THE PLAYLIST

MUMA
“Astronaut”  by Unheilig .  I  can’t 
really explain why I like this song. 
Maybe because it  foreshadows a 
good atmosphere, or because I have  
always wanted to be an astronaut. 

“Ghosts” by Japan. I can hear the 
East, so familiar but so strange. The 
feeling is fantastic, like waking up in 
the morning and seeing the girl you’ve 
dated for years is Marilyn Monroe.

“Closer”  by Nine Inch Nails .  The 
mixing is perfect, and so is the com-
posing. Timbre, beats, emotions are 
all flawless. The best industry rock 
song ever.

“Decades” by Joy Division. Probably 
the most pessimistic song ever. There’s 
nothing but hopelessness. No detour, 
no back out. It’s real and pure. 

“When The Music’s Over” by The 
Doors. Every time the intro starts 
playing, I put down what I’m doing 
and concentrate on the ten-minute 
journey.

Muma & Third Party bring their new 
album to Yugong Yishan on Dec 21.

HAVE YOU MET

ILLNESS SICKNESS
They enjoy being soaked in intense  
melodious sound, but they also get 
hardcore occasionally. Though only 
a few months old, Illness Sickness 
already has the presentation of a 
mature band – they’ve even started 
touring. It’s not easy to find young 
bands from Beijing who are so am-
bit ious and show such promise. 
Maybe their quantum expansion has 
something to do with the subject 
that drummer Sen studied at Oxford –  
nuclear physics.

The buzz
They need a singer who can scream.

Key tracks
“New Song”

They say: 
“We are anything but post-rock.”

We say:
Don’t believe what they say.

See them at:
Gulou 121 on Dec 8, or What Bar on 
Dec 9
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SHANREN EMERGES FROM THE MOUNTAINS FOR THEIR FIRST GIG AT MAO LIVEHOUSE

debut at Midi Festival in 2002, they 
were considered hard rock. Since 
then, they’ve garnered plenty of 
other labels: reggae, folk , world 
music, etc. No matter what you’re 
tempted to call them, one thing is 
for sure – these are true musicians  
and it ’s always a pleasure to see  
them live. Too bad we’ll have to 
choose bet ween Shanren and 
Hanggai this month.  The folky 
rockers from Inner Mongolia, who 
have been fascinating the world 
since 2004, decided to thank their 
fans on the same day.

The metal band Twisted Machine  
has been touring the country with 
Faith, their documentary film about 
the heavy history they’ve experi-
enced since they formed in 1998. 
Their Beijing show has been in the 
works for months; now it’s finally 
going to happen on December 18. 
Yaksa, formed in 1995 and named 
best metal band at the Midi Awards 
(see p44) last year, also brings their 

national tour to a close this month 
(Dec 10). In their EP Zhuanshan , 
released in July, they sound a lot 
more peaceful than they used to. 
Maybe that’s the kind of change that 
time causes.

Hedgehog  i s  another band 
that launched an EP pointing in an 
intriguing direction this year. They 
were founded in 2005, not that long 
ago, but they have a story about 
growing up to share on December 
2. There are too many good acts 
this month and not enough space 
to talk about all of them. Demerit 
is raging down the same punk path 
for the seventh year, and PK 14 , 
Carsick Cars and The Gar gather 
once again at truehearted D-22 – a 
venue that’s far too small to hold 
them and all their fans – to celebrate 
the New Year.

Yes,  2012 is just around the  
corner. Some have predicted that it’ll 
be the end of the world. I just want it 
to be the start of a great new age.
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REVIEWS

If you saw their gig in March, you 
would understand why this young 
synth-pop duo from New York 

is praised so highly. If you haven’t 
seen these two brothers play live 
yet, read on to get a feel for their 
antic energy.

What would you do if no one 
danced to your music?
Robert Perlisk-Molinari: Well, 
believe it or not, sometimes we get 
called to do shows at venues that 
are not for dancing. Sometimes 
music industry 
types will request 
a private perform-
ance surrounded 
by couches and 
bottle service. 
When this hap-
pens, we just turn 
into a punk band, getting on top of 
tables, throwing chairs and causing 
drama.

Have you ever lost your desire to 
perform right before the show?
David Perlisk-Molinari: I never 
feel like performing these days be-
cause for the most part I think no 
one is going to like it. Good thing 
I’m wrong some of the time or else 
it would be really depressing. Last 
time we were in Beijing it was an 
absolute pleasure to be there.

What weird thoughts have 
crossed your mind while you’re 
on stage?
R: “OK, during the next song, I’m 
going to do a French horn solo. 

GET HORNY
FRENCH HORN REBELLION INVADES AGAIN

by Michelle Dai

Where is the highest point in the 
venue that I can climb up to and 
play it?”
D: “My feet look funny.”

What hobbies do you have to 
take your mind off work?
R: Fantasy Football has taken over 
my free time the last few months. I 
can safely say I’m now addicted. 
D: I’ve been reading a book called 
Ego and Archetype for like two 
years – it’s so freakin’ dense and 
awesome that I’m determined to 

fully comprehend 
each page. Check 
it out and you’ll 
know what I’m 
talking about … 
Or maybe I’m just 
the dense one.

If you were to take up a craft, 
what would it be?
R: I would love to start a new craft. 
I’ve always wanted to be a builder 
of musical instruments.
D: Circuitry. Can that be a craft?

Can you build anything with 
your hands?
R: Every time I try to build some-
thing, it’s usually a disaster.
D: Robert is really good at sand 
castles, actually.

If you weren’t musicians, you 
would be ...
R & D: Homeless!

Rise up with French Horn Rebellion  
at Tango on Dec 8.

LIVEHOUSE
SILLY’S BALLAD 傻瓜的情歌

XIAO HE 小河

If this were just another CD, everybody would be ex-
claiming about how sentimental Xiao He has become 
– no misarranged notes coming out from nowhere, no 
random shouts rising or falling abruptly. The songs of 
Silly’s Ballad are like an acoustic massage for your heart, 
with earnest mumbling and loops of rearranged tradi-
tional folk tunes to knead and twiddle your nerves. But 
instead everybody’s talking about the format: Silly’s Ballad 
is a limited-edition giant book/digital music player with 

embedded (and unexportable) tracks. It’s the size of a MacBook, containing 
12 drawings of dead leaves doodled by the artist himself. Far too fancy for a 
group of songs that are probably the most down-to-earth love ballads I’ve 
ever heard. Michelle Dai

Standout tracks: “I Will Not Sing the Sad Song” (偏不唱忧伤的歌),  
“Silly & Fool” (阿呆和傻瓜)
Like this? Try ... Kolengke (Mamer & IZ)

LANZHOU LANZHOU 兰州兰州

LOW WORMWOOD 低苦艾

As the first generation of avant-garde folk musicians gets 
older, many of the most experimental are losing their 
thirst for the extreme and starting to tinker with actual 
melody. Acoustic guitar-driven poetic hymns dominate 
Low Wormwood’s latest album. A few ska and funk beats 
have been dropped in for diversity, but frontman Liu 
Kun shares a kind of desolation with E of the Eels – even 

if an upbeat song starts out like the sunshine, his raucous voice ushers in 
clouds to darken the sky. According to the ratings on Douban.com, Lanzhou 
Lanzhou is one of the best received albums in China’s rock scene this year, 
but considering the gloomy weather it forecasts, I wouldn’t recommend 
setting it on repeat. Michelle Dai

Standout tracks: “Lanzhou Lanzhou” (兰州兰州), “Mute Bird” (不叫鸟)
Like this? Try ... End Times (Eels), Lidong

CHINOISERIES 2

ONRA
Onra is a beat cultivator who has once again returned to 
his Asian roots. Chinoiseries 2, the second installment in a 
series dedicated to his grandparents’  Vietnamese heritage, 
samples the dusty Saigon and Chinese pop LPs that he dis-
covered on a pilgrimage there. At 32 tracks, the exhaustive 
sequel is no less ambitious than its predecessor, but it is far 
more accessible. The opening tracks rumble with kung fu 

menace, all of it practically miming the Wu-Tang Clan. But the midway tracks 
truly linger like incense plumes. “Mais Theme,” “Opium Delirium,” and “Cold 
Blooded” interweave trembling Vietnamese fiddles and panting flutes. It’s here 
that Onra reaches the exotic peaks of the first Chinoiseries album, taking us 
on a journey, as if his turntable were a time machine. Kyle Mullin

Standout tracks: “Mais Theme,” “Opium Delirium,” “In My Mind”
Like this? Try ... Traveling Man (Oddisee), China MC Brothers

MIDI AWARDS

The first year, it was like 
a tryout. The second  
t i m e,  p e o p l e  k n e w 
what to expect. Now 
the Midi Rock Awards 
has become one of 
the most hotly antici-
pated music events of 
the year. Midi School 
and its committee of 
experts are ready to 
reward those who have 
made the scene bigger, stronger 
and louder. 

Reasons to go
To mosh with your 
favorite musicians 

Reasons to avoid
Too much “under-
ground” under  
one roof

Bring …
A supportive heart

Where?
Tango

When?
December 10

“WHERE IS THE 
HIGHEST POINT IN 
THE VENUE THAT I 

CAN CLIMB UP TO?”

HEAD OF THE QUEUE
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STYLE

This month’s cover feature sucks 
all the fun out of shopping.

December is supposed to 
be the time we start dropping hints 
about how that egregiously priced 
item would look oh-so-good with 
[insert excuse]. And our loved ones 
are supposed to take note, save up 
and present them at the opportune 
time.

I was so looking forward to my 
lavish gift, too. Beijing has seen a 
stream of new store openings these 
last couple months – so many I can 
hardly decide which ones to fea-
ture. First, there’s Lane Crawford’s 
“alternative” sister store Joyce. I still 
recall attending a Joyce event back 
in September 2010, and speculating 
on their efforts at promotion in a city 
where they did not yet have a store. 
But no more! It appears that they 
have deemed Beijing ready at last, 
investing in a spot in the heart of 

the city, no less. 
Moving right along, women’s 

shoe store Villa Rouge has set up 
ground on the outskirts of Sanlitun 
Village South. The expat masses will 
grouse over the high prices, but 
at least we see a vastly improved 
selection.

And what about Luxbible and 
Atelier 21 popping up in Lido? 
That area seems to be undergoing 
a sartorial revival of late, attracting 
more and more designer boutiques 
eager to court the moneyed. Look 
out for more detailed features next 
month.

There are several more I haven’t 
the space to mention here (see 
column, right), but it’s time to get 
serious. Yes, a woven clutch from 
Alexander McQueen would have 
been nice. But who am I kidding?

While expensive gifts don’t hurt, 
they certainly don’t convey the 

same level of thoughtfulness that a 
handmade gift does. You know what 
December is also supposed to be 
about? “Giving, family, compassion 
and togetherness,” a wise friend once 
summed up to me.

In that case, DIY creations make 
perfect sense. As excited as I am 
about the growth of luxury retail 
here, acquiring the skills to make 
earrings would give me a greater 
sense of accomplishment than buy-
ing a pair off the street – even if I 
managed to snag a good deal.

And to really drive the point 
home: The weekend after I’d strung 
and beaded my first necklace, I 
picked up a new pair of suede 
ankle boots. I may or may not be 
wearing them right now … just as I 
may or may not be sporting my DIY 
turquoise earrings. All I know is you 
can enjoy both sides of the divide. 
Trust me on this.

LOOSE CHANGE

STYLE-PHILE
TIFFANY WANG SWINGS BOTH WAYS
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FROM THE ATTITUDE FASHION SHOW AT THE OPPOSITE HOUSE, NOV 12. SEE THEBEIJINGER.COM FOR MORE PHOTOS

FRESH OUT THE BOX
Internationally renowned bike brand 
Specialized just opened its first full-
service shop in Beijing in Xijiekou.

Hollister, sister brand to California-
chic Abercrombie & Fitch, is slated 
to roll out in China in the next month. 
More details to come on its Beijing 
flagship store.

Don’t get your hopes up, Wallace & 
Gromit fans. The big ads in Sanlitun 
Village South are actually for soon-
to-open Chocoolate, a Hong Kong 
label bearing serious resemblance 
to Izzue.

Alexander McQueen, Maison Martin 
Margiela and Marni all opened their 
biggest stores in the world in Sanlitun 
Village North during China Fashion 
Week. Hogan, meanwhile, unveiled its 
first mainland location in China World 
Shopping Mall.

Topshop and Topman’s  
A/W2011 collection arrived at  
FEI Space last month. We heard 
that demand was so great, 
lines extended out the door.  
In a China exclusive, FEI Space 
is also debuting edits from 
the Matthew Williamson 
collection. You’d be wise to 
keep tapped in to the  
doings of this 798 boutique.

NLGX is launching  
Kommute, a new line  
of apparel and bags  
designed specifi-
cally for the bicycle 
commuter lifestyle. NLGX has also 
begun selling memberships for its 
NLGX T-shirt Club 2012 (RMB 999 
for 12 tees – one a month).

Lane Crawford and Modern Weekly 
are hosting “A plus” (Dec 1-25), a 
crossover collaboration of Chinese 
fashion designers with leading artists 
from around the world. Noteworthy 
names include Qiu Hao, Masha Ma, 
Uma Wang and Xander Zhou. Check 
out our events listings (under Ongo-
ing) for more information.

The “Culture Chanel” exhibition at 
the National Art Museum of China 
comes to an end on December 13. Visit 
TheBeijinger.com for tips on what to 
expect during your tour.

DEALS & STEALS
Men, bring in a copy of the Beijinger to 
SPA de Feng and enjoy a discount of 
RMB 100 on all two-hour treatments.

Spend over RMB 4,200 at LMC and 
you will get a free handmade wooden 
clutch bag (RMB 800 value).

Indulge in the Festive Package at The 
Peninsula Spa by ESPA this month 
and get a free satchet of ESPA Body 
Salt Scrub to take away. 
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WHAT’S NEW SHOPS

Mere months ago, we reveled in the opening of 
this Hong Kong boutique in warehouse form. Now 
Beijing is finally being treated to the real thing. At 
20,000 square feet, the China World branch – with 
two floors of men’s and women’s fashion and a 
sweeping staircase that looks like it was made 
for gliding – is the largest and most impressive in 
the region. True to form, Joyce shows the same 
refined taste as its sister brand Lane Crawford, 
but veers towards the more fashion-forward and 
avant-garde. The clothes and accessories reflect a 

CHRONICLE
Daily 10am-10pm. SM2-09, 2/F, Block 1, Solana, Chaoyang 
District (5905 6207) www.chronicleshoes.com
朝阳区朝阳公园路6号院蓝色港湾国际商区一栋2层 
SM2-09号

This f ledgling store,  open since August, 
matches sister label D:FUSE stride-for-stride 
in penetrating the Chinese market. Their 
footwear doesn’t come cheap, but prices are 
beside the point at Chronicle. The brand is 
promoting a way of life – with just one pair of 
shoes, the Everyman can become the manly 
man. Amble your way past the motorcycle 
on display (for the cultured badass), the mock 
chrome shoe-stand fixtures (for the sleek and 
sophisticated), and towards the brown-paneled 
wall (for the educated cigar smoker). Pick up 
the store’s DIY newsletter extolling the “fine 
art of Danish fashion,” which offers advice on 
which shoes to shine, and how. The leather 
shoes themselves come in sizes 38 to 44.5 
and feature design details whose emphasis on 
comfort and durability will appeal to your inner 
Scandinavian sophisticate. Liz Mak

Also try: Deal, D:FUSE

unique edit of the latest collections by Azzedine 
Alaia, Balenciaga, Maison Martin Margiela, Rick 
Owens, Undercover and more; the beauty range, 
too, is mainly plucked from cult lines. But lest you 
assume that Joyce only supports the tried-and-
true, the store has also devoted space for a gallery 
that will showcase the work of up-and-coming 
artists. Tiffany Wang

Must buy: Givenchy parka jacket (RMB 54,200)
Also try: Lane Crawford, Forsix

JOYCE
Daily 10am-9.30pm. Shop 3L103-104, Block 3, China World Shopping Mall, 1 Jianguomenwai Dajie, Chaoyang District  
(6288 8383) www.joyce.com
朝阳区建国门外大街1号国贸商城3L103-4

VINTAGE STYLE 古着热

Daily 10am-8pm. 195-1 Gulou Dongdajie, Dongcheng 
District (136 8338 6562) http://shop34334999.taobao.com
东城区鼓楼东大街195-1

When it opened a few months ago, Vintage 
Style was new but not review-worthy. Its of-
ferings seemed as generic as its name: just 
another secondhand shop in gentrified Gulou. 
But it has since started to develop a niche in 
Beijing’s most hipster-friendly hutongs, special-
izing in fringed trousers, fur-lined coats and 
rather ghoulish silver jewelry. In terms of décor, 
it is closer to a teenager’s basement than the 
carefully crafted eclecticism of Mega Mega 
Vintage. But if you can tolerate the fake vines 
on the ceiling, then you’ll be rewarded with a 
well-selected collection of summer and winter 
dresses, a range of perfectly worn leather bags, 
and a small but solid array of Docs and men’s 
oxfords. Elizabeth Watt

Also try: Bye Bye Disco, Tiger Vintage

VILLA ROUGE
Daily 10am-10pm. S5-10, 1/F, Sanlitun Village, 19 Sanlitun Lu, 
Chaoyang District (6417 5045)
朝阳区三里屯路19号三里屯Village南区S5-10

Among expats, one complaint r ings louder 
than the others: It ’s damn near impossible to 
find a decent pair of shoes around here. The 
local boutiques are oversaturated with man-
made “leather” and cheap frills, while the West-
ern brands are practically marked up twofold. 
Villa Rouge, smack-dab in between Yashow 
and Steve Madden, is poised to lead the Beijing 
women’s shoe market in a new direction. The  
selection is sleek and modern, with a muted color 
palette and, best of all, no fake glitz in sight. It is 
comprised of six hard-to-find international labels 
(JC Collezione, CAI, Jean Michael Cazabat, Miss 
Sixty, ASH and United Nude). Certainly, these fur-
trimmed ankle booties, leather knee-high boots 
and cut-out stilettos don’t come cheap, but at 
least the prices here actually reflect the quality. 
Tiffany Wang

Must buy: Horsehair ankle boots by ASH  
(RMB 2,100)
Also try: Huge Wave, Change & Insect 100
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INSPECT A GADGET
CASE CLOSED

by Joey Guo

AGENT18 HIPSTACASE 
Co-created by Agent18 and Hipstamatic (the photo app developer), 
this protective case even comes with a tripod adapter to help 
stabilize your iPhone when you need more professional shots.

www.agent18.com
RMB 210

KATE SPADE NEW YORK JANINE 
NOTEBOOK CARRYING CASE  
If the thought of slinging a nylon/neoprene 
contraption over your shoulder makes you 
shudder, you need a designer bag that can 
accommodate all your gadgetry. This boar-
skin embossed cowhide handbag can fit a 
15-inch notebook and iPad. Available in five 
colors: black, navy, white, yellow and pink.

www.katespade.com
RMB 3,200

INCASE NYLON SLEEVE 
Weather-resistant nylon to protect your MacBook 
Pro from the elements, a plush lining to prevent 
scratches, roomy pockets for accessories, handles 
and a shoulder strap for convenience. What more 
could you want? Available in black, ebony, pebble, 
red, fir green and taupe.

http://goincase.com
RMB 420

CASE CLOSED

AGENT18 HIPSTACASE
Co-created by Agent18 and Hipstamatic (the photo app developer), 
this protective case even comes with a tripod adapter to help 
stabilize your iPhone when you need more professional shots.

agent18

CASE CLOSED

 NEW YORK JANINE 

If the thought of slinging a nylon/neoprene 
contraption over your shoulder makes you 
shudder, you need a designer bag that can 
accommodate all your gadgetry. This boar-
skin embossed cowhide handbag can fit a 
15-inch notebook and iPad. Available in five 
colors: black, navy, white, yellow and pink.

SENA FOLIO IPAD CASE
This elegant leather case hugs your precious tablet 
with a soft velvet lining. Folio also has a recessed 
collapsible back stand that supports your iPad at a 
comfortable angle for video viewing. Available in black, 
brown, red, orange, croco red and croco black.

www.senacases.com
RMB 630

this protective case even comes with a tripod adapter to help 

Weather-resistant nylon to protect your MacBook 
Pro from the elements, a plush lining to prevent 
scratches, roomy pockets for accessories, handles 
and a shoulder strap for convenience. What more 
could you want? Available in black, ebony, pebble, 

this protective case even comes with a tripod adapter to help 
stabilize your iPhone when you need more professional shots.

INCASE ORIGAMI STAND SLEEVE FOR IPAD
Most neoprene cases will protect your tablet from scratches and 
impact, but how many of them fold up easily into a snappy pyrami-
dal stand to prop up your iPad at a 45 degree angle? Available in 
black and fuchsia.

http://goincase.com
RMB 250

TWELVE SOUTH BOOKBOOK
Everybody will want to know what vintage book 
you’re carrying around. Imagine the general delight 
when they discover that those hand-distressed 
leather hardback covers are actually protecting your 
MacBook Air. Reinforced corners, a rugged spine and 
soft cushiony padding keep your notebook computer 
safe from hard jostles and falls.

http://twelvesouth.com
RMB 600

APPLE IPOD SOCK
You may groan whenever you receive socks as a present, but your 
iPhone/iPod/iPod Touch will be touched by the gift of knitwear. 
Available in six colors: green, purple, grey, blue, orange and pink.

www.apple.com.cn
RMB 238

This elegant leather case hugs your precious tablet 
with a soft velvet lining. Folio also has a recessed 
collapsible back stand that supports your iPad at a 
comfortable angle for video viewing. Available in black, 

http://twelvesouth.com
RMB 600

You may groan whenever you receive socks as a present, but your 
iPhone/iPod/iPod Touch will be touched by the gift of knitwear. 

MICHAEL KORS 
ESSENTIAL 
ZIP WALLET
Zip up your iPhone and other 
necessities. The detachable wrist 
strap turns the wallet into a small 
clutch purse.

www.michaelkors.com
RMB 630

Everybody will want to know what vintage book 
you’re carrying around. Imagine the general delight 
when they discover that those hand-distressed 
leather hardback covers are actually protecting your 
MacBook Air. Reinforced corners, a rugged spine and 
soft cushiony padding keep your notebook computer 

HEX CODE WALLET CASE 
FOR IPHONE 4
Made from real leather, this wallet case 
consolidates your essentials: smartphone, ID 
and bank cards. An elastic strap provides clo-
sure. Available in black, brown and white.

www.shophex.com
RMB 350
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ATELIER

Bandit9  mar ks  the  of f ic ia l 
debut of a custom motorcycle 
builder in China. Its very first 

design, a Chinese bike called Chang 
Jiang, has already generated major 
buzz around the world. We asked 
founder Daryl Vi l lanueva about 
leather jackets, sidecars and the best 
time to ride.

The best thing about riding a 
two-wheeler is being able to lean 
into a corner with your whole body, 
almost like a bird. The bike feels like 
an extension of you. It’s natural. But 
with sidecars and quad bikes, you 
steer with your hands. You lose that 
feeling of flying.

The only way to be happy in life is 
to do what you love. And I love art 
and motorcycles. I did the math.

Motorcycles have a lot of personal-
ity. They can be rugged yet refined, 
heavy but agile. It’s not something as 
pronounced in bicycles or scooters.

The sidecar community will hate 
me for saying this  but to me, 
sidecars are bulky. They don’t have 
the elegance and form of a refined 
two-wheeler.

I got my first leather jacket from a 
thrift store in LA for 20 dollars. It was 
brown and tattered like a retro pilot 
jacket … it was awesome!

The coolest person who’s ever 
ridden a motorbike is Batman. The 
coolest real person who’s ever ridden 
a motorbike is Steve McQueen.

I  go for  midnight bike r ides 
through the city streets to catch 
long stretches of road to myself. 
There’s a feeling of serenity – almost 
like meditating.

I’d love to design a car but for me, 
cars have become a tool to get from 
A to B. Perhaps one day, I could bring 
back the charm of driving.

The builders here claim to make 
custom bikes but true customiza-
tion means more than just altering 
the paint job. Bandit9 aims to shake 
up the motorcycle culture by rede-
fining customization here in China.

See Daryl’s bikes at http://cargocol-
lective.com/bandit9.

PHOTOS: SUI, NATURE ZHANG AND COURTESY OF DARYL VILLANUEVA, LANE CRAW
FORD, ASOS.COM

, H&M
, ZARA, STEVE M

ADDEN, THE M
ONOCLE SHOP AND STYLE.COM
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GET THE LOOK

 
FIVE THINGS DARYL CAN CREATE 
WITH HIS HANDS

B&W photography: I can process, 
 develop and print my own film. 
  A lost art.
Music: I play the guitar, bass 
  and drums
Dessert: I make a mean cheesecake
Vietnamese coffee: An art I learned 
  from a Vietnamese shaman
The perfect shisha: Something I 
  picked up during my time in Dubai

RAG & BONE SS12

CHARMEUSE 
MAXI DRESS
T by Alexander Wang 
at Lane Crawford. 
RMB 3,300

Now slinky slips can 
work outside the 
bedroom, too.

PATTERNED SILK 
PANTS
Zara. RMB 599 

Comfortable yet daring. 
Pair with neutral accents 
to help ease the transition 
to daywear.

SILK BLOUSE
Yashow Market. 
From RMB 150

To conjure up the insouciance 
of pajamas, wear this classic 
piece on the baggy side.

PAJAMA-
INSPIRED
by Tiffany Wang

LACE CLASP 
PURSE
Stradivarius. 
Price TBD

Its petite shape 
and lingerie-like 
texture feel at-home 
intimate.

VELVET TUX JACKET
One Teaspoon at ASOS.com. 
RMB 1,716

Nothing connotes boudoir quite 
like velvet.

LEOPARD LOAFERS
Steve Madden. Price TBD

A mash-up of this season’s two biggest 
footwear trends: slippers and loafers. 

EMBROIDERED PILLOW
Versace for H&M at H&M. RMB 499

Snag a piece that’s on-trend from this 
new and much-hyped collection.

SCENTED CANDLE
Monocle x Comme des Garçons at 
the Monocle Shop. RMB 580

Set the mood for dressing right with 
this cozy fl ame.

For store addresses, see Directory.

DARYL 
VILLANUEVA
by Tiffany Wang
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I try to maintain a general principle 
about receiving gifts: When given 
one, take it and use it gratefully, 

even if it’s not something you are 
particularly excited about. As you 
can imagine, this sometimes gets 
me in trouble. I once received a grey 
striped sweater with cat ears on the 
hood and little mittens attached. 
This would have been awesome, 
had I been five years old instead of 
15. But I bravely wore it to school, 
and though it got some laughs at 
first, that article of clothing got more 
compliments than anything else I’ve 
ever worn. This probably says more 
about my overall wardrobe than 
about the sweater, but I’ll take what 
I can get.

This has trained me to be a 
better gift-giver too. I  just pic-
ture the recipient being forced to  
use/wear/eat whatever I give them 
and it helps me refine my options. 

Leftover mooncake? Bad. Artwork 
f rom the Wokai Photography  
Projec t  (which lasts  unt i l  Feb  
28)? Good. By now you’ve probably 
looked through our cover feature  
for  some thoughtful ,  personal  
gift suggestions this season. I may 
be willing to sell my handcrafted 
lantern (p18) to the highest bidder. 
Not the massage, though, because 
that would just be awkward.

If you’re more into giving quality 
time than quality gifts, I can respect 
that. Luckily, there are tons of fun 
things to do with friends and family 
to usher in the season. The British 
tradition of pantomime – outland-
ish musical comedy with slapstick 
humor and audience participation –  
has a welcome representative this 
year, in Beijing Playhouse’s produc-
tion of Cinderella.

Those who appreciate more sol-
emn reflections can sit back with a 

steaming mug of cocoa at The Book-
worm’s reading of the Dickens classic,  
A Christmas Carol (Dec 15). That 
Tiny Tim gets me every time, with 
his little crutches. There’s also the 
National Ballet bringing you Swan 
Lake (Dec 26-27). (Did you know this 
was one of the company’s first pro- 
ductions in 1959?) And our film 
friends at Electric Shadows are 
bringing you mulled wine and It’s a 
Wonderful Life (Dec 18).

If holiday hype’s not your thing, 
the calendar is also flush with art 
exhibits  and great  screenings,  
including Jia Zhangke’s 24 City at 
Culture Yard (Dec 24) and a new film 
by Lu Sheng called Here, There at  
BC MOMA (Dec 2, 9, 17 and 21).

Now, for gifts that give back, 
scoot over to the Living section 
(p55)  to see how you can get  
involved with a charity or two this 
season.

ART
China’s speaking up in the global dia-
logue. Artist Cai Guo-Qiang is open-
ing his first exhibit at the Mathaf Arab  
Museum of Modern Art in Doha,  
Qatar this December. Last month 
at the New York performance art  
biennial Performa 11, artist Zhou 
Xiaohu  enl isted New Yorkers to  
“relearn” English with renowned (and 
recently disgraced) Crazy English 
teacher Li Yang. We also had the US 
China Forum on the Arts & Culture, 
which invited Liu Xiaodong  and  
Xu Bing to discuss today’s art market. 
Closer to home, we sat down with 
new UCCA director Philip Tinari, who 
officially takes the helm this month. 
Look for our interview with him at 
TheBeijinger.com.

CINEMA
Meryl Streep, Ge You and Liu Ye are 
keen on more US-China fim collabora-
tions (this was also voiced at the US 
China Forum). A good start: The long-
awaited Flowers of War, directed by 
Zhang Yimou and starring Christian 
Bale, finally hits theaters. Starting Dec 
16, watch “Batman” look after a band 
of students and prostitutes who seek 
refuge in a church during the Rape of 
Nanking. Also, kung fu movies get a 
dose of the feminine with Legendary 
Amazons. Based on a Chinese opera 
about the Yang women leading their 
clan to victory after their men are 
massacred, the movie lets lady wuxia 
stalwarts shine, with choreography by 
Jet Li’s coach, Wu Bin.

IN PRINT
Bei j ing’s  b ibl iophi les  are  being  
enlisted to help prepare for The 
Bookworm International Literary  
Festival (BLF). Last year an army of 95 
volunteers got up close and personal 
with authors and learned what it took 
to put on Beijing’s biggest literary 
festival. This year, if you want in, be 
sure to attend the volunteer meet-
ings (Dec 14 & 15). For details, email  
volunteers@beijingbookworm.com.  
I n  o t h e r  n e w s,  t h e  M a n  A s i a n  
Literary Prize longlist includes 2011 
BLF author Yan Lianke, for his novel 
about an AIDS vi l lage in Henan. 
The shortlist will be announced in 
January. 

STAGE
New group Wingspeak Theatre  
performs two scenes from Hamlet in 
an unlikely setting: LAN Club (Dec 1-
4, 8-11). Tickets come with booze, to 
take the edge off the Shakespearean 
tragedy. The NCPA’s production of Xi 
Shi, about the beautiful spy sent to 
take down the enemy with demurring 
voice and fluttering eyelashes, comes 
back for another run (Dec 2-4). Also at 
the NCPA: the world record-winning 
musical, The Hunchback of Notre 
Dame (Dec 27-30).

SNAPSHOTS

THE WEATHER OUTSIDE IS … SPHERICAL? CATHERINE NELSON’S PHOTOGRAPHY AT GALERIE PARIS-BEIJING

ART ATTACK
MARILYN MAI IS PEDDLING ONE OF HER WARES

ARTS+CULTURE
PH

OT
O:

 C
AT

HE
RI

NE
 N

EL
SO

N



50 DECEMBER 2011

FEATURE

BLUE PRINCE
CHINA’S FIRST STREET ARTIST GOES OLD-SCHOOL
by Marilyn Mai

No, not old-school like Sugarhill Gang. 
In this case, we’re referring to a pre-
camera type of photography called 
cyanotype, also known as a blueprint. 

Back in the late 1800s, it was the imprint method of 
choice for engineers and the like; now it’s almost 
extinct. But artist Zhang Dali is bringing it back to 
document the life around him in Heiqiao Village, 
outside the Fifth Ring Road.

Zhang is best known within the Chinese 
contemporary canon as the man who brought 
street art to China, with the spray paint outlines 
of his cartoonish silhouette peppered throughout 
the city’s demolition zones in the ’90s. He’s since 

moved on to other projects: sculptures of migrant 
construction workers printed with serial numbers 
and strung upside down, photos of more migrant 
workers overlaid with modern sociopolitical  
slogans, and of course his latest cyanotype works, 
called “World’s Shadows,” on show this month at 
Pekin Fine Arts. We sat down with the artist and his 
wife Patrizia Galli at his studio to learn more about 
his journey and his latest art practice.

How did you make this transition from street 
to gallery?
At first, it felt like I was yelling. That was the graffiti 
spirit. Graffiti’s a protest art, right? It’s about saying 

something powerful, not just about looking good, 
having fun. But in the last dozen years graffiti’s 
turned into a trendy, commercialized product. It’s 
lost its battle-readiness. So I decided not to be a 
graffiti artist anymore and pursue other types of 
art. Of course, my audience became smaller – I 
can’t hang my sculptures all over the city. But in 
the end I’m still saying what I want to say. 

Can you walk us through this new photo proc-
ess you’re using?
I combine two chemicals (ammonium iron citrate 
and potassium ferricyanide) with water, then 
brush them onto a large piece of cotton fabric. 
The chemicals are naturally sensitive to ultraviolet 
light. So if you put the fabric under the sun, and 
have a person stand over it with their shadow  
falling onto the fabric ... In two or three minutes, 
the fabric becomes exposed and you get an 
imprint.

Who are these people in your images? 
I try to show the people and situations around 
me, people passing by riding their pedicabs or 
bicycles. So I usually just go into the village and 
find people.

Do they understand what you’re doing?
I think they think I’m crazy. Most of them don’t 
care what I tell them to do, they just care that I 
pay them.  

Everyone refers to you as an artist with a social 
slant. Do you agree?
Yes, I would agree. I think society and politics is 
too important to ignore. Let’s say you buy a villa. 
Even if you’re cordoned off from the rest of the 
world, you can’t escape. Maybe your Homeowner’s  
Association fee is unreasonably high, or your 
baoan hassles you every day. Maybe your build-
ing’s quality turns out to be horrible and you 
realize you were cheated. You can’t ignore these 
realities. You think you’re living in a palace, yet you 
step outside into garbage.

So what’s next?
I’ll probably continue this [type of photography] 
for another few years. There are some techniques 
and variations I haven’t explored yet: changing 
colors (red, black, brown) and different fabrics. But 
with Beijing’s horrible weather, there really aren’t 
enough days to do it each year. You need strong 
sun. In the cold of winter, the chemical solution 
freezes. But in July or August, it’s not good either 
because the humidity keeps the chemicals from 
drying, and then it doesn’t work.

Have you thought about moving elsewhere to 
do this? Florida? Italy?
Maybe I could do it in Lhasa. The sun there is  
really strong. But my whole point is to document 
my reality here in Beijing. If I moved to do this, it 
would no longer be my life.

Catch Zhang Dali ’s shadows at Pekin Fine Arts 
though Jan 8.

“YOU THINK YOU’RE LIVING IN 
A PALACE, YET YOU STEP 
OUTSIDE INTO GARBAGE”
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FEATUREREVIEWS

BOOKS: LAST MAN IN TOWER

ARAVIND ADIGA
Adiga’s ambitious second novel centers on the middle-class 
residents of a respectable though crumbling apartment 
complex. When a developer offers to buy their homes so he 
can build new luxury towers, the neighbors build webs of 
unholy alliances strung together with greed, fear of change 
or distrust – of the developer and one another. Adiga is 
celebrated for his guttural descriptions of an India in flux, 
but this time his overindulgent scenes of Bombay’s shining 

towers and decrepit shanties make for some tedious passages (genius though 
they may be). Still, his characters’ psychological games build into such a dark 
and woeful climax, leaving indelible pictures of his rising yet fallen city. We 
eagerly await the day that someone writes Beijing’s developmental pangs 
with such confidence and complexity. Marilyn Mai

Last Man in Tower is available at The Bookworm.

FILM: XIAO MA

LUO YONGHAO
This 47-minute short film, a fun ride through the lives of 
today’s hip young urbanites, is proof that Youku’s original 
content is worth keeping tabs on. Meet rocker Xiao Ma: 
His band has finally made it in the local rock scene and he 
thinks he’s found “the one.” Sadly, he can’t spend the night 
with her due to an embarrassing condition and his secrecy 
threatens to push her away. Director Luo charmed netizens 
with uploaded videos of his New Oriental English classes, 

earning him the fame and fortune to start his own English school. Now he’s 
turning his communication savvy to filmmaking, and Xiao Ma is a promising 
debut – with hilarious quips about modern society, admirable pacing and 
genuinely likable characters. Marilyn Mai

Find Xiao Ma on Youku by searching for 幸福59厘米之小马 (Xingfu 59 limi zhi 
Xiaoma).

STAGE: ZERO HOUR

ZIRU PRODUCTIONS
Promoting cultural exchange between East and West, the 
American dance ensemble ZiRu Productions examines  
identity and assimilation with its latest work, Zero Hour.  
Emotive and thoughtful, the work draws from Artistic  
Director Philein Wang’s own experience as the child of  
Chinese immigrants and as a mother contemplating her  
son’s hyphenate-American status. This time her trademark 
Tiger Hip-Hop (a blend of modern dance, hip-hop dance and 

tai chi) is further enhanced with painting, music and poetry. 
Narrative and heart are Zero Hour’s strongest attributes, and the collabo-

rative effort is accessible, steering away from the brow-furrowing strains of 
modern dance. While it wavers between novel and underdeveloped, to simply 
call Zero Hour a dance performance would be unfair – it’s an expressive outlet 
for those who dance in order to be heard. Liz Mak

Zero Hour will be performed at the Oriental Media Club Center and Lantian 
Theater from Dec 16-18.

Apichatpong Weerasethakul 
– you can call him “Joe” – is a 
leading force in Thai cinema’s 

new wave and a favorite at Cannes, 
where his latest film, Uncle Boonmee 
Who Can Recall His Past Lives, won the 
Palme d’Or. Weerasethakul’s illusory 
films are vessels of longing, revealing 
a Thailand at its most otherworldly 
and veering far from linear narrative. 
His new exhibit, “For Tomorrow For 
Tonight,” just opened at the Ullens 
Center for Contemporary Art. Using 
video, image and sound taken from 
his films, it’s a meditation on night, 
when the eyes become defunct and 
the mind takes control. 

Describe your 
new exhibit at 
the UCCA. 
I t is a portrait of 
this small house 
near the Mekong River, which be-
longs to an actress I frequently work 
with who is in the process of getting 
her leg operated on. I’m interested in 
this river, which has caused flooding 
and drought over the years. 
 
Where do the supernatural 
forces you use in your films, such 
as ghosts and talking animals, 
come from?
I grew up amidst the reality of ghosts 
and many fantastic creatures. So it is 
not hard to imagine them – nor to 
bring them back. 

Your parents and the region 
you grew up in, Isaan, are often 

included in your films. How have 
they influenced your work?
The transformation of places and 
people fascinates me. I  a lways 
wonder what cities will be like in 
the future. That’s why I dig so much 
into the past. 

Whether it’s a princess mating 
with a catfish or monks stealing 
away from their temples, your 
films often capture illicit longing.
Maybe it’s because here in Thailand 
we cannot do many things in a 
straightforward manner; it is always 
about zigzagging through the sys-
tem. In telling stories there is a sense 

of trying to liberate 
oneself. 

Keeping in mind 
the censorship 
you’ve faced 

from the Thai government, what 
do you think of the immediate 
future of Thai  
cinema?
It looks bright. Not only for Thai 
cinema, either – cinema in gen-
eral is being liberated by affordable 
tools and exploding distribution 
channels. 

Besides working in cinema, are 
you hoping to branch out into 
anything new?
Yes. I am thinking about having an 
avocado farm. 

“Joe” and his fantastic creatures will be 
afoot at the UCCA until Feb 10.

“IT IS ALWAYS ABOUT 
ZIGZAGGING THROUGH

 THE SYSTEM”

ART: “THROUGH MY EYES”

THE OPPOSITE HOUSE
The artist Mo Yi has set up hundreds of photographs of eyes, 
their borders filled with written thoughts from the people 
behind the peepers. Most were collected in past years, but 
many feature the eyes of those around you, since Mo invites 
viewers to take part in the exhibit, too. Go and you’ll likely 
find the artist standing along the wall, ready to photograph 
the eyes of the willing. Once snapped, the photos are in-
stantly printed and you’ll be invited to write your thoughts, 

then place your photograph amidst the growing collection. Mo’s hope: that 
staring at one’s own eyes while writing will encourage deeper introspection. 
There’s the slight danger of gimmickry at hand, but spend just a few quiet 
minutes among the photos and you’ll have a hard time tearing your eyes 
away. Marilyn Mai

“Through My Eyes” will be on show at The Opposite House until Dec 31.

RIVER OF 
GHOSTS
INDIE THAI FILMMAKER LOVES THE DARK

by Liz Mak
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CHRIS VERRILL
FOUNDER, BEIJING PLAYHOUSE

The book that changed my life was 
Lonely Planet: Eastern Europe. Before 
the Internet, it helped me navigate 
my first major traveling adventure 
in 1990. That trip and subsequent 
travels eventually brought me to 
China.

The person in Beij ing whose 
bookshelf I’d like a peek at is US 
Ambassador Gary Locke.

Bathroom reading? Nothing! Get 
in. Get the job done. Get out. No 
dilly-dallying.

Book I’m saving for old age? I’ve 
never in my life reread the same 
book. But maybe in my old age 
I’ll reread Stephen R. Donaldson’s 
Chronicles of Thomas Covenant. I read 
the series in college and it started a 
many-years-long phase of reading 
science fantasy.

Character in a book I’d like to 
be … I aspire to the integrity and 
nobility of Atticus Finch in To Kill a 
Mockingbird.

Character in a book I’ve had a 
crush on … You know that little 
girl in The Cat in the Hat? When I was  
a little boy, I had a crush on her.  
Ssshhh, don’t tell.

Books I wish I hadn’t read are most 
of my chemistry textbooks from  
college. Eegads, I hated chemistry.

The book I’d like to see adapted 
into a film is any biography of US 

BOOKSHELF
PHOTOS: SUI AND COURTESY OF L.A. THEATRE W

ORKS

You’ve no doubt  watched 
countless skits poking fun at 
United States foreign policy, 

but what about a show that digs 
a little deeper, showing us what’s 
at stake when it comes to airing 
a nation’s dirty laundry? Cue arts 
group L.A. Theatre Works, who come 
to Beijing this month armed with a 
docudrama called Top Secret: The 
Battle for the Pentagon Papers. The 
play, which first aired on NPR before 
being adapted for the stage, dissects 
the tug of war that broke out after 
sensitive documents detailing Amer-
ica’s involvement in Vietnam from 
1945-1967 were leaked to major 
newspapers. 

A quick re-
cap for anybody 
born after 1955: 
Th e  N e w  Yo r k 
T i m e s  b r o k e 
the story first in 
June 1971, re-
vealing govern-
ment  ac t ions 
divergent from official statements 
about the Vietnam War to an already 
disillusioned public. The Washington 
Post later joined in, and it all led to 
one of the most important US Su-
preme Court trials wrestling with the 
boundaries of freedom of speech.

“I think of it as a great stand-
up-and-cheer play about one of 
the finest moments in American 
journalism,” director Susan Loewen-
berg tells us. “It’s before the Internet, 
before WikiLeaks. It was when print 
was king. People really depended 
on their newspapers for their news. 
And certainly the New York Times and 
the Washington Post were symbols of 
incredible journalistic integrity.”

But it’s not just about journalism 
and political intrigue. It’s also about 

SNEAKY LEAKS
THE PERILS OF FREE PRESS AND DEMOCRACY 

by Marilyn Mai 

“IT’S A GREAT 
STAND-UP-AND-CHEER 

PLAY ABOUT ONE OF THE
 FINEST MOMENTS IN 

AMERICAN JOURNALISM”
President Andrew Johnson.  He 
became president upon Lincoln’s 
assassination at the end of the 
American Civil War and he was a 
Southerner – the North had just won 
the Civil War and yet now there was 
a Southerner in the White House. 
Andrew Johnson’s biography is an 
amazing read.

Book I’ll bring on my next travels? 
Good question! My plane leaves  
tomorrow and I don’t know which 
one to bring. I have 14 to choose 
from. The one I want to bring, a 
biography of Grover Cleveland, is 
too heavy.

My favorite line from a book: “For 
never was a story of more woe, than 
this of Juliet and her Romeo.” This is 
the last line of Shakespeare’s Romeo 
and Juliet. I played the character 
that said that line and the audience 
wept and the lights dramatically 
came down.

[And … scene. –Ed.]

Ca t c h  B e i j i n g  Pl a y h o u s e’s  c ra z y  
Christmas vers ion of  Cindere l la  
between Dec 2-18.

FIVE THINGS CHRIS CAN CREATE 
WITH HIS HANDS

Write old-fashioned letters with pen 
and paper

Sew costumes

Give a relaxing massage

Cook spaghetti

Lift beer. Put down beer. Repeat.

the cast of characters: Henry Kiss-
inger, President Nixon, Washington 
Post editor-in-chief Ben Bradlee 
and publisher Katharine Graham 
– essentially a housewife, who took 
over when her husband committed 
suicide.

“Bradlee was one of the great 
American editors who was a great 
friend of JFK. He was very hand-
some and dashing, a wonderful 
guy,” Loewenberg continues. “And 
of course Katherine Graham was just 
this icon ... She became the famous 
woman American publisher, and 
here she was just at the beginning 
of her tenure.

“I  think this 
is  a lso a stor y 
a b o u t  c o m -
pet i t ion ,” says 
L o e w e n b e r g . 
“ B e c a u s e  B e n 
Bradlee was just 
as interested in 
beating out the 

New York Times as he was in the 
principles of free speech.”

We also asked the playwright, 
Geoffrey Cowan, what a China debut 
for his play means to him. 

“I t is quite amazing, thrill ing 
and inspiring. Audiences in China 
will be particularly interested that 
President Richard Nixon and Secre-
tary of State Henry Kissinger were 
deeply concerned about the impact 
that publication of the Pentagon 
Papers would have on their highly 
confidential effort to open relations 
with China.”

Well, it was nothing a group of 
pingpong players couldn’t handle.

Battle will commence at PKU Memo-
rial Hall on Dec 2 and at the Tianqiao 
Acrobatic Theater Dec 3 & 4.
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For lazy journalists across the 
world, it ’s time to look back 
at what has happened in the 

last 12 months. I’d love to tell you 
that I have something else planned 
but you can now class me as a lazy 
journalist – that is, if you are kind 
enough to call me a journalist in 
the first place. I’ll try my best, like an 
Olympic diver, to throw in a twist. 

WORST JOKE
“It’s come off his chest, his knee, and 
his toe. It’s almost like that Chinese 
player Knee Shin Toe.” 
Sky Sports’ Glenn Hoddle on goal-shy 
Spanish striker Fernando Torres 

BEST COACH
“Chinese players love sleeping on 
the field. I have to wake them up and 
find new, more suitable people.”
Shenzhen Ruby’s “White Witch Doctor,” 
Philippe Troussier. His team finished 
bottom of the CSL

BEST DIALOGUE IN AN ADVERT  
Kobe Bryant: “Man–” 
Jay Chou: “I’m not your man.” 
The two superstars vie for dominance 
in a Sprite commercial.

STUPIDEST SPORT 
Swamp soccer. 
Not even worth explaining.
 
MOST ENCOURAGING POLITICIAN  
“You have a very strong body. Run 
fast on the field, play well and make 
a name for yourself in NFL like Yao 
Ming did in NBA.” 

TALKING BALLS
JONATHAN WHITE COULD NOT BE HERE TO ACCEPT HIS AWARD

J. R. SMITH AND THE ZHEJIANG GOLDEN BULLS HOST THE BEIJING DUCKS ON DEC 9

AT THE BUZZER

PH
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President Hu Jintao to new Buffalo 
Bill Ed Wang

BEST SPORTS JOURNALISM
“Reminiscent of Wayne Campbell 
from Wayne’s World trying to learn 
Cantonese to impress Tia Carrere.”
Dirty Tackle’s Brooks Peck on Arsenal’s 
attempts to film a Mandarin promo 
video, in which Kieron Gibbs thanks 
the world for “eating Arsenal.” 

BEST NEW COMPETITION
Shakehands vs. Penholders 
Table tennis’s battle of the paddle-
holding styles. Penholders won.

BIGGEST ABOUT-FACE 
Ding Junhui 
The portly cue-pointer was outed as 
a Liverpool fan by Liverpoolfc.tv but 
later posted a photo of himself in a 
Manchester United shirt on his own 
Sina Weibo.

ODDEST REASON TO COME TO 
CHINA 
Dwayne Wade 
The Jordan brand ambassador ap-
parently  came to “see where the 
magic happens” in the shoe factories.  
 
FAIR PLAY AWARD
Shenzhen 
The city refused to take part in the 
Guangdong Farmers Games because 
they have no farmers. 

BEST ANALYSIS 
“A demonstration of the superiority 
of socialism with Chinese charac-

teristics under the leadership of the 
Communist Party of China.”  
Hubei’s Party chief on Li Na’s French 
Open crown
 
SADDEST STORY 
Zhang Shangwu 
The former Olympic-hopeful gymnast 
was found begging on Beijing streets. 

HAPPIEST STORY 
Zhang Shangwu 
Billionaire philanthropist Chen Guang-
biao gave Zhang a job as a fitness 
instructor. 

BEST QUESTION 
“Are you hungry? Wanna go to dinner?”  
Tiger Woods to Liu Xiang, when asked 
to interview him at Beijing Normal 
University 

BEST ROLE MODEL 
Stephon Marbury 
The one-time New York Knick (and 
newest member of the Beijing Ducks) 
keeps it real by taking the subway 
to work. 

BIGGEST OVERREACTION 
“It would be similar to inviting the 
youth academy players of Man-
chester United or AC Milan to play 
a school side of paraplegics.” 
China Daily on Russian children beat-
ing Chinese children in two primary-
school football matches

And with that, we’re out like Li Na 
at every tournament since Roland- 
Garros.

The Oakley and Shaun White Air 
& Style B eij ing  snowboarding  
competition is back in town on 
on the afternoon of December 3. 
It’s a top-class event with interna-
tional riders and it’ll take place at the  
National Indoor Stadium. Tickets are 
available on Piao.com.cn and cost 
RMB 80-580. 

Bei j ing’s  ver y own homegrown  
international snowboarding event 
celebrates its tenth anniversary next 
month. We’ll have more about the 
Tenth Redbull Nanshan Open on 
TheBeijinger.com soon.

Beijing Ducks will be playing the 
fo l lowing CBA home games at  
Beijing Shougang Basketball Center 
this month: 

Dec 2: vs. Xinjiang Flying Tigers 
Dec 4: vs. Shanxi Brave Dragons
Dec 18: vs. Qingdao Eagles
Dec 21: vs. Shandong Gold
Dec 28: vs. Guangsha Lions 

All games tip off at 7.30pm. 

Tickets are RMB 40-260 and can be 
purchased at 8829 6158. 

Li Na’s book now has a name. It’s 
called Go West and Win. There’s no 
word if the subtitle will be “Once ... 
and Then Get Knocked Out of Every 
Tournament Thereafter.”

Look out for the FIP Snow Polo 
World Cup  Invitational Tourna-
ment 2012 in Tianjin in February. 
Horses, snow, Tianjin – the perfect 
combination.

Yao Ming started the year off as an 
injured Houston Rocket and China’s 
biggest sports star. He ends it, follow-
ing his retirement, as a freshman at 
Shanghai Jiao Tong University. After 
nearly a decade in the NBA, Yao’s new 
challenge is rather more cerebral. He 
said of his studies, “To be frank, I was 
totally lost in my first math class. Only 
a few vague memories of studying it 
were reawakened.” 

More from Yao in the form of wise 
words: “As the old saying goes, ‘Fail-
ure is the mother of success.’ I think 
it has two meanings. One is, never be 
afraid of it; the other is, learn from it.” 
The former-center then channeled 
Michael Jordan  adding “I  made 
3,362 shots on 6,408 attempts in my 
career, which means I missed 3,046 
in total. I also had 1,304 turnovers. 
Those are all part of my career. With-
out those 4,000 mistakes I would not 
be who I am today.” 

Lin Dan won a cool million yuan for 
beating Lee Chong Wei in an invita-
tional tournament. Super Dan then 
let slip that London 2012 may be his 
last hurrah. 
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They never tire of saying that rugby is a 
game for men with odd-shaped balls, 
but we’ve never heard a bad word said 

about the women who play. And why would 
we do such a thing when the Beijing Devils 
women’s team (aka the She Devils) have 
displayed such enterprising spirit by produc-
ing a tastefully shot team calendar?

The Beijing Devils 2012 calendar depicts 
the players in poses that, thankfully, couldn’t 
be further from the scrum. They want you to 
buy a copy (they don’t want to know what 
you do with it after that). Proceeds will help 
fund the team’s winter tours to Seoul and 
Hong Kong. 

You have the chance to aid grassroots 
sport, further rugby’s development and 
appreciate the beauty of the female form 
– all at the same time. 

CALENDAR GIRLS
TAKE A CLOSER LOOK AT THE SHE DEVILS 

While men’s rugby in China is long estab-
lished (the Beijing league is over a decade 
old), the women’s game has only really 
taken off over the last year or so. Though the 
sport’s inclusion in the 2016 Olympics has 
piqued Chinese interest, the image of the 
game ultimately depends on the enthusiasm 
and vigor of grassroots teams like the Beijing 
She Devils. Many of the girls have never 
played sports – let alone rugby – before, 
but they’ve developed into a team that has 
taken on the Korean national side and the 
best that the Chinese circuit has to offer. 

To purchase a calendar, go to The Den or see 
www.beijingdevils.com/womens-team/
beijing-she-devils-2012-calendar. To learn 
more about the players featured in the 
calendar, check out the rest of their website.

FEATURE
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In the past, we’ve devoted our 
Hands-On column to a number 
of activities: etiquette classes, 

speed dating, even swimming with 
dolphins. And then we tried baking a 
cake. Though the experience wasn’t 
perfect, we were hooked. 

As the proverb goes, “Give a man 
a fish, you have fed him for today. 
Teach a man to fish, and you have 
fed him for a lifetime.”

Funnily enough, the same rea-
soning applies to the core mission of 
this month’s Q&A subject, Chi Heng 
Foundation . This NGO does not 
simply hand out financial aid to HIV/
AIDS-affected children – it sponsors 
them through school, enrolls them 
in art and music therapy programs, 
and treks them to the city to visit 
college campuses. In other words, 
CHF nurtures a skill set and mental 
state in its recipients that will gear 
them for success, gradually breaking 
down the social stigma and all its 

accompanying disadvantages.
Another NGO that operates by 

that logic? Wokai, which has just 
launched its 2011 gift card cam-
paign. For an easy Christmas present, 
purchase one of their gift cards at 
Wokai.org – your contribution will 
fund a rural entrepreneur in need.

Meanwhile, buying raffle tickets  
will support the eco-minded goals 
of Greening the Beige. This non-
profit volunteer network is con-
stantly coming up with new and 
creative ways to raise awareness 
about environmental protection. 
Its latest project is a ten-day Raffle 
Prize Drawing (Dec 1-10) hosted 
in collaboration with The Hutong. 
Tickets start at RMB 20, and earn you 
the chance to win free film screen-
ings, cooking classes and overnight 
hotel stays. Email erin@thehutong.
com for more information.

Bethel China Foundation’s first 
charity shop, which should be open 

by the time we go to print, takes 
us full circle. This charity for blind 
orphans wants to become more 
self-sustaining – the concept of its 
store is to sell things from Bethel for 
Bethel (100 percent of the proceeds 
go to Bethel), or from you for Bethel 
(60 percent for you, 40 percent for 
Bethel). Also, unlike other charity 
shops, Bethel plans to steer clear 
of secondhand items, instead sell-
ing handmade original creations. 
They invite anyone who would be 
interested in participating to contact 
them at jiyong77@gmail.com.

The timing couldn’t be more 
perfect, eh? Devote yourself to any 
one of the DIY classes in our Cover 
Feature. Once you’ve honed your 
craft, you can 1) earn yourself a bit 
of cash, 2) feel proud of yourself 
for making something attractive 
enough for purchase, and 3) support 
the Bethel cause. Now that’s a fine 
way to spend the holidays.

CHI HENG
FOUNDATION

Since  1998,  the  inter nat ional ly  
acclaimed NGO has sponsored over 
13,000 AIDS-affected children, and 
is now in the process of expanding 
its social enterprises. In observance 
of World AIDS Day (Dec 1), we asked 
CHF’s founder and chairperson, Chung 
To, to break down the myths of this 
stigmatized epidemic.

What are some common  
misconceptions about HIV/AIDS?
That HIV and AIDS are the same thing. 
In Chinese, they use the same word, 
which makes them even harder to 
distinguish. Another thing: Many 
people think that if you contract HIV, 
you’ve been dealt a death sentence. 
When properly treated, HIV can in fact 
become a long-term chronic illness 
like diabetes or hepatitis.
 
How does CHF work to prevent 
those problems?
The key goal is to give these children 
hope. I’ve done countless home visits. 
At first a lot of them kept their heads 
down – they couldn’t even look at me. 
When I would ask them about college, 
they’d say, “I’m not good enough for 
college.” Our first step is to help them 
regain their self-esteem and think, “Oh 
yes, I can do that.”

If you grow up in a depressing 
environment where people constantly 
tell you you’re dumb, that you can’t go 
to college, that your parents are poor 
and have AIDS – if that has been so 
internalized, then nothing is possible 
no matter what we give them. That’s 
the point of our summer camps and 
programs in the city – we want the 
kids to meet other AIDS orphans 
in college and see that college is a 
possibility for them as well. We need 
to make them feel that despite their 
unfortunate background, they should 
still work hard to change their own 
destiny.

A lot of people think that just giv-
ing them money and an education 
will solve the problem. But no, it’s 
the change in mentality – the eye- 
opening experience – that is most 
important. CHF is only ten years old, 
yet we have already helped 1,000 
students attend university. Many of 
them now have great jobs and are not 
afraid to tell others that they’re from 
AIDS families. But it takes time.

Why is CHF’s work unique?
We are doing more than just provid-
ing an education and psychosocial 
suppor t for the orphans.  We are  
empowering a group of stigmatized 
and underprivileged children to be 
proud of themselves – to not allow 
themselves to be victims, but to 
become changemakers who are in 
charge of their own destinies. 

Sign up to volunteer at  
www.chihengfoundation.com.

Q&A

LIVING

LIVING LA VIDA LOCAL
TIFFANY WANG HAS ENOUGH FISH TO FEED HERSELF FOR A LIFETIME

THE CHI HENG FOUNDATION KIDS POSE FOR A PICTURE AT SUMMER CAMP  
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HANDS-ON ... 

PLAYDATE

PHOTOS: SUSAN SHENG AND COURTESY OF ELIZABETH PHUNG 

MARIO 
ZACCAGNINI
RESTAURATEUR AND KRAV MAGA PRACTITIONER

by Susan Sheng

“Krav, it’s like my holiday, you 
know?” Mario Zaccagnini 
grins self-effacingly over 

a bowl of ravioli at his restaurant, 
Eata l ia .  Hal f  an hour af ter  the 
gruelling Krav Maga session, Mario 
carries a light sheen of sweat and 
speaks just a little bit louder than 
usual. “Having a restaurant is like 
having a kid that never grows up,” he 
reflects.  “Always, always, first thing in 
the morning when I wake up, when 
I’m out in Sanlitun, I am thinking, 
‘Is the restaurant OK?’ And when I am 
at Krav, I can escape.” 

Given the premise of Krav Maga 
– a hands-on, no-frills, real-life-situa-
tion Israeli Defense Force technique 
designed to be mastered in around 
eight weeks by recruits – the con-
cept of escapism may sound strange. 
Krav Maga has a reputation no less 

intimidating than the IDF them-
selves: efficient, effective and, when 
necessary, take-no-prisoners. Hardly 
comparable to a Maldives vacation, 
but for Mario, it’s the only vacation 
his restaurant currently allows.

“So, I stumbled into Krav. I went 
to a new gym, and they told me 
a white guy was doing fighting 
downstairs.” This piqued his interest 
enough to give the class a look-
in, and soon he began practicing 
weekly. The dril ls are mixed up 
every week, and this class has a large 
“choking” component. Students split 
into groups, sliding into movement 
as the instructor gives the attack 
signal. Around the room, nine men 
and women lunge for each others’ 
necks, getting up and close with 
a choke.  Mar io s imultaneously 
“scoops” one of his attacker’s arms 

away and smacks a fast hand to 
her thigh, forcing her to let go. He 
rapidly delivers two more pulled 
punches before dancing back. The 
instructor comes by, urging him to 
“follow through” afterwards, as to 
enable finishing behind or next 
to his attacker. Mario murmurs in 
assent. 

“You have to have the control,” 
asserts Mario. “You gotta be able to 
get away or to keep fighting.” The 
idea of “finishing” the fight is empha-

sized here; there are absolutely no 
illusions that these skills are meant 
to be practiced only in the gym. 
Students use these skills in day-to-
day life, and Mario relates a time 
where he broke up a fight outside 
his restaurant. “I just tapped the guy 
once” – gesticulating somewhere 
around his thoracic region – “and he 
knew I wasn’t just playing around.” 

For a full schedule of classes, see 
www.kravmagabeijing.com.

AS SHE STOOD THERE,
 BARE, IN FRONT OF ME, 

I SILENTLY PANICKED

SKETCHY ARTIST
THE NAKED TRUTH ABOUT LIFE DRAWING 

by Jessica Rapp

My hands, soon to be black-
ened by graphite, were 
clammy. 

I didn’t even have a pad of paper. 
The veteran artists in The Hutong 
had already set up their easels and 
produced packs of pencils from their 
bags. Only one other girl confessed 
to me that she had never done 
Life Drawing before either,  and 
together we rum-
maged through 
the available art 
supplies.

Thinking that 
a touch of avant-
garde would earn 
me respect among my more ac-
complished peers, I reached for the 
bucket of vibrant pastels and bright 
lead. The class director stopped 
me in my tracks with a humbling 
phrase. 

“A lot of people start out with 
a pencil.”

I promptly heeded this advice. 
I snagged an eraser too, for good 
measure.

When I sat down with my chosen 
tools, a Chinese female was already 
stripping off her clunky brown boots 
and floral dress.

As she stood there, bare, in front 
of me, I silently panicked. I tilted my 
clipboard towards my chest to spare 
her from accidentally seeing what 
surely would soon be an unpleasant, 
scribbled reflection.

“Al r ight ,  the 
first one will be 
five minutes,” the 
instructor  sa id, 
with a stopwatch 
poised. “Ready?”

E v e r y o n e 
around me was leaning forward 
slightly, pencils quivering just above 
their notebooks, and I half-expected 
to see a green flag whip through 
the air.

“Begin.”
I had a mere flash in time to 

capture the complicated curves of 
this posing woman, who twisted in 
such a way that made it seem as if 
her arm protruded out of her head.

They say some people look good 
on paper. Not this girl. Not on my 
paper, at least.

I glanced at an artist whose char-
coal screeched as he drew in long, 
graceful gestures. His depiction of 
the model was evolving nicely. Then 
again, the angle from which he was 
viewing her was more flattering than 
mine. I looked back at my own draw-
ing, which was looking less human 
by the minute.

My method went something like 
this: Body, check. Left leg, check. 
Head, check. Wait, that’s too big. 
Erase. Head check. Now the leg is 
too thin, erase. Right leg ...

“Okay, that’s time.”
Wait, don’t move! I wanted to 

shout out, but I would have the 
chance to redeem myself. Over the 
next two hours, I began to relax like 
the others, and as the time limit was 
extended, my sketches transformed 
from frail pencil lines to bold strokes 
of pigment.

As the moment for the last pose 
approached, I felt ready. I waited for 
contortion, for a dramatic light show 
on the model's pale skin. 

But she simply lay down on her 
side, facing away from us.

Whew. Glad I wasn’t the only one 
in the room who was exhausted.

The Life Drawing Club meets every 
Monday night  at  7 .30pm at  The 
Hutong.
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EXPLORE
LONG WEEKEND

WISH WE WERE THERE ... A-TWIRL WITH THE WHIRLING DERVISHES, MEVLANA FESTIVAL, KONYA, TURKEY, DEC 10-17
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HAINAN
The cliché
The Hawaii of the East. 

The reality
Home to some of the best beaches in 
China. Their air quality is number one 
in the country, which has earned it the 
nickname of a “natural oxygen bar.”

The sights
Palm trees and blue seas. And Chinese 
tourists hiding from the sun.

Top destination
Sanya has several accessible beaches, 
from high-end resorts at Yalong Bay 
to the more affordable lodgings and 
local culture at Dadonghai Bay.

The food
Munch on fresh fish and fruit. Embrace 
the clichéd tourist enjoyment of 
beach-bar tropical drinks in a coconut 
– don’t forget the little parasols.

Why go now
Beijing is getting bitter, cold and grey. 
You won’t be getting any Vitamin D 
staying here.

What to bring
Purchase sunscreen before arriving at 
the beach or else pay the price.

What to buy
Tacky tropical-print outfits. Don’t 
forget to scoop up some coconut 
candy at the local shops.

Local transportation 
Buses and taxis will get you downtown 
or to the airport. Don’t plan on driving 
yourself around the island unless you 
have a Chinese driver’s license.

Local dialect
Expect to hear some Putonghua 
mixed with Hainanese (an offshoot 
of the Minnan dialect). A few other 
dialects can be found in the island’s 
less touristy areas.

Why you’ll want to stay
If Hainan is an oxygen bar, Beijing is 
that bar with poor ventilation and 
heavily used ashtrays that leaves 
you smelling like stale smoke in the 
morning.

Why you’ll be glad to leave
Everyone else thought a sunny break 
was a good idea too.

Flight information
A weekend jaunt in December will 
set you back about RMB 3,000 on 
Ctrip.com.

Winter wonderlands just 
don’t happen here. While 
some may enjoy the lack of 

winter precipitation, in my opinion 
you’re not having fun until there are 
whirling snowdrifts outside your 
door and glistening ice-covered 
branches pulling down power lines. 
A blizzard in Beijing would be great; 
I’d even take a paltry six inches of 
powder if it could only last at least a 
day. But that’s not going to happen, 
so it’s best to get out of the city and 
into the sun where you can’t even 
cling to the tiniest hope of some 
soft, light-falling snowflakes. 

I f warming rays and burning 
sand are calling you, island vacations 
are the way to go. During the first 
weekend in December, China will 
hold the Billabong Surfing Hainan 
Open. Head down to catch a wave or 
just watch from the sandy sidelines. 
Even if sur fing (or surfers) don’t 

interest you, Sanya still makes for a 
great weekend getaway during these 
frosty months. Another up-and-com-
ing destination for Chinese tourists is 
the Northern Mariana Islands, little 
specks of US territory in the Pacific, 
several of which its governor has 
offered to lease to China. The main 
draw: legalized gambling. Combine 
days in the sun with nights in the 
casino and this sounds like the next 
hot spot. You’ll just have to ignore 
the bombing exercises that the US 
military is conducting on a nearby 
island. 

Still interested in surfing, but 
afraid to go in the water? Air China 
is testing in-flight intranet on its 
Beijing-Chengdu route until Decem-
ber 31. Intranet, remember, refers 
to an internal computer network, 
meaning the service allows you to 
watch Air China’s movies on your 
own laptop, place shopping orders 

(à la SkyMall) and apparently instant-
message fellow passengers. Now 
you’ll get a planeful of unwelcome 
chatter and not just from the armrest 
hog next to you. 

If you’re stuck spending the holi-
day season in Beijing, download the 
new iPhone/iPod app Beijing on a 
Budget. It will show you where to 
grab cheap eats to warm you up, 
like steaming jiaozi or hot pot, or 
point you towards off-the-beaten-
track stops like the city’s narrowest 
hutong or lakeside table tennis.

As the mercury continues to 
drop, expect the usual cold-weather 
activities to start up, like ice-biking 
and ice-chairing at Houhai and artifi-
cially whitened winter parks around 
town. If you haven’t been run inside 
by the cold, join up for a Christmas 
Eve hike with the Beijing Hikers 
or hit the slopes at Jundushan or 
Yunfoshan with Culture Yard.

TRANSIT AUTHORITY
LAUREN MCCARTHY IS DREAMING OF A WHITE CHRISTMAS
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FEATURE

TUK-TUK AND AWAY
So Michael Symons wanted a change of scene. On a whim he decided 

to email his university buddy, Eric Gibb, to see if he was still in Beijing. 
The answer was yes. Also forthcoming was a job arranged through 
Gibb’s education consultancy. Symons said yes.

This potential position was in Enshi. Enshi is in Hubei. This is some 2,000km 
from Beijing. Symons said that he was interested in taking the train in order 
to see the Chinese countryside. Gibb decided that he had a better idea.

These photos tell the story of one man’s first few days in China. Days he 
spent in a motorized tin with his employer. Days in which rural China was 
treated to the sight of a 6-foot-4, 275-pound, blond man emerging from a 
5-foot-tall, 3-foot-by-3-foot canvas box on the back of a 50cc motorbike.

THE ROAD LESS TRAVELED
photos by Eric Gibb and Michael Symons 
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Our intrepid adventurers made it to Enshi. Their “motorhome” most 
certainly did not. 

To read their firsthand account of the trip, go to TheBeijinger.com. If you’re 
ever at Qingjiang Foreign Language School in Enshi, feel free to visit Michael. 
If you’re interested in a job that comes with a guaranteed adventure, head 
to AgesEducation.com.
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Beijing

Baoding

Yuzhou

Pingdingshan

Enshi

59DECEMBER 2011



60 DECEMBER 2011

WHAT’S HAPPENING 
FRIMON

ARTS & CULTURE
Musical:  
The Hunchback  
of Notre Dame
Goggle-eyed loser tries to get  
the girl. RMB 280-1,680. 7.30pm. 
Beijing Exhibition Theater 
(6835 4455)

THUWEDTUE

08

14

ARTS & CULTURE 
Film Talk:  
Mr. Gay China
Xiao Gang screens and discusses 
his short documentary about 
preparing for the controversial 
pageant. RMB 30, RMB 20 
(members). 7.30pm.  
The Bookworm (6586 9507)

ARTS & CULTURE
Comedy/Drama:  
Hamlet
The great Dane meets  
Philippe Starck in a lounge bar.  
RMB 150-320. 9pm. LAN Club  
(5109 6012)

MUSIC
Hanggai
The throaty folk rockers from the 
grassland throw a party for their 
fans. Free beer from 9-10.30pm. 
RMB 100. 9pm. 2 Kolegas  
(6436 8998)

16

02

BARS & CLUBS
In-Grid
Ingrid Alberini, the Renaissance 
woman from Italy, vows to wow 
Chocolate. Price TBD. 10pm. 
Chocolate (8561 3988)

07

MUSIC
Dead Elvis  
& His One Man Grave
We presume this is a tribute 
band. Price TBD. Time TBD. 
Yugong Yishan (6404 2711)

ARTS & CULTURE
Ballet: Swan Lake
You’ve seen the film, now  
watch the ballet. RMB 100-680. 
7.30pm. NCPA Opera House 
(6655 0000)

26

LIVING
Gourmet Cooking: 
Chinese Flatbread 
and Baozi
Make dough like they do on 
street corners. RMB 300.  
11am-2pm. Black Sesame  
Kitchen (136 9147 4408)

06

01

BARS & CLUBS
DJ Krush
The Japanese turntable  
master returns. RMB 100,  
RMB 70 (advance). 9pm.  
Yugong Yishan (6404 2711) 

09

MUSIC
Illness Sickness, 
Chui Wan, Skip 
Skip Ben Ben
Wacky noisemakers and 
their avant-garde brethren. 
See p43. Price TBD. 9.30pm. 
What Bar (159 0123 6743)

21

27

ARTS & CULTURE 
Opera: Tosca
Spoiler alert: She jumps off 
a building! RMB 160-880. 
7.30pm. NCPA Opera House 
(6655 0000)

MUSIC
13 Club’s 7th  
Anniversary and 
Christmas Party
Deck the halls with some young 
Chinese rebels. RMB 50. 9.30pm. 
13 Club (8261 9267)

23

13

LIVING
Green Drinks
Chill with eco-warriors and  
eco-entrepreneurs at their 
monthly meet-and-greet.  
Free. 7.30pm. The Bookworm 
(6503 2050)

15

ARTS & CULTURE 
BLF Volunteer 
Meeting
Help out at The Bookworm 
International Literary Festival, 
Beijing’s biggest bookish 
event of the year. Free. 
7.30pm. The Bookworm  
(6586 9507)

LIVING
Rotaract Beijing 
Clothing Drive
Until Jan 7. Get a jump on your 
spring cleaning. Drop-off points 
located around town. Donations 
benefit Roundabout Charity. 
www.rotaractbeijing.org

05

BARS & CLUBS
Kro’s Quiz Night
Anthony, Jim and the pizza 
make Americans feel at home. 
Free. 8pm. Kro’s Nest, Xiaoyun Lu 
(8391 3131)

29
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DECEMBER
SAT SUN

03

ARTS & CULTURE
Podcast Live:  
The Soul of Beijing
Kaiser Kuo, Jeremy Goldkorn and 
others discuss whether Beijing’s rapid 
change is leaving the city soulless. 
RMB 65 (includes drink), RMB 20 
(students). 4pm. Capital M (6702 2727)

10

DINING
BICCO Christmas Charity 
Dinner
Silent auction, live music and a set 
menu of Kagen’s signature dishes 
paired with two cocktails. RMB 600 
(presale), RMB 800 (at the door).  
6.30-9.30pm. Kagen (6583 6830)

ARTS & CULTURE
Modern Dance/Hip Hop: 
Zero Hour
Hip-hop vs. tai chi. Who got served? 
See Preview, p51. Tickets at 5705 0707. 
RMB 98-320. 8pm. Beijing EE City Theatre 
(5705 0707)

17 18

ARTS & CULTURE
Food, Film & Friends:  
Wintermas
Snuggle up with holiday comforts:  
food, mulled wine and Jimmy Stewart.  
RMB 240, RMB 200 (members), RMB 35 
(screening only). 5pm (cooking),  
7.30pm (screening). The Hutong  
(159 0104 6127)

25

ARTS & CULTURE
Piano: Richard Clayderman
Mr. Magic Fingers himself brings his  
Yuletide stylings to Beijing. Bring  
your own chesnuts and open fire. 
RMB 180-2,011. 7.30pm.  
Great Hall of the People (6309 6156)

24

MUSIC
The Final Christmas  
Carnival
Omnipotent Youth Society, DH &  
Chinese Hellcats, Brain Failure and  
others unwrap their presents early.  
RMB 150, RMB 100 (advance). 9pm. 
Yugong Yishan (6404 2711)

23
BARS & CLUBS
Kid Fresh  
New Year’s Eve Party
Freshly delivered New Year  
boogie-down. RMB 100 (after 11pm). 
10pm. Punk (6410 5222)

31

11

BARS & CLUBS
the Beijinger  
Charity Super Quiz
The biggest pub quiz of the year.  
Come for the trivia, stay for the Chicken  
Kiev. All ticket proceeds benefit the Ping  
An Medical Foster Home. Maximum ten  
people per team. RMB 100 (includes one  
free drink). 6pm (doors open), 7.30pm  
(quiz begins). Chocolate (8561 3988)
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EVENTS DAY-BY-DAY  p62
WEEKLY  p68
ONGOING p69

JAN EVENTS DEADLINE – DEC 12
SEND EVENTS TO LISTINGS@THEBEIJINGER.COM
VENUE INFO CAN BE FOUND IN THE DIRECTORY STARTING p71.
ALL EVENT DETAILS CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS.

DEC 1
DINING

Happy Birthday, SALT!
SALT turns four with a lucky draw, music 
plus free-flow canapés and drinks. All 
proceeds to UNICEF. RMB 300, RMB 250 
(advance). 7-10pm. SALT (6437 8457)

BARS & CLUBS
DJ Krush
Japanese turntable master returns. RMB 
100, RMB 70 (advance). 9pm. Yugong 
Yishan (6404 2711) 

MUSIC
Fuzzy Mood, Xiaokuaishou, Paowang
Very indie, very rock. RMB 40, RMB 30 
(students). 9.30pm. D-22 (6265 3177)

ARTS & CULTURE
Comedy/Drama: Hamlet
Wacky takes on two scenes from Shake-
speare’s Hamlet. RMB 320/300 (door/pre-
sale, show + free drinks), RMB 170/150 
(door/presale, show + two cocktails). 
9pm. LAN Club (5109 6012; see Nightlife 
directory)

LIVING
Hands-on: Tying Bracelet Knots
Learn to make auspicious knots from 
folk artists. RMB 150. 10am-noon. China 
Culture Center (6432 9341)

EXPLORE
Mutianyu Great Wall and Ming Tombs 
Tour
Climb this less-commercialized section 
of the Great Wall, alight by cable car or 
toboggan, and visit the Ming Tombs in 
Changping. RMB 420, RMB 300 (children 
under 12). 9am. China Culture Center (6432 
9341; see Living directory) 

DEC 2
BARS & CLUBS

In-Grid
Italian singer, composer and arranger 
Ingrid Alberini comes to town. Price TBD. 
10pm. Chocolate (8561 3988)

Markus Schulz
German trance DJ plays. RMB 200, RMB 150 
(advance). 10pm. Tango (6428 2288)

Morse
Mickey Zhang and Dio. RMB 50. 9pm-5am. 
Haze (5900 6128)

MUSIC
The Ah-Q Jazz Arkestra
An eclectic mix of straight-ahead, modern, 
funk and Latin jazz compositions. RMB 40. 
9.45pm. V.A. Cafe & Bar (5844 3638)

Boys Climbing Ropes, X is Y, Streets 
Kill Strange Animals, Me Too
Shanghai’s indie rockers invade our city. 

Film: Here, There
French-trained filmmaker Lu Sheng 
presents a quiet study of life and death. 
Q&A with director (Dec 2 only). RMB 40, 
RMB 30 (seniors, students), RMB 25 (BC100 
member), RMB 20 (BC V1000 member). 
7.30pm. BC MOMA (8438 8258)

Opera: Xi Shi
The legendary beauty sent to destroy a 
corrupt king with her charms gets the 
Western opera treatment. RMB 100-500. 
7.30pm. NCPA (6655 0000)

LIVING
Ritz-Carlton Charity Bazaar
Besides Christmas food and beverage, 

Teddy Bear Afternoon Tea
Meet and cuddle a life-sized teddy bear! A 
traditional tea for the whole family. RMB 
128+15% (includes coffee or tea and a glass 
of champagne), RMB 148+15% (kids 6-12). 
3-5pm. Crystal Bar & Lounge, Ritz-Carlton 
Beijing Financial Street (6629 6641)

BARS & CLUBS
Quantic
Colombia-based Englishman brings 
sounds from around the world. RMB 100 
(after 11pm). 10pm. Punk (6410 5222)

MUSIC
Boys Climbing Ropes, X is Y
If you missed these indie rockers from 
Shanghai yesterday, here’s your second 
chance. RMB 50, RMB 30 (advance). 9pm. 
Yugong Yishan (6404 2711)

Dawanggang, Yangjima, Songyuzhe
A feast of folk tunes from China’s wild wild 
west. RMB 50, RMB 40 (advance). 9pm. 
Jiang Hu Liveshow Bar (6401 4611)

Devils at the Crossroad, Flaming 
Heat, Red Pirates, Power Powder
Laowai bands rock Wudaokou. RMB 50, 
RMB 40 (students). 10pm. D-22 (6265 3177)

Mademoiselle et son Orchestre
Drink with some French-style gypsy jazz. 
Free. 9pm. Temple (131 6107 0713)

ARTS & CULTURE
Comedy/Drama: Hamlet
See Dec 1.

Docudrama: Top Secret: The Battle 
for the Pentagon Papers
See Dec 2. 7.30pm. Tianqiao Acrobatic 
Theater (6303 7449)

Master Class: TAO Dance Theater
Award-winning dancers demonstrate new 
techniques in movement and body relaxa-
tion. Reservations required; call 5780 0200. 
RMB 100, RMB 50 (student), free (UCCA 
members). 11am-6pm. UCCA (8459 9269)

Opera: Xi Shi
See Dec 2.

Podcast Live: The Soul of Beijing
Kaiser Kuo, Jeremy Goldkorn and others 
discuss whether Beijing’s rapid change 
is sucking the city dry. RMB 65 (includes 
drink), RMB 20 (students). 4pm. Capital M 
(6702 2727)

LIVING
Chinese Kitchen: Comfort Food
A variety of Chinese treasures to warm the 
belly for winter. RMB 240, RMB 200 (mem-
bers). 2-4.30pm. The Hutong (6404 3355)

Chinese Cloth Tiger Pillows
Learn to craft a gift that traditionally  
represents love and auspiciousness.  
RMB 150. 2.30-5pm. China Culture Center 
(6432 9341) 

The Committed TCM Tour
An in-depth look at the history, practices 
and benefits of Chinese medical theory. 
RMB 250 (includes 30min qigong class). 
8-11.30am. The Hutong (6404 3355)

Hilton Beijing Annual Tree Lighting 
Ceremony
Shop at the charity bazaar (2-8pm), then 
witness the Christmas train launch and 
tree-lighting ceremony (from 5.30pm). 
Proceeds benefit Project Hope. Free. 2pm. 
Hilton Beijing (5865 5000)

FROM DEC 17: LIN TIANMIAO: THE SAME
That’s a full rack of ribs. See photo, above.

FROM DEC 2: CHEN CHUNLIN: WOKAI PHOTO EXHIBITION
Buy a work, help a rural startup.

UNTIL JAN 20: CATHERINE NELSON: FUTURE MEMORIES
Floating spherical landscapes.

kids – now they represent a young genera-
tion. But the noisy boys and girl are still 
noisy. RMB 80, RMB 60 (advance). 8.30pm. 
Yugong Yishan (6404 2711)

Liu Donghong & Sand
A folk showcase of the very Beijing. RMB 
60, RMB 50 (advance). 9pm. Jiang Hu 
Liveshow Bar (6401 4611)

ARTS & CULTURE
Comedy/Drama: Hamlet
See Dec 1.

Comedy: Cinderella
The British tradition of Panto brought to 
you by Beijing Playhouse. Also playing 
Dec 8-18 (see Ongoing). RMB 300/260 
(door/advance), RMB 150/130 (students + 
children, door/advance). 7.30pm. British 
School of Beijing (8047 3588; see Living 
directory)

Docudrama: Top Secret: The Battle 
for the Pentagon Papers
The American press and government duke 
it out over free speech and national secu-
rity. See Feature, p52. RMB 80-200. 7pm. 
Peking University Hall (6275 1278)

there’s luxury shopping, tree lighting and 
choir singing. Free (to attend). 5-8pm. 
Ritz-Carlton Beijing, China Central Place 
(5908 8951)

Wokai Exhibition Opening and Party
A party to celebrate the launch of this 
NGO’s first series of limited photographic 
prints. All profits go towards Wokai. RMB 
120 (includes free-flow alcohol and cana-
pés). 7.30-9.30pm. Green T. House Gallery 
(6552 8310/1; see A&C directory)

EXPLORE
Ancient City Xi’an (Terracotta Army)
Until Dec 4. Located at the eastern end 
of the Silk Road, Xi’an is home to some of 
the most spectacular sights in China. Take 
two days to visit the famous Terracotta 
Warriors, the ancient city wall, the Great 
Mosque, Muslim Street, and more. RMB 
3,100. China Culture Center (6432 9341; see 
Living directory)

DEC 3
DINING

Let’s see how the Beijing bands respond. 
RMB 50, RMB 40 (students). 10pm. D-22 
(6265 3177)

Bye-bye Thanks For Your Fish, 
Shang Si’an, Laoyang, Laoya
A folk night in a mixed style. RMB 40. 
10pm. 2 Kolegas (6436 8998)

Hedgehog
They were just another bunch of rock 

THREE TO SEE
ART
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St. Andrew’s Ball
A night of Scottish dance, drink and eats. 
RMB 950, RMB 900 (members). 7pm-late. 
Capital Club Athletic Center (8486 2225 
ext 136)

EXPLORE
Immortal Valley Loop
Spend the day hiking around the Miyun 
Reservoir, passing waterfalls, streams and 
caves along the way. RMB 330. 8.30am. 
Beijing Hikers (6432 2786; see Sports direc-
tory) www.beijinghikers.com

DEC 4
DINING

2012 Australian Wine Annual Dinner
Noted critic Jeremy Oliver pairs five 
courses of Brian McKenna creations. RMB 
888. 7-10pm. ROOMBeijing (8517 2033) 

BARS & CLUBS
Mergrim
Electronic sounds from the Japanese 
avant-garde. RMB 100, RMB 80 (advance). 
8.30pm. Yugong Yishan (6404 2711) 

MUSIC
Invisible Landscape
Japanese avant-garde musicians and 
artists experiment with music, acoustics, 
emotions, space, vision, devices and live 
art. RMB 100, RMB 70 (advance). 8.30pm. 
Yugong Yishan (6404 2711)

Yu Lin, Blaque & Blunt
Wudaokou’s folk night keeps kicking. RMB 
30. 9.30pm. D-22 (6265 3177)

ARTS & CULTURE
Chorus: G.F. Handel’s Messiah
Get Biblical with the International Festival 
Chorus. Tickets: tickets@beijingifc.org or 
call 158 1046 2467. RMB 180-280. 7.30pm. 
International School of Beijing (8149 2345)

Comedy/Drama: Hamlet
See Dec 1.

Docudrama: Top Secret: The Battle 
for the Pentagon Papers
See Dec 2. 7.30pm. Tianqiao Acrobatic 
Theater (6303 7449)

Film: Yellow Earth
About as OG as Chinese indie film gets. 
RMB 40, RMB 30 (seniors, students), RMB 
25 (BC100 members), RMB 20 (BC V1000 
members). 4pm. BC MOMA (8438 8258)

Opera: Xi Shi
See Dec 2.

LIVING
 “All I Want for Christmas” Speed 
Dating
Meet 12 new people in just over an hour. 
Reserve at Fishbowlevents.com. RMB 150 
(includes drink and appetizers). 7pm-late. 
Le Petit Gourmand (6417 6095)

BSB Christmas Fayre
Balloon reindeer, mince pies and mulled 
wine. Free. 10am-3pm. British School of 
Beijing, Sanlitun (8532 5320)

Christmas with Bethel
Join the children and staff of Bethel for an 
afternoon of games and Christmas carols. 
Proceeds raised will go back to the charity. 
Contact zach@bethelchina.org for tickets. 
RMB 250 (adults), RMB 100 (children). Dou-
bletree by Hilton Beijing (6338 1888) 

EXPLORE
Explore Contemporary Art in 

Songzhuang
Get a glimpse into the real life of Chinese 
contemporary artists. Free. 9am. Ninety 
Percent Travel (151 1791 6648)

Jinshanling Great Wall
Want large, intact towers, and impres-
sive stretches of Wall that climb steep 
ridgelines? Then try this hike. RMB 400, 
RMB 360 (members). 8.30am. Beijing Hik-
ers (6432 2786; see Sports directory) www.
beijinghikers.com

DEC 6
LIVING

Gourmet Cooking: Chinese Flatbread 
and Baozi
Learn how to make simple street snacks. 
RMB 300. 11am-2pm. Black Sesame Kitchen 
(136 9147 4408)

Talk/Hands-on: Pu’er Tea
Get the facts on pu’er, then practice a tea 
ceremony. RMB 150. 10am-noon. China 
Culture Center (6432 9341) 

DEC 7
MUSIC

Chad Valley
Go find out why this talented young elec-
tro-pop artist has garnered so much praise 
from the UK media. RMB 50. 9pm. Temple 
(131 6107 0713)

Dead Elvis & His One Man Grave
Dead Elvis will take you back to the ‘50s 
with his rockabilly tunes. RMB 50. 9pm. 
Yugong Yishan (6404 2711)

Jurat T.T.
Psychedelic, rock, blues, traditional 
Uyghur folk, Jurat brew them all in his new 
album Sans Famille. RMB 50, RMB 40. 9pm. 
Temple (131 6107 0713)

Parkway Drive, Crossfaith
Metalcore powers from Australia and 
Japan clash. RMB 200, RMB 150 (advance). 
8.30pm. MAO Livehouse (6402 5080) 

ARTS & CULTURE
Film: Strictly Ballroom
Baz Luhrmann’s opening number for his 
“red curtain trilogy.” RMB 30 (includes 
coffee or tea). 7pm. Riverbank Bar and Café 
(6506 8277; see Nightlife directory)

Orchestra: A Night At the Oscars
Take a ride through tinseltown. RMB 280-
1680. 7.30pm. Poly Theatre (6500 1188 ext 
5126/5127)

LIVING
Global Kitchen: Korean 
Homestyle dishes that go far past kimchi. 
RMB 240, RMB 200 (members). 7.15-
9.45pm. The Hutong (6404 3355)

EXPLORE
Great Wall Spur
Climb a section of the Wall that was 
completed around 1580. RMB 330. 8.30am. 
Beijing Hikers (6432 2786; see Sports direc-
tory) www.beijinghikers.com

DEC 8
BARS & CLUBS

Carl Craig
China debut for Detroit techno legend. 
Unmissable. RMB 150, RMB 100 (advance). 
10pm. Lantern (135 0134 8785)

MUSIC
Flounder, Illness Sickness
Up and coming indie rock kids from Aus-
tralia shares stage with Beijing’s post rock 
new power. RMB 40, RMB 30 (advance). 
9.30pm. Gulou 121 (8404 3430)

French Horn Rebellion
You’d better be ready to sweat. This 
dizzying live synth-pop show will make 
you dance like no one’s watching. See 
Livehouse, p44. RMB 100, RMB 70. 9pm. 
Tango (6551 9988)

Lazy Camels, Unionbunny, Fatiao 
Kamusuo
Young powers rock out. RMB 40, RMB 30 
(students). 9.30pm. D-22 (6265 3177)

Steely Heart
These poppy indie rockers have a new 
album to share. Brain Failure’s Xiao Rong 
and ex-Joyside’s Bian Yuan come to sup-
port. RMB 60, RMB 50 (advance). 9pm. 
Yugong Yishan (6404 2711)

ARTS & CULTURE
Comedy/Drama: Hamlet
See Dec 1.

LIVING
INN Trekkie
Make new friends and explore the secret 
gems of Beijing together. RSVP by Dec 6 to 
innbeijing@hotmail.com (space limited). 
Free. 9.30am-2pm. Beijing Planning and 
Exhibition Hall

DEC 9
MUSIC

Chiren
A genuine mix of traditional Chinese folk 
and modern pop rock. RMB 40. 9pm. Jiang 
Hu Liveshow Bar (6401 4611)

Devils at the Crossroad
A rock & roll party to celebrate their new 
EP. Free. 9pm. Temple (131 6107 0713)

Dime Fest Vol. 8
Dime records’ metal fest keeps kicking 
with Saw, The Lifeless and more. RMB 50. 
9.30pm. 13 Club (8261 9267)

Illness Sickness, Chui Wan, Skip Skip 
Ben Ben
Illness Sickness give Beijing’s mellow post-
rock scene the strong kick in the pants that 
it needs, with support from avant-garde 
musical experimentalists. See p43. Price 
TBD. 9.30pm. What Bar (159 0123 6743)

Mademoiselle et son Orchestre
Surrender to the sexy gypsy jazz. RMB 40. 
9.45pm. Temple (131 6107 0713)

ARTS & CULTURE
Comedy/Drama: Hamlet
See Dec 1.

Electric Shadows Shorts
The series steps it up this month as part of 
“The Cinema of Light and Shadows.” New 
shorts, new venue. Free. 8pm. Landgent 
Center (8771 5506)

Film: Here, There
See Dec 2.

DEC 10
DINING

BICCO Christmas Charity Dinner
Silent auction, live music and a set menu 
of Kagen’s signature dishes paired with 
two cocktails. RMB 600 (presale), RMB 800 

(at the door). 6.30-9.30pm. Kagen (6583 
6830)

BARS & CLUBS
Infused
House with Eddie Lv, Ou Yang and Johnny 
Z. Free. 10pm. Punk (6410 5222)

MUSIC
Chiren
Bring on the Chinese rock. Free. 9pm. 
Temple (131 6107 0713)

Midi Awards
All the most important rockers in Beijing 
gather for a celebration. Longshendao, 
Liquid Oxygen and more bring the live 
beats. RMB 180, RMB 100 (advance). 3-
10pm. Tango (6551 9988)

Mini Train Heart, Streets Kill Strange 
Animals
Wuhan’s underground electro unit comes 
to impress Beijing. RMB 50, RMB 40 (stu-
dents). 10pm. D-22 (6265 3177)

Randy Abel Stable
Honky-tonk bluegrass hits Dongmianhua 
Hutong. RMB 40. 9pm. Jiang Hu Liveshow 
Bar (6401 4611)

Residence A, Metoo
A new rock generation starts to boom. 
Free. 9.30pm. Hot Cat Club (6400 7868)

Yaksa
Beijing’s heavy metal leader ends their 
national tour at home. Four Five joins in. 
Don’t be surprised if this ends up being 
the after-party of the Midi Awards. RMB 80, 
RMB 60 (advance). 9pm. Yugong Yishan 
(6404 2711)

ARTS & CULTURE
Christmas Book Bazaar
Huge discounts on used and new books, 
plus hot drinks and gingerbread. Free. 
10am-1pm. The Bookworm (6586 9507)

Comedy/Drama: Hamlet
See Dec 1.

LIVING
Gourmet Cooking: Tofu
Master this versatile and delicious 
ingredient. RMB 300. 1-4pm. Black Sesame 
Kitchen (136 9147 4408)

GtB’5 Full Moon Finale
The closing celebration event to Greening 
the Beige and The Hutong’s fifth annual 
event series, featuring green art, film, bike 
races, live tricks and music. Free. 7pm-late. 
Mako Live House (5205 1112/3)

ICVS Christmas Party for Pets & 
People
Special holiday treats for the whole family. 
Free. 2-4pm. ICVS (8456-1939/1940/1941)

EXPLORE
Lunar Eclipse and Hot Springs Hiking 
Overnight
Until Dec 11. A full moon, an eclipse, 
Japanese-style hot springs, and a hike the 
next day. RMB 1,100. 5pm. Beijing Hikers 
(6432 2786; see Sports directory) www.
beijinghikers.com 

DEC 11
BARS & CLUBS

the Beijinger 2011 Charity Super Quiz
Raise money for sick kids by taking up a 
cerebral challenge from Beijing’s greatest 
quizmasters. Fantastic prizes for the win-
ners. Maximum ten people per team. RMB 



64 DECEMBER 2011

130, RMB 110 (children under 16). 1.30pm. 
Ninety Percent Travel (151 1791 6648)

DEC 12
LIVING

Chinese Kitchen: Cantonese
Lots of quick stir-frying and steaming. RMB 
240, RMB 200 (members). 2-4.30pm. The 
Hutong (6404 3355)

DEC 13
LIVING

Gourmet Cooking: Tofu
See Dec 10. 11am-2pm. 

Green Drinks
Join Beijing’s green community at their 
monthly meet-and-greet. Happy hour 
promotions apply. Free. 7.30pm. The Book-
worm (6503 2050; see Nightlife directory)

DEC 14
ARTS & CULTURE

The Bookworm International Literary 
Festival Volunteer Meeting
Take part in Beijing’s biggest literary event 
of the year. For info, email volunteers@ 
beijingbookworm.com. Free. 7.30pm. The 
Bookworm (6586 9507)

Film: Pina
Wim Wenders’ new tribute to the modern 
dancer. RMB 30 (includes coffee or tea). 
7pm. Riverbank Bar and Café (6506 8277; 
see Nightlife directory)

Film Talk: Mr. Gay China
Xiao Gang screens and discusses his short 
documentary about preparing for the 
controversial pageant. RMB 30, RMB 20 
(members). 7.30pm. The Bookworm  
(6586 9507)

LIVING
Chinese Kitchen: Chinese Vegetarian
Well-known Chinese dishes with a veggie 
twist. RMB 240, RMB 200 (members). 2-
4.30pm. The Hutong (6404 3355)  

Chinese Kitchen: Sichuan
Bring the best of mala to your kitchen. 
RMB 240, RMB 200 (members). 10am-
12.30pm. The Hutong (6404 3355)  

Viva Xmas Party
Join the women of Viva for their annual 
holiday party. RMB 180. 6.30pm-late. 
Westin Beijing Chaoyang (5922 8888)

EXPLORE
Walled Village and Huanghuacheng 
Great Wall
A short, steep hike. Start at a village and 
end with a country-style meal. RMB 330, 
RMB 200 (children under 12). 8.30am. 
Beijing Hikers (6432 2786; see Sports  
directory) www.beijinghikers.com

DEC 15
ARTS & CULTURE

Book Reading: A Christmas Carol
A night with Scrooge and the ghosts of 
Christmas over cocoa. Special editions of 
Dickens’ classic for sale. Free. 7.30pm. T 
he Bookworm (6586 9507)

The Bookworm International Literary 
Festival Volunteer Meeting
See Dec 14. 12.30pm. The Bookworm 
(6586 9507)

LIVING
Gourmet Cooking: Savory Sweet
Learn how to use sugar in dishes to bal-
ance out flavors. RMB 300. 11am-2pm. 
Black Sesame Kitchen (136 9147 4408)

INN Coffee Morning – Shunyi 
Meet people who live nearby. Free. 10am-
noon. Mrs Shanen’s Bagels (8046 4301; see 
Dining directory)

DEC 16
MUSIC

Hanggai
The folk rockers from the grassland throw 
a party for their fans. Free beer from 9-
10.30pm. RMB 100. 9pm. 2 Kolegas (6436 
8998)

The Hot Club of Beijing
Keep the gypsy jazz swinging. RMB 30. 
9.45pm. V.A. Cafe & Bar (5844 3638)

Shanren
The funky folk group wants to see how 
their mix of modern and tradition will be 
received at the power base of the punks 
and metal heads. Might be their most 
entertaining show of the year. RMB 60, 
RMB 50 (advance, students). 9pm. MAO 
Livehouse (6402 5080)

Yantiao
Indie youngsters rock out. Free. 9.30pm. 
Hot Cat Club (6400 7868)

EVENTS
100 (includes one free drink, all proceeds 
go to Ping An Medical Foster Home). 6pm 
(doors), 7.30pm (quiz starts). Chocolate 
(8561 3988)

MUSIC
Gear & Rubber
Shaanxi’s hard-rock favorite stops by. RMB 
40. 9.30pm. 13 Club (8261 9267)

The Haunted
Need some death in the winter? How 
about some death-thrash from Sweden? 
RMB 200, RMB 160 (advance). 8pm. MAO 
Livehouse (6402 5080)

ARTS & CULTURE
Comedy/Drama: Hamlet
See Dec 1.

Film: Yellow Earth
See Dec 4.

LIVING
The Hutong Christmas Fayre
Buy gifts and gourmet treats, and sample 
The Hutong’s seasonal mulled wine. Free 
(to attend). 11am-3pm. The Hutong (6404 
3355)

EXPLORE
Colonial Architecture Exploration of 
Tianjin
Explore the old colonial districts and areas 
where Western and classic Chinese villas 
still exist. RMB 580, RMB 450 (children 
under 12). 8.30pm. China Culture Center 
(6432 9341; see Living directory)

Handmade Clay Figurines
Visit a traditional artisan studio to learn 
to make traditional clay figurines. RMB 
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DEC 7: PARKWAY DRIVE, CROSSFAITH
Metalcore powers from Australia and Japan clash.

ARTS & CULTURE
Modern Dance/Hip Hop: Zero Hour
A touching multimedia production that 
blends modern dance, hip-hop and tai 
chi. See Preview, p 51. Tickets at 5705 0707. 
RMB 98-320. 8pm. Beijing EE City Theatre 
(5705 0707)

LIVING
Cognacs and Woks
Cook up a contemporary Chinese menu 
that revolves around cognac. RMB 300, 
RMB 250 (members). 7.15-9.45pm. The 
Hutong (6404 3355)

DEC 17
MUSIC

Demerit
Seven years later, they’re still a real punk 
band. RMB 50, RMB 40 (students). 9.30pm. 
Yugong Yishan (6404 2711)

Duck Fight Goose, Soviet Pop, Chui 
Wan
Shanghai’s experimental rock pride brings 
their new album to Beijing. RMB 50, RMB 
40 (students). 10pm. D-22 (6265 3177)

Not There
Electronica tunes splashed with rock. Free. 
9.30pm. Hot Cat Club (6400 7868)

will.i.am
The Black Eyed Peas singer with fellow 
bandmate apl.de.ap, the Bucky Johnson 
Band and John Legend. Tickets available 
at 400 810 1887. RMB 180-1,680. 7.30pm. 
National Indoor Stadium (8437 1900)

ARTS & CULTURE

Film: Here, There
See Dec 2.

Modern Dance/Hip Hop: Zero Hour
See Dec 16. 2pm.

LIVING
Half-Day Photography Workshop
Shooting and editing sessions in the 
surrounding hutong area. SLR needed. 
Reserve at contact@cultureyard.net. RMB 
300. 1-6pm. Culture Yard (8404 4166)

DEC 18

MUSIC
Twisted Machine
Help them celebrate the fact that they’ve 
persisted for 13 years. The pride of Bei-
jing’s metal scene releases Faith, a docu-
mentary that records their growth. RMB 
100, RMB 80 (advance). 8.30pm. Yugong 
Yishan (6404 2711)

Da Yang, Blaque & Blunt
Get some folk tunes and have an easy 
night. RMB 40, RMB 30 (students). 9.30pm. 
D-22 (6265 3177)

ARTS & CULTURE

Film: Yellow Earth
See Dec 4.

Food, Film & Friends: Wintermas
Mulled wine and It’s a Wonderful Life, plus 
Chinese comfort foods. RMB 240, RMB 200 
(members), RMB 35 (screening only). 5pm 
(cooking), 7.30pm (screening). The Hutong 
(159 0104 6127; see Living directory)

Modern Dance/Hip Hop: Zero Hour
See Dec 16. 7pm. Plato Theatre (400 000 
0404)

LIVING
Cook Your Book: Sizzling Hunan
A culinary workshop with a literary edge. 
Make three dishes from Fuchsia Dunlop’s 
The Revolutionary Chinese Cookbook. 
RMB 590 (includes class and cookbook). 
4-6.30pm. The Hutong (6404 3355)

The Hutong Homemade Christmas 
Cupcake Special
Learn to make cupcake batter and icing 
from scratch. RMB 280, RMB 250 (mem-
bers). 10.30am-1pm. The Hutong (6404 
3355)

Mahjong Workshop: Part One
Learn the history and symbolism behind 
the game. Reserve at contact@cultureyard.
net. RMB 200 (2 sessions). 10am-1pm. 
Culture Yard (8404 4166)

EXPLORE
Hot Spring in Japanese Style
Escape the winter cold for a day spent 
immersed in warming waters. RMB 390, 
RMB 350 (children under 16). 8am. Ninety 
Percent Travel (151 1791 6648)

Jundushan Ski Resort & Hot Springs



66 DECEMBER 2011

EVENTS
Spend the day on the slopes and the af-
ternoon in the spa. RMB 680.9am. Culture 
Yard (8404 4166; see Living directory)

DEC 20
LIVING

Chinese Kitchen: Comfort Food
See Dec 3. 10am-12.30pm.

Cookery: Hand-Pulled Noodles & 
Dumplings
See Dec 10. 6.30-8.30pm.

INN Coffee Morning – Sanlitun
See Dec 15. The Bookworm (6586 9507; see 
Nightlife directory)

DEC 21
MUSIC

Miji Workshop
Li Qing of Soviet pop, Yan Jun, Liu Xinyu 
and more experimental musicians gather 
to present their technique. You are also 
invited to improvise. Free. 8pm. Guanxin 
Ting (5826 3440)

Muma & Third Party
The alternative rock band’s sorrowful, me-
lodious hymns round out their new album. 
RMB 80, RMB 60 (advance). 9pm. Yugong 
Yishan (6404 2711)

ARTS & CULTURE
Film: Here, There
See Dec 2.

Film: Shall We Dance?
The quirky and beloved Japanese film 
will get you in the mood to waltz. RMB 30 
(includes coffee or tea). 7pm. Riverbank 
Bar and Café (6506 8277; see Nightlife 
directory)

Opera: Tosca
Giancarlo del Monaco’s direction and 
staging made this an NCPA extravaganza. 
Here’s another chance to catch the breath-
taking revamp. RMB 160-880. 7.30pm. 
NCPA Opera House (6655 0000)

LIVING
Wine Tour of the World: Cabernet 
Sauvignon
Wine tasting in a cozy hutong environ-
ment. Reserve at contact@cultureyard.net. 
RMB 150 (includes wine and finger foods), 
RMB 120 (advance). 7.30-9.30pm. Culture 
Yard (8404 4166)

DEC 22
MUSIC

Miji Concert
The avant-garde musicians from Miji 
Workshop (see Dec 21) get together for a 
real concert. RMB 40. 8.30pm. 2 Kolegas 
(6436 8998)

Reloadz
Are those echoing sounds coming from 
the ground? They’re noisy and loud. RMB 
40, RMB 30 (students). 9.30pm. D-22 (6265 
3177)

ARTS & CULTURE
Opera: Tosca
See Dec 21.

LIVING
Imperial Chinese Dishes
Learn to make the dishes of royalty. RMB 
300. 11am-2pm. Black Sesame Kitchen (136 

9147 4408)

INN Coffee Morning – Lido
See Dec 15. Maan Coffee (8457 3470; see 
Dining directory)

DEC 23
BARS & CLUBS

The Syndicate presents Goldie
Drum & bass founding father returns to 
lock horns with The Syndicate. RMB 100, 
RMB 70 (advance). 10pm. Yugong Yishan 
(6404 2711)

MUSIC
Bedstars, Syringe, Dirty Seed, Youxi
A showcase of young rock powers. RMB 50, 
RMB 40 (students). 10pm. D-22 (6265 3177)

Punk Night
Six punk bands gather. The friendly bar is 

Christmas Wine Dinner
Four courses of exotic Indian paired with 
wine. RMB 288. 7-10pm. Tadka, Beijing 
Marriott Hotel Northeast (5927 8328) 
Elegant Eve
Six courses of sumptuous French cuisine. 
RMB 2,488 per couple (includes welcome 
champagne). 6-11pm. Le Pre Lenotre, Sofi-
tel Wanda Beijing (8599 6666 ext 6528)

Exquisite Christmas
A wine-paired five-course Christmas set 
menu. RMB 1,288. 6-10pm. Aria, China 
World Hotel (6505 2266 ext 36)

Festive Buffet Christmas
Roasted turkey with all the trimmings, plus 
an Asian feast. RMB 988 (includes free-flow 
wine and beer). 6-10pm. Lunar 8, The 
Fairmont Beijing (8507 3618 ext 3618)

Magnificent Italian Dinner
Chef Ivan Fargnoli presents a seven-course 
Italian Christmas feast. RMB 688+15% 
(includes glass of Veuve Clicquot). 6-10pm. 
Fratellifresh (5863 8203)

Party On
Traditional Christmas feast featuring the 
Greg Carroll Band. RMB 988 (VIP), RMB 598, 
RMB 198 (kids). 6pm-midnight. Eudora 
Station (8599 6666 ext 6528)

Modo Christmas
Four courses from Daniel Urdaneta’s great 
new winter menu. RMB 390. Modo (6415 
7207)

Santa Rita Christmas Eve
Glorious seafood buffet, lucky draws 
and a live band. RMB 788 (includes free 
flow house wine, glühwein and beer). 
5.30-10pm. Renaissance Café, Renaissance 
Beijing Chaoyang Hotel (6468 9999 ext 
3121)

Sardinian Christmas
Italian chef Francesco brings Christmas 
with a Sardinian flavor. RMB 588+15%, RMB 
478+15% (kids). 6-10pm. Bene, Sheraton 
Beijing Dongcheng (5798 8888)

The Irish Fire
Irish dancers, international buffet and the 
chance to win a trip to Paris. Room pack-
ages from RMB 2,588. 6pm-late. InterCon-
tinental Beijing Beichen (8437 1427)

Winter Wonderland
International buffet, spectacular lucky 
draw and a visit from Santa. Free flow 
wine and beer. Packages from RMB 3,688. 
6-10.30pm. China World Hotel (6505 2266 
ext 6350/6351)

BARS & CLUBS
Acupuncture Tech the Halls Xmas
Put some techno needle into Christmas. 
RMB 100. 10pm. Lantern (135 0134 8785)

Christmas at Aria
Valeria Proano and her jazz trio kick off the 
celebrations, with festive canapes, and fine 
drinks. Free. 9pm-2am. Aria, China World 
Hotel (6505 2266 ext 6644)

Haze Xmas Bash 
Yang Bing, Pancake Lee, Kaize and Zhi 
Qi get the Santa hats on. Special “Santa” 
drinks all night for RMB 25. RMB 60. 10pm. 
Haze (5900 6128) 

Hotpot
DJ Wordy bears musical gifts. RMB 50 
(after 11pm). 10pm. Punk (6410 5222)

Suzie Wong’s Christmas Party
Sexy Santa outfits at the ready – and that’s 
just the guys. RMB 200. 9pm. Suzie Wong’s 
(6500 3377)

Zeta Christmas Eve Party
If Santa was going to turn up at any Beijing 
Christmas party, it’d probably be this one. 
RMB 199 (includes three hours of free-flow 

getting serious. RMB 50, RMB 40 (advance). 
9pm. Temple (131 6107 0713)

ARTS & CULTURE
Opera: Tosca
See Dec 21.

DEC 24
DINING

A Very Terra Christmas
Festive Christmas menu with a Latin twist. 
RMB 218 (two courses), RMB 258 (three 
courses); add RMB 210 for free-flow beer or 
bubbly. 6-11pm. Terra (6591 9148)

Barolo’s Christmas Feast
Chef Gianluca creates a magnificent five-
course Christmas feast. RMB 1,288+15% 
(includes champagne). 6-10.30pm. Barolo, 
Ritz-Carlton Beijing (5908 8777)

Buon Natale
Five courses of Italian food and perform-
ance. RMB 1,188 (includes free-flow 

lamb leg and Christmas cake. RMB 1,288. 
6-10pm. CBD, Grand Millennium Beijing 
(8587 6888 ext 3012)

Christmas Eve at BLD
Sample succulent seafood alongside roast 
turkey. RMB 789+15% (includes free-flow 
wine and beer), kids half price. 6-10pm. 
BLD Cafe, Renaissance Beijing Capital 
Hotel (5863 8223)

Christmas Eve Seafood Dinner Buffet
Seafood dinner buffet including wine and 
beer. RMB 558+15%.  Elements, Hilton 
Beijing (5865 5020)

Christmas Eve Buffet
Sip on mulled wine as you take in VIC’s ex-
tensive buffet of turkey, seafood and Asian 
flavors. RMB 598+15% (includes wine and 
beer). 6-11pm. VIC, Sofitel Wanda Beijing 
(8599 6666 ext 6521)

Christmas Indulgence
A bountiful festive buffet. RMB 1,688 
(includes a glass of bubbly and free-flow 
wine and beer), RMB 888 (kids 12 and 
under). 6-10pm. Senses & Prego, Westin 
Beijing Financial Street (6629 7777)

DEC 7: CHAD VALLEY
Go find out why this young electro-pop talent has gained so much praise from 
the British media. 

DEC 24: THE FINAL CHRISTMAS CARNIVAL
Celebrate with Omnipotent Youth Society, DH & Chinese Hellcats, Brain Failure 
and more. See photo, above.

DEC 30: AV OKUBO, SNAPLINE
Premier indie-electro from Wuhan and and Beijing’s avant-garde rock royalty.

THREE TO SEE
LIVE MUSIC

Prosecco and wine), kids half price. 
6-11pm. Trattoria La Gondola, Kempinski 
Hotel Beijing Lufthansa Center (6465 3388 
ext 4200)

Cepe Holiday Flavors 
Five delicate courses of Italian-influenced 
dishes. RMB 988+15%, RMB 1,588+15% 
(includes wines). Cepe, Ritz-Carlton Beijing 
Financial Street (6629 6996) 

Christmas at East 33 
Opulent buffet with turkey carving, oysters 
and a glorious Yule log. RMB 888 (includes 
free-flow wine and beer). 6-10pm. East 33, 
Raffles Beijing Hotel (8500 4331) 

Christmas Dinner to Remember
Seafood, turkey and indulgent festive 
delights. RMB 688+15% (includes free-flow 
champagne and Glϋhwein), kids 6-12 half 
price. 6pm-late. Vasco’s, Hilton Wangfujing 
(5812 8888 ext 8411)

Christmas Eve at CBD 
Honey-glazed ham, roasted turkey, 
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spirits, wine, beer and finger food). Zeta 
Bar (5865 5050)

MUSIC
Christmas Feast
Celebrate with Subs (punk), Skarving 
(ska), Candy Monster (dance rock) and 
free roast lamb. RMB 50. 10pm. 2 Kolegas 
(6436 8998)

Hedgehog, White and Friends
Two leading bands headline. Christmas at 
Wudoukou’s rock base is going to be crazy, 
again. RMB 60, RMB 50 (students). 10pm. 
D-22 (6265 3177)

The Final Christmas Carnival
Record label Robust Husband assembles 
their best bands and best friends for a 
grand party. Lineup includes Omnipotent 
Youth Society, DH & Chinese Hellcats, 
Brain Failure and more. RMB 150, RMB 100 
(advance). 9pm. Yugong Yishan (6404 
2711)

ARTS & CULTURE
Film: 24 City
Jia Zhangke’s pseudo-documentary 
gets down and dirty with development 
in Chengdu. Reservation required; 
email contact@cultureyard.net. RMB 25 
(includes soft drinks and popcorn). 7pm. 
Culture Yard (8404 4166)

Opera: Tosca
See Dec 21.

LIVING
Chinese Kitchen: Chinese Vegetarian
See Dec 14. 10am-12.30pm.

The Hutong Christmas Hook ’n Cook
A friendly cooking competition. RMB 250. 
4-8pm. The Hutong (6404 3355)

Christmas Eve Grand Gala Dinner
Hosted by renowned TV hostess Ms. Liu 
Yan. RMB 4,688-6,688 (includes free-flow 
beverages and buffet). Time TBD. Ritz-Carl-
ton Beijing, Financial Street (6601 6666)

Magical Christmas at Treasury 
Ballroom
An unrivalled festive ambience. RMB 
2,888 (adult; includes free-flow beverages 
and buffet). 6.30-8.30pm. Westin Beijing 
Financial Street (6606 8866)

Christmas Eve Gala at the Park
The theme is “Las Vegas Night” attraction. 
RMB 3,388+15% (includes free-flow bever-
ages and full-course meal). Time TBD. Park 
Hyatt Beijing (8567 1234)

Christmas Eve Gala at the Jade 
Ballroom
There’s dance and folk music. RMB 1,988-
2,288 (includes free-flow beverages and 
buffet). 6-11pm. Kempinski Hotel Beijing 
Lufthansa Center (6465 3388)

“Back to 1920s” Christmas Eve 2011
Go back in time and enjoy fine food and 
entertainment. RMB 3,888-5,888 (includes 
free-flow beverages and buffet). Time TBD. 
The Westin Beijing Chaoyang (5922 8888)

Christmas Gala Dinner in Infinity 
Ballroom
Gourmet Christmas specials from around 
the world. RMB 1,488-2,288+15% (includes 
free-flow beverages and buffet). Time TBD. 
Hilton Beijing (5865 5865) 

Winter Wonderland at Raffles
Culinary delights and exciting events. RMB 
2,288-2,688 (includes free-flow beverages 
and buffet). Raffles Beijing (8500 4331)

EXPLORE
Great Wall Christmas: Gubeikou to 

Jinshanling
A Beijing Hikers tradition since 2004. 
Work up an appetite in the morning for a 
Christmas lunch at a local restaurant. RMB 
400, RMB 360 (members). 8.30am. Beijing 
Hikers (6432 2786; see Sports directory) 
www.beijinghikers.com

DEC 25
DINING

A Very Terra Christmas
11am-11pm. See Dec 24.

Christmas Day Buffet Brunch
International flavors and festive sweets. 
RMB 398+15% (includes wine, beer, egg 
nog and Veuve Clicquot), kids 6-12 half 
price.11.30am-3pm. BLD Cafe, Renaissance 
Beijing Capital Hotel (5863 8223)

Christmas Day Brunch

half price. 11.30am-4pm. Vasco’s, Hilton 
Wangfujing (5812 8888 ext 8411)

SALT Christmas Day
Roast turkey, pork and foie gras, with 
pumpkin cannelloni to finish. RMB 218 
(two courses), RMB 258 (three courses), 
add RMB 210 for free-flow beer and bub-
bly. Noon-10pm. SALT (6437 8457)

Santa and Buffet
Kid-friendly brunch featuring a vast 
seafood spread and Santa in attendance. 
RMB 388+15%, RMB 488+15% (includes 
free-flow champagne and house wine). 
11.30am-2.30pm. Greenfish, Ritz-Carlton 
Beijing Financial Street (6629 6990)

Unforgettable Brunch
Buffet featuring live lobster and roast 
goose. RMB 488 (free-flow selected wines 
and beer), RMB 188 (kids). 11.30am-3pm. 
Kranzler’s, Kempinski Hotel Beijing 
Lufthansa Centre (6465 3388 ext 4222)

DEC 26
DINING

Japanese Steak Night
Imported Australian steak in a hip ‘n’ 
hidden Japanese bar. RMB 50. Entero. 
(8451 0554)

ARTS & CULTURE
Ballet: Swan Lake
One of the National Ballet of China’s first 
productions, Swan Lake is back for its 
holiday run. RMB 100-680. 7.30pm. NCPA 
Opera House (6655 0000)

DEC 27
ARTS & CULTURE

Ballet: Swan Lake
See Dec 26.

Musical: The Hunchback of Notre 
Dame
The show based on Victor Hugo’s novel 
holds the Guinness World Record for most 
successful first year of any musical ever. 
RMB 280-1,680. 7.30pm. Beijing Exhibition 
Theater (6835 4455)

LIVING
Chinese Kitchen: Yunnan
Fresh wild vegetables, mushrooms and 
spices. RMB 240, RMB 200 (members). 7.15-
9.15pm. The Hutong (6404 3355)

DEC 28
ARTS & CULTURE

Musical: The Hunchback of Notre 
Dame
See Dec 27.

LIVING
Chinese Kitchen: Gourmet Chinese 
Pancakes
Explore Chinese bing in all of its glorious 
variety. RMB 240, RMB 200 (members). 
10am-12.30pm. The Hutong (6404 3355)

EXPLORE
Gubeikou Great Wall Loop
This unrestored section of the Wall is filled 
with steep ascents and descents. Not 
for the faint-hearted. RMB 350, RMB 200 
(children under 12). 8.30am. Beijing Hikers 
(6432 2786; see Sports directory) www.
beijinghikers.com

DEC 29
MUSIC

Residence A, The Gray, Lazy Camel, 
Youxi, Elenore
A night with ambitious young rock pow-
ers. RMB 60 (includes a free drink from 
Vampire In Beijing), RMB 50 (advance, 
students). 8.30pm. MAO Livehouse (6402 
5080)

Skip Skip Ben Ben, Chui Wan, Bird-
striking
Beijing’s most active and ubiquitous 
underground rock experimentalists come 
together. RMB 40, RMB 30 (students). 
9.30pm. D-22 (6265 3177)

ARTS & CULTURE
Musical: The Hunchback of Notre 
Dame
See Dec 27. RMB 180-1,280 (matinee), RMB 

DEC 15: BOOK READING: A CHRISTMAS CAROL
A Yuletide ghost story. See photo, above.

DEC 10: BOOK BAZAAR
Cheap finds from The Bookworm’s shelves.

DEC 26 & 27: BALLET: SWAN LAKE
Look out for the black swan.

THREE TO SEE
ARTS & CULTURE

Sleep in then treat yourself to brunch. RMB 
528+15% (includes soft drinks and juice), 
RMB 598+15% (includes French wine, beer 
and glass of champagne). Noon-3pm. VIC, 
Sofitel Wanda Beijing (8599 6666 ext 6521)

Christmas Day Family Brunch
Gifts for the children, Veuve Clicquot for 
the adults, traditional roast turkey and 
Christmas puddings for all. RMB 498+15%, 
RMB 598 +15% (includes free-flow 
champagne). Noon-4pm. Garden Court, St. 
Regis Beijing (6460 6688)

Christmas Day Lunch
Three-course American Christmas set 
lunch menu, including roast turkey and 
flaming puddings. RMB 388+15%, add 
RMB 288 for free-flow Mumm champagne. 
One East, Hilton Beijing (5865 5030)

Christmas Day Dinner
Christmas overlooking the city. RMB 
1,388+15% (includes wine pairing), RMB 
1,088+15%. 5.30-10.30pm. China Grill, Park 
Hyatt Beijing (8567 1234) 

Holiday Brunching
Santa might just stop by this indulgent 
buffet. RMB 488+15% (includes free-flow 
champagne and Glϋhwein), kids 6-12 

Unlimited Bubbalicious
The food, music and champagne 
never stops at this indulgent all-day 
buffet. RMB 588+15% (includes free-flow 
champagne).11.30am-10.30pm. Seasonal 
Tastes, Westin Chaoyang (5922 8880)

ARTS & CULTURE
Film: Yellow Earth
See Dec 4.

Piano: Richard Clayderman
The French John Tesh performs a special 
Christmas concert. RMB 180-2,011. 7.30pm. 
Great Hall of the People (6309 6156)

LIVING
Mahjong Workshop: Part Two
See Dec 18. Now master the rules and visit 
a local playhouse to play as the locals do. 
RMB 200 (includes first session). 10am-
1pm. Culture Yard (8404 4166) 

EXPLORE
Yunfoshan Ski Resort 
Spend a white Christmas with your skis 
in the snow. RMB 690. 9am. Culture Yard 
(8404 4166; see Living directory)
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280-1680 (evening). 2.30pm, 7.30pm.

DEC 30
MUSIC

AV Okubo, Snapline
A rare pairing of Wuhan’s premier indie-
electro band with Beijing’s avant-garde 
rock royalty. RMB 60, RMB 50 (students). 
10pm. D-22 (6265 3177)

Electronic Music Party
Yantiao, Alpine Decline and more of Bei-
jing’s live electronic powers gather. RMB 
50. 10pm. 2 Kolegas (6436 8998)

Rolling Bowling
Catch the rockabilly group before they 
get on with their national tour. Free. 9pm. 
Temple (131 6107 0713)

ARTS & CULTURE
Musical: The Hunchback of Notre 
Dame
See Dec 27.

DEC 31
DINING

Before The New Year ...
Start your evening with a buffet seafood 
dinner with live entertainment and lucky 
draws. RMB 268+15% (includes beer, 
juice and soft drinks), kids 6-12 half price. 
6-10pm. BLD Cafe, Renaissance Beijing 
Capital Hotel (5863 8223)

Funfair Frolics at Scene a Café
A buffet spread and fun with fortune 
tellers, face painters and magicians, plus 
a great lucky draw. RMB 628+15%. 5.30-
10.30pm. Scene a Café, China World Hotel 
(6505 2266 ext 35)

Grange’s Festive Five Courses
A romantic five courses for New Year’s Eve. 
RMB 598 +15% (includes glass of Perrier 
Jouet). 6pm-late. Grange, Westin Beijing 
Chaoyang (5922 8880)

Kerry’s New Year Dinner
Lavish seafood and grill spread, plus 
other festive favorites. RMB 888+15% 
(includes free-flow house wine and beer), 
RMB 288+15% (kids). 6-10.30pm. Kerry’s 
Kitchen, Kerry Hotel (8565 2088) 

Mosto NYE Dinner
Five courses of warming winter dishes. 
RMB 550. 6pm-late. Mosto (5208 6030)

New Year Midnight Supper
A New York St. Regis tradition, celebrate 
the new year with supper, chocolate fon-
due and plenty of drinks. RMB 498+15% 
(includes free-flow champagne, sparkling 
wine and cocktails). 8.30pm-late. Garden 
Lounge, The St. Regis Beijing (6460 6688)

New Year’s Eve Party Menu
Four courses of fresh, contemporary fare 
and free-flow alcohol ensures a great 
night. RMB 578 (includes free-flow bubbly 
or beer). 6pm-late. Terra (6591 9148)

Retro NYE
Enjoy retro cocktails and a great buffet 
while you count down. RMB 788 (includes 
free flow wine, glühwein and beer). 5.30-
10pm. Renaissance Café, Renaissance Bei-
jing Chaoyang Hotel (6468 9999 ext 3121)

Sparkling Celebrations at SALT
Celebrate the new year with five innova-
tive courses. RMB 568 (includes free-flow 
beer and bubbly). 6pm-midnight. SALT 
(6437 8457)

BARS & CLUBS
Genesis 2012 New Year’s Eve
Techno takes you into 2012 with Acupunc-
ture’s Weng Weng, ELVIS.T and friends. 
RMB 150, RMB 100 (advance). 10pm. 
Lantern (135 0134 8785)

Haze New Year’s Countdown
Dance into 2012 with Donald Summer, 
Patrick Yu, Yang Bing, Pancake Lee, Kaize, 
Zhi Qi and Max Feelgood. RMB 100. 10pm. 
Haze (5900 6128)

Kid Fresh New Year’s Eve Party
Kid Fresh rings in 2012. RMB 100 (after 
11pm). 10pm. Punk (6410 5222)

New Year at Aria
Swing into 2012 with Valeria Proano’s jazz 
trio, cocktails and a countdown. Free. 
9pm-2am. Aria, China World Hotel (6505 
2266 ext 6644)

New Year’s Eve Countdown Party
Raise a glass to 2012. Packages from RMB 
288+15%. 9pm. Zeta Bar (5865 5050)

New Year’s Eve at Migas
Party in Migas’ new bar. FakeLoveMusic 
bring electronic disco courtesy of Bottin, 
while Funk Fever bring the funk. RMB 150, 
RMB 120 (advance). 10pm. Migas (5208 
6061)

New Year’s Party
Live music from Greg Carroll and a DJ rock 
you into the New Year, with prizes to be 
won and drinks specials all night. Free. 

8pm. Eudora Station (6437 8331/8334)

Nova New Year’s Eve
Underworld’s Darren Emerson headlines. 
Expect “Born Slippy” at midnight. Maybe. 
RMB 200, RMB 150 (advance), RMB 120 
(early bird, before Dec 10). 9pm. 751 Green 
Zone, 798 Art District

Suzie Wong’s New Year’s Party
See off 2011 with champagne and cigars. 
Reservations at 138 1112 3770. RMB 200. 
9pm. Suzie Wong’s (6500 3377)

Xiu 2012 Countdown
Bubbly and live music eases you into the 
New Year. RMB 400 (includes one glass of 
Moet & Chandon). 9pm. Xiu (8567 1108)

Yen Countdown
Join Dio, Yang Bing, Ou Yang, Slide and 
others for Yen’s latest New Year meltdown. 
RMB 150, RMB 100 (advance), RMB 70 (early 
bird). 10pm. 798 Art Space, 798 Art District

MUSIC
Dafay & Skyscraper
Welcome the new year with the simplest 
compositions and a straightforward 
attitude. RMB 40. 9.45pm. V.A. Cafe & Bar 
(5844 3638)

DH & Chinese Hellcats, Rolling Bowl-
ing, The Flying Mantas
Get your best rock dance moves ready for 
the new year. RMB 50. 10pm. 2 Kolegas 
(6436 8998)

PK 14, Carsick Cars, The Gar
The star power of this lineup will attract 
a line a mile long. RMB 100, RMB 80 (stu-
dents). 10pm. D-22 (6265 3177)

ARTS & CULTURE
Film: Aftershock
Never got around to seeing how this 
blockbuster portrayed the events of the 
Sichuan earthquake? Find out now. RMB 
25 (includes soft drinks and popcorn). 
7pm. Culture Yard (8404 4166)

LIVING
Chinese Kitchen: Gourmet Chinese 
Flatbread and Baozi
See Dec 6. 2-4.30pm. 

EXPLORE
Harbin – Ice Lantern Festival & Snow 
Sculpture Expo
Until Jan 2. Spend the holiday weekend in 
“Little Moscow” enjoying the world-fa-
mous Ice Lantern Festival or drinking in 
an ice bar amid Russian-influenced archi-
tecture. RMB 4,850. China Culture Center 
(6432 9341; see Living directory)

JAN 1
DINING

Bubbly New Year Brunch
A fantastic option for the first brunch of 
the New Year. RMB 428+15% (includes 
free-flow champagne), RMB 218+15% 
(kids 12 and under). 11.30am-3pm. Senses, 
Westin Beijing Financial Street (6629 7777)

Festive Feast Brunch
A vibrant holiday buffet. RMB 388+15% 
(includes free-flow champagne). 11am-
3pm. Feast, Sheraton Beijing Dongcheng 
(5798 8888)

Revive, Recover and Celebrate
Lift the New Year’s hangover with good 
food and a more alcohol. RMB 218 (two 
courses), RMB 358 (three courses); add 
RMB 210 for free-flow bubbly. 11am-11pm. 
Terra (6591 9148)

MONDAYS
DINING

Burger Burger Monday
Get two of Blue Frog’s award-winning 
burgers for the price of one: now available 
at both Blue Frog locations. 4-11pm. Blue 
Frog (Sanlitun 6417 4030, U-Town 8561 
2665)

BARS & CLUBS
Bookworm Pub Quiz
Free drinks guaranteed, cash prize condi-
tional upon supreme intelligence. RMB 5. 
7.30pm. The Bookworm (6586 9507)

MUSIC
Open Jazz
The jam session is hosted by jazz saxo-
phonist Liang Jun along with a bass player 
and drummer. There’s a free beer for 
anyone who comes on stage to play. Free. 
Time TBD. V.A. Cafe & Bar (5844 3638)

LIVING
Chinese Language and Culture 
Workshop
The stuff you really want to know about 
China. Reserve at contact@cultureyard.
net. RMB 75, RMB 250 (4 workshops). 7-
8.40pm. Culture Yard (8404 4166)

Life Drawing Club
Draw live models. Beginners welcome. 
Register at events@thehutong.com. RMB 
60, RMB 50 (members). 7.30-9.30pm. The 
Hutong (6404 3355)

Tai Chi Beginner’s Class
An ancient Chinese meditative exercise for 
the body, aiming to foster a calm and tran-
quil mind. RMB 150, RMB 480 (4 classes). 
China Culture Center (6432 9341) 

TUESDAYS
BARS & CLUBS

Black Sun Quiz Night
Testing times at Chaoyang Park West Gate. 
Free. 8pm. Black Sun (6593 6909)

Quiz Night
How many, when and where? Free. 8pm. 
Tim’s Texas Bar-B-Q (6591 9161)

Stumble Inn Quiz Night
How many beers do you have? Free. 
7.30pm. The Stumble Inn (6417 7794)

MUSIC
Jazz Jam Session
Jazz lovers gather – maybe you can jam 
too. Free. 9pm. Jiang Hu Liveshow Bar 
(6401 4611)

Zoomin’ Night
Find new definitions of music. RMB 30, 
RMB 20 (students). 9.30pm. D-22 (6265 
3177)

LIVING
Calligraphy Beginner’s Course
Covers all-things-related to this ancient 
art. RMB 160, RMB 480 (4 classes). 10-
11.30am. China Culture Center (6432 9341) 

Culinary Walking Tour: Create Your 
Own Chinese Kitchen
Gain tips on food combining and seasonal 
shopping. RMB 80, RMB 70 (members). 
8.45-9.45am. The Hutong (6404 3355)

WEDNESDAYS

EVENTS

DEC 24: CHRISTMAS EVE BUFFET
Looks like Santa’s bringing lobster.
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BARS & CLUBS
Ladies’ Night at Ciro’s
Two-for-one cocktails and jazz. Free. 
6pm-midnight (band starts 9.30pm). Ciro’s 
Pomodoro (5208 6008)

Paddy’s Quiz
Which quiz host swears the most? Prizes 
for every round and more. Free. 8.30pm. 
Paddy O’Shea’s (6415 6389)

MUSIC
University Night
Push the cradle of Beijing’s new rock stars. 
RMB 30, RMB 10 (students). 8.30pm. D-22 
(6265 3177)

ARTS & CULTURE
Riverbank Ciné Club
So you think you can watch movies about 
dance? Electric Shadows says yes. RMB 30 
(includes coffee or tea). 7pm. Riverbank 
Bar and Café (6506 8277; see Nightlife 
directory)

SPORT
Badminton
Shuttlecock shenanigans. 7-10pm. Contact 
John at johnsk_ho@hotmail.com.

Chess Night
Beijing Amateur Chess Club (BACC) offers 
international chess, go and Chinese chess. 
Free. 8pm. Souk (6506 7309; see Nightlife 
directory)

Netball
Everyone’s welcome to play, just remem-
ber it is not basketball. Free. 7.30pm. 
Harrow International School (no tel)

Ultimate Frisbee
Pickup sessions before the upcoming fall 
season. Email anthonytao13@gmail.com 
for info. 8pm. Beijing City International 
School

LIVING
Culinary Walking Tour: Create Your 
Own Chinese Kitchen
See Tuesdays. 8.45-9.45am.

THURSDAYS
DINING

Wind Down at the Wine Club
Discover wine with sommelier Julia Zhu. 
Includes five wines, expert commentary 
and canapés. RMB 150+15%. 6.30pm. One 
East, Hilton Beijing (5865 5030)

BARS & CLUBS
Green Cap Quiz Night
Where did she go? Free. 7.30pm. The 
Green Cap (186 1174 7939)

Kro’s Quiz Night
Anthony and Jim rock the trivia. Free. 8pm. 
Kro’s Nest, Xiaoyun Lu (8391 3131)

LIVING
Chinese Bird Flower Painting: Begin-
ners
Ink & wash painting for expats. RMB 160, 
RMB 480 (4 classes). 10am-noon. China 
Culture Center (6432 9341) 

Morning Zen Meditation Workshop
Insight into the teachings and practices 
of Zen Buddhism. RMB 120, RMB 400 (4 
classes). 10.30am-noon. China Culture 
Center (6432 9341) 

FRIDAYS

DINING
MEAT Me!
Australian tenderloin features in this 
meat-heavy buffet. RMB 328+15%, add 
RMB 108 for free-flow wine and Stella 
Artois. 6-11pm. Elements, Hilton Beijing 
(5865 5020)

LIVING
Community Yoga
Do good, do yoga. Proceeds go to 
Surmang Foundation and the Migrant 
Children’s Foundation. RMB 50 (minimum 
donation). 11am-12.30pm. Yoga Yard (186 
0002 6627)

SATURDAYS
DINING

Feijoada Saturdays
Feijoada for the weekend. RMB 128. 
11.30am-3pm. Alameda (6417 8084)

Sureño Tapas Lunch
Tapas menu of eight rotated weekly. RMB 
178. 11.30am-3pm. Sureño, The Opposite 
House (6410 5240)

BARS & CLUBS
Elliot Johnson and Taste of Soul
Authentic Chicago blues. Free. 9.30pm-
12.30am. Ciro’s Pomodoro (5208 6008)

ARTS & CULTURE
China Through Cinema
It’s the Editor’s Pick this month, so they’re 
bringing us Jia Zhangke’s 24 City (Dec 24), 
Vietnamese film Cyclo (Dec 17) and Feng 
Xiaogang’s Aftershock (Dec 31). Reserva-
tion required; email contact@cultureyard.
net. RMB 25 (includes soft drinks and 
popcorn). 7pm. Culture Yard (8404 4166)

SPORT
Hiking
Get out in the great outdoors. Prices and 
times vary. www.udoadventure.com or 
136 1124 1407.

LIVING
Culinary Walking Tour: Create Your 
Own Chinese Kitchen
See Tuesdays. 12.30-1.30pm. 

SUNDAYS
DINING

360° Champagne Brunch
Enjoy a fine brunch, Mumm champagne 
and Beijing’s best homemade ice cream. 
RMB 298-368+15%. 11.30am-3pm. 360°, 
Hilton Beijing Capital Airport (6458 8888)

A Sunday Affair
Veuve Clicquot champagne with oysters, 
grilled meat, fresh cheese and luscious 
desserts. RMB 398-498+15%. 11.30am-
3pm. Garden Court, St. Regis (6460 6688)

American Sunday Roast
Prime beef rib cut tableside with all the 
trimmings. RMB 198+15%, RMB 98+15% 
extra for wine buffet. Noon-3pm. One East, 
Hilton Beijing (5865 5030)

Aroma Gourmet Brunch
Lobster, oysters, foie gras, international 
cheeses and a Sunday roast. RMB 398+15% 
(includes unlimited Piper Heidsieck 
champagne). 11.30am-2.30pm. Aroma, 
Ritz-Carlton Beijing (5908 8161)

Bubbly Sundays
Caviar, live seafood, tartare stations, 

teppanyaki ice cream and much more. 
RMB 398+15% (includes free flow of cham-
pagne), RMB 328+15% (free-flow wine 
and beer), RMB 168+15% (kids under 12), 
free (kids under 6). 11.30am-3pm. Senses, 
Westin Financial Street (6629 7810)

FIZZtastic Champagne Brunch
Premium Taittinger on free-flow and a lip-
smacking array of gastronomy, including 
lobsters brought direct to your table. RMB 
388+15%. 11.30am-3pm. Vasco’s, Hilton 
Wangfujing (5812 8888 ext 8411)

Seafood Sunday
Enjoy a leisurely Sunday brunch before 
a jaunt in surrounding 798. RMB 298 
(includes four courses and seafood plat-
ter), add RMB 138 for free-flow wines, 
sparkling wine and cocktails.  11.30am-
3pm. Yi House Restaurant, Grace Beijing 
(6436 1818) 

Sunday Brunch Bliss
A feast of meats, seafood, and luscious 
desserts. RMB 438+15% (includes cham-
pagne), RMB 348+15% (includes wine and 
draft beer). 11.30am-3.30pm. Asia Bistro, 
JW Marriott (5908 8995)

Sureño Set Sunday Lunch
Enjoy tapas dishes, a soup and one main 
course. RMB 188+15%, RMB 298+15% 
(includes champagne). Noon-3pm. Sureño, 
The Opposite House (6410 5240)

BARS & CLUBS
Sunday Night Jam Session
The Taste of Soul Band play out the 
weekend. Free. 9.30pm-midnight. Ciro’s 
Pomodoro (5208 6008)

SPORT
Badminton
A more organized game than the one 
outside your office. 10am-noon. Contact 
John at johnsk_ho@hotmail.com.

Hash House Harriers
Run, then drink like it’s a speakeasy. Meet 
at Tim’s Texas Bar-B-Q at 1pm. Runs usually 
last an hour, covering about 7-8km. Each 
run is RMB 20 and includes beer and water 
along the way. www.hash.cn

The TREK Peloton Road Bike Cycling 
Club
Rental bikes are available. Everyone rides 
40-60km together for the winter season. 
Coffee afterwards. More information at 
tom@thebeijingpeloton.com or at  
www.thebeijingpeloton.com. 9am. 
Chaoyang Park

LIVING

Sambasia Barefoot Percussion 
Workshop
Anyone can be a drummer. RMB 80, RMB 
240 (4 classes). Noon-2pm. UCCA Loft 
(8459 9269; see A&C directory)

Survival Chinese
Learn the essentials, i.e. small talk and 
vocabulary for ordering food and bargain-
ing. Reserve at contact@cultureyard.net. 
RMB 200, RMB 600 (4 classes). 10am-noon. 
Culture Yard (8404 4166)

WEEKENDS
DINING

Luxurious Brunch at Maison Boulud
Pick and choose from an array of delecta-
ble courses. RMB 258 (four courses), RMB 
218 (three courses), RMB 168 (two courses). 
11am-4pm. Maison Boulud (6559 9200)

SPORT
Field Hockey 
Ice hockey minus the fights and ice. For 
more info, e-mail bjhockeyclub@hotmail.
com. 6pm. Ol’e Sports (6776 0608) 

ONGOING
DINING

Alameda’s Dinner Set
All month. Two- and three-course set 
dinners. RMB 178-198. Mon-Fri 6-10.30pm, 
Sat-Sun 6-11pm. Alameda (6417 8084)

Christmas Bubbalicious
Dec 4, 11 and 18. Brunch with a holiday 
twist. RMB 428+15% (includes free-
flow champagne), RMB 398+15%, RMB 
368+15%. Seasonal Tastes, Westin 
Chaoyang (5922 8880)

Daily Christmas Buffet
All month, except Dec 24 and 25. Christ-
mas-themed daily buffet with your favorite 
festive dishes. RMB 268+15% (includes 
wine, beer, soft drinks and juices). BLD 
Cafe, Renaissance Beijing Capital (5863 
8223)

Early Christmas
Dec 11 and 18. Brunch goes festive. RMB 
388 (includes free-flow Paulaner beer and 
sparkling wine), RMB 174 (kids). 11.30am-
3pm. Kranzler’s, Kempinski Hotel Beijing 
Lufthansa Centre (6465 3388 ext 4222) 

Epicurean Seafood Dinner
All month. Elevating the seafood buffet to 
new heights. 5.30-11pm. Seasonal Tastes, 
Westin Beijing Chaoyang (5922 8880)

DEC 10: ICVS CHRISTMAS PARTY FOR PETS & PEOPLE
Naughty or nice? Woof woof.
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Grange Pots
All month. Fondue gets fancy with 
lobster, Belgian chocolate and smoked 
salmon. Mon-Fri 11.30-2.30pm, Sat-Sun 
5.30-10.30pm. Grange, Westin Beijing 
Chaoyang (5922 8880)

Hungry for Hummus? 
Mon-Fri. Middle Eastern lunch buffet. RMB 
88. 11.30am-2.30pm. Rumi (8454 3838) 

Into the Frying Pan this Christmas
Dec 1-23. Learn how to cook an amazing 
Christmas banquet in an open kitchen. 
RMB 688+15%. By reservation. Grange, 
Westin Beijing Chaoyang (5922 8880)

Modo Set Lunch 
All month. Fresh, creative set lunch. RMB 
80, RMB 200 (free-flow sparkling and 
house wines). Modo (6415 7207)

Teddy Bear Tea
Dec 11 and 18. A chocolate buffet, ginger-
bread workshops and a visit from Santa. 
RMB 198 (adults), RMB 98 (kids). 3-5.30pm. 
Lobby Lounge, The Fairmont Beijing (8507 
3618 ext 3630) 

Wine Tasting Classes
All month. Learn how to taste wines like 
the experts, and get your Wine & Spirit 
Education Trust certification. Dragon 
Phoenix Fine Wine Consulting (5960 4050, 
info@longfengwines.com)

Yummy Yum Cha
Start your day off in proper Cantonese 
style with unlimited dim sum delicacies. 
RMB 108+15%. 7-10am. Jewel, Westin 
Beijing Financial Street (6629 7820)

BARS & CLUBS
The Greg Carroll Band
Wed-Sat. Rock and more. Free. 9.30pm. 
Eudora Station (6437 8331/8334)

Xpress
Tue-Sun. Chart hits from across the dec-
ades, with an emphasis on the early ’90s. 
Free. 9pm-2am. Xiu (8567 1108)

MUSIC
Anna Stamburg Group
Thu-Fri. Live soul and R&B to prep you for 
the weekend. Free. 9.30pm-12.30am. Ciro’s 
Pomodoro (5208 6008)

STYLE
Fashion Exhibition: ESMOD.Beijing
Dec  5-Jan 5. See the future of Chinese 
design in these works by ESMOD students. 

Free (Mon-Wed 12-7pm, Thu noon-9.30pm, 
Fri-Sun 9.30am-6pm). Alliance Française at 
BLCU Center (8230 3729)

“Culture Chanel” Exhibition
Until Dec 13. Over 400 items including 
original manuscripts, designs and jewelry 
illustrate the journey of the French brand 
and founder. Free. Daily 9am-4pm. 
National Art Museum of China (6401 
2252/7076)

“A plus” Exhibition: Fashion & Art
Until Dec 25. Lane Crawford and Modern 
Weekly showcase a crossover collabora-
tion bridging Chinese fashion designers 
with leading artists from around the world. 
Free. Daily 10am-9pm. Lane Crawford 
(6622 0808)

ARTS & CULTURE
Comedy: Cinderella
Dec 8-18. Beijing Playhouse’s crazy version 
of the fairy tale in the British Christmas 
tradition. RMB 300/260 (door/advance), 
RMB 150/130 (students + children, door/
advance). 7.30pm (Thu-Sat), 2pm (Sun). 
Trojan House Theater (5711 0860)

Rhythm: Calendar of Contemporary 
Printmaking Exhibition
Until Dec 11. Seven artists, including Lv 
Peng and Zhou Jirong, contribute original 
prints for a calendar, with proceeds going 
to a special needs orphanage. Calendar 
sales continue past Dec 11. Free (exhibit), 
RMB 5,888 (limited edition calendar). Red 
Gate Gallery (6525 1005)

Wu Jian’an: Seven Layered Shell
Until Dec 16. Traditional paper-cutting not 
only goes modern – it goes big, too. Free. 
Chambers Fine Art (5127 3298)

Kate Downie: The Concrete Hour
Until Dec 18. The UK artist holds her first 
solo show in China, with large-scale draw-
ings and video. Free. Where Where Art 
Space (159 1080 3790)

Qiu Qijing: Light and Dust
Until Dec 19. China’s “bad boy” sculptor 
works with blue-and-white porcelain and 
white jade. Free. White Box Museum (5978 
4801)

Fantasy of Childhood
Until Dec 31. Six young Chinese artists 
share their childhood dreams through 
painting, sculpture and photography. Also 
enjoy Ogilvy’s ongoing Digital Lab. Free. O 
Gallery (8520 6000)

Mo Yi: Through My Eyes

Until Dec 31. The eyes have it. See Review, 
p51. Free. The Opposite House (6417 6688)

Depth of Field
Dec 3-Jan 6. Belgian’s best young 
photographers present a range of styles: 
absurdist, historic, portrait and punk. Free. 
Three Shadows Photography Art Centre 
(6432 2663)

Kids Charity Art Exhibition
Dec 2-20. A variety of children’s works 
selected by professional artists, with sales 
benefitting Sun Village, a charity that 
provides foster care and education for the 
children of convicts. Free. China World 
Mall Phase 3 (6535 7586/6535 8989)

Women’s World Photography Compe-
tition: Finalists
Dec 5-Jan 5. Which photographer deserves 
to win? Free. Alliance Française Xihai 
Center (6404 2643)

AV@AR
Dec 17-Jan 3. A new digital arts venue 
opens with interactive short film pro-
grams, audio-visual performances and 
multimedia installations all focusing on 
digital media and technology. Free. China 
Millennium Monument Museum of Digital 
Arts (5980 2317)

Zhang Dali: World’s Shadows
Until Jan 8. The artist who left his silhou-
ette on demolition sites all around Beijing 
in the ’90s is now using cyanotype pho-
tography to striking effect. See Feature, 
p50. Free. Pekin Fine Arts (5127 3220)

Wang Qiang: Venus Hotel
Until Jan 15. In these new works, surreal 
compositions juxtapose the abstract 
with the strikingly real. Free. White Space 
Beijing (8456 2054)

Zhu Zi: Mountain River Water
Until Jan 15. Zen and geometry come 
together in Zhu’s works on paper. Free. 
White Space Beijing (8456 2054)

Catherine Nelson: Future Memories
Until Jan 20. Ethereal landscape photog-
raphy warped into perfect spheres. Free. 
Galerie Paris-Beijing (5978 9262)

Wu Shanzhuan and Inga Svala Thors-
dottir: Kuo Xuan
Until Jan 20. The longtime collaborators 
bring us their mix of character-based 
graphics, photography and sculpture. 
Free. Long March Space (5978 9768)

Lu Song: Dawn Villa
Until Jan 22. Lu rebels against the perfec-
tionist training of Chinese art in his series 
with oil and charcoal. Free. Alexander Ochs 
Galleries (8456 2054)

Annick Gaston + A De: Like the Air 
Chasing the Wind
Dec 4-Jan 22. A French engraver and a 
Chinese poet team up. Free. Art Base 1 
(6433 6920)

Apichatpong Weerasethakul: For 
Tomorrow For Tonight
Until Feb 10. Independent Thai filmmaker 
examines night, blending video with im-
age and sound from his previous films to 
create an emotional, sensory dream. See 
Feature, p51. RMB 15. UCCA (5780 0200)

Curated by Zhan Wang: Tang Yuhan: 
Interior Divination
Until Feb 10. Feng shui, interior decorating 
and high art combine. Free. UCCA (5780 
0200)

Kolkoz: Parallax
Until Feb 10. The French artistic duo mix 
tourist photos with NASA training photos 
for a cheeky series of illusions. RMB 15. 
UCCA (5780 0200)

Cheng Ran: Hot Blood, Warm Blood, 
Cold Blood

Until Feb 12. Apparently, Boiling Blood 
and Tepid Blood didn’t make the cut. Free. 
Galerie Urs Meile (6433 3393)

Wang Xingwei
Until Feb 12. Still-lifes turned portrait, like 
her “flower pot old lady.” Free. Galerie Urs 
Meile (6433 3393)

Zhan Wang: My Personal Universe
Until Feb 25. Watch a giant boulder 
explode from six different angles on HD 
slow-mo. RMB 15. UCCA (5780 0200)

Lin Tianmiao: The Same
Dec 17-Feb 26. The globally respected 
feminist artist unveils installations labori-
ously ensconced in yarn and gold foil. Free. 
Beijing Center for the Arts (6559 8008)

Chen Chunlin: Wokai Photography 
Project
Dec 2-Feb 28. The Sichuan-based pho-
tographer takes penetrating photos of 
rural workers for the NGO. Purchase one 
and 70% will help finance a micro-entre-
preneur from Wokai’s site. Free. Green T. 
House Gallery (6552 8310/8311)

Bullfighting From Behind the Barrier
Dec 4-Mar 3. Photos and video from Span-
ish artists dialoguing about the cultural 
cliche of bullfighting. Free. Instituto Cer-
vantes (5879 9666)

SPORT
Basketball
All month. Hang with the Beijing Overseas 
Students Basketball League. Email dingr-
enhai@163.com for times and locations. 
www.angels-club.com.cn

Beijing Hikers
Every Wed, Sat & Sun. Join the club for 
rated rambles over varied picturesque ter-
rain outside the city. Call ahead to inquire 
about the hike’s degree of difficulty. RMB 
250 and upwards, RMB 150 (kids under 12). 
Leave 8.30am sharp from the Starbucks 
at the Lido Holiday Inn. (6432 2786) www.
beijinghikers.com

ClubFootball Men’s 5-a-side 
All month. The new season is under-
way. Players and teams welcome for all 
12 divisions on weeknights. Register 
by calling 5130 6893/4/5/6, or email 
play@wanguoqunxing.com. More info at 
www.clubfootball.com.cn

Fencing
Mon-Fri. Learn to fence – or sharpen your 
skills. En garde. 5pm. Ol’e Sports (139 0101 
5919)

Heyrobics
All month. The fittest thing to come from 
Sweden since Dolph Lundgren. Check the 
website for details. www.heyrobics.com

LIVING
Rise and Shine Yoga
Energy and clarity for the mind and body 
early in the day. RMB 680 (one-month 
pass). 7-8.10am. Yoga Yard (186 0002 6627)

Rotaract Beijing Clothing Drive
Until Jan 7. Donate nearly-new clothes, 
books and toys at drop-off locations (see 
website). Proceeds benefit Roundabout 
Charity. www.rotaractbeijing.org

EXPLORE
Four-Day Yabuli Skiing
A few hours outside of Harbin, Yabuli 
is China’s largest ski resort. RMB 8,690. 
Country Holidays (+21 3222 0616)

Skiing in Korea
Spend five days on the slopes of Yong-
pyong Resort, less than four hours from 
Seoul. RMB 10,250. Country Holidays (+21 
3222 0616)

DEC 31: YEN COUNTDOWN
The dawn of 2012: Conspiracy theorists, retreat to your bunkers.
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hot wings. Voted “Outstanding Burger“ in 
our 2011 Reader Restaurant Awards. 1) Daily 
11am-10pm. 1-LB01, The Grand Summit, 
Liangmaqiao Diplomatic Compound (300 m 
north of the Kempinski Hotel’s main entrance), 
19 East Dongfang Lu, Chaoyang District. (8532 
1878) 2) EB103, B1/F, Bldg 1, China World Mall, 
1 Jianguomenwai Dajie, Chaoyang District. 
(6505 7789) 1) 朝阳区东方东路19号亮马乔外交

公寓1号楼会所1层1号铺; 2) 朝阳区建国门外大

街1号国贸商城地下1层EB103

Grandma’s Kitchen Sandwiches, gravy-
based dinners and high-powered desserts. 
Voted “Outstanding Family-Friendly Restau-
rant” in our 2011 Reader Restaurant Awards. 
1) Daily 9am-10pm. 47-2 Nanchizi Dajie, 
Dongcheng District. (6528 2790); 2) Daily 
10am-10pm. 28 Shique Hutong, Dongcheng 
District. (8403 9452); 3) Daily 10am-11pm. 5/F, 
Wudaokou Shopping Mall, Haidian District. 
(6266 6105); 4) Daily 7.30am-11pm. 11A Xiushui 
Nanjie, Jianguomenwai, Chaoyang District. 
(6503 2893); 5) Daily 7.30am-11pm. 1-2/F, Bldg 
B, Jianwai Soho, 39 Dongsanhuan Zhonglu, 
Chaoyang District. (5869 3055/3056) 祖母厨

房, 1) 东城区南池子大街47-2号; 2) 东城区

北新桥石雀胡同28号; 3) 海淀区五道口购物中

心5层; 4) 朝阳区建国门外秀水南街甲11号(友

谊商店后面); 5) 朝阳区东三环中路39号建外

SohoB座1-2层

Hard Rock Cafe Burgers, pastas, cover bands 
and those ubiquitous T-shirts. Daily 11.30am-
2am. 1/F, Landmark Towers, 8 Dongsanhuan 
Beilu, Chaoyang District. (6590 6688 ext 2571) 
硬石餐厅, 朝阳区东三环北路8号亮马河大厦

西大堂1层

Home Plate Bar-B-Que Offering American 
Southern classics from ribs to pulled pork 
and brisket. Daily 11am-10pm. 35 Xiaoyun Lu 
courtyard (from Dongsanhuan Beilu, head 
20m north of Xiaoyun Lu intersection and take 
the first right), Chaoyang District. (5128 5584, 
seth@homeplatebbq.com) 本垒美国餐, 朝阳

区霄云路35号院(东三环北路,过霄云路路口,往北

走20米,到第一个路口右转) 

Let’s Burger Plus Takes the original Let’s 
Burger formula but with additions like pizza 
burgers, pita sandwiches and croissants. 
LG46B, Sanlitun Village North, 11 Sanlitun Lu, 
Chaoyang District 朝阳区三里屯路11号三里屯

Village北区地下1层

Nola Feast on Cajun dishes including boudin 
balls, po’ boys and gumbo. Daily 10.30am-
11pm. 11A Xiushui Nanjie, Chaoyang District. 
(8563 6215) 朝阳区秀水南街11号

One East Modern American cuisine with a 
large selection of US wines. Their set lunch 
consists of light dishes that won’t make you 
sleepy when you head back to work. Mon-Fri 
noon-2pm, 6-10.30pm. 2/F, Hilton Beijing, 1 
Dongfang Lu, Chaoyang District. (5865 5000 
ext 5030) 东方路一号, 朝阳区东方路1号希尔

顿酒店2层

Peter’s Tex-Mex Grill Voted “Outstand-
ing Mexican / Tex-Mex” in our 2011 Reader 
Restaurant Awards. Mon-Fri 9.30am-11pm, 
Sat-Sun 7.30am-11.30pm. 88A International 
Club, 21 Jianguomenwai Dajie, Chaoyang 
District. (8532 2449) 朝阳区建国门外大街21号
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AMERICAN
Blue Frog Chow down on the signature 
burgers or opt for a salad. Voted “Outstand-
ing American” in our 2011 Reader Restaurant 
Awards. 1) Daily 10am-2am. S4-30, 3/F, Bldg 
4, Sanlitun Village, 19 Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang 
District. (6417 4030); 2) 1/F Bldg 1, U-Town, 
Sanfeng Beili, Chaoyang District. (8561 2665) 蓝
蛙,1) 朝阳区三里屯北路19号三里屯Village4号

楼3层S4-30; 2) 朝阳区三丰北里悠唐生活广场

1号楼1层

Chef Too Smart interior, well-trained staff, 
delicious Australian steaks and indie American 
wines. Voted “Outstanding American” in our 
2011 Reader Restaurant Awards.  Tue-Fri 11am-
2pm, 5-10pm; Sat-Sun 9.30am-3pm, 5-10pm. 
Chaoyang Gongyuan Xilu (north of Block 8), 
Chaoyang District. (6591 8676) 美西西餐厅, 朝

阳区朝阳公园西路枣营南里小区东门南侧

Element Fresh American salads, smoothies, 
sandwiches and more. Popular weekend 
brunch menu. Voted “Best American,” “Best 
Brunch (Affordable),” “Best Sandwiches,” 
“Outstanding Family-Friendly Restaurant,“ and 
“Outstanding Vegetarian“ in our 2011 Reader 
Restaurant Awards. 1) 10am-11pm. 6 Jiangtai 
Lu, Chaoyang District. (6433 5058); 2) Mon-Fri 
10am-11pm, Sat-Sun 7am-11pm. Shop 833, 
Bldg 8, The Village at Sanlitun, 19 Sanlitun Lu, 
Chaoyang District. (6417 1318) 新元素, 1) 朝阳

区将太路6号; 2) 朝阳区三里屯路19号The Vil-

lage南区8号楼833单元

Fatburger American diner serving lean 
Australian beef burgers, freshly ground daily 
and cooked to order. Burgers are accompa-
nied by fries or homemade onion rings and 

360 Casual Dining – Buffets
1001 Nights – Middle Eastern
A Food Affaire – Bakeries, Delis & Candy
Agua – Spanish
Alameda – Contemporary International
Alio Olio – Italian
Annie’s – Italian
Aria – European
Aroma – Buffets
Asia Bistro – Buffets
The Astor Grill – Steakhouses
Barolo – Italian
Bei – Japanese
Bene – Italian
Bianyifang – Beijing Duck
Biteapitta – Middle Eastern
Black Soil Impressions – Dongbei
BLD Cafe – Buffet
Blue Frog – American
Bonbon Bins – Bakeries, Delis & Candy
The Bookworm – Cafes & Teahouses
Brasserie Flo – French
Brazillian Churrascos – Central & South 
American
Cafe Cha – Buffets
Cafe de la Poste – French
Cafe Noir – Cafes & Teahouses
Capital M – European
Carmen – Spanish
CBD International Cuisine – Buffets
CCSweets – Bakeries, Delis & Candy
Celestial Court – Cantonese
Cepe – Italian
Chao – Fusion
Chef Too – American
China Grill – Contemporary International
Choy’s Seafood – Cantonese
Chuan Ban – Sichuan
Chynna – Contemporary Chinese
Ciro’s Pomodoro – Italian
Colibri Cafe – Bakeries, Delis & Candy
Compass Grill - Contemporary International
Comptoirs de France – Bakeries, Delis & Candy
Cornerstone – Italian
The CourtYard – Contemporary Chinese
CRU Steakhouse – Steakhouses
The CUT Steak & Seafood Grill – Contemporary 
International
Da Dong Roast Duck – Beijing Duck
Dali Courtyard – Yunnan
Dali Renjia – Yunnan
Danieli’s – Italian
Din Tai Fung – Dumplings
Dragon Palace – Cantonese
Duck de Chine – Beijing Duck
East 33 – Buffets
Element Fresh – American
Elements – Cantonese
Essence – Buffets
Fatburger – American
Feast – Buffets
Flamme International Grill – Steakhouses
Flour – Bakeries, Delis & Candy
Fook Lam Moon – Cantonese
Fratelli Fresh – Italian
Fuel - Contemporary International
Ganges Indian Restaurant – Indian/Pakistani
Garden Court – Buffets
Gori – Contemporary International
Grand Cafe – Buffets
Grandma’s Kitchen – American
Grange – Steakhouses
Greenfish – Buffets
The Grill – Steakhouses
Grill 79 – Contemporary International
Gung Ho! Gourmet Pizza Factory – Pizza
Haidilao Hot Pot – Hot Pot
Hard Rock Cafe – American
Haru Teppanyaki & Sushi Bar - Japanese
Hatsune – Japanese
Hengshan Hui – Cantonese
Home Plate Bar-B-Que – American
Honzen – Japanese
Horizon – Cantonese
Huajia Yiyuan – Beijing Duck
IFW – Contemporary Chinese
Invincible Ramen – Japanese
Jaan – French
Jewel – Cantonese
Jing – Buffets
Jingzun Peking Duck Restaurant – Beijing Duck
Jiuhuashan Roast Duck – Beijing Duck

Jusong – Contemporary Chinese
Kagen – Japanese
Karaiya Spice House – Hunan & Hubei
Kempi Deli – Bakeries, Delis & Candy
Kerry’s Kitchen – Buffets 
Kerry’s Pantry – Bakeries, Delis and Candy
Kranzler’s – Buffets
The Kro’s Nest – Pizza
Lau Pa Sak – Southeast Asian
Le Cabernet – French
Le Pre Lenotre – French
Let’s Burger Plus – American
Let’s Seafood – Contemporary International
Luga’s – Central and South American
Luga’s Little Italy – Italian
Luga’s Pho Pho – Vietnamese
Luga’s Villa – Central and South American
Lunar 8 – Fusion
Maan Coffee – Cafes & Teahouses
Made in China – Beijing Duck
Maison Boulud – French
Malacca Legend – Southeast Asian
Middle 8th Restaurant – Yunnan
Migas Restaurant & Lounge – Spanish
Milano Café – Cafés and Teahouses
Ming Court – Cantonese
Mirch Masala – Indian/Pakistani
Miyabi - Japanese
Modo – Contemporary International
Moment Cafe – Cafes & Teahouses
Monsoon – Buffets
Morel’s – European
Mosto – Contemporary International
Mughal’s Restaurant – Indian & Pakistani
Najia Xiaoguan – Imperial
Nishimura – Japanese
Noble Court – Cantonese
Nola – American
Obentos – Japanese
Olé Spanish Restaurant – Spanish
One East – American
Orchard 7 - Southeast Asian
Park Side Bar & Grill – European
Paulaner Brauhaus – German
Peking Legacy – Contemporary Chinese
Pekotan – Bakeries, Delis & Candy
Peter’s Tex-Mex Grill – American
Prego – Italian
Punjabi Indian Restaurant – Indian & Pakistani
Purple Haze Restaurant & Bar – Thai
Rainbow – Yunnan
Red Orange – Buffet
Ristorante Sadler – Italian
RoomBeijing – Contemporary International
Rug Bagel – Cafés and Teahouses
Rumi – Middle Eastern
The Saddle Cantina – Central and South 
American
SALT – Contemporary International
Scarlett – Contemporary International
Scene a Café – European
Schindler’s Anlegestelle (Schindler’s Docking 
Station) – German
Seasonal Tastes – Buffets
Senses – Buffets
Shanghai Min (Xiao Nan Guo) – Shanghai 
Sizzler – American
South German Bakery, Cafe Konstanz and 
Bodenseestube – German
Spice Factory – Thai
Spring Organic Fish Restaurant – Sichuan
S.T.A.Y (Simple Table Alleno Yannick) – French
Starfish – Seafood
Steak Exchange + Bar – Steakhouses
Summer Palace – Huaiyang
Sun Palace – Cantonese
Sureño – Mediterranean
Susu – Vietnamese
Suzumei – Japanese
Symphony – Bakeries, Delis & Candy
Tadka – Indian/Pakistani
The Taj Pavilion – Indian/Pakistani
Tang Palace – Cantonese
Tavola Italian Dining – Italian
Terra – Central & South American
TGI Friday’s – American
Trattoria La Gondola – Italian
Turkish Mum – Middle Eastern
Union Bar & Grille – American
Va Piano – Italian
Vasco’s – Buffets
The Veggie Table – Vegetarian 

VIC – Buffets
Villa Castanea – German
Village Cafe – Cafes & Teahouses
Vineyard Cafe – European
Water - Contemporary International
Xihe Yayuan – Beijing Duck
Yao Chi – Cantonese

YellowStone Restaurant & Bar – European
Yotsuba – Japanese
Yu – Cantonese
Yue  – Cantonese 
ZEN – Cantonese
Zen5es – Cantonese
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Sizzler Enjoy unlimited trips to the salad bar 
along with steaks, seafood, ribs and other 
grilled treats at this American chain. 1) Daily 
11am-9pm. 2/F, Jiamao Shopping Mall, 33 
Guangshun Beidajie, Wangjing, Chaoyang 
District. (6471 3876); 2) Daily 10am-10pm. 
B1-30 Glory Mall, 18 Chongwenmenwai Dajie, 
Chongwen District. (6714 0399); 3) Daily 
11am-9.30pm. FF16, Food Forum, B1/F, The 
Malls at Oriental Plaza, Dongcheng District. 
(8518 6315); 4) Daily 11am-9pm. B1/F, Grand 
Pacific Mall, 133 Xidan Beidajie, Xicheng 
District. (6651 5283); 5) Daily 11am-10.30pm. 
International Club, 21 Jianguomenwai Dajie, 
Chaoyang District. (6532 0475); 6) Daily 11am-
10pm. 2/F, Anzhen Hualian Department Store, 
Anzhen Xili, Chaoyang District. (6441 9996) 时
时乐, 1) 朝阳区望京广顺北大街嘉茂购物中心二

层; 2) 崇文区崇文门外大街18号 国瑞城购物中

心 B1-30; 3) 东城区东方新天地1区地铁层食通

天大街FF16商铺; 4) 西城区君太百货地下一层; 

5) 朝阳区建国门外大街21号(国际俱乐部旁边); 

6) 朝阳区安贞西里华联商厦2层  

TGI Friday’s White collar hangout exports 
American-style burgers, salads and 
“Mexican” food.. 1) Daily 11.30am-midnight. 
1/F, Grand Skylight Catic Hotel, 18 Beichen 
Donglu, Chaoyang District. (8497 0650); 
2) Daily 11.30am-midnight. 9-2 Jincheng-
fang Jie, Xicheng District. (6622 0880); 3) 
Daily 11.30am-midnight. Bldg C, Beijing 
International Plaza, 19 Jianguomenwai Dajie, 
Chaoyang District. (8526 3388); 4) Daily 11am-
11.30pm. Beijing Friendship Hotel, 1 Zhong-
guancun Nandajie, Haidian District. (6849 
8738) 星期五餐厅, 1) 朝阳区北辰东路18号凯

迪克格兰云天大酒店1层; 2) 西城区金城坊街9-

2号; 3) 朝阳区建国门外大街19号国际大厦C座; 

4) 海淀区中关村南大街1号北京友谊宾馆

Union Bar & Grille The grill restaurant that’s 
classy enough to bring a date. Mon-Fri 11am-
11pm,Sat-Sun 11am-12pm. S6-31, 3/F, Bldg 
6, Sanlitun Village, 19 Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang 
District. (6415 9117) 优年美式餐厅, 朝阳区三里

屯路19号三里屯Village6号楼3层S6-31

BAKERIES, DELIS & CANDY
A Food Affaire Tucked into a corner of the 
April Gourmet, this is convenient for grocery 
shoppers looking to grab some Western food 
to go. Daily 8am-11pm. 1/F, 5 Xingfuyicunxili, 
Chaoyang District. (135 0107 1114) 朝阳区幸福

一村西里5号绿叶子食品店

Bonbon Bins American-branded candies, 
sweets & chocolates for the confectionary-
crazy. (8525 3566) www.bonbonbins.com

CCSweets Gourmet, imported ingredients 
go into the cupcakes and sweets made to 
order. Daily 10am-8pm. Unit 109, Bldg 11, Cen-
tral Park, 6 Chaoyangmenwai Dajie, Chaoyang 
District. (6533 6973) 喜喜饼,朝阳朝阳门外大街

6号新城国际11号楼109

Colibri Cafe Colibri offers more than 20 
flavors of cupcakes, as well as sandwiches and 
coffee. Daily 10am-10pm. LG51, Sanlitun Vil-
lage North, 11 Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang District. 
(6417 0808) 蜂鸟, 朝阳区三里屯路11号三里屯

Village北区地下1层 

Comptoirs de France Offers freshly 
baked rolls, baguettes, and loaves of bread 
alongside pastries and chocolates. Voted 
“Outstanding Sandwiches” in our 2011 Reader 
Restaurant Awards. Daily 7am-8.30pm. 1) 
Daily 7am-8.30pm. Beijing United Family Hos-
pital and Clinics Shop Number 2, 2 Jiangtai 
Lu, Chaoyang District.; 2) Daily 7am-8.30pm. 
Beijing United Family Hospital and Clinics 
Shop Number 1, 2 Jiangtai Lu, Chaoyang 
District. (5927 7597); 3) Daily 7am-8.30pm. 1/F, 
Bldg 5, Hairun International Apartment, 2B 
Jiangtai Lu, Chaoyang District. (5135 7645); 4) 
Daily 7am-8.30pm. 55-1, Xingfucun Zhonglu, 

Chaoyang District. (6416 2853); 5) Daily 
7am-10.30pm. Door 102, Pacific Century Place  
Department Store, 2A Gongti Beilu, Chaoyang 
District. (6539 2005); 6) Daily 7am-8.30pm. 
2/F, Riviera Plaza, 5 Laiguangying Donglu, 
Chaoyang District. (8470 2347); 7) Daily 7am-
8.30pm. 1/F, East Lake Club, 35 Dongzhimen-
wai Dajie, Dongcheng District. (6461 1525); 8) 
Daily 7am-8.30pm. 4 Ritan Beilu, Chaoyang 
District. (8562 3355); 9) Daily 7am-8.30pm. 
L-111, Europlaza, 99 Yuxiang Lu, Tianzhu Zhen, 
Shunyi District. (8046 6309); 10) Daily 7am-
8.30pm. Rm 102, 1/F, Bldg 15, China Central 
Place, 89 Jianguo Lu, Chaoyang District. (6530 
5480) 法派, 1) 朝阳区将台路2号北京和睦家医

院2店; 2) 朝阳区将台路2号北京和睦家医院店; 

3) 朝阳区将台路乙2号海润国际公寓商业5号楼

1层; 4) 朝阳区幸福村中路55-1号; 5) 朝阳区

工体北路甲2号盈科中心商场102单元; 6) 朝阳区

来广营东路5号2楼东侧; 7) 东城区东直门外大街

35号东湖俱乐部1层; 8) 朝阳区日坛北路4号; 9) 

顺义区裕翔路99号天竺镇欧陆广场L111室; 10) 

朝阳区建国路89号华贸中心15号楼102

Flour This Sanlitun bakery specializes in 
cakes and light meals. Daily 9am-9pm. Store 
118, B1/F, Bldg A, Sanlitun Soho, Gongti Beilu, 
Chaoyang District (5785 3060) 朝阳区工体北路

三里屯SohoA座地下1层118铺

Kempi Deli Some of the best bread, cakes 
and desserts in town. Discounts after 8pm 
(9pm weekends). Daily 7am-10pm. 1/F, Kem-
pinski Hotel, Chaoyang District. (6465 3388 
ext 5741) 凯宾美食廊, 朝阳区凯宾斯基饭店1层

Kerry’s Pantry Salads, sandwiches and ab-
solutely decadent desserts. 1/F, Kerry Hotel, 
1 Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang District. (6561 
8833) 朝阳区光华路1号

Pekotan This deli and bakery offer amazing 
products, with a half-price offer at 8-9pm. 
Daily 7am-10pm. Store 21-22, Bldg 12, Central 
Park, 6 Chaoyangmenwai Dajie, Chaoyang 
District. (6533 6605) 配口堂, 朝阳区朝阳门外大

街6号新城国际12号楼21-22号 

The Swiss Deli Offers an extensive range 
of cakes, deli items and sweets. Daily 7am-
10pm. 1/F Swissotel, 2 Chaoyangmen Bei Da-
jie, Dongcheng District. (6553 2288 ext 2127) 
东城区潮阳门北大街2号港澳中心瑞士酒店1层 

Symphony Wi-Fi, afternoon tea and break-
fast are all offered at this petite Central Park 
bakery. Daily 8am-10pm. 105, Bldg 26, Central 
Park, 6 Chaowai Dajie, Chaoyang District (6533 
6956) 味感烘焙屋,朝阳区朝外大街6号新城国际

26号楼105号(近世贸天阶) 

BEIJING DUCK
Bianyifang A Beijing duck institution with 
multiple branches. Daily 11am-9.30pm. www.
bianyifang.com for locations. 

Da Dong Roast Duck The “superlean” roast 
ducks are regularly hyped as the best in the 
city. Voted “Best Beijing Duck,”  “Best Chinese 
Restaurant of the Year” and “Best For Impress-
ing Visitors“ in our 2011 Reader Restaurant 
Awards. Daily 11am-10pm. 1) 5/F, Jinbao 
Dasha, Jinbao Jie, Dongcheng District. (8522 
1234); 2) 1-2/F, Nanxincang International 
Plaza, 22A Dongsishitiao, Dongcheng District. 
(5169 0329); 3) 3 Tuanjiehu Beikou, Dongsan-
huan Lu, Chaoyang District. (6582 2892/4003) 
北京大董烤鸭店, 1) 东城区金宝街金宝大厦5层; 

2) 东城区东四十条甲22号南新仓国际大厦1~2楼; 

3) 朝阳区团结湖北口3号楼东三环路

Duck De Chine Voted "Outstanding Beijing 
Duck" in our 2011 Restaurant Awards. Daily 
11am-2.30pm, 5.30-10.30pm. 1949, Courtyard 
4, Gongti Beilu (opposite the south gate of 
Pacific Century Place Mall), Chaoyang District 
(6501 8881) 朝阳区工体北路4号院 (太平洋百

货南门对面)

Huajia Yiyuan Award-winning ducks 
and great side dishes. Daily 24 hours. 235 
Dongzhimennei Dajie, Dongcheng District 
(6405 1908) 东城区东直门内大街235号

Jiuhua Shan First-class ducks but second-
class service. Daily 10am-10pm. 1/F Ziyu Fan-
dian, 55 Zengguang Lu, Haidian District (6841 
4518) 海淀区海淀区光路55号紫玉饭店1楼

Made in China This stylish joint on the first 
floor of the Grand Hyatt offers some of the 
city’s finest roast duck. Voted “Outstand-
ing Restaurant of the Year (Chinese)” in 
our 2011 Reader Restaurant Awards. Daily 
11.30am-2.30pm, 5.30-10.30pm. 1/F, Grand 
Hyatt Hotel, 1 Dongchang’an Jie, Dongcheng 
District. (6510 9608) 长安一号, 东城区东长安

街1号东方广场北京东方君悦大酒店1层

Xiang Man Lou Shandong cuisine as 
well as great roast ducks. Daily 11am-
4.20pm,4.50pm-10pm. Xinyuan Xili Zhongjie 
(opposite Yuyang Hotel), Chaoyang District 
(6460 6711)朝阳区新源西里中街(渔阳饭店斜

对面)

BUFFETS
360 Casual Dining International buffet din-
ing whenever you need it. Daily 24hrs. Hilton 
Beijing Capital Airport, Terminal 3, Capital In-
ternational Airport, Chaoyang District. (6458 
8888) 朝阳区首都机场3号航站希尔顿酒店

Aroma Aroma’s buffet offers many distinct 
cuisines: Japanese, Indian, Chinese and South-
east Asian, as well as Western favorites. Daily 
11.30am-2.30pm, 6-10.30pm. The Ritz-Carlton 
Hotel, 83A Jianguo Lu, Chaoyang District. 
(5908 8161) 香溢, 朝阳区华贸中心建国路甲83号

丽思卡尔顿酒店 

Asia Bistro Hotel-restaurant specializes in 
cuisine from Thailand and Vietnam. 11.30am-
3pm on Sunday afternoons. Voted "Outstand-
ing Hotel Brunch" in our 2010 Reader Restau-
rant Awards. Daily 6am-midnight.. Lobby, JW 
Marriott Hotel, 83 Jianguo Lu, China Central 
Place, Chaoyang District. (5908 8511) 朝阳区建

国路83号JW万豪酒店  

BLD Cafe International buffet restaurant 
featuring showpiece Sunday brunch. Renais-
sance Beijing Capital Hotel, 61 Dongsanhuan 
Zhonglu, Chaoyang District. (5863 8223) 
www.renaissancebeijingcapital.com 朝阳区东

三环中路61号北京富力万丽酒店

Cafe Cha A sumptuous buffet featuring 
a sushi and sashimi station, pasta, pizza, 
Malaysian laksa and tandoori specialties. 
Daily 6-10am, 11.30am-2.30pm, 5.30-9.30pm. 
Shangri-La Hotel, 29 Zizhuyuan Lu, Haidian 
District. (6841 2211 ext 2715) 咖啡Cha, 海淀区

紫竹院路29号香格里拉饭店

CBD International Cuisine Buffet 
restaurant featuring open kitchens and a 
combination of Western and Asian favorites. 
Daily 6.30am-11pm. Grand Millennium Beijing, 
Fortune Plaza, 7 Dongsanhuan Zhonglu, 
Chaoyang District. (6530 9383) 朝阳区东三环中

路7号财富中心北京千禧大酒店

East 33 International buffet restaurant 
featuring Asian and Western treats plus a 
weekend seafood buffet featuring live Boston 
lobster. Daily 6.30am-10.30pm. Raffles Beijing 
Hotel, 33 Dongchangan Jie, Dongcheng 
District. (6526 3388 ext 5171) 东三十三, 东城区

东长安街33号北京饭店莱佛士

Elements Open kitchen dining experience 
with “pan-Asian” cuisines and other culinary 
styles from around the world prepared in five 
kitchens representing the different “elements” 
of cooking. Daily 6-10am, noon-2.30pm, 
6-10pm. 2/F, Hilton Beijing, 1 Dongfang Lu, 
Chaoyang District. (5865 5000 ext 5020) 元素

阁, 朝阳区东方路1号希尔顿酒店2层

Essence Market-fresh daily menus and 
international buffets with Asian & Western 
delights. Daily 24hrs. Lobby level of Crowne 
Plaza Beijing, 48 Wangfujing Avenue, 
Dongcheng District. (6513 3388 ext 3) 西餐厅, 

东城区王府井大街48号国际艺苑皇冠假日酒店内

Feast Buffet and a la carte with live cooking 
stations. Sheraton Beijing Dongcheng, 36 
North Third Ring Road East, Dongcheng Dis-
trict. (5798 8888) 东城区东城区北三环路36号

Garden Court Brasserie-style buffet featur-
ing an extravagant Champagne brunch on 
Sundays. Daily 6-10am,11.30am-2pm,6-11pm. 
St. Regis Hotel, 21 Jianguomenwai Dajie, 
Chaoyang District. (6460 6688 ext 2340) 景
苑咖啡厅, 朝阳区建国门外大街21号国际俱乐

部饭店

Grand Cafe Indulgent buffet featuring in-
ternational cuisines and homemade desserts. 
Daily 24hrs (buffet 6.30-10.30am, 11.30am-
2.30pm, 5.30-10pm). Grand Hyatt, Oriental 
Plaza, 1 Dongchang’an Jie, Dongcheng 
District. (8518 1234 ext 3628) 凯菲厅, 东城区

东长安街1号东方广场东方君悦大酒店

Greenfish  Floor-to-ceiling windows and 
“flexitarian” cuisine – fresh and tasty food 
with a focus on vegetable and seafood dishes.  
Daily 6.30am-11pm. The Ritz-Carlton Financial 
Street, 1 Jinchengfang Dongjie, Jinrong Jie, 
Xicheng District. (6601 6666 ext 6255) 四季汇, 

西城区金城坊东街1号北京金融街丽思卡顿酒店 

Jing Watch the chefs in action at this mini-
malist, open-plan restaurant serving decent 
Asian and Western cuisine. Daily 5.30am-
11.30pm. Basement of The Peninsula Beijing, 
8 Jinyu Hutong, Wangfujing, Dongcheng 
District. (6559 2888 ext 6714)  京, 东城区王府

井金鱼胡同8号王府半岛酒店地下1层

Kranzler’s This Kempinski venue’s claim to 
fame is their classy East-meets-West buffet 
with a range of German, Italian, Japanese and 
Chinese specialties. A live jazz band and the 
Kempinski’s Kids Club round out the offerings. 
Daily 6am-midnight. 1/F, Kempinski Hotel, 
50 Liangmaqiao Lu, Chaoyang District (6465 
3388 ext 4222) 朝阳区亮马桥路50号凯宾斯基

饭店1层

Kerry’s Kitchen Quality ingredients create 
South-East Asian flavors in both buffet and a 
la carte settings. 1/F, Kerry Hotel, 1 Guanghua 
Lu, Chaoyang District. (6561 8833) 朝阳区光

华路1号

Monsoon A cafe-style restaurant offering 
an innovative selection of Asian and Western 
cuisines. Daily 6-10.30am, 11.30am-2pm, 
5.30-10pm. InterContinental Beijing Financial 
Street, 11 Jinrong Jie, Xicheng District. (5852 
5888 ext 5916/5917) 季候风, 西城区金融街

11号洲际酒店

Red Orange Seasonal menus of Asian and 
Western dishes, with an open kitchen for 
cooking-to-order around the clock. Daily 
24 hrs. 1/F, Crowne Plaza Sun Palace Beijing, 
Yunnan Dasha, Northeast corner of Taiyang-
gong Qiao and Xibahe, Dongsanhuan Beilu, 
Chaoyang District. (6429 8888 ext 6328) 红橙, 

新云南皇冠假日酒店1层, 朝阳区东北三环西坝河

太阳宫桥东北角

Senses Hosts Bubbly Sundays, one of 
the most lavish brunches in town. Voted 
“Outstanding Hotel Brunch” with Taste in our 
2011 Reader Restaurant Awards. Daily 6.30-
10.30am, 11.30am-2.30pm, 5.30-10pm.. 1/F, 
The Westin Beijing, 9B Jinrong Jie, Xicheng 
District. (6629 7810) 味, 西城区金融大街乙9号

北京金融街威斯汀大酒店1层

Seasonal Tastes Lively, cool, clean and 
fresh, this buffet restaurant comes with inter-
active cooking stations and healthful “super 
foods” corners that help jump start your day. 
On Sundays, Seasonal Tastes hosts “Bubbali-
cious,” which readers voted as the “Best Hotel 
Brunch” in our 2011 Restaurant Awards. Daily 
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6.30-10.30am, 11.30am-3pm, 5.30-11pm. 2/F, 
Westin Beijing Chaoyang, 7 Dongsanhuan 
Beilu, Chaoyang District. (5922 8888 ext 8102) 
朝阳区东三环北路7号金茂北京威斯汀大饭店2层

Vasco’s International and Chinese culinary 
hits with a Portuguese twist. On Sundays 
it hosts FIZZtastic, voted “Outstanding 
Hotel Brunch” in our 2011 Reader Restaurant 
Awards. Daily 6.30-10am, 11.30am-2.30pm, 
6-11pm. 5/F, Hilton Beijing Wangfujing, 8 
Wangfujing Dongjie, Dongcheng District. 
(5812 8888) 东城区王府井东街8号希尔顿北京王

府井酒店5层 

VIC International buffet dining with a 
smattering of Gallic touches. Mon-Fri 12pm-
2.30pm, 6-10.30pm, Sat-Sun 6-10.30pm. 6/F, 
Sofitel Hotel, Tower C, Wanda Plaza, 93 Jian-
guo Lu, Chaoyang District. (8599 6666) VIC国
际美食, 朝阳区建国路93号万达广场C座6层

CAFES & TEAHOUSES
Cafe Noir Pan-Asian cuisine and European 
classics served with a garden view. Daily 
6.30am-midnight. Traders Upper East Hotel, 
2 Dongsihuan Beilu, Chaoyang District. (5907 
8888) 朝阳区东四环北路2号上东盛贸酒店

Maan Coffee Daily 9am-midnight. 7 Jiangtai 
Xilu, next to the entrance gate for Side Park, 
across from Rosedale Hotel, Chaoyang Dis-
trict. (8457 3470) 漫咖啡, 朝阳区将太西路7号

Milano Café Tiny eatery with decent (if 
standard) selection of Italian dishes. Daily 
10am-11pm. Unit 108, Bldg 11, Central Park, 
Chaoyangmenwai Dajie, Chaoyang District 
(6597 9008) 朝阳区朝阳门外大街6号新城国际

11号楼108室  

Moment Cafe Offers a variety of coffees, 
salted and sweet crepes, hot sandwiches and 
salads all made with fresh, high quality in-
gredients. Daily noon-10pm. B1-525, Sanlitun 
Soho, Gongti Beilu, Chaoyang District. (8590 
0724) 朝阳区工体北路三里屯Soho B1-525 

Rug Bagel & Café Bagels, play area and free 
Wi-Fi make this a great addition to Chaoyang 
Park. Tue-Sun 11.30am-10pm. Bldg 4, Lishui 
Jiayuan, Chaoyang Gongyuan Nanlu (oppo-
site South Gate of Chaoyang Park) Chaoyang 
District (8550 2722) 朝阳区朝阳公园南路丽水嘉

园4号楼(朝阳公园南门对面) 

Village Cafe European and Southeast Asian 
cuisine in a boutique space. Daily 24hr. 1/F, The 
Opposite House, Bldg 1, Sanlitun Village, 11 
Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang District. (6410 5210) 朝阳

区三里屯路11号三里屯Village1号楼瑜舍1层

CANTONESE
Celestial Court Seafood and dim sum in a 
luxurious setting for those on an expense 
account. Mon-Fri 11.30am-2.30pm, 6-10pm. 
2/F, St Regis Hotel, 21 Jianguomenwai Dajie, 
Chaoyang District. (6460 6688 ext 2460 or 
2462) 天宝阁, 朝阳区建国门外大街21号北京国

际俱乐部饭店2层

Choy's Seafood Innovative seafood dishes 
inspired by the classics. Daily 11.30am-2.30pm, 
5.30-10pm. 2/F, Marriott Beijing Northeast, 26A 
Xiaoyun Lu, Chaoyang District.  (5927 8888) 采
海轩，朝阳区霄云路甲26号海航大厦万豪酒店2层

Dragon Palace Cantonese cuisine and other 
specialties from around China prepared to 
exquisite standards and served in an appro-
priately elegant setting. Daily 11.30am-2pm, 
6-10pm. 1/F, Kempinski Hotel, 50 Liangmaqiao 
Lu, Chaoyang District. (6465 3388 ext 4217) 龙
苑中餐厅, 朝阳区亮马桥路50号凯宾斯基饭店1层

Fook Lam Moon Legendary Hong Kong 
institution with one simple principle: premium 
ingredients should be allowed to speak for 
themselves. Voted “Outstanding New Restau-
rant (Chinese)“ in our 2011 Reader Restaurant 
Awards. Mon-Fri 11.30am-3pm, 5.30-10.30pm. 

4/F, China World Summit Wing, 1 Jianguomen 
Waidajie, Chaoyang District. (6505 2299 ext 
6411) 福临门,朝阳区建国门外大街1号国贸大

酒店4楼

Hengshan Hui Serving Hong Kong staples: 
dim sum, milk tea and stir-fried noodles, Daily 
1 0.30am-11.30pm.  1/F, Kerry EAS Logistics 
Building (entrance at back of building), 21 
Xiaoyun Lu, Chaoyang District (6466 1211) 朝
阳区霄云路21号嘉里大通附楼1楼

Horizon Good variety of Chinese dishes; classy 
atmosphere. Daily 11am-2.30pm, 5.30-10pm. 
1/F, Shangri-La’s Kerry Hotel, 1 Guanghua Lu, 
Chaoyang District. (6561 8833 ext 41) 海天阁, 

朝阳区光华路1号嘉里中心饭店1层 

Jewel Well-presented authentic Cantonese 
cuisine and signature dishes from around 
China. Daily 11.30am-2.30pm, 5.30-10.30pm. 
1/F, The Westin Beijing, 9B Jinrong Jie, Xicheng 
District. (6606 8866 ext 7820) 金城阁, 西城区金

融大街乙9号北京金融街威斯汀大酒店1层

Ming Court Headed by a master chef trained 
at the two Michelin-star Ming Court at the 
Langham Place in Hong Kong, it specializes 
in Cantonese and Shandong cuisine.Daily 
11.30am-2.30pm,  5.30-10.30pm. 1 Er Jing 
Road, Langham Place, Beijing Capital Airport. 
Chaoyang District. (6457 5555) 明阁, 朝阳区首

都机场二经路1号朗豪酒店 

Noble Court Fine Cantonese cuisine featuring 
dim sum as well as seafood dishes. Mon-Fri 
11.30am-2.30pm, Sat-Sun 10.30am-2.30pm; 
daily 5.30-10pm. B1/F, Grand Hyatt Beijing 
Hotel, Oriental Plaza, 1 Dongchang’an Jie, 
Dongcheng District. (8518 1234 ext 3822) 悦
庭, 东城区东长安街1号东方广场北京东方君悦

大酒店地下1层

Sun Palace Offers decent dim sum, Canton-
ese specialties and seafood cooked by Hong 
Kong chefs. Daily 11.30am-2.30pm, 5.30-10pm. 
4/F, Crowne Plaza Sun Palace Beijing, Yunnan 
Dasha, Northeast corner of Taiyanggong Qiao 
and Xibahe, Dongsanhuan Beilu, Chaoyang 
District. (6429 8888 ext 6332) 太阳宫中餐厅, 新

云南皇冠假日酒店4层, 朝阳区东北三环西坝河太

阳宫桥东北角

Tang Palace Some of the best dim sum in 
town. Daily 7.30am-10.30pm. 1/F, Haoyue 
Jianguo Hotel, 17 Jianguomennei Dajie, 
Dongcheng District (6513 1288) 东城区东城区

建国门内大街17号好苑建国商务酒店1楼

Wu Li Xiang Authentic Cantonese and 
regional cuisines. Hong Kong-style dim sum 
served daily. Mon-Fri 11am-2pm, 5-10pm,Sat-
Sun 9am-4pm,5-10pm. Traders Upper East 
Hotel, Beijing, 2 Dongsihuan Beilu (intersection 
of Xiaoyun Qiao and Fangyuan Xilu near Upper 
East Side), Chaoyang District (5907 8406)  朝阳

区东四环北路2号(霄云桥和芳园西十字路口)北京

上东盛贸饭店 2-3 层

Yao Chi The open kitchen is as lively as any in 
the city, with around 20 chefs busying them-
selves on preparing the dim sum and other 
Cantonese favorites. Daily 11am-2.30pm,5.30-
10pm. Grand Millennium Beijing, Fortune 
Plaza, 7 Dongsanhuan Zhonglu, Chaoyang 
District. (8587 6888) 瑶池中餐厅, 朝阳区东三

环中路7号 

Yu Voted “Outstanding Cantonese Restaurant 
(High-End)“ in our 2011 Reader Restaurant 
Awards. Daily 11.30am-2pm, 6-10pm. 83A 
Jianguo Lu (inside the Ritz-Carlton Hotel), 
Chaoyang District.  (5908 8111) 玉, 朝阳区建

国路甲83号  

Yue Cantonese with mainland influences. 
Sheraton Beijing Dongcheng, 36 North Third 
Ring Road East, Dongcheng District. (5798 
8888) 东城区东城区北三环路36号

ZEN Revamped Si Chou Lu reinvents the 
dynasty look with golden opulent tones and 
traditional Cantonese cuisine by Chef Mark Ko 
from Hong Kong. 11.30am-2pm, 5.30-10pm. 
InterContinental Beijing Financial Street, 11 
Financial Street, Xicheng District. (5852 5888) 
西城区金融街11号洲际酒店

Zen5es A mix of authentic Cantonese supple-
mented by signature dishes from China’s other 
major regional cuisines - Beijing, Shanghai, 
Sichuan, Hunan, and Zhejiang. Daily 11.30am-
2.30pm, 5.30-10.30pm. 4/F, Westin Beijing 
Chaoyang, 7 Dongsanhuan Beilu, Chaoyang 
District. (5922 8888 ext 8121) 朝阳区东三环北路

7号金茂北京威斯汀大饭店

CENTRAL & SOUTH AMERICAN
Brazillian Churrascos Latin-style grill 
restaurant at the lobby level of the hotel. Daily 
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11.30am-2.30pm, 5.30-10pm. 1/F, Crowne 
Plaza Wuzhou, 8 Beisihuan Zhonglu, Chaoyang 
District. (8498 2288) 朝阳区北四环中路8号五洲

皇冠假日酒店1层

Luga’s The tiny outpost where Luga launched 
his empire still does a brisk trade in burritos 
and cheap drinks. Daily 10am-3am. Sanlitun 
Houjie (opposite Aperitivo), Chaoyang District. 
(6413 2786) 朝阳区三里屯后街同里对面  

Luga's Villa Decent beers and Mexican food 
ranging from enchiladas and burritos, to fajitas, 
nachos and more. Voted "Outstanding Mexican 
/ Tex-Mex" in our 2011 Reader Restaurant 
Awards. Daily 11am-3am. 7 Sanlitun Beijie (be-
hind 3.3 Shopping Center), Chaoyang District. 
(6416 2575) 朝阳区三里屯北街7号3.3购物中心后  

The Saddle Cantina Voted "Best Mexican 
/ Tex-Mex" in our 2011 Reader Restaurant 
Awards. Daily 11am-late. Nali Patio, 81 Sanlitun 
Beilu (south of 3.3 Shopping Center), Chaoyang 
District. (5208 6005) 朝阳区三里屯北路81号北京

那里花园内西侧二层小楼  

TERRA Cevicheria and bar by the team behind 
SALT. Offering contemporary Peruvian cuisine 
and innovative cocktails. Tue-Sun 11am-1am. 
1 Sanlitun Nan Lu, Beijing, Chaoyang District. 
(6591 9148) 朝阳区三里屯南路1号

CONTEMPORARY CHINESE
Chynna Serving Northern Chinese cuisine 
and a range of other regional classics with a 
modern twist. Daily 10.30am-2pm.5.30-11pm. 
5/F Hilton Hotel Wangfujing, 8 Wangfujing 
Dongjie, Dongcheng District. (5812 8888) 东城

区王府井希尔顿酒店王府井东街8号

The CourtYard Perfect place to impress a date 
with awe-inspiring view. Daily 6-9.30pm. 95 
Donghuamen Dajie (north of Donghuamen 
parking lot at the Forbidden City), Dongcheng 
District (6526 8883) 东城区东华门大街95号 (故

宫东华门停车场北面)

Green T. House Tea-infused fusion cuisine. 
Daily 11am-11pm. 6 Gongti Xilu, Chaoyang 
District. (6552 8310, 6552 8311) 紫云轩, 朝阳区

工体西路6号

My China Classic Beijing and spicy Sichuan 
and Hunan cuisine cooked authentically by 
chefs from the region. Daily 11.30am-2.30pm, 
5.30pm to 10pm.  2/F, Hilton Beiing Capital 
Airport. (6458 8888 ext 8901) 北京首都机场希

尔顿酒店2层  

IFW Managed by the Park Hyatt, IFW offers top 
quality cuisine from all around China, prepared 
at live cooking stations. Mon-Fri 7.30am-10pm, 
Sat-Sun 10.30am-10pm. B1/F, Park Life, Yintai 
Center, 2 Jianguomenwai Dajie, Chaoyang 
District. (8567 1568) 悦食悦香, 朝阳区朝阳区建

国门外大街2号北京银泰中心悦·生活地下1层 

Jusong Mao-themed café and restaurant in 
hip digs. Daily 11am-9.30pm. LG-15, Sanlitun 
Village North, 11 Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang District 
(6413 2275) 朝阳区三里屯路19号Village北区

B1NLG-15号

noon-3pm, 6-10.30pm, Sun Brunch noon-
4pm. 2/F, 9 Jiangtai Xilu (west of Rosedale 
Hotel), Chaoyang District. (6437 8457) 盐, 朝

阳区将台西路9号2层（珀丽酒店西边)

Scarlett Chic wine bar and restaurant. Daily 
6pm-3am. Hotel G, 7A Gongti Xilu, Chaoyang 
District. (6552 2880) 朝阳区工体西路甲7号北

京极栈内

Water Fusion cuisine by the lakeside. Specials 
on set meals during the week plus afternoon 
tea until 5pm daily. Solana 15-4, 6 Chaoyang 
Gongyuan Lu, Chaoyang District. (5905 6008, 
137 0113 1533 English) 子水,朝阳区朝阳公园路

6号蓝色港湾国际商区15-4

DONGBEI
Black Soil Impressions Out-of-the-way, but 
the go-to for homesick Dongbeiren wanting 
a fix. Daily 11am-10pm. Building 1, Anhuili 2nd 
Qu, Huizhong Lu, Chaoyang District (6498 
5015) 朝阳区慧忠路安慧里二区1号楼(近北苑路) 

DUMPLINGS

Din Tai Fung Taste just one dumpling 
to know why they’re famous around the 
world. Voted “Best Dim Sum” in our 2011 
Reader Restaurant Awards. 1) Mon-Fri 
11.30am-9.30pm, Sat-Sun 11am-10pm. 7/F, 
Dangdai Shangcheng, 40 Zhongguancun 
Dajie, Haidian District. (6269 6726); 2) Daily 
11.30am-2.30pm, 5-10pm. 24 Xinyuan Xili 
Zhongjie, Chaoyang District. (6462 4502); 3) 
Daily 11.30am-9.30pm. 6/F, Shin Kong Place, 
China Central Place, 87 Jianguo Lu, Chaoyang 
District. (6533 1536); 4) B1-1/F, Grand Pacific 
Mall, 133 Xidan Beidajie, Xicheng District. 
(6615 9028) 鼎泰丰, 1) 海淀区中关村大街40号

当代商城7层; 2) 朝阳区新源西里中街24号; 3) 

朝阳区建国路87号华贸中心新光天地6层; 4) 西

城区西单北大街133号君太百货地下1层及1层  

EUROPEAN
Aria Inventive European food from monthly 
changing menus. Mon-Fri 11.30am-2.30pm, 
5.30-10pm; Sat-Sun 5.30-10pm. 2/F, 
China World Hotel, 1 Jianguomenwai Dajie, 
Chaoyang District. (6505 2266 ext 38, 6505 
3318) 阿郦雅, 朝阳区建国门外大街1号中国大

饭店二层

Capital M Classy European cooking and Bei-
jing’s best view across Qianmen. Voted “Best 
Brunch” and “Outstanding For a Romantic 
Meal“  in our 2011 Reader Restaurant Awards. 
Mon-Fri 11am-2.30pm, 6-10.30pm, Sat-Sun 
11.30am-5pm, 6-10.30pm. 3/F, 2 Qianmen 
Pedestrian Street, Chongwen District. (6702 
2727) 崇文区前门步行街2号3层 

Morel’s Sanlitun stalwart serves Belgian-
style steak tartare from locally bred beef and 
tasty mussels.  Voted “Outstanding French 
(Affordble)“ in our 2011 Restaurant Awards. 
Mon-Sat 11.30am-1am. Gongti Beilu (opposite 
Workers’ Gymnasium North Gate, northwest 
corner of Chunxiu Lu), Dongcheng District. 

DIRECTORY / DINING
Peking Legacy More style than substance, 
but a good kung pao chicken. Daily 11am-
11pm. Northeast corner of Beixingqiao (subway 
exit B), Dongzhimennei Dajie, Dongcheng 
District (6226 6368) 东城区东直门内大街(北新

桥地铁B出口)

CONTEMPORARY 
INTERNATIONAL

Alameda Contemporary fine dining with a 
Brazilian twist. Voted “Outstanding Business 
Lunch” in our 2011 Reader Restaurant Awards. 
Daily 11.30am-3pm, 6-10.30pm. Sanlitun 
Beijie, Chaoyang District. (6417 8084) 朝阳区

三里屯北街

China Grill Get a bird’s eye view of Beijing 
while dining on grilled meats, seafood and 
classical Chinese dishes. Daily 6-10.30am, 
11.30am-2.30pm, 5.30-10.30pm. 66/F, Park 
Hyatt Hotel, 2 Jianguomenwai Dajie, Chaoyang 
District. (8567 1234) 北京亮, 朝阳区建国门外大

街2号柏悦酒店66层

Compass Grill Fine steak and seafood served 
in elegant surroundings complete with six 
private rooms. Daily 5.30-11pm. Hilton Beiing 
Capital Airport. (6458 8888 ext 8901) 北京首都

机场希尔顿酒店  

The CUT Steak & Seafood Grill Features a 
wide selection of prime quality imported beef, 
fresh seafood and poultry roasted to perfec-
tion. Also offering contemporary  alterna-
tives such as Castrican lamb and Australian 
Barramundi. Tue-Sat 6-11pm. Fairmont Beijing 
Hotel, 8 Yong’an Dongli, Jianguomenwai Dajie, 
Chaoyang District. (8507 3630) 刃, 朝阳区建国

门外大街永安东里8号华彬费尔蒙酒店 

Fuel Fun, funky restaurant serving pizzas, 
gigantic ribs and one of Beijing’s biggest ham-
burgers. Daily 11am-late. 1/F, Langham Place, 1 
Erjing Lu, Beijing Capital International Airport, 
Chaoyang District. (6457 5555) 朝阳区首都机场

二经路1号朗豪酒店   

Gori An international eatery with everything 
from Thai to terriyaki opened by the much-
loved Igosso/Pekotan team. Daily 11am-mid-
night. 1/F, Tower AB, The Office Park (Yuanyang 
Guanghua Guoji), 10 Jintong Xilu (near The 
Place), Chaoyang District. (8590 6266) 朝阳区金

桐西路10号远洋光华国际AB座1楼(近世贸天阶)

Grill 79  A captivating destination for inter-
national dining. Savor the delicate flavors of 
simple, wild and fresh ingredients that each 
season has to offer.  Mon-Thu & Sun noon-2am; 
Fri-Sat noon-4am. 79/F, China World Summit 
Wing, China World Trade Center Phase 3, 1 
Jianguomenwai Dajie, Chaoyang District. (6505 
2299 ext 6424) 朝阳区朝阳区建国门外大街1号国

贸大酒店79楼  

Let’s Seafood Mussels, whole fish, seafood 
salads and bouillabaisse. Daily 11.30am-mid-
night. 1/F, Nali Patio, 81 Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang 
District. (5208 6038) 朝阳区三里屯北街81号那

里花园1层 

Modo Modern wine bar serving well over a 
dozen wines by the glass, as well as small plates 
of tasty contemporary European cuisine. Also 
features Enomatic wine dispensers to allow 
people to explore different wines. Voted “Best 
New Retaurant (Non-Chinese)“ in our 2011 
Reader Restaurant Awards. Sun-Thu noon-
10pm, Fri-Sat noon-10.30pm. 3/F, Sanlitun 
Village South, Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang District. 
(6415 7207) 朝阳区三里屯路19号三里屯Village南

区3楼

Mosto Inventive, exciting contemporary food 
with a South American touch. Voted “Best 
Business Lunch,” “Best Steak,” “Outstand-
ing Restaurant of the Year (Non-Chinese),“ 
“Outstanding For a Romantic Meal“ and “Out-
standing Steak“ in our 2011 Reader Restaurant 
Awards. Daily noon-2.30pm, 6-10.30pm. 
3/F, Nali Patio, 81 Sanlitun Beilu, Chaoyang 
District. (5208 6030) 摸石头, 朝阳区三里屯北路

81号那里花园3层 

RoomBeijing Creative contemporary dining 
from former Blu Lobster chef Brian McKenna. 
Sun-Wed 11am-midnight, Thu-Sat 11am-2am. 
Rm 301-302, 3/F, Park Life, Yintai Centre, 2 
Jianguomenwai Dajie, Chaoyang District 
(8517 2033) 朝阳区建国门外大街2号银泰中心

301-302室

SALT Innovative restaurant in a fresh modern 
minimalist setting has weekly two-course or 
three-course set meals. Voted “Outstanding 
Business Lunch” and “Outstanding Steak” in 
our 2011 Reader Restaurant Awards. Mon-Sat 
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(6416 8802) 东城区莫劳龙玺西餐, 工体北路春

秀路西北角工人体育馆北门对面

Park Side Bar & Grill This family-friendly 
restaurant featuring a pleasant garden terrace 
is ideal for both dating or family dining. Burg-
ers, steaks, wings, salads, sandwiches, steaks 
and other Western fare, complemented by a 
healthy wine list. Daily 10am-late. 9-6 Jiangtai 
Xilu (opposite Rosedale Hotel), Chaoyang 
District. (6444 6555) 园景, 朝阳区将台西路

9-6号(珀丽酒店对面) 

Scene a Cafe This two-level restaurant 
offers a buffet with a wide selection of pastas, 
salads, mains and desserts made in eight 
differently themed open kitchens. Daily 6am-
1am. China World Hotel, 1 Jianguomenwai 
Dajie, Chaoyang District. (6505 2266 ext 35) 咖
啡苑, 朝阳区建国门外大街1号中国大饭店  

Vineyard Cafe Hip hutong cafe special-
izes in comfort food and hearty breakfasts. 
Voted “Outstanding Brunch” in our 2011 
Reader Restaurant Awards. Tue-Sun 11.30am-
10.30pm, closed Mon. 31 Wudaoying Hutong, 
Dongcheng District. (6402 7961) 葡萄院儿, 东

城区五道营胡同31号

YellowStone Restaurant & Bar A relaxed 
atmosphere for informal dining and casual 
drinks. Daily 9am-1am. Crowne Plaza Park 
View Wuzhou, Bldg 28, 8 Beichen Donglu, 
Chaoyang District. (6481 7000)  黄玉石, 朝阳

区北辰东路8

FRENCH
Brasserie Flo Reopening January. Owned 
by the powerful Flo Group, and now a Beijing 
institution. French classics include the onion 
soup and profiteroles. Voted “Best French 
(Affordable)” in our 2011 Reader Restaurant 
Awards. 18 Xiaoyun Lu, Chaoyang District. 北
京福楼餐厅,朝阳区霄云路18号

Cafe de la Poste Beijing’s French com-
munity pack in every night for steaks, salads, 
cheese and wine. Daily noon-3pm, 6pm-late. 
58 Yonghegong Dajie, Dongcheng District. 
(6402 7047) 东城区雍和宫大街58号

Jaan A light and innovative interpretation of 
classic French cuisine in a regal period setting. 
Daily noon-2pm, 6.30-10pm. Raffles Beijing 
Hotel, 33 Dongchang’an Jie, Dongcheng 
District. (8500 4186, 6526 3388 ext 4186) 家安, 

东城区东长安街33号北京饭店莱佛士 

Le Cabernet French bistro opens its summer 
terrace, serving wine, juice cocktail, beer 
and ice creams. Daily 9am-midnight. Novotel 
Peace Beijing, 3 Jinyu Hutong, Wangfujing, 

Dongcheng District. (6512 8833 ext 7621) 卡
本妮法餐厅, 东城区王府井金鱼胡同3号诺富特

和平宾馆  

Le Pré Lenôtre Exudes all the pomp of fine 
French dining and matches it with profes-
sional service and accomplished food. Voted 
“Outstanding French (High-End)“ in our 2011 
Reader Restaurant Awards. Daily 11.30am-
2.30pm, 6.30-11.30pm. 6/F, Sofitel Hotel, Bldg 
C, Wanda Plaza, 93 Jianguo Lu, Chaoyang 
District. (8599 6666) 朝阳区建国路93号万达广

场C座6层

Maison Boulud Famous New York chef 
Daniel Boulud brings his take on French food 
to Beijing. Excellent food and service. Voted 
“Best French (high-end),” “Best Service," 
"Best for a Romantic Meal,” “Best Wine List” 
and “Non-Chinese Restaurant of the Year” in 
our 2011 Reader Restaurant Awards. Mon-Fri 
11.30am-2pm, 6-10.30pm, Sat-Sun 11am-4pm, 
6-10.30pm. Ch’ien Men 23, 23 Qianmen 
Dongdajie, Dongcheng District. (6559 9200) 
布鲁宫法餐厅, 东城区前门东大街23号

S.T.A.Y (Simple Table Alleno Yannick) 
Simple, communal-style French food by a 
Michelin chef.  Tue-Sat 11.30am-2.30pm, 
5.30-10pm, Sun 11am-4pm. Valley Wing 1/F, 
Shangri-La Hotel, 29 Zizhuyuan Lu, Haidian 
District. (8882 6727) 海淀区紫竹院路29号北京香

格里拉饭店新阁一层

FUSION
CHAO Located in Solana with an open 
interior, CHAO serves up a variety of fusion 
foods with a French touch, with daily home-
made bread and an extensive wine list. Daily 
11am-11pm. RS-17, Bldg 11, Solana, 6 Chaoyang 
Gongyuan Lu, Chaoyang District. (5905 1778) 
潮, 朝阳区朝阳公园路6号蓝色港湾11栋RS-17号  

Lunar 8 Lunar 8's menu is a blend of all-things 
Asian - choose from Chinese, Japanese, 
Southeast Asian and Indian dishes, including 
sashimi, chicken tikka, sweet and sour prawns 
and more.  11.30am-2.30pm, 6-10.30pm. The 
Fairmont Beijing, 8 Yong'an Dongli, Jian-
guomenwai Dajie, Chaoyang District. (8507 
3618) 朝阳区建国门外大街,永安东里8号  

GERMAN
Paulaner Brauhaus One of Beijing’s best 
choices for authentic (if pricey) German food. 
The Paulaner brews its own beer. Daily 11am-
1am. Kempinski Hotel, 50 Liangmaqiao Lu, 
Chaoyang District. (6465 3388 ext 5732) 普拉那

啤酒坊餐厅, 朝阳区亮马桥路50号凯宾斯基饭店 

Schindler’s Anlegestelle (Schindler’s 
Docking Station) The Sanlitun sister of 
Schindler’s Tankstelle has great sausages, pork 
knuckle and draft beers. Daily 11am-late. 10 
Sanlitun Beixiaojie, Chaoyang District. (6463 
1108) 申德勒码头餐厅, 朝阳区三里屯北小街10号 

South German Bakery, Cafe Konstanz 
and Bodenseestube Provides a variety of 
German and European rye, wheat and white 
breads, along with tasty homemade cakes and 
sweets. Restaurant daily 9am-10pm. Bakery 
daily 7am-10pm. 27 Haoyun Jie (Lucky Street), 
29 Zaoying Lu, Chaoyang District. (5867 0201) 
德南面包房, 朝阳区枣营路29号好运街27号

Villa Castanea Located next to the Summer 
Palace, this restaurant has one of the largest 
private gardens in Beijing – suitable for 
outdoor commercial activities and weddings. 
It serves German and Western fare, including 
home-brewed beer and crispy pork knuckle. 
Daily 11am-10pm. 266 Wan’an Donglu, Pu‘an 
Dian, Haidian District. (6272 0130; 6272 0131) 
七叶香山, 海淀区万安东路普安店266号

HOT POT
Haidilao Hot Pot This popular eatery is as fa-
mous for its hospitality as it is for its authentic 
Sichuan cuisine. Voted “Best Hot Pot,” “Out-
standing Restaurant of the Year (Chinese),” 
and “Outstanding Service“ in our 2011 Reader 
Restaurant Awards. 1) Daily 24hrs. 2A Bai-
jiazhuang Lu, Chaoyang District. (6595 2982); 
2) Daily 24hrs. 7/F, New Wedding Shopping 
Center, 109 Xidan Beidajie, Xicheng District. 
(6617 4063); 3) Daily 10.30am-3am. 3/F, Beiyue 

COUNTDOWN TO 2012!
To win tickets to the Yen Countdown party on Dec 31, tell us:  
Who directed the film 2012? Email win@thebeijinger.com.

DIRECTORY / DINING
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Cornerstone Feel-good Italian-American 
dining with something for everyone including  
spaghetti and meatballs and mac and cheese.  
Daily 10am-11pm. Unit 105, World Financial 
Center, 1 Dongsanhuan Zhonglu, Chaoyang 
District. (8587 8488) 朝阳区东三环中路1号环球

金融中心105  

Danieli’s Elegant Italian restaurant in the St. 
Regis hotel offers classic Italian fare, including 
freshly made pasta and a selection of Italian 
wines.  Mon-Fri 11.30am-2pm, 6-10pm, Sat-Sun 
6-10pm. 2/F, St Regis Hotel, 21 Jianguomenwai 
Dajie, Chaoyang District. (6460 6688 ext 2441) 
丹尼艾丽意大利餐厅, 朝阳区建国门外大街21号

国际俱乐部饭店2层  

Fratelli Fresh The spotless open kitchen 
produces fresh Tuscan-fare: pastas, wood-fired 
pizzas, meat and fish, as well as large T-bone 
steaks. Daily 10.30am-2.30pm, 5-10.30pm. 
1/F, Renaissance Beijing Capital Hotel, 61 
Dongsanhuan Zhonglu, Chaoyang District. 
(5863 8203) 朝阳区朝阳区东三环中路61号北京富

力万丽酒店1层 

Luga’s Little Italy Italian classics from Luga. 
Daily 11am-11pm. Above Luga’s Villa, Sanlitun 
Houjie, Chaoyang District. (6413 2786) 朝阳区

三里屯后街 

Prego A modern Italian restaurant serving au-
thentic regional home-style dishes prepared 
by an Italian chef. Daily 11am-11.30pm. 1/F, The 
Westin Beijing, 9B Jinrong Jie, Xicheng District. 
(6606 8866 ext 7815) 意大利餐厅, 西城区金融

大街乙9号北京金融街威斯汀大酒店1层   

Ristorante Sadler Owned by two-star 
Michelin chef Claudio Sadler, this restaurant 
delivers well-executed dishes in a contem-
porary fine-dining setting. Daily noon-2pm, 
6.30-10.30pm. Ch’ien Men 23, 23 Qianmen 
Dongdajie, Dongcheng District. (6559 1399)  东
城区前门东大街23号

Tavola Excellent Neapolitan-style Italian 
cuisine in a setting that works equally well for 
intimate dinners or group events. Voted “Out-
standing Italian (High-End)“ in our 2011 Reader 
Restaurant Awards. Daily 11.30am-2.30pm, 
6pm-10.30pm. 2/F, The Grand Summit, Sec-
tion B, Liangmaqiao Diplomatic Mansion, 19 
Dongfang Donglu, Chaoyang District. (8532 
5068) 塔沃拉意大利餐厅, 朝阳区东方东路19号

亮马桥外交公寓会所2层  

Trattoria La Gondola The Kempinski’s Italian 
restaurant boasts elegant decor and an exten-
sive wine list. The menu offers pasta, risotto, 
veal and seafood, among a host of other Italian 
classics. Daily 11.30am-2.30pm and 5.30-
11pm. Lufthansa Center, 50 Liangmaqiao Lu, 
Chaoyang District. (6465 3388 ext 5707) 意大利

威尼斯餐厅，朝阳区凯宾斯基饭店亮马桥路50号

Va Piano Chic contemporary setting com-
bined with freshly baked pizza, authentic pas-
tas, delightful desserts and a long list of wines. 
Daily 5.30-10pm. InterContinental Beichen, 8 
Beichen Xilu, Chaoyang District. (8437 1360) 朝
阳区北辰西路8号北京北辰洲际酒店  

JAPANESE
Bei A contemporary Asian restaurant, with 
a range of reinterpreted traditional dishes 
from Japan, Northern China and Korea. Daily 
5.30-10.30pm. B1/F, The Opposite House, Bldg 
1, Sanlitun Village, 11 Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang 
District. (6410 5230)  北, 朝阳区三里屯路11号三

里屯Village1号楼瑜舍地下1层

Haru Teppanyaki and Sushi Bar Simple, 
elegant collection of small private rooms 
each featuring a teppenyaki grill. Daily 
11.30am-2pm, 5.30pm-10pm. 1) Unit N4-30, 
3/F, Sanlitun Village North, 11 Sanlitun Road, 
Chaoyang District. (6415 2112); 2) 902 Pinnacle 
Plaza, Jingshun Lu, Shunyi District. (8046 5112) 
尚水长廊铁板烧餐厅, 1) 朝阳区三里屯路11号院

(Village北区)能号楼3层N4-30单元; 2) 顺义区

天竺镇开发区荣祥广场902  

Hatsune Specializes in unique sushi and hand 
rolls. Voted “Best Japanese” in our 2011 Reader 
Restaurant Awards. Daily 11.30am-2pm, 5.30-
10pm. 1) 2/F, Heqiao Bldg C, 8A Guanghua Lu, 
Chaoyang District. (6581 3939); 2) S8-30 (Op-
posite Element Fresh), Bldg 8, Sanlitun Village, 
19 Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang District. (6415 3939) 
隐泉日本料理, 1) 朝阳区光华路甲8号和乔大厦

C座2层; 2) 朝阳区三里屯路19号The Village南

区8号楼S8-30

Honzen Contemporary Japanese, featuring a 
tempting selection of sushi, sashimi, tempura 
and grilled dishes. Mon-Sat 11.30am-2pm, 
5.30-10pm. Kempinski Hotel, 50 Liangmaqiao 
Lu, Chaoyang District. (6465 3388 ext 4200) 朝
阳区亮马桥路50号凯宾斯基饭店

Invincible Ramen All the elements combine 
for Beijing’s most divine ramen. Daily 11am-
10.30pm. 32 Xiaoyun Lu, Chaoyang District. 
(6467 7688) 无敌家 浜骨汤创作面坊, 朝阳区

霄云路32号

Kagen Stainless steel tables and cool 
electronica music accompany tasty mari-
nated meat grilled fresh at each table. Daily 
10.30am-2pm, 5.30-9.30pm. B1/F, Bldg C, 
Heqiao Dasha, 8 Guanghua Donglu, Chaoyang 
District. (6583 6830) 火源, 朝阳区光华东路8号

和乔大厦C座地下1层

Miyabi With live cooking stations and private 
rooms, Miyabi offers a range of dining experi-
ences. Sheraton Beijing Dongcheng, 36 North 
Third Ring Road East, Dongcheng District. 
(5798 8888) 东城区东城区北三环路36号

Nishimura Teppanyaki, robatayaki, sushi 
and more in a stylish setting. Daily 11.30am-
2.30pm, 6-10pm. Shangri-La Hotel, 29 
Zizhuyuan Lu, Haidian District. (6841 2211 
ext 2719) 西村餐厅, 海淀区紫竹院路29号香格

里拉饭店2层

Obentos Healthy, fresh bento delivery service. 
Mon-Fri 11am-10pm, Sat-Sun 10am-10pm. Unit 
106-107, Bldg 9, Central Park, 6 Chaoyangmen-
wai Dajie, Chaoyang District (6597 0085, 6597 
0223) 本之味,朝阳区朝阳门外大街新城国际9号

楼106-107室

Suzumei A great corner nook Japanese res-
taurant and bar  that offer a bit of everything;  
eel over rice, yakitori, sashimi and more. Mon-
Sat 5pm-midnight. Mon-Sat 5pm-midnight. 
1/F, Bldg 6, Sanyuanli residential compound 
(north side), 2 Xinyuan Jie, Chaoyang District. 
(6466 0204) 朝阳区新源街2号三源里小区6号

楼1层北侧 

Yotsuba Incomparably fresh, traditional 
Japanese fare. Reservations recommended. 
1) Tue-Sun 5-11pm. Next to Bldg 2, Xinyuan 
Xili Zhongjie (near Xindong Lu), Chaoyang 
District. (6467 1837); 2) Daily 11.30am-2pm, 
5-10pm. 2/F, Bldg 8, Lakeview Place, Dragon 
Bay Villa, Shayu Huanlu, Houshayu, Shunyi 
District. (8042 2284) 四叶, 1) 朝阳区新源西里

中街2号楼旁(近新东路); 2) 顺义区后沙峪镇沙

峪环路8号楼2层

MEDITERRANEAN
George’s Mediterranean Cuisine Owned 
by a Hong Kong native, this hidden gem 
offers some of the best Greek moussaka in 
town. Daily noon-3pm, 6-10pm. 1A Fangcaodi 
Beixiang, Chaoyang District. (8561 3357) 佐治

地中海餐厅, 朝阳区芳草地北巷甲1号 

Sureño Modern Mediterranean cuisine from 
a beautiful open kitchen with wood-fired 
ovens. Voted “Best Italian (High-End)” in 
our 2011 Reader Restaurant Awards.  in 
our 2011 Reader Restaurant Awards. Daily 
noon-3.30pm, 6-10.30pm. B1/F, The Opposite 
House, Sanlitun Village, 11 Sanlitun Lu, 
Chaoyang District. (6410 5240) 朝阳区三里屯路

Dasha, 2A Huixin Dongjie, Chaoyang District. 
(8463 9300) 海底捞火锅, 1) 朝阳区白家庄路甲

2号; 2) 西城区西单北大街109号婚庆大楼7层; 

3) 朝阳区惠新东街甲2号北奥大厦3层  

HUAIYANG
Summer Palace Light and delicious Huai-
yang and Cantonese cuisine cooked with flair. 
Check out their daily tea cocktails and French 
Bordeaux selections. Voted “Outstanding 
Cantonese Restaurant (High-End)“ in our 2011 
Reader Restaurant Awards. Daily 11.30am-
2pm, 6-10pm. Lobby, China World Hotel, 1 
Jianguomenwai Dajie, Chaoyang District. 
(6505 2266 ext 34) 夏宫中餐厅, 朝阳区建国门外

大街1号中国大饭店大堂

Wumingju Elaborate dishes with a distinct 
Jiangsu and Huaiyang flavor. Daily 11am-2pm, 
5-9.30pm. 32 Zaoying Beili, Maizidian Jie, 
Chaoyang District. (6502 1568) 无名居,朝阳区麦

子店街枣营北里32号

HUNAN & HUBEI
Karaiya Spice House Well-executed Hunan 
fare, sound service and a laidback ambience. 
Daily 11.30am-2pm, 5.30-10pm. Bldg 8, Sanli-
tun Village, 19 Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang District. 
(6415 3535) 朝阳区朝阳区三里屯路19号The 

Village南区8号楼

IMPERIAL
Najia Xiaoguan Consistently well-executed 
Manchu cuisine without the swanky atmos-
phere. 1) Daily 11.30am-10pm. 10 Yonganli 
(south of the LG Twin Towers), Jianguomenwai 
Dajie, Chaoyang District (6567 3663); 2) Daily 
11.30am-10pm. 1 Yikesong (south of Botanical 
Gardens crossroad), Fragrant Hills, Haidian 
District (8259 8588) 那家小馆,1) 朝阳区建国门

外大街永安里10号(双子座大厦南侧); 2) 海淀区

香山一棵松29号(植物园十字路口南)

INDIAN/PAKISTANI
Ganges Indian Restaurant Southern and 
northern Indian classics like chicken tikka 
masala and lamb rogan josh. Voted “Best In-
dian/Pakistani” in our 2011 Reader Restaurant 
Awards. Daily 11am-11pm. 1) S93-3, Sanlitun 
Village, 19 Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang District. 
(6416 0181/6121); 2) 6/F, Wudaokou U-Center, 
Chengfu Lu, Haidian District. (6262 7944); 3) 
5/B, Hairun International Apartment, 2 Jiangtai 
Lu, Chaoyang District. (5135 8353); 4) 138A, 
B1/F, The Place, 9 Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang 
District. (6587 2999); 5) 2/F, Paddy O'Shea's, 
28 Dongzhimenwai Dajie, Chaoyang District. 
(6417 0900) 恒河印度餐厅, 1) 朝阳区三里屯

路19号三里屯VillageS93-3; 2) 海淀区成府路

U-CENTER6层; 3) 朝阳区将台路2号海润国际

公寓底商5号; 4) 朝阳区光华路9号世贸天阶地

下1层138A; 5) 朝阳区东直门外大街28号爱尔

兰酒吧2层 

Mirch Masala Tasty, authentic and affordable 
in a pleasant, well-lit environment. Vegan 
friendly. Daily 11am-10.30pm. 1 Jingyang 
Hutong (50m west off Nanluogu Xiang) 
Dongcheng District. (6406 4347) 东城区景阳胡

同1号(南锣鼓巷往东50米)

Mughal's Restaurant Friendly staff serve 
up authentic Indian and Pakistani tandoori 
and curry dishes. Voted “Outstanding In-
dian/Pakistani” in our 2011 Reader Restaurant 
Awards. Daily 11am-3pm, 6-11pm. 4/F, Nali 
Patio, 81 Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang District. (5208 
6082/134) 朝阳区三里屯路81号那里花园4层  

Punjabi Indian Restaurant Serves up tasty 
Punjabi cuisine with a focus on tandoor-
roasted meats. Daily 11.15am-11.15pm. C-8, 
2/F, Lucky Street, Chaoyang Gongyuan Lu, 
Chaoyang District. (5867 0221/23) 本杰比, 朝

阳区朝阳公园路好运街2楼C-8号

Tadka Sleek décor, comfy seating and one 
of the richest Indian dining experiences in 
the city. Daily 11am-2.30pm, 7.30-10pm. 2/F, 
Beijing Marriott Hotel Northeast, 26A Xiaoyun 
Lu, Chaoyang District. (5927 8888) 朝阳区霄云

路甲26号海航大厦万豪酒店2层 

The Taj Pavilion Friendly management 
and some of Beijing’s finest Indian food. 
Voted “Outstanding Indian/Pakistani” in 
our 2011 Reader Restaurant Awards. Daily 
11.30am-2.30pm, 6-10.30pm. 1) L222, Euro-
plaza, 99 Yuxiang Lu, Tianzhu Zhen, Shunyi 
District. (8046 3238); 2) China Overseas Plaza, 
Chaoyang District. (136 9302 8663); 3) 3/F, 
Holiday Inn Lido, Jiangtai Lu, Shoudu Jichang 
Lu, Chaoyang District. (6436 7678, 6437 6688 
ext 3811) 泰姬楼印度餐厅, 1) 顺义区天竺镇裕

翔路99号欧陆时尚购物中心L222室; 2) 朝阳区国

贸往西北中海广场; 3) 朝阳区首都机场路将台路

丽都假日酒店广场缤纷廊3层

ITALIAN
Alio Olio Classic, tasty and affordable 
Italian cuisine. West gate of Chaoyang Park, 
Chaoyang District. (6594 0938) 朝阳区朝阳

公园西门

Annie’s Unpretentious, affordable and 
popular Italian chain. Voted “Best Italian 
(Affordable)” and “Best Family-Friendly 
Restaurant”  in our 2011 Reader Restaurant 
Awards. 1) 11am-11pm. Ritan High Life 2-3-93, 
(across from Ritan Park North Gate), Chaoyang 
District. (8569 3031); 2) Daily 11.30am-11pm. 
16 Dongsanhuan Lu, Chaoyang District. (6503 
3871); 3) Daily 11am-11pm. West Gate of Soho 
New Town, 88 Jianguo Lu, Chaoyang District. 
(8589 8366); 4) Daily 11am-11pm. A1 Nongzhan 
Nanlu, Chaoyang District. (6591 1931); 5) 
Daily 11am-11pm. Jiuxianqiao, Jiangtai Lu, 
Shangye Jie, Chaoyang District. (6436 3735); 
6) Daily 11.30am-11pm. Across from Western 
Academy Beijing, 5 Laiguangying Donglu, 
Chaoyang District. (8470 4768) 7) Daily 
11am-11pm. 1/F, Ruisai Business Building, 2 
Dongsanhuan Nanlu, Chaoyang District (6568 
5890); 8) Daily 11am-11pm. 1/F, Bldg 3, Gongti 
Donglu, Chaoyang District (8587 1469); 9) 
Daily 11am-11pm. 1/F, Tower AB, The Office 
Park (Yuanyang Guanghua International), 10 
Jintong Xilu (near Central Park/The Place) 安
妮, 1) 朝阳区神路街39号日坛上街2-3-93; 2) 

朝阳区东三环路16号; 3) 朝阳区建国路88号

Soho现代城西门; 4) 朝阳区农展南路甲1号 (朝

阳公园西门南侧); 5) 朝阳区酒仙桥将台路商业

街; 6) 朝阳区来广营东路5号京西学校对面; 7) 

朝阳区东三环南路2号瑞赛大厦商务楼1层; 8) 朝

阳区工体东路3号楼1层; 9) 朝阳区金桐西路10号

远洋光华国际AB座1楼(近新城国际/世贸天阶)

Barolo Casual yet upscale Italian with a 
gleaming open kitchen and superior service. 
Mon-Sat 11.30am-2pm, 6-10pm. 2/F, The 
Ritz-Carlton Hotel, China Central Place, 83A 
Jianguo Lu, Chaoyang District. (5908 8151) 巴
罗洛, 朝阳区建国路甲83

Bene Lively Italian restaurant with a home-
style feel. Sheraton Beijing Dongcheng, 36 
North Third Ring Road East, Dongcheng 
District. (5798 8888) 东城区东城区北三环路36号

Cepe Authentic northern Italian cuisine in a 
modern, trendy setting. Daily 11am-2.30pm, 
6-10.30pm. The Ritz-Carlton Financial Street, 
1 Jinchengfang Dongjie, Jinrong Jie, Xicheng 
District. (6629 6996) 意味轩, 西城区金城坊东街

1号北京金融街丽思卡顿酒店大堂

Ciro’s Pomodoro This spacious Italian diner 
has nightly performances, DJs, live bands, 
a long extended bar, and alfresco seating. 
Daily 11am-3am. 81 Sanlitun Beilu, Chaoyang 
District. (5208 6008) 波莫多洛, 朝阳区三里屯

北路81号
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11号三里屯Village瑜舍地下1层 

MIDDLE EASTERN
1001 Nights Some of the best Middle Eastern 
food in Beijing plus nightly belly dancing. 
Voted “Outstanding Middle Eastern” in our 
2011 Reader Restaurant Awards. Daily 11am-
2am. Gongti Beilu (opposite Zhaolong Hotel), 
Chaoyang District. (6532 4050)  夜, 朝阳区工

体北路兆龙饭店对面

Biteapitta Falafels, hummus, sandwiches and 
shawarma. Voted "Best Middle Eastern” in our 
2011 Reader Restaurant Awards. Daily 11am-
11pm. 2/F, Tongli Studio, Sanlitun Houjie, 
Chaoyang District. (6467 2961) 吧嗒饼, 朝阳区

三里屯后街同里2层  

Rumi Its plush, minimalist interior is inviting, 
but the savory kebabs seal the deal. Voted 
“Outstanding Middle Eastern” in our 2011 
Reader Restaurant Awards. Daily 11.30am-
midnight. 1A Gongti Beilu, Chaoyang District. 
(8454 3838) 入迷, 朝阳区工体北路甲1号

Turkish Mum Traditional Turkish fare and 
a good wine list. Daily 11.30am-11.30pm. 3 
Gongti Beilu, Chaoyang District. (8532 3979) 
土耳其妈妈, 朝阳区工体北路3号 

PIZZA
Gung Ho! Gourmet Pizza Factory Pizza 
delivery service offering gourmet pies. Voted 
“Outstanding Pizza“ in our 2011 Reader 
Restaurant Awards. 1) Daily 11am-11pm. Bldg. 
3, China View, Gongti Donglu, Chaoyang Dis-
trict. (8587 1404/1370); 2) Daily 11am-11pm.
Shop 2, Hairun International Apartments, cor-
ner Jiangtai Lu and Fangyuan Xilu, Chaoyang 
District (5135 8557) 叫板!比萨 1) 朝阳区工体东

路中国红街3号楼; 2) 朝阳区将台路2号海润国际

公寓(将台路和方园西路的十字路口)

The Kro’s Nest Huge pizzas and innovations 
like pizza sliders. Voted “Outstanding New 
Restaurant (Non-Chinese)“ and “Outstanding 
Pizza“ in our 2011 Reader Restaurant Awards. 
1) Daily 10-2am (kitchen closes 11pm). Court-
yard 4, Gongti Beilu (across from Salsa Caribe), 
Chaoyang District. (8523 6655); 2) Mon-Thu 
10am-midnight, Fri-Sun 10-1am. 35 Xiaoyun 
Lu, Chaoyang District. (8391 3131) 乌巢, 1) 朝

阳区工体北路4号院 (卡利宾拉丁舞俱乐部对面); 

2) 朝阳区霄云路35号

SEAFOOD
Starfish Great oysters, wines and house 
cocktails. Daily 11.30am-2.30pm, 6-10pm. 22-1 
Dongzhimenwai Dajie (opposite Canadian 
embassy), Chaoyang District (6416 9838)朝阳

区东直门外大街22-1号(加拿大使馆对面)

SHANGHAI
Shanghai Min (Xiao Nan Guo) Established 
in 1987, this restaurant chain serves traditional 
Shanghai cuisine in a contemporary interior. 
(40 0820 9777) 1) Daily 11am-2pm, 5pm-10pm. 
2/F, Jinbao Plaza, 89 Jingbao Jie, Dongcheng 
District; 2) Rm 301, 3/F, China Life Center, 
17 Jinrong Dajie, Xicheng District; 3) Stall 
CC16, B1/F, Oriental Plaza, Wangfujing Dajie, 
Dongcheng District; 4) Stall 401-A, 4/F, IFC 
Mall, 1-3 Xinyuan Nanlu, Chaoyang District; 
5) 3/F, Bldg 1, Sanlitun Soho, 8 Gongti Beilu, 
Chaoyang District. 小南国 1)东城金宝街89号

金宝大厦; 2) 西城金融大街17号中国人寿中心

3楼301; 3) 东城王府井大街东方新天地广场地

下一层CC18号；4）朝阳新源南路1-3号都汇天

地商场4层401-A号；5）朝阳工体北路8号三里

屯Soho一栋3层

SICHUAN
Chuan Ban A reputation for being the most 
authentic Sichuan cuisine in town. Voted 
“Outstanding Sichuan” in our 2011 Reader 
Restaurant Awards. Mon-Fri 7-9am, 10.50am-
2pm, 4.50-9.30pm; Sat-Sun 7am-10pm. 5 
Gongyuan Toutiao, Jianguomennei Dajie, 
Dongcheng District. (6512 2277 ext 6101) 川办

餐厅, 东城区建国门内贡院头条5号

Spring Organic Fish Restaurant Healthy 
Sichuan food prepared with quality 
ingredients. Fresh fish, seasonal vegetables, 
truffles and mushroom. Daily 10am-2.30pm, 
5-9.30pm. 1) 23A Taiping Lu, Haidian District. 
(6818 1113); 2) 11 Jianhua Nanlu, Jianguomen-
wai Dajie, Chaoyang District. (6566 8001; 182 
0165 2683 for English) 同和春野生鱼庄, 1) 海

淀区太平路甲23号; 2) 朝阳区建外大街建华

南路11号  

SOUTHEAST ASIAN
Lau Pa Sak One of Beijing’s only joints for 
close-to-authentic Singaporean hawker 
fare. Daily 11am-11pm. Xindong Lu (opposite 
Canadian Embassy), Chaoyang District (6417 
0952) 朝阳区新东路加拿大使馆对面

Orchid 7 Not your average Singaporean fare. 
Daily 11am-10pm. E2220, 2/F, North Tower of 
Shangdu Soho, 8 Dongdaqiao Lu, Chaoyang 
District (5869 7173)  朝阳区东大桥路8号Soho尚

都北塔二层E2220

Malacca Legend Elaborate Malaysian 
restaurant boasts serene water views (Luoma 
Lake location) and zesty Southeast Asian 
cuisine. Daily 11am-10pm. 1) 1/F Building B, 
Ocean International Center, 58 East 4th Ring 
Road, Chaoyang District. (5908 0075); 2) On 
the banks of Luoma lake, Houshayu, Shunyi 
District. (8049 8902) 马六甲传奇, 1) 朝阳区朝

阳区东四环路58号远洋国际中心B座1层; 2) 顺义

区后沙峪镇罗马湖畔  

SPANISH
Agua Fine Spanish dining. Voted "Best 
Spanish Restaurant" and “Outstanding New 
Restaurant (Non-Chinese)“ in our 2011 Reader 
Restaurant Awards. 4/F, Nali Patio, 81 Sanlitun 
Lu, Chaoyang District. (5208 6188) 朝阳区三里

屯路81号那里花园4层

Carmen Tapas plates, hearty salads, 
paella and roasted whole suckling pig. Voted 
“Outstanding Spanish” in our 2011 Reader 
Restaurant Awards. Daily 11am-2am. Beside 
Nali Patio, 81 Sanlitun Beijie, Chaoyang 
District. (6417 8038) 朝阳区三里屯北街81号（

哪里花园边）

Ole Spanish Restaurant Three floors: the 
first is a bar and lounge, the second is for 
tapas, and the top floor focuses on fine dining. 
Sun-Wed 11am-midnight, Thu 11am-2am, 
Fri- Sat 11am-4am. Courtyard 4, Gongti Beilu 
(next to Salsa Caribe), Chaoyang District. (6595 
9677) 朝阳区工体北路4号院(卡利宾旁边) 

Migas Restaurant & Lounge Headed by 
chefs from Spain, this stylish restaurant serves 
up a wide selection of modern Spanish tapas 

DIRECTORY / DINING

TASTE TADKA!
To win an RMB 500 voucher for dining at Tadka, just tell us:  
In which year did India play its first-ever Test cricket match?  
Email win@thebeijinger.com.



78 DECEMBER 2011

FREE CURRY!
An RMB 200 voucher for dinner at Ganges can be yours if you can 
tell us: What is the national bird of India? Email your answer to 
win@thebeijinger.com.

post office on Di’anmenwai Dajie), Xicheng 
District. (8403 2131) 东岸咖啡, 西城区地安门外

大街前海南沿2号楼2层  

Enoterra Wine bar that serves good food 
as well. Voted “Outstanding Wine List” in the 
Beijinger’s 2011 Reader Restaurant Awards. 
Daily 10am-2am. 4/F, Nali Patio, 81 Sanlitun 
Beilu, Chaoyang District. (5208 6076) 朝阳区三

里屯北路81号那里花园4层  

Entero Whiskey bar that’s cool like bebop and 
sunglasses and bongos. Has a karaoke room 
and darts competitions. Daily 7pm-midnight. 
1 Xinyuanli, Chaoyang District. (8451 0554) 朝
阳区新源里1号(新东路往北到左家庄桥右转50米 

见路口右转)

Eudora Station Bar and Restaurant 
American food, a great terrace and live music. 
Greg Carroll Band featuring singer Greg Carroll 
(who formerly performed with Robert Palmer), 
plays a mix of Latin-influenced blues, jazz and 
rock & roll Wed-Sat 9.30pm-1am. Daily 9am-
2am. 6 Fangyuan Xilu (opposite Lido Plaza), 
Chaoyang District. (6437 8331/8813) 朝阳区芳

园西路6号(丽都广场对面)

Flames Flawlessly mixed drinks. Live per-
formances add an air of relaxation. Daily 11am-
1am. Hilton Beijing Wangfujing, 8 Wangfujing 
Dongjie, Dongcheng District. (5812 8888) 东城

区王府井东街8号北京王府井西尔顿  

Fubar A speakeasy with a fine selection of 
drinks. Sun-Thu 2pm-2am, Fri-Sat 2pm-4am. 
Behind Stadium Dog, Gate 10, Workers’ Sta-
dium, Chaoyang District. (6593 8227) 福吧, 朝

阳区工体东路工人体育场东门内10号进口

George’s Smart cocktail bar from Beijing bar 
veteran George Zhou. Daily 3pm-2am. Near 
Gate 12, east side of Workers’ Stadium, Gongti 
Donglu, Chaoyang District. (6553 6299) 朝阳区

工体东路工人体育场东门内12号进口  

Great Leap Brewery Microbrewery in a 
siheyuan serves ales, pale ales, porters and 
other beers. Tue-Sat 3pm-midnight, Sun 
3-7pm. 6 Doujiao Hutong (turn west off 
Nanluogu Xiang at Bar Uno, near Salud, onto 
Jingyang Hutong and follow the road until you 
hit Doujiao Hutong), Dongcheng District. (187 
1007 7331) 大跃, 东城区豆角胡同6号   

Green Cap Bar, The Irish-run bar for the 
Lido-Shunyi crowd. Live sports, Irish bar food 
and more. Tue-Sun noon-late. Beside Western 
Academy of Beijing, Laiguangying Donglu (off 
the Airport Expressway), Chaoyang District. 
爱尔兰老人酒吧, 朝阳区来广营东路(北京京西

学校旁边)   

Havana Bar 22 varieties of rum. Tapas at the 
bar and cigars in the cigar divan. Daily 5pm-
1.30am. Grand Millennium Beijing, Fortune 
Plaza, 7 Dongsanhuan Zhonglu, Chaoyang Dis-
trict. (6530 9383) 朝阳区东三环中路7号财富中心  

Haze Electronic music in the basement. 
Thu-Sat 9pm-late. B1/F, On the Corner Cafe, 
Guanghualu Soho, Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang 
District. 朝阳区光华路光华路Soho地下1层

Hot Cat Club Decent live music, dodgy 
drinks. Daily 10am-late. 46 Fangjia Hutong 

DIRECTORY / DINING–NIGHTLIFE

The Veggie Table Fresh, safe and sustainable 
vegan cuisine using high-quality ingredients. 
Unwind in a cozy, sunny non-smoking setting 
featuring comfy couches and large windows. 
Try their veggie burgers, organic vegan choco-
late cake and signature apple-basil mojito. 
Twice-weekly organic vegetable pickup avail-
able. Wed-Mon 11am-11pm. 19 Wudaoying 
Hutong, Dongcheng District. (6446 2073) 吃素

的，东城区五道营胡同19号

VIETNAMESE
Luga’s Pho Pho This small restaurant serves 
authentic Vietnamese-style pho, nem and 
Vietnamese coffee. Daily 10am-3am. Above 
Luga’s, Sanlitun Houjie, Chaoyang District. 
(6413 2786) 朝阳区三里屯后街同里对面  

Susu New Vietnamese restaurant staffed by 
two chefs from Saigon and run by the people 
from Tuk Tuk Thai and Stone Boat. Tue-Sun 
11am-11pm. 10 Qianliang Hutong Xixiang, 
Dongcheng District. (8400 2699) 苏苏会, 东城

区钱粮胡同西巷10号  

YUNNAN
Dali Courtyard Atmospheric decor, easy-
going hospitality and delicious set menu. 
Voted “Outstanding Restaurant of the Year 
(Chinese),” “Outstanding Outdoor Dining“ 
and “Outstanding Yunnan“ in our 2011 Reader 
Restaurant Awards. Daily 10am-9.30pm. 67 
Xiaojingchang Hutong, Gulou Dongdajie, 
Dongcheng District. (8404 1430) 大理, 东城区

鼓楼东大街小经厂胡同67号 

Dali Renjia Authentic and cheap Yunnan 
eats. Daily 10.30am-11pm. 80 Baochao Hutong 
(100m north of Gulou Dongdajie), Dongcheng 
District. (158 1039 2366) 大理人家, 东城区宝钞

胡同80号(鼓楼东大街往北走100米)  

Middle 8th Restaurant Comfortable, hip 
Yunnan restaurant. 1) Daily 11am-11.30pm. 
Zhongba Lou, Sanlitun Zhongjie, Chaoyang 
District. (6413 0629); 2) Daily 11am-10.30pm. 
R17, Zhongguancun Pedestrian Mall, 15 
Zhongguancun Dajie, Haidian District. (5172 
1728) 中八楼, 1) 朝阳区三里屯中街中八楼; 2) 

海淀区中关村大街15号中关村广场步行街R17

Rainbow Authentic Yunnan cuisine in fan-
tastic surroundings.. Daily 11.30am-2.30pm, 
5.30-10pm. 5/F, Crowne Plaza Sun Palace 
Beijing, Yunnan Dasha, Northeast corner of 
Taiyanggong Qiao and Xibahe, Dongsanhuan 
Beilu, Chaoyang District. (6429 8888 ext 6425) 
彩云天, 新云南皇冠假日酒店5层, 朝阳区东北三

环西坝河太阳宫桥东北角

NIGHTLIFE
BARS & CLUBS

13 Club Hefty, dark and covered in graffiti. 
Featuring mostly rock, metal and punk bands, 
with shows almost every night. Sun-Thu 
8pm-2am, Fri-Sat 8pm-3am. 161 Chengfu Lu 
(Lanqiying bus stop; doorway is recessed in 
a small alley next to Da Waguan Restaurant), 
Haidian District. (8261 9267) 13俱乐部, 海淀

区成府路蓝旗营车站下车，马路南边即是(瓦罐

饭馆的西边)  

2 Kolegas Intimate music venue. 21 Liang-
maqiao Lu (inside the drive-in movie theater 
park), Chaoyang District. (6436 8998, 2kole-
gas@163.com) www.2kolegas.com 两个好朋

友, 朝阳区亮马桥路21号（燕莎桥往东1500米路

北汽车电影院内） 

Alanting 1/F, Forte International Apartment, 
235 Chaoyang Beilu, Chaoyang District. (8571 
5168) 阿兰亭咖啡, 朝阳区朝阳北路235号复地

国际公寓1层

Apothecary Cocktails prepared with class and 
care. Also features a menu of Creole dishes 
prepared using house-made ingredients. 
Tue-Sat 7pm-late, Sun 6pm-late (kitchen 
closes 1am). 3/F, Nali Patio, 81 Sanlitun Beilu, 
Chaoyang District. (5208 6040) 朝阳区三里屯北

路81号那里花园3层  

Aria See Dining Directory under “European.” 

Atmosphere Bar Expect spectacular views 
on a good day at Beijing’s highest bar. Failing 
that, you can count on the drinks being good. 
Daily noon-2am. 80/F, China World Summit 
Wing, 1 Jianguomenwai Dajie, Chaoyang 
District. (6505 2299 ext 6433) 朝阳区光华路国贸

3期80层(中国大饭店北侧)

Black Sun Bar Bargain-basement drinks, a 
pool table, darts, foosball, the original caipirin-
ha recipe and a patio. Daily 5.30pm-3am. West 
gate of Chaoyang Park, Chaoyang District. 
(6593 6909) 黑太阳, 朝阳区朝阳公园西门

Blue Frog See Dining Directory under 
“American.”   

The Bookworm See Dining Directory under 
“Cafes & Teahouses”

The Brick Food and cheap drink in this Sh-
uangjing neighborhood pub where fun is the 
name of the game. Daily 4pm-late. Unit 2-11, 
Bldg 2, Tianzhi Jiaozi, 31 Guangqu Lu (north-
east corner of Shuangjing Qiao), Chaoyang 
District. (139 1113 6564) 朝阳区双井桥东北角广

渠路31号院天之骄子2号楼底商2-11  

Buzz Chill out and relax in this intimate 
bar that features signature cocktails and an 
extensive collection of premium whiskeys, co-
gnacs, wines and ports. Mon-Sat 6pm-1.30am. 
1/F, The Westin Beijing, 9B Financial Street, 
Xicheng District. (6606 8866 ext 7825) 西城区

金融大街乙9号北京金融街威斯汀大酒店1层

Centro A surprisingly comfortable spot 
to down drinks from bottled beers to blue 
cheese martinis. Nightly live jazz performanc-
es. Daily 24hrs. 1/F, Kerry Hotel, 1 Guanghua 
Lu, Chaoyang District. (6561 8833 ext 42) 炫酷, 

朝阳区光华路1号嘉里中心饭店1层  

Champagne Bar Molecular mixology comes 
to town, plus bubbles. Daily 6pm-midnight. 
2/F, Fairmont Beijing, 8 Yong’an Dongli, 
Chaoyang District. (8511 7777) 朝阳区建国门外

大街永安东里8号北京华彬费尔蒙酒店2层  

China Bar With one of the best views in 
town, this is definitely a place to impress. Daily 
5pm-1am. 65/F, Park Hyatt, 2 Jianguomenwai 
Dajie, Chaoyang District. (8567 1234) 朝阳区建

国门外大街2号  

China World Hotel 1 Jianguomenwai Dajie, 
Chaoyang District. (6505 2266 ext 6644) 中国大

饭店, 朝阳区建国门外大街1号

d lounge Beautiful place, beautiful drinks, 
beautiful people all converge at this sleek 
venue south of Sanlitun. Daily 8pm-late. 
Courtyard 4, Gongti Beilu (across from Rock & 
Roll Club), Chaoyang District. (6593 7710) 朝阳

区工体北路4号  

The Den Watch sports until dawn; stick 
around for brunch. Voted “Outstanding Late-
Night Dining“ in our 2011 Restaurant Awards. 
Daily 24hrs. 4 Gongti Donglu (next to City 
Hotel’s main entrance), Chaoyang District. 
(6592 6290) 敦煌, 朝阳区工体东路4号城市宾

馆正门旁边  

East Shore Live Jazz Cafe Great for jazz 
with a view of Houhai. Daily 2.30pm-2am. 2/F, 
2 Qianhai Nanyanlu (just to the west of the 

with a good wine selection. 6/F, Nali Patio, 81 
Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang District. (5208 6061) 米
家思, 朝阳区三里屯路81号那里花园6层

STEAKHOUSES
The Astor Grill Grain-fed tenderloin steak, 
cigars and an extensive wine list. Mon-Fri 
11.30am-2pm; daily 6-10pm. 3/F, St. Regis 
Hotel Apartments, 21 Jianguomenwai Dajie, 
Chaoyang District. (6460 6688 ext 2637) 艾斯

特扒房, 朝阳区建国门外大街21号国际俱乐部

饭店公寓3层  

CRU Steakhouse The sleek, warm design of  
CRU is reflective of the rich, refined cuts served 
up by its open kitchen. Voted “Outstanding 
Steak“ in our 2011 Reader Restaurant Awards. 
Daily 11.30am-2pm, 6-10pm. 2/F, JW Marriott 
Hotel, China Central Place, 83 Jianguo Lu, 
Chaoyang District. (5908 8530) 朝阳区建国路

83号华贸中心JW万豪酒店2层

Flamme International Grill This stylish two-
floor bar and grill features American steaks. 
Voted “Outstanding New Restaurant (Non-Chi-
nese)“ and “Outstanding Steak“ in our 2011 
Reader Restaurant Awards. Daily 11am-mid-
night. S4-33, Sanlitun Village, 19 Sanlitun Lu, 
Chaoyang District. (6417 8608) 朝阳区三里屯路

19号三里屯Village3楼S4-33室

Grange This steakhouse serves mean and 
delicate cuts with dipping sauces doled out 
of beakers and pipettes. Mon-Fri 11.30-3pm 
(lunch), daily 5.30-11pm (dinner). 2/F, Westin 
Beijing Chaoyang, 7 Dongsanhuan Beilu, 
Chaoyang District. (5922 8888) 朝阳区东三环北

路7号金茂北京威斯汀大饭店

The Grill Steaks and seafood grilled on an 
open flame with a Scandinavian twist. Chinese 
dishes available in the evenings. Daily 3-11pm. 
Radisson Blu Hotel Beijing, 6A East Beisanhuan 
Road, Chaoyang District. (5922 3440) 朝阳区北

三环东路甲6号,北京皇家大饭店

Steak Exchange Restaurant + Bar A 
wide variety of steaks in a comfortable and 
relaxed atmosphere. Daily 11.30am-2pm, 5.30-
10.30pm. InterContinental Beijing Financial 
Street, 11 Financial Street, Xicheng District. 
(5852 5888 ext 5916) 西城区金融街11号洲际酒店

THAI

Purple Haze Restaurant & Bar Thai cuisine 
served amongst purple hues. Books, coffee 
and Wi-Fi create the perfect atmosphere for 
a lazy afternoon. Voted “Best Thai” in our 
2011 Reader Restaurant Awards. Daily 11am-
11.30pm. Opposite the north gate of the Work-
ers’ Stadium (behind ICBC Bank), Chaoyang 
District. (6413 0899) 紫苏庭, 朝阳区工体北门对

面胡同工商银行后

Purple Haze Courtyard Authentic Thai 
cuisine in rustic hutong digs. Voted “Best Thai” 
in our 2010 Reader Restaurant Awards. Daily 
11am-11.30pm. 1 Dongsi Liutiao, Dongcheng 
District. (6501 9345) 紫苏庭, 东城区东四六

条1号

Spice Factory Innovative, contemporary 
Thai food without the kitschy trappings. Daily 
6-10pm. Courtyard 4, Gongti Beilu (above d 
lounge), Chaoyang District. (6585 2386) 朝阳区

工体北路4号院 (d lounge 楼上)  
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(just south of Guozijian Jie), Dongcheng 
District. (6400 7868) 东城区方家胡同46号艺术园

区(国子监南临)  

Huxley’s Shut Up and Drink: Not much more 
need be said. Daily 6pm-late. Yandai Xiejie (the 
street running diagonally between the Drum 
Tower and Yinding Bridge), Xicheng District. 
(6402 7825) 德彼酒吧, 西城区烟袋斜街16号

Ichikura This tiny bar packs in as good a 
variety of single malt whiskies as you’ll find in 
Beijing. 2/F (entrance via stairs at south wall 
of Chaoyang Theater), Chaoyang Theater, 36 
Dongsanhuan Beilu, Chaoyang District. (6507 
1107) 朝阳区东三环北路36号朝阳剧场南侧  

The Irish Volunteer This Irish bar stays true 
to the Irish culture, Guinness included (RMB 
60). This two-room saloon also offers food. 
Daily 9am-2am. Jiangtai Lu (opposite the east 
gate of the Lido Hotel), Chaoyang District. 朝阳

区高家园小区平房311号(丽都饭店东门对面) 

Jiang Hu Liveshow Bar Live music. Daily 
7pm-2am. 7 Dongmianhua Hutong, Jiaodaok-
ou Nandajie, Dongcheng District. (6401 4611) 
江湖酒吧, 东城区交道口南大街东棉花胡同7号  

LAN Club Daily 11am-10.45pm. 4/F, LG Twin 
Towers, 12B Jianguomenwai Dajie, Chaoyang 
District. (5109 6012/13) 兰会所, 朝阳区建国门外

大街乙12号LG双子座4层  

Lantern Techno and other types of electronic 
music from the Acupuncture Records team. 
Thu-Sat 9pm-late. 100m north of Workers’ 
Stadium West Gate, (in the basement behind 
Xuxian Lou restaurant), Gongti Xilu, Chaoyang 
District. (135 0134 8785) 灯笼, 朝阳区工体西路

工体西门往北走100米(许仙楼后面地下1层)

Lobby Lounge (Grand Millennium) 1/F, 
Grand Millennium Beijing, Fortune Plaza, 7 
Dongsanhuan Zhonglu, Chaoyang District. 
(6530 9383) 朝阳区东三环中路7号财富中心

Long Bar Cocktails and live music by Terminal 
3. Daily 4pm-1am. Hilton Beijing Capital Air-
port, Terminal 3, Capital International Airport, 
Chaoyang District. (6458 8888) 朝阳区首都机场

3号航站希尔顿酒店

Loong Bar A large, classy bar with the size, 
ambition and prices to be Centro redux. Daily 
5.30pm-2am. 2/F, JW Marriott Hotel, 83 Jian-
guo Lu, China Central Place, Chaoyang District. 
(5908 8906) 龙吧, 朝阳区华贸中心建国路83号

JW万豪酒店2层  

Lush A caffeinated study spot by day and by 
night a place to cut loose. Daily 24hrs. 2/F, Bldg 
1, Huaqing Jiayuan, Chengfu Lu (across from 
the Wudaokou light-rail station), Haidian Dis-
trict. (8286 3566) www.lushbeijing.com 海淀区

成府路华清嘉园1号楼2层（五道口城铁站对面）  

Mako Live House Mid-sized live music and 
events space brings the noise to Shuangjing. 
Daily 5pm-late. Inside Hongdian Art Fac-
tory, Courtyard 36 (500m south of Carrefour 
Shuangjing, inside small alley), Guangqu Lu, 
Chaoyang District. (5205 1112/3) 麻雀, 朝阳区

广渠路36号院红点艺术工厂内(幸福贝贝南边) 

Mao Mao Chong Great cocktails, house 
vodka infusions and house-designed T-shirts 
are this bar’s trademarks. Wed-Thu 7pm-
midnight, Fri-Sat 7.30pm-1am. 12 Banchang 
Hutong (east off Nanluogu Xiang), Dongcheng 
District. (159 9264 6024) 毛毛虫, 东城区板厂胡

同12号(南锣鼓巷往东走)  

Maison Camus High-end cognacs and 
Bordeaux and Burgundy wines for the con-

noisseur. Daily 4pm-midnight. 4/F, Reignwood 
Center, 8 Yong’an Dongli, Jianguomenwai 
Dajie, Chaoyang District. (8523 5703, 8528 
9518) 卡慕世家酒廊, 朝阳区建国门外大街永安东

里8号华彬中心4层  

MAO Livehouse The capital’s premier music 
venue. Daily 4pm-late. 111 Gulou Dongdajie, 
Dongcheng District. (6402 5080) 光芒, 东城区

鼓楼东大街111号  

Mesh Equally at home to post-retail therapy 
or a night on the tiles. Daily 5pm-2am. 1/F, The 
Opposite House, Bldg 1, Sanlitun Village, 11 
Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang District. (6417 6688) 朝
阳区三里屯路11号三里屯Village1号楼瑜舍1层  

Mix (Westin Chaoyang) Live jazz in the 
evenings and an extensive selection of cham-
pagnes, wines and whiskey. Daily 5pm-1am. 
1/F, Westin Beijing Chaoyang, 7 Dongsanhuan 
Beilu, Chaoyang District. (5922 8000) 朝阳区东

三环北路7号金茂北京威斯汀大饭店

Mo Lounge A laid-back lounge downstairs 
from Kokomo. Sun-Thu 6pm-2am, Fri-Sat 
6pm-4am. 4/F, Tongli Studios, Sanlitun Houjie, 
Chaoyang District. (6413 1019) 朝阳区三里屯

后街同里4层 

Nanjie Two floors packed with exchange stu-
dents. Low prices. Daily 5pm-5am. Courtyard 
4, Gongti Beilu (opposite to Banana Leaf), 
Chaoyang District. (6413 0963) 南街, 朝阳区工

体北路4号院蕉叶对面

The Orchid A modern Hutong hotel with 
beers from Great Leap Brewery. Daily 7am-
midnight. 65 Baochao Hutong, Guloudong 
Dajie, Dongcheng District. (8404 4818) www.
theorchidbeijing.com 东城区鼓楼东大街宝钞

胡同65号

Paddy O’Shea’s The best Guinness in town 
at Beijing’s first genuine Irish pub. Quiz nights 
every Wed from 8pm, with well-sponsored 
prizes. Daily 10am-late. 28 Dongzhimenwai 
Dajie, Chaoyang District. (6415 6389) www.
paddyosheas.com 朝阳区东直门外大街28号  

Paddy’s Pitstop Beer, simple pub grub and 
outdoor seating from the Paddy’s posse. 
Pinnacle Plaza, Tianzhu Real Estate Develop-
ment Zone, Shunyi District. 顺义区天竺开发

区荣祥广场

Paulaner Brauhaus One of Beijing’s best 
choices for authentic, if pricey, German food, 
the Paulaner brews its own beer. Daily 11am-
1am. Kempinski Hotel, 50 Liangmaqiao Lu, 
Chaoyang District. (6465 3388 ext 5732) 普拉那

啤酒坊餐厅, 朝阳区亮马桥路50号凯宾斯基饭店   

Plush Filled with natural light and overlook-
ing a modern zen garden. Daily 7am-1am. 
1/F, The Westin Beijing, 9B Financial Street, 
Xicheng District. (6606 8866 ext 7825) 西城区

金融大街乙9号北京金融街威斯汀大酒店1层  

Press Club Bar Nixon drank here, you know. 
Daily 5pm-1am. 1/F, St. Regis Hotel Beijing, 21 
Jianguomenwai Dajie, Dongcheng District. 
(6460 6688 ext 2360) 记者吧, 东城区建国门外

大街21号北京国际俱乐部饭店1层  

Punk A mixture of urban and neo-Gothic 
where big name DJs spin an eclectic mix. Tue-
Sat 8pm-3am. B1/F, The Opposite House, Bldg 
1, Sanlitun Village, 11 Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang 
District. (6410 5222) 朝阳区三里屯路11号三里屯

Village1号楼瑜舍地下1层  

Purple Haze Courtyard See Dining Directory 
under “Thai.“

Q Bar Quality tunes and top-notch cocktails. 

SUPER NOVA!
To win tickets to the Nova New Year’s party on Dec 31, tell us: 
Nova headliner Darren Emerson was a member of which UK  
electronic music group? Email win@thebeijinger.com.

DIRECTORY / NIGHTLIFE
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DEC 31: NEW YEAR’S EVE MIDNIGHT SUPPER
When confetti strikes, no one is safe.

Garden, 46 Liangmaqiao Lu, Chaoyang 
District. (8440 1495) 朝阳区亮马桥路46号盛捷

副景苑公寓2层  

Bodhi Therapeutic Retreat Offers a 
variety of professional treatments, as well as 
complimentary food and snacks cooked up by 
their Thai chef. Daily 11am-12.30am. 17 Gongti 
Beilu, Chaoyang District. (6417 9595) www.
bodhi.com.cn 菩提会所, 朝阳区工体北路17号  

Catherine de France Hair and Beauty 
Salon International and local stylists, color-
ists and beauticians offer an holistic hair 
and beauty experience. Daily 10am-8pm. 
2/F, Riviera Plaza, 5 Laiguangying Donglu, 
Chaoyang District. (8470 4639, 150 1081 6856, 
riviera@cdefrance.com) 朝阳区来广营东路5号

香江广场2层  

db tanning Daily, 11am-9pm. Rm 307, Bldg 
4, Jianwai Soho, 39 Dongsanhuan Zhonglu,, 
Chaoyang District. (5900 0427) db 日晒沙龙, 

朝阳区东三环中路39号建外Soho4号楼307商铺  

Dragonfly Therapeutic Retreat Interna-
tional spa brand with an exhaustive menu 
of spa packages. Daily 10am-1am. 1) 1/F, 
Grand Summit Plaza, 19 Dongfang Donglu 
(100m north of Lufthansa Center), Chaoyang 
District. (8532 3122); 2) 60 Donghuamen Ave 
(near The Peninsula Hotel and Oriental Plaza), 
Dongcheng District. (6527 9368); 3) B1/F, 
Eastern Hotel, Nansanlitun Nanlu, Chaoyang 
District. (6593 6066) 悠庭保健会所, 1) 朝阳区

朝阳区燕莎桥东方东路19号外交会所1层（燕莎

中心路北100米）; 2) 东城区东城区东华门大街

60号(近王府饭店和东方广场); 3) 朝阳区朝阳区

三里屯南路逸羽酒店1层  

Eric Paris Salon International hairstyling 
service. Daily 10am-8pm. 1) 43 Sanlitun Hou-
jie, Chaoyang District. (135 0137 2971); 2) Stall 
123, Kerry Centre Shopping Mall, 1 Guanghua 
Lu, Chaoyang District. (139 1179 8376); 3) Lido 
Hotel, 112 Jichang Lu, Chaoyang District. (135 
0107 5843) 爱丽克美容美发, 1) 朝阳区三里屯

后街43号; 2) 朝阳区光华路1号嘉里中心商场

123; 3) 朝阳区机场路112号丽都饭店  

essensuals Sister brand to Toni & Guy. 1) 
Daily 10am-10pm. Rm. 105-106, Tower F, 
Sunshine 100, 2 Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang 
District (6585 9288, fax 6585 9388); 2) Daily 
10am-9pm. Unit 303, 3/F, IFC Mall, 1-3 Xinyuan 
Nanlu, Chaoyang District (8444 2388, fax 8444 
2488); 3) Daily 9am-10pm. Unit 15/16, 4/F, 
Chaoyang Joy City, Chaoyang Beilu,Chaoyang 
District (8551 5800); 4) Daily 10am-9pm. Unit 
228, B1, Tower B, Sanlitun Soho, 8 Gongti 
Beilu, Chaoyang District (5935 9717) 彩秀, 1) 

朝阳区光华路2号阳光100国际公寓F座1层105-

106; 2) 朝阳区新源南路1-3号都汇天地商场3层

303号; 3) 朝阳区朝阳北路101号朝阳大悦城4层

15/16号; 4)朝阳区工人体育场北路8号院三里屯

Soho B座B1-228室

Franck Provost World-famous hair salon 
with highly trained stylists and colorists. Daily 
10am-10pm. Shop D2001-1, 2/F, Shin Kong 
Place, 87 Jianguo Lu, Chaoyang District. (6530 
7696/7669) 朝阳区建国路87号新光天地二层

D2001-1店铺    

Heavenly Spa by Westin Daily 9am-10pm. 
1) The Westin Beijing Chaoyang, 7 Dongsan-
huan Beilu, Chaoyang District. (5922 8888); 2) 
Daily 9am-10pm. The Westin Beijing Financial 
Street, 9B Jinrong Jie, Xicheng District. (6629 
7878)  威斯汀天梦水疗中心, 1) 朝阳区朝阳区东

三环北路7号金茂北京威斯汀大饭店; 2) 西城区

西城区威斯汀大酒店金融街9B  

Herborist Spa Offers the time-honored 
traditional Chinese health and beauty care 
system. Daily 10am-10pm. S9-30, Sanlitun 
Village South, 19 Sanlitun Beilu, Chaoyang 
District. (6416 5179, 6416 5962, 400 888 2155) 
www.herborist-spa.com 朝阳区三里屯Village 

南区9号楼 S9-30

Hummingbird Therapeutic Retreat 
Hummingbird has a range of therapeutic 
massages starting at RMB 150-225, and also 
offers facials, waxing and manicures. Daily 
10am-midnight. Unit 103, Bldg 3, Central Park, 
6 Chaowai Dajie, Chaoyang District. (6597 
9119)  一体保健会所, 朝阳区朝外大街6号新城

国际3号楼103 

I.O Spa Indoor and outdoor pools abound, 
along with the usual spa services. Inside 
Workers’ Stadium East Gate (towards south), 
Chaoyang District. (6588 3228/82)  私人会所, 

朝阳区工体东南边茉莉餐厅旁边  

I Spa Local spa chain with English-speaking 
staff offers aromatherapy massage, Thai 
massage, scrubs, wraps, facials, floral bath, 
steaming, TCM and foot reflexology. All 

bar-restaurant with popular quiz night. 2 
for 1 happy hour every Monday-Friday from 
3-7pm. Daily 9am-midnight. 14 Dongdaqiao 
Lu (on the corner of Guanghua Lu), Chaoyang 
District. (6591 9161) Tim’s 熏烤房, 朝阳区东

大桥路14号贵友大厦正北200米  

Tonic Lounge A modern, cozy bar offering 
a selection of mixed drinks, wine by the glass 
and aperitifs. The bar is well designed with a 
stunning bar counter, a low ceiling and com-
fortable lounge seating.  Daily 10am-12.30am. 
Lobby Level of Hilton Beijing, 1 Dongfang Lu, 
Chaoyang District. (5865 5000 ext 5060) 汤尼酒

廊, 朝阳区北京希尔顿酒店大堂  

Touch A cutting-edge lounge with 88 kinds of 
vodka, and a wide selection of vodka-infused 
cocktails.  Tue-Thu 9pm-1am, Fri-Sat 9pm-2am. 
2/F, Westin Beijing Chaoyang, 7 Dongsanhuan 
Beilu, Chaoyang District. (5922 8888 ext 8112) 
朝阳区东三环北路7号金茂北京威斯汀大饭店  

Twilight Cocktails made with style, and 
hard-to-find whiskeys. Pizza, pasta and other 
snacks available. Mon-Sat 11.30am-2.30pm, 
6pm-2am. (Behind Starbucks) 3/F, 0102, Bldg 
5, Jianwai Soho, 39 Dongsanhuan Zhonglu, 
Chaoyang District. (5900 5376) 暮光, 朝阳区东

三环中路39号建外Soho5号0102单元3层  

Twilo Daily 6pm-2am. Rm 103A/B, Guan-
ghualu Soho, 22 Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang 
District (6561 9360) 朝阳区光华路22号光华路

Soho 103A/B

V.A. Cafe & Bar This small cafe-bar is well 
equipped for weekly flamenco and jazz 
performances. Daily 2pm-late. 13 Wudaoying 
Hutong, Dongcheng District. (5844 3638) 东城

区五道营胡同13号  

What Bar Tiny bar hosting local rock bands. 
Daily 4pm-late. 72 Beichang Jie (just north of 
the west gate of the Forbidden City), Xicheng 
District. (133 4112 2757) 什么酒吧, 西城区北长

街72号(故宫西门往北)

The World of Suzie Wong Club Part 1930’s 
Shanghai opium den and part postmodern 
lounge. Daily 8.30pm-late. 1A Nongzhanguan 
Lu (west gate of Chaoyang Park), Chaoyang 
District. (6500 3377) 苏西黄, 朝阳区农展馆路甲

1号朝阳公园西门    

Writers Bar Caviar and oysters complement 
the wide selection of cocktails and cigars. 
Daily noon-midnight. Raffles Beijing Hotel, 
Main Lobby, 33 Dongchang’an Jie, Dongcheng 
District. (6526 3388 ext 4181) 作家酒吧, 东城区

东长安街33号, 北京饭店莱佛士一层  

Xiu A summer-friendly terrace plus much 
more in the luxuriant lounge. Mon-Fri 
11.30am-2.30pm, 6pm-late, Sat-Sun 6pm-late. 
Park Hyatt (entrance across from the hotel 
lobby), 2 Jianguomenwai Dajie, Chaoyang 
District. (5867 1108) 秀, 朝阳区朝阳区建国门

外大街2号  

Yugong Yishan This live music venue is a 
perfect spot for more discriminating drunken 
debauchery. Daily 7pm-late. 3-2 Zhangzizhong 
Lu (100m west of Zhangzizhong Lu subway 
station), Dongcheng District. (6404 2711) 愚公

移山, 东城区平安大道张自忠路3-2号(地铁五号

线张自忠路站往西100米) 

Zeta Bar Boasts style, chrome cages that 
house the extensive wine collection hang 
from the high ceiling. Mon-Thu 6pm-2am, Fri-
Sun 6pm-3am, Sun close. 2/F, Hilton Beijing, 1 
Dongfang Lu, Dongsanhuan Beilu, Chaoyang 
District. (5865 5050) 颐达吧, 朝阳区东三环北路

东方路1号希尔顿饭店2层  

Nice terrace. Daily 5pm-2am. Top floor of 
Eastern Inn Hotel, 6 Baijiazhuang Lu (the south 
end of Sanlitun Nanlu), Chaoyang District. 
(6595 9239) 朝阳区百家庄6号（朝阳门医院北门

东100米）三里屯南路逸羽连锁酒店顶楼  

R Lounge This huge hotel bar is perfect for 
hosting an event. 4/F, Renaissance Beijing 
Capital Hotel, 61 Dongsanhuan Zhonglu, 
Chaoyang District.  朝阳区东三环中路61号北京

富力万丽酒店4层  

Redmoon Redmoon at the Grand Hyatt in-
cludes a wine bar, sushi bar and cigar lounge, 
all sleekly designed to cater to the executive 
set. Daily 5pm-1am. 1/F, Grand Hyatt Hotel, 
Beijing Oriental Plaza, 1 Dongchang’an Jie, 
Dongcheng District. (6510 9366, 8518 1234 
ext 6366) 东方亮, 东城区东长安街1号东方君

悦酒店大厅  

Rendez-vous Bar & Lounge Relaxing place 
to meet friends and clients for drinks and 
snacks. Kempinski Hotel, 50 Liangmaqiao Lu, 
Chaoyang District. (6465 3388 ext 4200) 朝阳区

凯宾斯基饭店亮马桥路50号

The Ritz-Carlton Bar Light live music and a 
lounge atmosphere. Daily 6pm-1am. The Ritz-
Carlton Beijing, 83A Jianguo Road, Chaoyang 
District. (5908 8131) 丽思卡尔顿吧, 朝阳区朝阳

区建国路93号华贸中心  

Riverbank Café & Bar 1/F, FX Hotel, 39 
Maizidian Xijie, Chaoyang District. (6506 8277) 
朝阳区麦子店西街39号富驿时尚酒店1层

Salud Infused rums. Mon-Fri 3pm-late, 
Sat-Sun noon-late. 1) Opposite Tongli Studio, 
Sanlitun Houjie, Chaoyang District.; 2) 66 
Nanluogu Xiang, Dongcheng District. (6402 
5086) 老伍, 1) 朝阳区三里屯后街同里对面; 2) 

东城区南锣鼓巷66号  

Scarlett A chic, intimate wine bar with a fine 
selection of imported cheese and tapas. Daily 
6pm-3am. Hotel G, 7A Gongti Xilu, Chaoyang 
District. (6552 2880) www.hotel-g.com 朝阳区

工体西路甲7号北京极栈内  

Spark Beautiful people and slick design at 
this Taipei-based nightclub’s Beijing outpost. 
B108, The Place, 9 Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang 
District. 朝阳区光华路9号世贸天阶B108  

The Stumble Inn Daily 10am-2am. S3-31, 
3/F, Sanlitun Village South, 19 Sanlitun Lu, 
Chaoyang District. (6417 7794) 朝阳区三里屯路

19号三里屯Village南区3号楼3层S3-31

Tango Karaoke, with a nightclub at Yonghe-
gong. Daily 24hrs. 1) South Gate of Ditan Park 
(next to Jin Ding Xuan restaurant), Dongcheng 
District. (6425 5677/6428 2288); 2) Gongti Xilu 
(beneath Gongti 100 bowling alley), Chaoyang 
District. (6551 9988) 糖果, 1) 东城区地坛公园

南门; 2) 朝阳区工体西路工体100保龄球馆下面

Tim’s Texas Bar-B-Q Meat-eater friendly 

DIRECTORY / NIGHTLIFE–STYLE

CONCERT/FESTIVAL VENUES
MasterCard Center 69 Fuxing Lu, Haidian 
District (6828 6386) 万事达中心, 海淀区复兴

路69号

STYLE
ACCESSORIES & JEWELRY

Kavenna Diamond Provides high-class 
diamond accessories, classical engagement 
and wedding rings. Unique, personalized 
orders including re-styling are gladly 
accepted. Daily 10.30am-7.30pm. Unit 23, 1/F, 
Fortune Mall (behind the Millennium Hotel), 
7 Dongsanhuan Zhonglu, Chaoyang District. 
(6533 0236, 137 0120 0304, kavenna@163.com) 
卡文那钻石, 朝阳区东三环中路7号北京财富购

物中心一层23号  

BEAUTY PARLORS & SPAS
99 Massage and Spa Center Daily 11am-
midnight. Rm 703, E-Tower C12, Guanghua Lu, 
Chaoyang District. (6501 0799)  99按摩中心, 

朝阳区光华路丙12号数码01大厦703室(嘉里中心

与国贸之间）  

Anantara Spa Daily 10am-10pm (flexible 
opening hours on request). The Commune, 
Shuiguan Great Wall, Badaling Gaosulu, 
Yanqing County. (8118 1888 ext 5100/01, 
anantaraspa@commune.com.cn) 延庆县八

达岭高速路水关长城出口长城脚下的公社凯宾

斯基饭店  

Angel Hands Enjoy vigorous deep-tissue 
massage, soothing and gentle massage, or 
a combination of both. Daily 24 hours. Rm 
1801, Bldg 2, Jianwai Soho, 39 Dongsanhuan 
Zhonglu, Chaoyang District. (8631 0801) 朝阳

区东三环中路39号建外Soho2号楼1801室   

Aqua Salus Urban Retreat 1) Daily noon-
midnight. 1-17 Lucky Street, 1 Chaoyang 
Gongyuan Lu, Chaoyang District. (6501 6639, 
reservation@aquasalus.cn); 2) Taiyue Height 
106, 16 Sanlitun Nanlu, Chaoyang District. 
(6501-2881, reservation@aquasalus.cn) www.
aquasalus.cn 良泉都市怡疗三里屯会馆, 1) 朝

阳区朝阳公园路1号 好运街1-17号; 2) 朝阳区

朝阳区南三里屯16号泰悦豪庭底商106  

Beijing Salon Vajra Catering to clients 
who demand very personal service. Mon-Sat 
10am-8pm. S106, Glory World Apartments, 
18 Gongti Xilu, Chaoyang District. (6551 
6461/2/3) www.vajra.com.hk 画间沙龙, 朝阳

区工体西路18号光彩国际公寓S106  

Bodhi Sense Just like its original 
Gongti branch, but more private. Daily 
11am-12.30am. 2/F, Somerset Grand Fortune 

GINGERBREAD
AMANDINE
Sample gingerbreads of the Gallic 
variety: softer, cakeish and slightly 
honeyed. (8590 0586)

GRAND HYATT
An absolute bonanza of ginger 
sweetness: cookies, Christmas trees 
and, of course, gingerbread houses. 
(8518 1234)

KEMPI DELI
Christmas cookies reach an all-new 
level of cute with gingerbread 
Santas. (6465 3388 ext 5741)

SOUTH GERMAN BAKERY
Twinkly gingerbread stars and  
bedecked houses are available, as 
well as gingerbread people.  
(5867 0201)

SWEET TOOTH
Who doesn’t love a little army  
of gingerbread men? Online  
bakery Sweet Tooth will ship  
them straight to your door.  
www.sweettoothbeijing.com

TAKE 5
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rooms are private suites. Special packages 
for couples are also available. 1) Daily 11am-
11pm. 1/F, Yuyuanhui Club, South of Gongdesi 
Bridge (northwest to Summer Palace), Haidian 
District. (6287 9868); 2) 6/F, Hilton Beijing 
Capital Airport,Terminal 3, Beijing Capital 
International Airport, Shunyi District. (6450 
4777); 3) 10am-midnight. B1/F, Traders Upper 
East Hotel, Lido, Dongsihuan Beilu, Chaoyang 
District. (5907 8877); 4) 2/F, JW Marriott Hotel 
Beijing, China Central Place, 83 Jianguo Lu, 
Chaoyang District. (5908 8380); 5) 1/F, Gehua 
New Century Hotel, 19 Gulouwai Dajie, 
Chaoyang District. (6202 8888 ext 6666); 6) 
Daily noon-11pm. 5/F, Tower 2, Taiyue Suites, 
Sanlitun Nanlu, Chaoyang District. (6507 1517, 
8595 2277 ext 5666) www.ispa.cn 泰美好, 1) 

海淀区功德寺桥南御园汇会所1层(颐和园西北

角); 2) 顺义区北京首都机场3号航站楼北京机

场希尔顿酒店6层(3号航站楼附近); 3) 朝阳区

东四环北路阳光上东上东盛贸饭店地下1层; 4) 

朝阳区华贸中心建国路83号北京JW万豪酒店

2层; 5) 朝阳区鼓楼外大街19号歌华开元大酒店

1层 (原华北大酒店); 6) 朝阳区三里屯南路泰

悦豪庭2座5层 

I-Spa Daily 10.30am-midnight (last appoint-
ment 11pm). 6/F, InterContinental Financial 
Street Beijing, 11 Jinrong Jie, Xicheng District. 
(5852 5888 ext 5601) 西城区金融街11号金融街

洲际酒店6层   

Kocoon The same quality of service as at its 
previous Nali Patio branch, only now in The 
Opposite House. Tue-Sun 10.30am-8.30pm. 
B1/F, The Opposite House, Sanlitun Village 
North, 11 Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang District. 
(6417 6688 ext 5008) www.kocoonspalounge.
com 朝阳区三里屯路11号三里屯Village北区瑜

舍地下1层 

LeSpa Daily 11am-11pm. 5/F, Sofitel Beijing, 
Bldg C, Wanda Plaza, 93 Jianguo Lu, Chaoyang 
District. (8599 6666)   
朝阳区建国路93号万达广场C座索菲特酒店5层

Long Island Massage & Spa Chinese 
and Thai-style massage and reflexology. 
1) Daily 11am-2am. 14A Guanghua Lu (5/F, 
Nuo’an Bldg, southwest of the Kerry Centre), 
Chaoyang District. (5130 9718, 6591 6247); 2) 
Daily 11am-1am. B1/F, Jiahui Center, 6 Jiqingli, 
Dongcheng District. (6551 6112/13) www.
longislandspa.com.cn 长岛健身, 1) 朝阳区光

华路甲14号（嘉里中心西南侧诺安大厦5层）; 2) 

东城区吉庆里6号佳汇中心地下1层  

Oriental Taipan Massage and Spa Relax 
in style among rose-scented water features, 
soft music and helpful, friendly staff. Healthy 
fruit juices and snacks included. 1) Daily 11am-
12.30am. 2/F, Block 9, Lido Place, 2A Fangyuan 
Xilu, Chaoyang District. (6437 6299); 2) Daily 
11am-12.30am. B1/F, 1 Xindong Lu (next to 
Shenji Best Soup), Chaoyang District. (8532 
2177); 3) Daily 11am-3am. Sunjoy Mansion, 
6 Ritan Lu, Chaoyang District. (6502 5722); 
4) Daily 10am-12.30am. B/1-3F, Shuncheng 
Hotel, 26A Financial Street, Xicheng District. 
(6621 8622); 5) Daily 10am-12.30am. Bldg 25, 
Central Park Phase 3, 6 Chaoyangmenwai 
Dajie, Chaoyang District. (6597 0015); 6) Daily 
11am-1am. Rm 101, Bldg B, Winterless Center, 
1 Xidawang Lu, Chaoyang District. (6538 8086) 
www.taipan.com.cn 东方大班保健休闲会所, 

1) 朝阳区芳园西路甲2号丽都广场9号公寓2层; 

2) 朝阳区新东路1号沈记靓汤旁; 3) 朝阳区日坛

路6号新族大厦院内; 4) 西城区西城区金融街甲

26号顺成饭店地下一层; 5) 朝阳区朝外大街6号

新城国际公寓三期25号楼; 6) 朝阳区西大望路

1号温特莱中心B座101  

Origin Spa Offers a smaller, more refined 
spa menu in a larger, airier setting. Decorated 
with dark wood, flowing water and plants, 
you’ll feel as though you’ve retreated to a 
Southeast Asian spa the moment you enter. 
The practitioners are professionally trained 
and educated, which shows in the firm, effec-
tive and relatively pain-free Chinese meridian 
massage. Most rooms come with a private 
shower and toilet, and many with a bathtub, 
the complimentary snack bar. Manicures and 
pedicures also available. Daily 11-12.30am. 
2/F, Bldg AB, Lan Chou Ming Zuo, Jiqingli, 
Chaowai Dajie, Chaoyang District. (6552 9599) 
www.benyuan2011.com 本源, 朝阳区朝外大街

吉庆里蓝筹名座AB座2层  

Peninsula Spa by ESPA 12 treatment 
rooms and private locker facilities. 3/F, The 
Peninsula, 8 Jinyuhutong, Wangfujing, 
Dongcheng District. (8516 2888 ext 6090) 东城

区东城区王府井金鱼胡同8号2王府半岛酒店三层  

Quan Spa at Marriott Beijing City Wall 
Daily 3pm-midnight. 7 Jianguomen Nandajie, 
Dongcheng District. (5811 8187) 东城区建国

门南大街7号   

The Ritz-Carlton Spa China Central Place, 
83A Jianguo Lu, Chaoyang District (5908 
8080/8081) 朝阳区建国路83号华贸中心

Salon 88 An international chain of hair 
salons offering consistent quality at 
economical prices. Daily 9am-10pm. 1) 6712 
6081. 118 Carrefour Fu Gui Yuan, Block 3, 
South DongHuaShi, Chongwen District.; 
2) 394 Zhongtancun, East Xiaokou Town, 
Changping District. (139 1135 2069); 3) PJWJ 
103, Huacai Center, 16 Guangshun Dajie, 
Chaoyang District. (136 0115 0326); 4) Daily 
9am-10pm. 1/F, Chuangyijia Carrefour, 6B 
Beisanhuan Donglu, Chaoyang District. 
(139 1055 3427); 5) Daily 9am-10pm. Store 
310, Tongzhou Carrefour, 48 Jiukeshu 
Xilu, Tongzhou District. (137 0117 9323); 6) 
Daily 9am-10pm. 109, Shuangjing Carrefour, 
Jiulong Shangsha, 31 Guangqu Lu, Chaoyang 
District. (139 1016 9259); 7) Daily 9am-10pm. 
107-108, Maliandao Carrefour, 11 Maliandao 
Lu, Xuanwu District. (135 0101 1627); 8) Daily 
9am-10pm. B1/F, 15-16, Zhongguancun Car-
refour, Zhongguancun Xiqu, Haidian District. 
(136 0139 2562) 1) 崇文区东花市南里三区底商

裙房富贵苑家乐福118号; 2) 昌平区东小口镇中

滩村394号家乐福购物中心No.212; 3) 朝阳区广

顺大街16号华彩中心PJWJ 103; 4) 朝阳区北三

环东路乙6号创益佳家乐福一层; 5) 通州区九棵

树西路48号通州家乐福310号; 6) 朝阳区广渠路

31号九龙商厦双井家乐福109号; 7) 宣武区马连

道路11号马连道家乐福107-108; 8) 海淀区中关

村西区中关村家乐福地下一层15&16号  

Salon de France Hair and Beauty Salon 
With a trained team of international and local 
stylists, colorists and beauticians, this salon 
mixes French chic with modern simplicity to 
create a relaxed atmosphere for a wide range 
of image consulting, hair beauty services, 
manicures and pedicures, waxing, facial and 
body treatments, make-up and tanning. Daily 
10am-8pm. Nali Mall, Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang 
District. (6417 3029, 159 0146 0954, 138 1037 
4763, salondefrance.bj@gmail.com) 风色云边

美容美发中心, 朝阳区三里屯路那里市场内

The Spa at Hilton Beijing Wangfujing 
Nine treatment suites, including a Vichy 
shower room where guests can lie on a 
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bed and let the full-body cascade of water 
pulse away all their fatigues and pains. Daily 
10am-11pm. 6/F, Hilton Beijing Wangfujing, 8 
Wangfujing East Street, Dongcheng District. 
(5812 8888 ext 8560) 东城区王府井东大街8号北

京王府井希尔顿6层   

Spa de Feng Men-only spa. Daily 
noon-midnight. 1) C306, Sunshine 100, 2 
Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang District. (5100 1330, 
reservation@spadefeng.com); 2) Binduyuan 
A204, 15 Zaoying Beili, Nongzhanguan 
Beilu, Chaoyang District. (6501 6639, 
reservation@spadefeng.com) www.spade-
feng.com 临枫男士健康会馆, 1) 朝阳区光华路

2号阳光100 C306; 2) 朝阳区农展北路枣营北里

宾都苑204室  

Tai Dian Massage Salon Japanese brand 
with 25 years of expertise. 1) Daily 10am-2am. 
Rm 305, Bldg 6, Jianwai Soho, 39 Dongsan-
huan Zhonglu, Chaoyang District. (5869 8200, 
5869 0707) ; 2) Daily 10am-2am. Bldg 4, Area 2, 
Shuanghuayuan Nanli (100m west of Melody 
KTV), Chaoyang District. (8751 6223) 1)泰殿养

生会馆, 朝阳区东三环中路39号建外Soho6号楼

305室 2) 朝阳区双花园南里三区四号楼 (双井麦

乐迪向西一百米华夏银行北侧)  

TATA International hair salon provides a 
complete range of hairstyling and beauty 
spa services, with an international team from 
England and France, China and Hong Kong. 
Daily 10am-10pm. Workers’ Stadium North 
Gate, Gongti Beilu, Chaoyang District. (8511 
3880) 朝阳区工体北路工人体育场北门

Toni & Guy British international hair salon 
chain. 1) Daily 10am-10pm. 3 Units, 3/F, Tower 
8, South Area, Sanlitun Village, Chaoyang 
District. (6417 4188); 2) Daily 10am-9pm. 1/F, 
Hilton Beijing, 1 Dongfang Lu, Dongsanhuan 
Beilu, Chaoyang District. (6461 8368); 3) 
Unit 303, Tower C Office Bldg, Yintai Center, 
2 Jianguomenwai Dajie, Chaoyang District. 
(8517 1292); 4) Daily 10am-9pm. 4/F Seasons 
Place Shopping Centre, 2 Jinchengfang Jie, 
Xicheng District. (6622 0316); 5) Daily 10am-
9pm. Rm105-106, Block F, Sunshine 100, 2 
Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang District. (6585 9288); 
6) Daily 10am-9pm. 1/F, Oriental Plaza, 1 
Dongchang’an Jie, Dongcheng District. (8518 
2646);  7) Daily 10am-10pm. Units F4-04 & 05, 
ECMall, 1A Danling Jie, Haidian District (8248 
3435, fax 8248 3301) 托尼英盖, 1) 朝阳区三

里屯Village南区8号楼3层3单元; 2) 朝阳区朝阳

区东三环北路东方路1号希尔顿酒店大堂1层; 3) 

朝阳区建国门外大街2号银泰中心写字楼C座3层

303商铺; 4) 西城区金城纺街2号金融街购物中心

四层L404; 5) 朝阳区光华路2号阳光100国际公

寓F座105-106号; 6) 东城区东长安街1号东方广

场汇贤豪庭1层; 7) 海淀区丹棱街甲1号欧美汇购

物中心4层04-05   

Willow Stream Spa Fairmont Beijing, 
8 Yongan Dongli, Jianguomenwai Dajie, 
Chaoyang District. 朝阳区建国门外大街永安东

里8号北京华彬费尔蒙酒店

Wonderful Massage Center Offers a variety 
of treatments, including oil massage, foot 
massage, full body massage and Thai mas-
sage. Reliable services and convenient loca-
tion. Rm 101, 1/F, Bldg 13, West Gate of Central 
Park, Chaowai Dajie (across from World City), 
Chaoyang District. (5243 7258, 133 9161 6582) 
朝阳区朝外大街新城国际西门13号楼1层101室（

世界城对面）  

Yishengyuan-Beijing Health Center 
Services include acupuncture, taiji, qigong, 
yoga and fitness, acu-facials, massage and 
diet, diagnosis and treatment by famous TCM 
physicians, and Daoland dynamic fitness. 
Mon-Wed, Sat-Sun 8.30am-5.30pm, Thu-Fri 
8.30am-9.30pm. 8 Fangjiayuan Hutong, 
Chaoyangmennei Nanxiaojie, Dongcheng 
District. (6514 0806) http://english.hcpcm.
com 颐生院-中医养生保健, 东城区朝阳门内南

小街大方家胡同芳嘉园甲8号

BODY & HEALTH PRODUCTS
Elite Nutrition Center Exclusive retailer 
for hundreds of imported health goods. 1) 
Daily 7am-10pm. D-Space, Bldg 7, Richmond 
Park, 9 Fangyuan Xili, Jiangtai Lu, Chaoyang 
District. (8457 8258, info@chinaenc.com.
cn); 2) Mon-Fri 10am-8pm, Sat-Sun 10.30am-
7.30pm. Unit 0159A, Bldg C, Chaowai Soho, 6 
Chaoyangmenwai Dajie, Chaoyang District. 
(5900 4538, info@chinaenc.com.cn) www.
chinaenc.com.cn  盈奥营养中心, 1) 朝阳区将

台路芳园南里9号院7号楼; 2) 朝阳区朝阳门外大

街6号朝外SohoC座0159A

Creation Tattoo Tattooing, body piercing, 
microdermal treatments and tattoo removal. 
Daily 11am-8pm. Rm 4309, 3/F, Bldg 4, Jianwai 
Soho, 39 Dongsanhuan Zhonglu, Chaoyang 
District. (5869 1886, contact@tianxiciqing.
com) www.tianxiciqing.com 天喜�青, 朝阳区

朝阳区东三环中路39号建外Soho4号楼3层4309号

BOUTIQUE & SPECIALTY SHOPS
Alexander McQueen Legendary British fash-
ion house. N2-12/22, Sanlitun Village North, 11 
Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang District. 朝阳区三里屯

路11号Village北区N2-12/22 

Atelier 21 Studio housing the latest creations 
by up-and-coming French designers ben-
edicte b-f (home furnishings and accessories) 
and Fanny (jewelry). Tue-Thur 10am-3pm. 
Rm 2102, Bldg A, Landscape, Jiangtai Xilu, 
Chaoyang District. (150 0110 0360) www.
benedictebf.com 朝阳区将台西路风景线公寓

A座2102室  

Bye Bye Disco A haven for fans of the past. 
Daily 11am-10pm. 38-2 Nanluogu Xiang, 
Dongcheng District. (6402 5581) 东城区南锣

鼓9巷38-2号  

D:FUSE Scandinavian shoe brand for wom-
en. Bldg 3, Wangfujing Department Store, 243 
Wangfujing Dajie, Dongcheng District. (139 
1166 2712) www.dfuse.com.cn 东城区王府井大

街253号王府井百货大楼3楼

Deal A wide range of authentic brand-name 
kicks for men. Daily 11am-9pm. 280 Gulou 
Dongdajie, Dongcheng District. (6402 8262) 
www.dealkicks.com 东城区东城区鼓楼东大

街280号    

FEI Space Hipster-trendy Chinese and 
international labels. Tues-Sun 10.30am-5pm. 
B-01, Dashanzi 798 Art District, 4 Jiuxianqiao 
Lu, Chaoyang District. (5978 9580) 朝阳区酒仙

桥路4号798艺术区B-01 

H&M Fast-fashion at its best. Daily 10am-

10pm. 1) Xidan Joy City, 131 Xidan Beidajie, 
Xicheng District. (6706 0508); 2) Glory Mall, 
18 Chongwenmen Dajie, Chongwen District. 
(6715 6676); 3) Raffles City, 1 Dongzhimen 
Nandajie, Dongcheng District. (8409 4199); 
4) Oumeihui Shopping Mall, A1 Danling Jie, 
Haidian District. (8248 8976); 5) Qianmen 
Avenue Store, Building A16, Qianmen Dajie, 
Dongcheng District. (6706 0508) 1) 西城区西

单北大街131号西单大悦城; 2) 崇文区崇文门大

街18号国瑞城; 3) 东城区东直门南大街1号来福

士广场; 4) 海淀区丹棱街甲1号欧美汇购物中心  

Hogan Part of the Tod's footwear empire. 
Shop 121A-B, China World Shopping Mall, 
1 Jianguomenwai Dajie, Chaoyang District. 
www.hogan.com 朝阳区建国门外大街1号国贸

商一层121A-B  

Huge Wave An unparalleled resource for 
designer shoes for cheap. Daily 11am-11pm. 
3003/3028, 3.3 Shopping Mall, 33 Sanlitun Bei-
jie, Chaoyang District. (5136 5759) 巨浪鞋业, 

朝阳区三里屯北街33号3.3服饰大厦3003/3028室  

Lane Crawford Luxury brand department 
store from Hong Kong. Daily 10am-9pm. L130, 
Seasons Place, 2 Jinchengfang Jie, Financial 
Street, Xicheng District. (6622 0808)  西城区金

融街金城坊街2号金融街购物中心L130 

LMC High-end womenswear boutique 
founded by three Hong Kong designers. Daily 
11am-10pm. 2/F, Shop 2, Hairun International 
Apartment, 2A Jiangtai Lu, Chaoyang District. 
(5135 7184) 朝阳区将台路2号海润国际公寓商

业2号2层  

Maison Martin Margiela Renowned for 
its clean minimalistic aesthetic. Bldg N2-18 
& 28, Sanlitun Village North, 11 Sanlitun Lu, 
Chaoyang District. 朝阳区三里屯路11号三里屯

Village北区N2-18 & 28  

Marni This young Italian fashion house offers 
beautiful, eclectic designs. Daily 9.30am- 
9.30pm. 1) Building N2-16 & 26, Sanlitun Vil-
lage North, 11 Sanlitun Lu, Chaoyang District.; 
2) SB109, B1/F, China World Shopping Mall, 
1 Jianguomenwai Dajie, Chaoyang District. 
(6505 0708) 1) 朝阳区三里屯路11号三里屯Vil-

lage北区N2-16 & 26; 2) 朝阳区建国门外大街

1号国贸商城地下1层SB109  

The Monocle Shop The retail extension of 
the super-stylish travel and lifestyle maga-
zine, Monocle. Daily 9am-11pm. Inside Royal 
Smushi House. 8 Dongzhimenwai Dajie, 
Chaoyang District. 朝阳区东直门外大街8号  

NLGX Design Store A Beijing-based 
independent apparel brand and design com-
munity. Sun-Thu 9.30am-10pm, Fri-Sat 11am-
midnight. 33 Nanluogu Xiang, Dongcheng 
District. (6404 8088) www.nlgx.org 东城区南

锣鼓巷33号  

Specialized One of the world’s leading 
bicycle brands. Ding 113, Xinjiekou Nandajie, 
Xicheng District. (6656 2246) www.s-riders.
com 西城区新街口南大街丁113  

Steve Madden American footwear chain 
Steve Madden. Daily 10am-10pm. BB70, 8/1F, 
The Malls at Oriental Plaza, Wangfujing Dajie, 
Dongcheng District. (8518 8987) 东城区东城区

王府井大街东方新天地地下一层BB70  

Tiger Vintage One of the better vintage 
shops around town, with a superior selec-
tion of leather jackets, retro midi dresses 
and faded tees. Daily 11am-10pm. 62 Gulou 
Dongdajie, Dongcheng District. 虎古着屋, 东

城区鼓楼东大街62号  

Vintage Style This store revels in the es-
sence of secondhand. Daily 10am-8pm. 195-1 

Gulou Dongdajie, Dongcheng District. (136 
8338 6562) shop34334999.taobao.com 古着

热, 东城区鼓楼东大街195-1  

Zara 1) Unit 63-65, Viva Plaza, Fulicheng, 
Zhong Dongsanhuan Lu, Chaoyang District.; 
2) Mon-Thu 11am-9pm, Fri-Sun 11am-10pm. 
1B1-6, Solana, 6 Chaoyang Gongyuan Lu, 
Chaoyang District. (5905 6100); 3) Daily 10am-
10pm. The Place, 9A Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang 
District. (6587 1341/49); 4) Daily 10am-10pm. 
Joy City, 131 Xidan Beidajie, Xicheng District. 
(5971 6350) www.zara.com 1) 朝阳区东三环双

井富力城63-65号; 2) 朝阳区朝阳公园路6号蓝色

港湾国际商区1B1-6; 3) 朝阳区光华路甲9号世

贸天阶; 4) 西城区西单北大街131号大悦城  

HOME DECOR  
 Casa Pagoda Belgian-run furniture 
company combines classic European flair 
with Asian influences to create high-quality, 
environmentally-friendly furniture. Mon-
Sat 10am-8pm, Sun 11am-8pm. 6 Sanlitun 
Nanlu, Chaoyang District. (6591 3491) www.
casapagoda.com 朝阳区三里屯南路6号  

IQ Air While little can be done about outdoor 
air pollution, you can certainly make a differ-
ence with the air you breathe in your home or 
office. IQAir has been the top-rated air purifier 
brand for more than a decade. The Health 
Pro 250 is their most popular product and is 
considered by most to be the best all-around 
air cleaning system available. With their Hy-
perHEPA technology, you are guaranteed near 
perfect levels of efficiency for the life of your 
machine. IQAir China specializes in bringing 
clean air solutions to both residential and 
commercial users. 1) 5/F, Household Appliance 
Area, Youyi Shopping City, 52 Liangmaqiao Lu, 
Chaoyang District. (158 0136 1601, info@iqair-
china.com); 2) 5/F, Shin Kong Place, 87 Jianguo 
Lu, Chaoyang District. (5738 2401, info@iqair-
china.com); 3) Rm 2201, Air China Plaza, 36 
Xiaoyun Lu, Chaoyang District. (8447 5800, 
400 650 1266, info@iqair-china.com); 4) 4/F, 
417 Seasons Place, 2 Jinchengfang Jie, Xicheng 
District. (6622 0179, info@iqair-china.com); 5) 
4/F, Europlaza, 99 Yuxiang Lu, Tianzhu, Shunyi 
District. (6457 1922, info@iqair-china.com) 
www.iqair-china.com 1) 朝阳区亮马桥路52号

燕莎友谊商城5层; 2) 朝阳区建国路87号新光天

地5层生活家电区; 3) 朝阳区霄云路36号国航大

厦2201-02室; 4) 西城区金城坊街金融街417号

四层; 5) 顺义区天竺镇裕翔路99号欧陆广场4层  

Lily’s Antiques Furniture The most famous 
furniture dealer in Beijing, renowned for its 
authentic antiques and reproductions. 1) 
Daily 8.30am-6pm. Gaobeidian Showroom, 69 
Gaobeidian Furniture Street, Chaoyang Dis-
trict. Contact Lily Quan (138 0139 6309) (8579 
2458, 6572 9746); 2) Visit by Appointment. 
Factory and Warehouse Address, Baimiao 
industry area, Songzhuang town, Tongzhou 
District. Contact Lily Quan (138 0139 6309) 
(138 0139 6309) www.lilysantiques.com 华伦

古典家具, 1) 朝阳区高碑店家俱一条街69号; 2) 

通州区工厂地址,通州区宋庄镇白庙村工业大院 

DEC 31: NOVA NEW YEAR’S EVE
It looks like Darren Emerson hasn’t left the Underworld behind.

DIRECTORY / STYLE

TAKE 5

NEW YEAR  
PARTIES
GENESIS 2012
Acupuncture techs you into the 
New Year. Lantern (135 0134 8785)

HAZE NEW YEAR’S  
COUNTDOWN
Big night, massive electronic 
sounds – it’s going to be huge. 
Haze (no tel)

NEW YEAR’S EVE AT MIGAS
Bottin, Fake Love Music and Funk 
Fever team up. Don’t go expecting 
a rooftop – it’s too cold for that 
now. Migas (5208 6061)

NOVA NEW YEAR’S EVE
Darren Emerson headlines at this 
New Year mega-party. 751 Green 
Zone, 798 Art District (no tel)

YEN COUNTDOWN
Yen, nine, eight, seven ... 798 Art 
Space (no tel) 
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Villa Lifestyles Villa Lifestyles has been serv-
ing the Beijing community for more than five 
years. Providing you with quality name brand 
products backed by great service, they have 
the widest selection of BBQs and accessories, 
the Mosquito Magnet, trampolines, IQAir air 
purifiers, Bissell Vacuums and more. Stop by 
their Shunyi showroom or visit their website 
to have a look at what's new. 4/F, Europlaza, 
99 Yuxiang Lu, Tianzhu Town, Shunyi District. 
(8046 1260, 6457 1922, info@villalifestyles.cn) 
www.villalifestyles.cn 顺义区天竺镇裕翔路99号

欧陆广场4层

ARTS & CULTURE
BOOKSTORES

The Bookworm 1) Mon-Sat 8am-8pm, Sun 
8am-5pm. First courtyard, Hegezhuang 
Village, Shunyi District. (6431 2108, 
books@beijingbookworm.com); 2) Daily 9am-
2am. Courtyard 4, Gongti Beilu, Chaoyang 
District. (6586 9507) 书虫书吧, 1) 顺义区崔各庄

乡，何各庄村一号院; 2) 朝阳区工体北路4号院 

CINEMAS
Broadway Cinematheque MOMA (BC 
MOMA) North area of Dongzhimen MOMA, 
1 Xiangheyuan Lu, Dongzhimen, Chaoyang 
District. (8438 8258) www.sagacinema.com 当
代MOMA百老汇电影中心, 朝阳区东直门香河园

路1号, 万国城北区（二环路东北角）  

GALLERIES
Alexander Ochs Gallery Tues-Sun 10am-
6pm. (Will be closed for Summer Aug 1-22.) 255 
Caochangdi, Jichang Fulu, Chaoyang District. 
(8456 2054, info@alexanderochs-galleries.de) 
www.alexanderochs-galleries.com

Alliance Française de Pekin 1) 103 Desh-
engmennei Dajie, Xihai, Xicheng District. (6404 
2643); 2) Rm 421, Block 2, Beijing Language 
and Culture University, 15 Xueyuan Lu, Haidian 
District. (8230 3619); 3) 18 Gongti Xilu, Guang-
cai International Mansion, Chaoyang District. 
(6553 2678) 北京法语培训中心, 1) 西城区德胜

门内大街103号; 2) 海淀区学院路15号北京语言

文化大学教学2号楼421室; 3) 朝阳区工体西路

18号光彩国际公寓

Arario Beijing Tue-Sun 10am-7pm. Inside 
Chaoyang Liquor Factory, Beihuqu, An-
waibeiyuan, Chaoyang District. (5202 3800, 
info@arariobeijing.com) www.arariobeijing.
com 朝阳区安外北苑北湖渠朝阳酒艺术园   

Art Base 1 Area D, Shunbai Lu, Hegezhuang 
Village, Cuigezhuang, Chaoyang District. (6433 
6920) 一号地国际艺术区, 朝阳区崔各庄乡合各庄

村顺白路一号地国际艺术园D区

Beijing Center for the Arts Daily 10am-
10pm. 23, Qianmen Dongdajie, Dongcheng 
District. (6559 8008) 天安时间当代艺术中心, 东

城区前门东大街23号  

Chambers Fine Art Tue-Sun 10am-6pm. 
Red No.1-D, Caochangdi, Chaoyang District. 
(5127 3298, bj@chambersfineart.com) www.
chambersfineart.com 前波画廊, 朝阳区草场

地红一号D座 

Galerie Paris-Beijing Mon-Sun 11am-7pm. 
798 Dashanzi Art District, 4 Jiuxianqiao Lu, 
Chaoyang District, Chaoyang District. (5978 
9262, galerieparisbeijing@gmail.com)  巴黎�北

京画廊, 朝阳区朝阳区酒仙桥路4号大山子艺术区

Galerie Urs Meile Lucerne-Beijing Tue-
Sun 11am-6.30pm. 104 Caochangdi Village, 
Cuigezhuang, Chaoyang District. (6433 3393, 
fax 6433 0203) www.galerieursmeile.com 麦勒

画廊, 朝阳区草场地村104号

Green T. House Gallery 1) Daily 11.30am-
11.30pm. 318 Hegezhuang Village, 
Cuigezhuang, Chaoyang District. (8456 4922 
ext 8); 2) Daily 10.30am-2.30pm, 6pm-mid-
night. 6 Gongti Xilu, Chaoyang District. (6552 
8310/8311) www.greenteahouse.com.cn 紫云

轩, 1) 朝阳区崔各庄乡合各庄村318号; 2) 朝阳

区工体西路6号

Instituto Cervantes 1A Gongti Nanlu, 
Chaoyang District. (5879 9666) www.pekin.
cervantes.es 北京塞万提斯学院, 朝阳区工体

南路甲1号

Long March Space Tue-Sun 11am-
7pm. Dashanzi art district, 4 Jiuxian-
qiao Lu, Chaoyang District. (5978 9768, 
lm@longmarchspace.com) www.longmarch-
space.com 长征空间, 朝阳区大山子艺术区  

O Gallery 9/F HuaLi Dasha, 58 JinBao Jie, 
Dongcheng District. (8520 6000) 奥美零空间画

廊, 东城区金宝街58号华丽大厦9层

Pekin Fine Arts Wed-Sun 10am-6pm. 
241,Caochangdi,  Cuigezhuang,, Chaoyang 
District. (5127 3220) www.pekinfinearts.com 
艺门画廊, 朝阳区崔各庄乡草场地村241号  

Red Gate Gallery Daily 9am-5pm. 1/F & 4/F, 
Dongbianmen Watchtower, Chongwenmen 
Dongdajie, Chongwen District. (6525 1005) 
www.redgategallery.com 红门画廊, 崇文区崇

文门东大街东便门角楼楼上

Three Shadows Photography Art 
Centre Tue-Sun 10am-6pm. 155 East End 
Art, Caochangdi Village (Next to Platform 
China), Chaoyang District. (6432 2663) www.
threeshadows.cn 三影堂摄影艺术中心, 朝阳区

草场地艺术东区155号(站台中国旁)

Where Where Art Space 319-1 East End 
Art (Zone A), Caochangdi Village, Chaoyang 
District, Chaoyang District. (159 1080 3790) 哪
里哪里艺术空间, 朝阳区草场地村319-1 艺术东

区A区内 (机场辅路由南往北五环外第一个路口路

东, 长建驾校对面路口)  

White Space Beijing Tue-Sun noon-6pm. 
Airport Service Road, No. 255 Caochangdi, 
Chaoyang District. (8456 2054) www.alexan-
derochs-galleries.de 空白空间, 朝阳区机场辅

路草场地255号  

MISCELLANEOUS
Landgent Center 20 Dongsanhuan Zhonglu, 
Chaoyang District. (8771 5506) 乐成中心, 朝阳

区朝阳区东三环中路20号  

MUSEUMS  

China Millennium Monument Museum 
of Digital Arts (CMoDA) B1/F, Area A, Bldg 
9A, China Millennium Monument, Fuxing Lu, 
Xicheng District. (5980 2315) 中华世纪坛数字艺

术馆, 西城区复兴路甲9号中华世纪坛A区B1层  

Ullens Center for Contemporary Art 
(UCCA) Tue-Sun 10am-7pm. Dashanzi Art 
District, 4 Jiuxianqiao Lu, Chaoyang District. 
(8459 9269) www.ucca.org.cn 尤伦斯当代艺术

中心, 朝阳区酒仙桥路4号大山子艺术区

White Box Museum of Art B07, 2 Jiauxian-
qiao Lu, Chaoyang District. (5978 4800) http://
www.798whitebox.com 白盒子艺术馆, 朝阳区

朝阳区酒仙桥路2号798艺术区路B07号  

THEATERS
Beijing EE City Theatre 10/F, Joy City, 101 
Chaoyang Beilu (at the intersection of Qing-
nian Lu), Chaoyang District. (5705 0707) 北京蓝

天城剧场, 朝阳区朝阳北路101号(青年路口东北

角)大悦城10层

Beijing Exhibition Theater 135 Xizhimenwai 
Dajie, Xicheng District. (6835 4455) 北京展览馆

剧场, 西城区西直门外大街135号  

Great Hall of the People Daily 8.30am-3pm, 
but closed during government meetings. RMB 
30, RMB 15 (children). West side of Tian’anmen 
Square, Dongcheng District. (6309 6156) 人民

大会堂, 东城区天安门广场西侧  

DIRECTORY / STYLE–A&C

FREE SALT SCRUB!
Readers of the Beijinger get a complimentary sachet of ESPA 
body salt scrub when they sign up for the Festive Package at the 
Peninsula Spa by ESPA during the month of December.
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National Centre For The Performing Arts 
(NCPA) 2 Chang’an Jie, Xicheng District. (6655 
0000) www.chncpa.org 国家大剧院, 西城区

西长安街2号  

Peking University Hall Inside Peking Uni-
versity, 5A Yiheyuan Lu, Haidian District. (6275 
1278) www.pku-hall.com 北大百年纪念礼堂, 

海淀区颐和园路甲5号北京大学内

Plato Theater 3/F, Bldg B, Oriental Media 
Center, 4 Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang District. 
(400 000 0404) 北京戏逍堂柏拉图剧场, 朝阳区

光华路4号东方梅地亚中心B座三层 

Tianqiao Acrobatics Theater 95 Tianqiao 
Shichang Lu (east end of Beiwei Lu, opposite 
Tianqiao Theater), Xuanwu District. (6303 
7449) 天桥杂技剧场, 宣武区北纬路东口天桥市

场街95号  

Trojan House Theater 22 International Art 
Street, Pingod, 32 Baiziwan Lu, Chaoyang 
District, Chaoyang District. (5711 0860/5711 
2128) 木马剧场, 朝阳区朝阳区百子湾路32号

22院街艺术区 

SPORTS
FOOTBALL

ClubFootball 9am-6pm. Unit A212, Door 3, 
A1 Zone, Huadeng Building, 14 Jiuxianqiao 
Lu, Chaoyang District. (5130 6893/4/5/6, 
coaching@wanguoqunxing.com) www.club-
football.com.cn 万国群星足球俱乐部, 朝阳区酒

仙桥路14号兆维华登大厦A1区3门212室    

MARTIAL ARTS
Krav Maga Beijing Daily training sessions, ac-
credited instructors and two studios. (187 1019 
0150) www.kravmagabeijing.com

DIVING
SinoScuba Offers safe, family scuba diving 
services - Underwater activities, including 
swimming with dolphins and full certifica-
tion courses. Classes available in Chinese and 
English (135 0116 3629, steven@sinoscuba.
com) http://www.sinoscuba.com

LIVING
COMMUNITY GROUPS

The Beijing Guild An informal crafts group 
that meets weekly to knit, crochet and engage 
in other crafts. (contact@beijingguild.com) 
www.beijingguild.com

The Capital Club This private club 
caters to Beijing’s senior business com-
munity. 50/F, Capital Mansion, 6 Xinyuan 
Nanlu, Chaoyang District. (8486 2225 ext 
260, member@thecapitalclub.com) www.
thecapitalclub.com 

Culture Yard A fun environment for locals and 
expats alike to interact. 9am-late. 10 Shique 
Hutong, Dongcheng District. (8404 4166, 
contact@cultureyard.net) www.cultureyard.
net 东城区石雀胡同10号 

Fishbowl Events Social opportunities for 
people to mingle. fishbowlevents.com

International Newcomers’ Network Func-
tion Rm, 3/F, Athletic Center, Capital Mansion, 
6 Xinyuan Nanlu, Chaoyang District. (8486 
2225  ext 110, innbeijing@hotmail.com) www.
innbeijing.org 朝阳区新源南路6号京城大厦康

乐中心3层

VIVA: Beijing Professional Women’s 
Network Career support network for profes-
sional women. (membership@vivabeijing.
org) www.vivabeijing.org

COOKING SCHOOLS
Black Sesame Kitchen Food writer 
Jen-Lin Liu's cooking school. 3 Heizhima 
Hutong, Dongcheng District. (136 9147 4408, 
blacksesamekitchen@gmail.com) www.black-
sesamekitchen.com 东城区黑芝麻胡同3号  

The Hutong Informal cooking school that 
also offers workshops focused on intercultural 
friendship and learning. 1 Jiudaowan Zhongx-
iang Hutong (southeast of Beixinqiao subway 
station), Dongcheng District. (6404 3355, 
info@the-hutong.com) www.thehutong.com 
东城区九道湾中巷胡同1号(北新桥地铁站东南边) 

EDUCATION
The British School of Beijing Provides a 

traditional education based on the English Na-
tional Curriculum and prepares pupils for GCSE 
and A Levels. South Side, 9 Anhua Lu, Shunyi 
District. (8047 3588, admissions@britishschool.
org.cn) www.britishschool.org.cn 顺义区安华

路9号南院 

The International School of Beijing (ISB) 
Over the years ISB has gained an international 
reputation for its solid academic programs, 
comprehensive facilities and full curriculum 
catering to all age levels. 10 Anhua Jie, Shunyi 
District. (8149 2345, admissions@isb.bj.edu.
cn) www.isb.bj.edu.cn 北京顺义国际学校, 顺

义区安华街10号  

Mandarin Plus Provides high quality and 
customized education together with unique 
cultural opportunities. Experienced teachers 
will make tailor-made study plans for you. 
B1-535, Sanlitun Soho, Gongti Beilu, Chaoyang 
District. (5785 3361, Contact@mandarin-plus.
org) www.mandarin-plus.org 卓一汇众, 朝阳区

工体北路三里屯Soho, B1-535  

Rutgers EMBA Program Rutgers offers 
a fully accredited 14-month Executive MBA 
(EMBA) program designed for working profes-
sionals who want to remain on the job while 
obtaining a US MBA. Classes are taught in Eng-
lish once a month over a nine-day period, held 
all day on two consecutive Saturdays and Sun-
days, and three hours per night for two nights 
during the intervening week. 5/F, China Life 
Tower, 16 Chaoyangmenwai Dajie, Chaoyang 
District. (5877 1706/7) www.rutgersinasia.com 
新泽西州立大学EMBA项目, 朝阳区朝阳门外大街

16号中国人寿大厦5层  

MEDICAL SERVICES 

21st Century Health Care - Beijing Glory 
Clinic Glory Clinic was established in 1998 
and offers high standard, integrative preven-
tive health screenings and medical care in a 
quiet and comfortable environment. Interna-
tionally trained doctors and nurses provide 
care for internal medicine, surgery, gynecol-
ogy, dentistry, pediatrics, ENT, immunization, 
ophthalmology, Traditional Chinese Medicine 
and specialist appointment.  The health 
screening department offers comprehensive 
customized health screenings for individu-
als and corporate clients. Direct billing with 
international insurers is provided.  Languages 
spoken: English, Japanese, Korean, German, 
Chinese. Mon-Fri 8am-7pm, Sat-Sun 9am 
- 6pm; 24 hour house call service. 40 Liangma-
qiao Lu, Chaoyang District. (84446168(Eng-
lish/Chinese)8444 6160 (Japanese)6468 
6021(Korean)) http://www.glory-clinic.com 

朝阳区亮马桥路40号  

Amcare Women’s & Children’s Hospital 
Offers high-quality medical services with a 
focus on maternity care, women’s health and 
pediatrics. Foreign language support program 
available on request. 8am-4.30pm. 9 Fangyuan 
Xilu, Chaoyang District. (6434 2388 24hr hot-
line, 800 610 6200) www.amcare.com.cn 北京美

中宜和妇儿医院, 朝阳区朝阳区芳园西路9号

Bayley & Jackson Medical Center Provides 

comprehensive medical and dental services 
with English-speaking staff. Onsite radiology, 
laboratory and pharmacy service. Mon-Fri 
9am-6pm, Sat 9am-5.30pm. 7 Ritan Donglu, 
Chaoyang District. (8562 9998, after-hours 
emergencies 8562 9990, billing@ikang.com) 
www.bjhealthcare.com 庇利积臣医疗中心, 朝

阳区日坛东路7号    

Beijing DCN Orthopedic Hospital Medical 
service provider cooperating with international 
healthcare insurance companies and offering a 
broad range of both inpatient and outpatient 
expert services in orthopedic surgery, spine 
surgery, sport medicine, trauma and fracture 
care, and rehabilitation. Daily 24hrs (includes 
clinical and pharmacy services). 19A, Fushi Lu, 
Haidian District. (5271 3366) www.dcn.org.cn 
北京德尔康尼骨科医院, 海淀区阜石路甲19号

Beijing Intech Eye Hospital Fifteen years 
of eye care experience, including emergency 
treatment, telephone consultations, laser 
vision corrective surgery and preventative 
care. On-site shop sells frames and lenses. The 
VIP clinic has English-speaking staff, many of 
whom trained overseas. Offers direct billing to 
many international insurance companies. Daily 
8.30am-4.30pm. 1/F, 4-5/F, Panjiayuan Plaza, 
12 Panjiayuan Nanli, Chaoyang District. (6771 
5558, customerservice@intecheye.com) www.
intecheye.com 英智眼科医院, 朝阳区潘家园南

里12号潘家园大厦1层,4-5层

Beijing DCN Orthopedic Hospital A pre-
ferred medical service provider cooperating 
with international healthcare insurance com-
panies. Offers a broad range of both inpatient 
and outpatient expert services in orthopedic 
surgery, spine surgery, sport medicine, trauma 
and fracture care, and rehabilitation. Open 24 
hours a day, including clinical and pharmacy 
services. 19 Fushi Lu, Haidian District. (5271 
3366, 5271 3366 (fax), health@dcn.org.cn) 
www.dcn.org.cn 德尔康尼骨科医院版权所有, 

海淀区阜石路19号  

Beijing International SOS Clinic One of 
the world’s leading international healthcare, 
medical and security assistance company with 
66% of the world’s Fortune 500 companies 
choosing International SOS. Since 1989, 
International SOS has led international-stand-
ard medical care in China, with a 24/7 alarm 
center hotline, a dedicated air ambulance, 
four international quality clinics staffed with 
expat and foreign doctors and 200+ network 
of medical service partners. International 
SOS Beijing clinic is the city’s leading fam-
ily practice and specialist services clinic, 
represented by 15 nationalities, including 
English, French, Japanese, German, Spanish, 
Korean and Chinese-speaking doctors. 
Offers 24/7 Emergency Services, GP, Pedi-
atrics, Gynecology, specialists, Pharmacy, 
Psychology, Physiotherapy, Dentistry and 
Orthodontics, Optometry. Mon-Fri 8am-8pm, 
Sat-Sun 8am-6pm. Suite 105, Wing 1, Kunsha 
Building, 16 Xinyuanli, Chaoyang District. 
(Clinic: 6462 9112, 24hr hotline 6462 9100, 
china.inquiries@internationalsos.com) www.
internationalsos.com 北京国际救援中心, 朝阳

区新源里16号琨莎中心1座105室  

Beijing New Century Harmony Pediatric 
Clinic  As a satellite clinic of renowned Beijing 
New Century International Children’s Hospital, 
Beijing New Century Harmony Pediatric Clinic 
has a strong team of experienced pediatricians 
and nurses from China and overseas. Harmony 
Pediatric Clinic provides a full range of multi-
lingual healthcare services on a 7x24basis 
(7x12. 9am to 9pm during soft opening period). 
K-01, Bldg 19, Harmony Business Center, Liyuan 
Street, Tianzhu Zhen, Shunyi District. (6456 
2599) www.ncich.com.cn 北京新世纪荣和儿

科门诊部, 顺义区天竺镇丽苑街荣和商业中心

19号楼K-01  

Beijing Puhua International Clinic The 

DIRECTORY / A&C–SPORTS–LIVING
free-standing, outpatient and primary/
specialty-care facility of the pioneering Puhua 
International Hospital.  Located near the 
Jinsong Station, the Clinic is open daily from 
0900-1800, and is open for urgent care, primary 
care, family medicine as well as specialty care 
in all essential areas.  Puhua Clinic is unique 
in offering: Chiropractic Care, an American-
Style Eye (Ophthalmology) Dept; and also a 
Podiatry Dept.Direct-Billing with all major 
Insurers; Membership Plan available. Mon-Sun 
9am-6pm. 54 Wusheng Beilu, Dongsanhuan, 
Chaoyang District. (8773 5522, 8911 6665 (24hr 
hotline)) www.puhuaclinic.com 北京普华门诊, 

朝阳区东三环武圣北路54号  

Beijing Puhua International Hospital 
The first International-Standard Hospital in 
Beijing. Open in Beijing since 1994.  Inpatient, 
Outpatient, Surgery, Inpatient Care and ICU 
Services.  English-speaking staff on 24/7 call.  
Wide range of Medical, Surgical and Consulting 
Services.  Direct-billling with International 
Insurance Companies. The reference-level 
Medical Facility in Beijing for all Neurology, 
Neurosurgery and Rehabilitation Issues.  World 
leader & Pioneer in Regenerative Medicine.  
Member of Asia Pacific Medicine (APMG) 
the leading, and the largest, International-
Standard Medical Services Group in Asia. 12 
Tiantan Nanli (800m west of the South Gate 
of the Temple of Heaven), Chongwen District. 
(8911 6665 (24hr hotline)) www.puhuachina.
com 崇文区天坛南里12号(天坛南门往西800米)  

Beijing United Family Shunyi Clinic Pro-
vides easily accessible, high-quality medical 
services and wellness promotion in the Beijing 
suburbs. Family medicine, family counseling, 
physical therapy, pediatrics, integrative medi-
cine and travel medicine services are available 
throughout the week. Mon -Thu 9:30am 
- 7:30pm, Fri-Sun 9.30am-4.30pm. Unit 818, Pin-
nacle Plaza, Tianzhu Real Estate Development 
Zone, Shunyi District. (8046 5432, fax 8046 
4383) www.unitedfamilyhospitals.com 北京和

睦家医院诊所, 顺义区天竺开发区荣祥广场818号 

Beijing United Family Hospital Interna-
tional-standard hospital with inpatient and 
outpatient services. Wide range of medical 
and surgical specialties provided, emergency 
room and ICU open 24 hours. Mon-Sat 8.30am-
5.30pm. 24-hour emergency care. 2 Jiangtai 
Lu (in the Lido area), Chaoyang District. (5927 
7000,  5927 7120 (ER ),  fax  5927 7200) www.
unitedfamilyhospitals.com 北京和睦家医院, 朝

阳区将台路2号  

Bioscor Beijing Clinic International clinic for 
cosmetic medicine, specializing in cosmetic 
surgery, skincare, hair regrowth, and anti-age-
ing techniques. Appointments with an Austral-
ian surgeon and physician available. Rm 1008, 
E-Tower, 12 Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang District. 
(6503 5706/7, beijng@bioscor.com.cn) www.
bioscor.com.cn 澳保加医疗美容诊所, 朝阳区光

华路12号数码01大厦1008室（嘉里中心对面）    

Chiropractic and Rehabilitation Dr. David 
Zhang is an American National Board Exam 
Certificated chiropractic doctor, a Texas 
licensed acupuncturist and herbalist, and a 
specialist in Chinese medicine. He provides 
chiropractic, physiotherapy, and other manual 
therapies for back pain, sciatica, and other 
conditions, as well as acupuncture and natural 
medicine treatments. Tue, Wed, Thur and Sat 
9.30am-6.30pm,. Beijing Internal Medical 
Center, S110, 1/F, Lufthansa Center Office build-
ing, 50 Liangmaqiao Lu, Chaoyang District. 
(6464 9828, 8448 3449) 朝阳区北京国际医疗中

心中国北京朝阳区亮马桥路50号燕莎中心写字楼

一层 S110  

CMS Clinic American cosmetic/aesthetic 
medical services including laser skin  
treatments, hair loss/removal, cosmetic  
surgeries and anti-aging therapeutics for men 
and women. Free consultations available. 
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BeijingTower (Chang’an Club Bldg) 7/F, Suite 
701, 10 Dongchang’an Jie, Dongcheng District. 
(6559 6769) www.cmsclinic.com 北京西美斯

医疗美容诊所, 东城区东城区长安街10号长安

俱乐部7层  

Cosmetic Surgery Center Located in the 
Third Hospital of Beijing University, this is the 
earliest professional department for plastic 
surgery in China. Specializes in cosmeticand 
plastic surgeries. 38 ShangdixinxiLu, Haidian 
District. (8289 0216) www.sar.com.cn 北医三

院上地门诊部医学美容中心, 海淀区上地信息路

38号上地数码大厦B座   

Hong Kong International Medical Clinic, 
Beijing Beijing’s first joint-venture medical  
organization operates according to  
international standards, has a high-quality 
international administration system and highly 
trained medical staff. Daily 9am-9pm (after 
9pm minimal staff on duty). 9/F, office tower of 
the Swissotel, 2 Chaoyangmen  
Beidajie, Dongcheng District. (6501 4260, 6553 
2288 ext 2345/6/7) www.hkclinic.com 北京港澳

国际医务诊所, 东城区朝阳门北大街2号港澳中心

瑞士酒店办公楼9层  

International Medical Center (IMC) Foreign 
doctors are on-site 24hrs a day, offering a wide 
range of medical services, including family 
medicine, psychological services, dental, 
Ob/Gyn, Pediatrics, TCM, etc. English, Chinese, 
Arabic, Russian are spoken. Drop-in service 
for travelers, on-site X-ray, ultrasound, labora-
tory. Daily 24hrs. S106, S111 Lufthansa Center, 
50 Liangmahe Lu, Chaoyang District. (6465 
1561/2/3, 6465 1384/28, marketing@imcclinics.
com) 北京国际医疗中心,朝阳 区亮马桥路50号燕

莎中心写字楼1层S106

New Century International Children’s 
Hospital (NCICH) China’s premier interna-
tional children’s hospital provides affordable 
pediatric care at international standards. 
Claims to have Beijing’s most qualified doctors 
and nurses, with private, safe family rooms and 
imported state-of-the-art equipment. Their 
English-speaking staff offer a full range of chil-
dren’s healthcare services. Daily 8am-5pm (full 
services), daily 24hrs (A+E services). 56 Nanlishi 
Lu (next to the east gate of the Beijing Chil-
dren’s Hospital), Xicheng District. (6802 5588) 
www.ncich.com.cn 北京新世纪国际儿童医院, 

西城区南礼士路56号 (北京儿童医院东门南侧)  

Vista Medical Center Medical services in-
cluding family and internal medicine, OB/GYN, 
pediatrics, dentistry, ophthalmology, derma-
tology, ENT, TCM, physiotherapy, psychiatry, 
imaging laboratory and pharmacy service. Also 
offers pre- and postnatal care and infant health 
check-ups. English-speaking staff onsite 24hrs 
a day. A consultation with a GP costs RMB 660. 
Direct billing with more than 40 international 
insurance providers. Daily 24hrs. B29, Kerry 
Centre, 1 Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang District. 
(8529 6618, fax 8529 6615, vista@vista-china.
net) www.vista-china.net 维世达诊所, 朝阳区

光华路1号嘉里中心B29   

MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES
Beijing International SOS Clinic Family 
Counseling Center Two counselors offer 
services that include individual therapy, 
couple relations, family dynamics, parent and 
child relations and stress management. Suite 
105, Bldg 1, Kunsha Building, 16 Xinyuanli, 
Chaoyang District. (6462 0333, china.inquiries
@internationalsos.com) www.internationalsos.
com 北京国际救援中心, 朝阳区新源里16号琨莎

中心一座105室  

Beijing United Psychological Health  
Center BJU’s mental health professionals are 
all licensed in their home countries and have 
the credentials to practice legally in China. This 
team is dedicated to improving the health and 

well-being of Beijing’s diverse community and 
practice only the highest standards of mental 
health care. Their very experienced staff of 
multicultural, multilingual psychologists and 
psychiatrists can respond to personal, relation-
ship, family and children’s issues. BJU’s coun-
seling services are available in three  
locations in the city. For further information 
and appointments call 5927 7067. 1) Inside Bei-
jing United Family Shunyi Clinic, Unit 818, Pin-
nacle Plaza, Tianzhu Real Estate Development 
Zone, Shunyi District. (fcreception@ufh.com.
cn); 2) Inside Beijing United Family Jianguomen 
Health & Wellness Center, B1/F, The St. Regis 
Residence, St. Regis Hotel, 21 Jianguomenwai 
Dajie, Chaoyang District. (fcreception@ufh.
com.cn); 3) Inside Beijing United Family Hospi-
tal, 2 Jiangtai Lu (in the Lido area), Chaoyang 
District. (fcreception@ufh.com.cn)  
www.unitedfamilyhospitals.com 北京和睦家

医院诊所, 1) 顺义区天竺开发区荣祥广场818单

元北京和睦家医院诊所内; 2) 朝阳区建国门外

大街21号北京国际俱乐部饭店公寓楼地下1层北

京和睦家健康中心内; 3) 朝阳区将台路2号北京

和睦家医院内  

Vista Medical Center Vista’s mental health 
care team includes a psychiatrist, two  
psychologists and a counselor. They offer 
counseling for interpersonal issues, including 
marriage, divorce and parenting, emotional 
disorders including depression, grief,  
anxiety, as well as stress and anger  
management. They also specialize in  
working with children and their families as they 
navigate expat life in China. They work with 
individuals, couples, families and groups. Our 
counseling services are available in English, 
Japanese, Persian, Hindi and Chinese. Medi-
cal prescriptions are available. Daily 24hrs. 
B29, Kerry Centre, 1 Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang 
District. (8529 6618, fax 8529 6615, vista@vista-
china.net) www.vista-china.net 维世达诊所, 朝

阳区光华路1号嘉里中心B29   

IMC Psychological and Family  
Counseling Services English-speaking Adult 
and Child Psychologist, licensed to practice in 
China, offers individual, couple, marriage and 
family therapy. He also conducts psychologi-
cal, neuropsychological /educational testing, 
biofeedback therapy and hypnosis. He offers 
treatment for depression, anxiety, insomnia, 
eating disorders, sexual difficulties, alcohol 
and substance abuse, ADD, ADHD, autism, and 
learning problems in children. Speaks Chinese, 
Farsi and conversational Japanese. Daily 24hrs. 
S106, 1/F, Lufthansa Center, 50 Liangmaqiao 
Lu, Chaoyang District. (158 0131 9796, 6465 
1561/2/3) www.imcclinics.com 朝阳区亮马桥路

50号燕莎中心写字楼1层S106   

PET CARE/ANIMAL WELFARE
International Center for Veterinary 
Services (ICVS) All services in English and 
Mandarin. Licensed rabies vaccines. Mon-Sat 
8am-8pm; Sun 10am-7pm (by appointment). 
Kent Center, 29 Liangmaqiao Lu, Anjialou 
(shares a courtyard with China Culture 
Center), Chaoyang District. (8456 1939/40/41, 
ICVS_CHINA@yahoo.com) www.ICVSASIA.com 
北京新天地国际动物医院, 朝阳区安家楼亮马桥

路29号肯特中心院子内  

Lee Pet Beijing’s largest pet store, offering 
not only a diverse range of imported products, 
but also in-house grooming, photography and 
kennel services. 1) Mon-Fri 10am-9pm, Sat-Sun 
10am-9.30pm. Unit 3097, Bldg A, Chaowai 
Soho, 6 Chaoyangmenwai Dajie, Chaoyang 
District. (5900 5499); 2) Rm 4119, 4/F, Golden 
Resources Shopping Mall, 1 Yuanda Lu, Haid-
ian District. (8887 0706); 3) B118, B1/F, Longde 
Square Shopping Mall, 186 Litang Lu, Chang-
ping District. (8484 1916); 4) Bldg 4, Landgent 
Chateau, 33 Guangqu Lu, Chaoyang District. 
(8776 9602) www.leepet.com 乐宠, 1)朝阳区朝

阳门外大街6号朝外SOHO A座3层3097; 2)海淀

区远大路1号金源新燕莎4层4119; 3)昌平区立汤

路186号龙德广场地下1层B118; 4)朝阳区广渠路

33号石韵浩庭4号楼4底商 

Lee Pet Animal Hospital Full-service veteri-
nary center. Daily 24hrs. Unit 5-6, 9 Lincui Lu, 
Chaoyang District. (5821 3503) 乐宠丽派特动物

医院, 朝阳区林萃路9号5-6底商. 电话

RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS
The River of Grace Church Sunday 
Services begin at 10am and are open to all 
foreign passport holders. 2/F, Great Hotel, 1 
Zuojiazhuang, Chaoyang District. (6466 1680) 
www.theriverofgrace.com 朝阳区左家庄1号北

京贵国酒店二层  

VOLUNTEER AND NGOS
Bethel China Foundation Provides foster 
care, education and professional train-
ing for Chinese orphans who are blind or 
visually impaired. Doudianzhen Jiaodao, 
Liugu Daocun, Fangshan District. (8031 0383), 
info@bethelchina.org) www.bethelchina.org 
房山区房山区窦店镇交道六股道村  

Chi Heng Foundation CHF provides educa-
tion and support for AIDS orphans in Central 
China and promotes AIDS awareness across 
the country. Rm 801, Bldg 6, Wanda Plaza, 93 
Jianguo Lu, Chaoyang District. (5820 8574, 
beijing@chiheng.org) www.chiheng.org 智行

基金会, 朝阳区建国路93号万达广场6楼801.  

Migrant Children’s Foundation (MCF) 
Seeks to enrich the lives of disadvantaged 
children in China through volunteering. www.
mcfchina.org

Wokai Works as an intermediary for 
microfinance in China. www.wokai.org

Wuxun Education Foundation Dedicated 
to improving the quality of education for rural 
children. (Clare.Pearson@dlapiper.com) 

EXPLORE
AIRLINES

Air Canada Rm C201, Lufthansa Center, 50 
Liangmaqiao Lu, Chaoyang District. (400 811 
2001) www.aircanada.cn 加拿大航空, 朝阳区亮

马桥路50号燕莎中心C201  

Air France Rm 1609, 16/F, Bldg 1, Kuntai 
International Mansion, 12A Chaoyangmenwai 
Dajie, Chaoyang District. (400 880 8808) www.
airfrance.com.cn 法国航空, 朝阳区朝阳门外大

街甲12号昆泰国际大厦1号楼1609室  

Korean Air 901-3, Hyundai Motor Towers, 
38 Xiaoyun Lu, Chaoyang District. (8453 8137, 
40065 88888) www.koreanair.com.cn 朝阳区霄

云路38号现代汽车大厦901-3号  

Turkish Airlines W103, Lufthansa Center, 
50 Liangmaqiao Lu, Chaoyang District. (6465 
1867) www.thy.com 土耳其航空, 亮马桥路50号

燕莎中心W103

United Airlines C/D1, 15/F, Tower A, Gate-
way Plaza, 18 Xiaguangli, Dongsanhuan Lu, 
Chaoyang District. (8468 6666) www.united.
com 美国联合航空, 朝阳区东三环路霞光里18号

佳程广场A座15层C/D1

TRAVEL AGENCIES
Beijing Citybus Tour Service Daily 
9am-8pm. Rm 1207, Scitech Tower, 22 
Jianguomenwai Dajie, Chaoyang District. (400 
650 0760) www.citybustour.com 北京赛笛芭诗

城市观光旅行社, 朝阳区建国门外大街22号赛特

大厦1207室  

Beijing Tourism Group (BTG) 18 
Chaoyangmen Nandajie, Chaoyang District 
(150 1008 9588) www.travelingislife.com 朝阳

区朝阳门 南大街 18号

Country Holidays Rm 2804, Bldg 11, 
Jianwai Soho, 39 Dongsanhuan Zhonglu, 
Chaoyang District  (+21 3222 0616, 
beijing@countryholidays.com.cn) www.
countryholidays.com.cn 朝阳区东三环中路39号

建外Soho11号楼2804

Kingdom Travel Specializes in corporate and 
holiday travel planning and offers airline, hotel, 
car, and cruise reservation services. Staffed by 
professional travel consultants. Apt 718, Bldg 2, 
Guanghualu Soho, 22 Guanghua Lu, Chaoyang 
District. (5870 3388, fit@kingdomtravel.com.
cn) www.kingdomtravel.com.cn 中侨国旅, 朝

阳区光华路22号光华路SOHO 2号楼718室  

Ninety Percent Travel (151 1791 

DIRECTORY / LIVING–EXPLORE
6648, info@90percenttravel.com) 
www.90percenttravel.com

Sunflower Travel Specializes in leisure and 
business travel, offering international and 
domestic trips, and customized trips to create 
a unique travel experience. 22D, Bldg B, Ginza 
Mall, 48 Dongzhimenwai Dajie (8447 6361) 
www.sunflowertravel-cn.com, Dongcheng 
District. (8447 6361) 东城区东直门外大街48号东

方银座B座22D)  

TUI China Travel Co. Ltd. Travel services 
from an international team. Offers city tours, 
tour packages with special interest groups and 
individual travel arrangements all over China, 
as well as to Vietnam, Cambodia, Thailand, 
Malaysia, Indonesia and other Asian countries. 
Unit 921-926, Bright China Chang An Bldg, 
Tower 2, 7 Jianguomennei Dajie, Dongcheng 
District. (8519 8800, private-tours@tui.cn) 
www.tui.cn 途易, 东城区建国门内大街7号光华

长安大厦2座921-926

COVER FEATURE VENUES
China Culture Center (CCC) Kent Center, 29 
Anjialou, Liangmaqiao Lu, Chaoyang District. 
(6432 9341/1041, info@chinaculturecenter.org) 
www.chinaculturecenter.org 朝阳区亮马桥路

29号安家楼肯特中心院内 

Gaobeidian Folk Cultures Street This 
school seeks to promote local tourism as 
well as public understanding of traditional 
Chinese handicrafts. 725 Gaobeidian Village, 
Chaoyang District. (8575 5557, 136 5134 8956, 
ivyhao@gaobeidian.com.cn) www.gaobeidian.
com.cn 高碑店民俗文化街, 朝阳区高碑店725号  

Gift of Hope A social enterprise that is owned 
and managed by people with disabilities and 
empowers the disabled community. www.
giftofhope-ysy.com

Shuiguiqi Traditional Cultural Workshop 
A small workshop in a quiet hutong where you 
can make clay figuring and polymer clay sculp-
tures, tie-dye and embroidery. RMB 30/session. 
Unit 6A, 6 Xisi Beiliutiao, Xicheng District. (6618 
6482) 水归器传统文化手工坊, 西城区西四北

6条6A号  

Tiezhi Lü yitianweizhi@yahoo.com.cn

  
BAZAARS
BOOK BAZAAR
Big discounts on used and new 
books (from RMB 5), plus ginger-
bread cookies. Dec 10. 10am-1pm. 
The Bookworm (6586 9507)

THE HUTONG X-MAS FAYRE
Sample The Hutong’s seasonal 
mulled wine, and shop for a variety 
of gifts and gourmet treats. Dec 11. 
11am-3pm. The Hutong (6404 3355)

BSB X-MAS FAYRE
An action-packed morning of 
balloon reindeers, mince pies and 
mulled wine. Dec 4. 10am-3pm. 
British School of Beijing Sanlitun 
(8532 5320)

HILTON BEIJING X-MAS 
TRAIN AND CHARITY BAZAAR
A lively bazaar is followed by the 
hotel’s annual tree lighting cer-
emony and the launch of its charity 
train. Proceeds support Project 
Hope. Dec 3. 2-8pm. Hilton Beijing 
(5865 5000)

THE RITZ-CARLTON CHARITY 
BAZAAR
The usual Christmas choir, food  
and beverages – but the wares on 
sale are by luxury brands. RSVP at 
131 4619 4850. Dec 2. 5-8pm.  
The Ritz-Carlton, China Central 
Place (5908 8951)

TAKE 5
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New MOMA - 万国城:
Studio, 100m², ¥8,000
2 Br, 140m², ¥13,000
3 Br, 245m², ¥20,000
Sanlitun SOHO - 三里屯SOHO
1 Br, 120m², ¥13,000
2 Br, 150m², ¥19,000
2 Br, 170m²  ¥20,000
3+1 Br, 245m², ¥30,000
3+1 Br, 260m², ¥33,000
International Wonderland - 首开幸
福广场
1 Br, 95-120m², ¥7,500
2 Br, 125 - 140m², ¥10,000
Regentland/Worker Stadium/
DongsishItiao - 瑞士公寓
1 Br, 80 - 95m², ¥9,500
2 Br, 125m², ¥13,000
3 Br, 140m², ¥16,000
Guangcai Int’l Apartment - 光彩国际
3 Br. 217m², ¥20,000
4 Br. 270m², ¥25,000

Dawanglu Area:
China Central Place - 华贸中心
2 Br. 125m², ¥14,000
3 Br. 165m², ¥16,000
Gemdale Int’l Garden - 金地国际
2 Br. 148m², ¥15,000
3 Br. 199m², ¥20,000

Lufthansa Area:
Beijing SOHO Residences - SOHO北
京公馆
1 Br. 80m², ¥13,000
3 Br. 245m², ¥ 25,000
Gemini Grove - 星源汇
1 Br. 80m², ¥10,000
2 Br. 90m², ¥11,000
Courtyard for Lease:
Gulou 6 Br. 400m², roof terrance ¥55,000
Dongsi 4 Br. 300m², ¥50,000

CBD Area:
Central Park - 新城国际
Studio, 75m², ¥9,000
1 Br. 90m², ¥11,000
2 Br. 125m², ¥15,000
2 Br. 130m² duplex, ¥15,000
3 Br. 190m², ¥20,000
3 Br. 220m², ¥ 23,000
4 Br. 265m², ¥33,000
Windsor Avenue - 温莎大道
1 Br. 90m², ¥9,500
2 Br. 158m², ¥14,500
3 Br. 300m², ¥25,000
Fortune Plaza - 财富中心
1 Br. 70m², ¥8,500
2 Br. 140m², ¥14,000
3 Br. 205m², ¥19,000
Global Trade Mansion - 世贸国际
Studio. 80m², ¥8,500
2 Br. 170m², ¥16,000
3 Br. 260m², ¥19,000
CBD Private Castle - 圣世一品
2 Br. 115m², ¥10,000
2 Br. 148m², ¥12,000
3 Br. 170m², ¥15,000

Chaoyang Park Area:
Palm Spring - 棕榈泉
2 Br. 138m², ¥14,000
3 Br. 192m², ¥20,000
3 Br. 218m², ¥24,000
Park Avenue - 公园大道
2 Br. 174m², ¥16,000
3 Br. 180m², ¥18,000
3 Br. 193m², ¥26,000
Oceanwide Int’l Residential District 
- 泛海国际
3 Br. 185m², ¥15,000
4 Br. 245m², ¥22,000
Greenlake Place - 观湖国际
3 Br. 173m², ¥13,000
3 Br. 192m², ¥15,000
4 Br. 260m², ¥25,000
Beijing Golf Palace - 高尔夫公寓
3 Br. 270m², ¥29,000
Star River - 星河湾
3+1 Br. 260m², ¥26,000

CLASSIFIEDS
Commercial and service classifieds cost 
RMB 300 for the first 20 words, and RMB 15 
for each additional word. To submit a clas-
sified ad: 1) e-mail: Phoebeli@truerun.com; 
2) submit your ad directly on line at www.
thebeijinger.com; 3) fax to 5820 7895. Free ads 
will be placed on a space-available basis and 
at the discretion of the editor. Deadline: the 
15th of each month. For more information on 
how to place a classified advertisement in The 
Beijinger call our new number: 5820 7700-822

JOBS OFFERED - PROFESSIONAL

see more at www.thebeijinger.com

International School Admissions Of-
ficer-YCIS
Major Responsibilities:
1. Handling Enquiries
–Answering questions and queries about the 
school over the phone or by email 
–Providing advice on entry requirements and 
programmes offered
–Present the school to prospective students 
and parents during school tours
2. Application Processing
–Screening applications to ensure all entry 
requirements are met
–Arranging interviews and tests with faculty
–Liaising with academic staff regarding 
applications
–Communicating final decisions to families 
and 
–Handling enrollment documentation where 
required 
–Liaising with faculty and families to ensure 
the successful first day of school
3. Data Management
– Ensure all student enquiry and enrollment 
data is updated in school system
– Produce reports and statistics on student 
enquiries & enrollment based on manage-
ment requirements
4. Supporting various information sessions, 
open days, orientation events and education 
fairs with Marketing Department
Requirements and Qualifications:
Requirements
• Dynamic, self-motivated, self-directed 
individual
• Organised with great teamwork and record 
keeping skills
• Excellent communication skills (English 
and/or Mandarin)
All interested candidates to send their C.V. to 
hr@bj.ycef.com 

Professional hair stylists are needed: Ya-
dia is an international hair salon, the company 
is currently seeking creative, professional 
native-speaking hair stylists for its flagship 
store located in Shang Du Soho. Required:
Rich hair- style experience is essential and 
working experience in international company 
is advantageous. Excellent Customer service 
skills. If you are interested and qualified, 
please call 5900 5020 or email your CV to 
hadty0203@yahoo.com.cn.

SERVICES - ACCOMMODATION

see more at www.thebeijinger.com 

Beijing Service Apartment for Rent 
Daily/Monthly/Yearly 
@ Sublet.CN FULL SERVICE:
24H Hotline: 008610-6493-8285, 6491-2993
Email: subletcn@gmail.com
Website: http://www.sublet.cn

Dongzhimen/Sanlitun Area:
Harbor City, Studio, 40m², ¥300/night or 
¥3,900/month;
Seasons Park - 海晟名苑
Studio, 47m² with open kitchen, ¥390/
night or ¥5,800/month;
1 Br, 75m², ¥580/night or ¥7,900/month;
2 Br, 100m², ¥10,000
2 Br, 128m², ¥13,000
2+1 Br, 140m², ¥14,000
3 Br, 160m², ¥15,000
4 Br, 250m², ¥25,000
East Avenue –逸盛阁:
1 Br, 83m², CNY 10,000
1 Br, 100m², CNY 12,000
2 Br, 120m², CNY 17,000

Arkyard Real Estate 
北京方舟雅度房地产经纪有限公司
Hotline: +8610- 8407 7007 / 8407 
2168/13366288719 (24h)
Email: alsd2008@hotmail.com
WWW.ARKYARD.NET 

Apartment for Rent 
Line 2: Dongzhimen / Dongsishitiao/ Chaoy-
angmen/ Andingmen
                      Unit:sqm     Unit: rmb/mon.
1bedroom    46-80           3,500- 5,500
2bedroom    55-90           4,800-6,500
2bedroom    90-120         6,500-9,500
3bedroom    90-150         6,500-13,000
Duplex          120-250       9,500-20,000

Line 10: Sanlitun/Guomao
/Taiyanggong/Sanyuanqiao/Tuanjiehu/
Chaoyang Park
 Studio            45-65           4500-6500
1bedroom     55-120         5500-10000
2bedroom     80-150         7000-15000
3bedroom     120-200      9000-20000
4bedroom     150-300      15000-30000

Courtyard for Rent 
Tian’anmen/Jingshan/Houhai/Nanluogux-
iang/Gulou/Lama temple/Beixinqiao/Dongsi
1bedroom      50-80          5,000-7,000
2bedroom      80-150        7,000-15,000
3bedroom      90-250        9, 000-30,000
4bedroom      120-500     12,000-50,000

SERVICE - AGENTS: REAL ESTATE 

see more at www.thebeijinger.com

Real Estate Law Service
Our experienced real estate attorneys provide 
quality legal services to help foreign citizens 
to purchase and sell real properties in China. 
We also do related litigations. 10th Floor, 
China World Tower, No.1 Jianguo Menwai 
Avenue,Beijing 100004. Tel: (8610) 5706 8302. 
Email: realestate@jtnfa.com. Website: www.
jtnfa.com

JRE Corporate has rapidly expanded since 
its foundation into one of the largest real 
estate companies focusing on residential 
services. We boast the widest range of prop-
erties, the lowest prices and the value-added 
complete after-sales services throughout 
the whole lease term. Tel:5108 8028, 5108 
8048, 13701080877 Fax: 5108 8039 Email: 
Joanna@joannarealestate. com.cn  

SERVICES - BUSINESS CENTER

see more at www.thebeijinger.com 

Regus is the world’s largest provider of 
workplace solutions, with products and 
services ranging from fully equipped offices 
to professional meeting rooms, business 
lounges and the world’s largest network of 
video communication studios. 
Tel: +86 400 120 1205, www.regus.cn
1. Regus China Life Tower: 5/F China Life 
Tower, 16 Chaoyangmenwai Street, Chaoyang 
District. 中国北京朝阳区朝阳门外大街16号中
国人寿大厦5层
2. Regus China World Tower 3:15/F China 
World Tower 3, 1Jianguomenwai Avenue, 
Chaoyang District. 中国北京朝阳区建国门外大
街1号国贸中心3座15层
3. Regus IFC [New]: 10/F, IFC East Tower, 8 Jian-
guomenwai Avenue, Chaoyang District中国北
京朝阳区建国门外大街8号国际金融中心10层

4. Regus Kerry Centre: 11/F Kerry Centre,North 
Tower, 1 Guanghua Road, Chaoyang District中
国北京朝阳区光华路1号嘉里中心北楼11层
5. Regus Lufthansa Center: C203 Lufthansa 
Center, 50 Liangmaqiao Road, Chaoyang 
District中国北京朝阳区亮马桥路50号燕莎
中心C203
6. Regus NCI Tower: 15/F NCI Tower, 12 A Jian-
guomenwai Avenue, Chaoyang District
中国北京朝阳区建国门外大街甲12号新华保
险大厦15层
7. Regus Pacific Century Place: 14/F IBM 
Tower, PCP, 2A Workers Stadium Road North, 
Chaoyang District 中国北京朝阳区工体北路甲
2号IBM大厦14层
8. Regus Prosper Center [New]: 6/F Tower 
2, Prosper Center: No.5 Guang Hua Road, 
Chaoyang District 中国北京朝阳区光华路5号
世界财富中心2号楼6层
9. Regus Financial Street Excel Centre: 12/F 
Financial Street Excel Centre,6 Wudinghou 
Street, Xicheng District 中国北京西城区武定
侯街6号卓著国际金融中心12层
10. Regus Zhongguancun Metropolis Tower: 
7/F Metropolis Tower,2 Dongsan Street, 
Zhongguancun Xi Zone, Haidian District
中国北京海淀区中关村西区东三街2号欧美
汇大厦7层
11. Regus China Central Place [Coming soon]
9/F Tower 2 China Central Place, 79 Jianguo 
Road, Chaoyang District
中国北京市朝阳区建国路79号华贸中心(2号
楼)9层100025
12. Regus Parkview Green [Coming soon]
15/F Office Building A, Parkview Green, 9 
Dongdaqiao Road, Chaoyang District
中国北京市朝阳区东大桥路8号芳草地办公楼
A座15楼100020

S

SBC Business Service (Beijing) Co., Ltd.
Hotline: +86 10 59231166
Http: www.sbc.com.hk
SBC was founded in 1995 as a leading busi-
ness service and company register agency in 
Hong Kong. SBC is your best partner in setting 
up your representative office and in looking 
for instant office or virtual office services. In 
Beijing, SBC provides 52 offices to you, with 
over 2300sqm space. At SBC, our mission is to 
facilitate you to open the door to the world 
of maximum possibilities with minimum cost. 
Top Product: 1. Instant Office, 2. Virtual Office , 
3. Conference Service, 4. Registration Support. 
Add: 11/F, Tower A, Gateway, No. 18 Xiaguan-
gli, North Road, East Third Ring, Chaoyang 
District, Beijing.

Vantone Commercial Center 
provides tenants a fully serviced office and 
conference center environment in the heart 
of both Chaoyang Business District and 
Financial Street. Our center located on the top 
floors of Vantone Center Tower D offers you 
fantastic panoramic views with professionally 
trained staff to support all your daily business 
needs. New World Vantone Business Center is 
ideally situated along the 2nd Ring Rd inside 
a landmark building. In addition, we have in-
house catering available to offer you the con-
venience of hosting events without seeking 
outside vendors. The Center is outfitted with 
high-end telecommunication, conference 
audio, video, lighting and office equipment 
ensuring unsurpassed quality and efficiency. 
www.VantoneCommercialCenter.com Tel: 010 
8804 7200,5905 5905

mailto:subletcn@gmail.com
http://www.sublet.cn/
mailto:alsd2008@hotmail.com
http://WWW.ARKYARD.NET
http://www.jtnfa.com
http://www.jtnfa.com
http://www.regus.cn/
http://www.vantonebusinesscenter.com/
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CLASSIFIEDS SERVICES - AIR PURIFIERS

see more at www.thebeijinger.com 

IQAir: Air pollution is a major environmental 
concern for everyone. The air we breath 
effects our health and well-being. IQAir has 
been providing clean air solutions for more 
than 45 years. With a certified actual efficiency 
of at least 99.97%, our Health Pro 250 model 
has received more #1 ratings than any other 
product on the market. Call today for a free air 
quality assessment of your home or office. The 
IQAir Store: Room 2201-02, Air China Plaza, 
36 Xiao Yun Lu, Chao Yang District, Beijing 北
京市朝阳区霄云路36号国航大厦2201-02室 
Tel: 010-8447 5800 / 5488 Service Hotline: 
400-6501266 www.theiqairstore.com E-mail: 
info@theiqairstore.com

SERVICES - AYI / HOUSEKEEPING 

see more at www.thebeijinger.com 

Beijing Ex-PATS Service Healthy, 
reliable, experienced, English-speaking 
housemaid / nanny. Free agency and 
24- hour English service. Medical and 
Accident insurance covered. EXPATS 
Life Group also serves with Mandarin, 
car leasing, Visa, English-speaking 
driver, driving license, vehicle registra-
tion. Tel: 64381634, 13501237792 ada.
han@expatslife.com  www.expatslife.com

Easy Life-Maid service 
Professional & reliable English speaking maid 
(Ayi) available. Customers’ satisfaction guar-
anteed. Full time & part time. Housecleaning, 
Babysitting, Ironing, Chinese-western cook-
ing, Call 13811227395 www.maidservicebj.
com email: info@maidservicebj.com 

Experienced English-speaking or non-
English-speaking nannies (ayis) with reference 
letter are available for chores, babysitting etc. 
24-hour translation service. 
www.saybeijing.cn  13426362833 

Beijing Sunnyhome Housekeeping Serv-
ice Co., Ltd: Professional team provides relia-
ble experienced Ayi Service, Driver, Car rental, 
tourist information, Theatre Tickets Booking    
( Acrobatic, Peking opera, Kungfu) etc. 
Tel: 010-52884727 13621188413 (24hours) 
Website: www.bjayiservice.com  
E-mail:bjayiservice@163.com 

Beijing Ayi Service Company provides the 
experience and professional ayies (Nanny), 
driver and western cooking chef for foreigner 
families. And teach ayies western cooking etc. 
contact on: 60409096, 13641137690 (24 hours)
email: service@beijingayiservice.com 
website: www.beijingayiservice.com

SERVICES - CAR RENTAL 

see more at www.thebeijinger.com

Beijing TOP-A Vehicle Service Co., 
Ltd
Beijing TOP-A Vehicle Service provides:
*English-speaking driver
*Long-short term leasing
*Airport-Pick up/Drop off
*Sedan, Van and Bus
We, EX-PATS Life Group, also serves 
with Mandarin, housemaid, Visa, 
driver, driving license, vehicle registration 
service Tel: 64381634, 13501237792 ada.
han@expatslife.com   www.expatslife.com 

First Choice Car Rental Service 
Co., Ltd.
* Long term leasing for family or business.
* Short term leasing for travelling, 
   RMB200-RMB800/day
* English-speaking drivers
* Airport-Pick up/ drop off.
* Sedan (Audi, Passat, Elantra etc.), 
   Van (Buick Gl8, JinBei, Ford, Benz), Bus
Tel: 400-004-1199,  
       13810156525(24 hours)
Email: fccars@live.cn Web: www.fccars.cn

Beijing Top Rated Car Rental Service Co. 
Ltd. We will provide you with:
* Long/Short term leasing
* Daily car service
* Sight-seeing car service, Tailor-made car 
service
* Airport-Pick up / Drop off
* Sedan (AudiA6, AudiA6L, Passat, Accord, 
Lacross2.4 ,BenzMB100,Benz Vito,
Hyundai) and Buses
* Native drivers with good English
More information please: Tel.: 86-10-65047266 
/ 65047256 Tel. For free: 400-004-1910, 
13031160727(Eng) Web: www.sxsdcar.com 
E-mail: carrentl@live.com Address: Room 1012 
Huaye Center Building B Mid East 4th Ring 
Road 39 Chaoyang District Beijing 

Beijing CYTS car rental service group
Luxury car rental promotion
Big car rental brand, unbeatable price  
Brand new vehicle fleet, full insurance
Professional, experienced staff, local trained 
English-speaking driver 
Multi-language tour guide 
Tailor-made solution 
24*7 standing by
Contact us for more discount information  
T: 57458067, 13718943926 
info@carservicecn.com  
www.carservicecn.com

SERVICES - RELOCATION FIRMS 

see more at www.thebeijinger.com

Seven Seas Worldwide Save up to 
50%! We’re the first choice when it comes 
to moving baggage internationally from 
one box up to 2M3. We offer a global, 
door-to-door service with prices starting 
from RMB 999 by sea and RMB 1580 by air. 
Call our 24/7 multilingual hotline now on 
400 181 6698 for an instant quote or book 
online at www.sevenseasworldwide.com.

Asian Express is an expert in international, 
domestic, local household goods and office 
moving, storage and full relocation services. 
We have been servicing Mainland China since 
1979, which makes us one of the most experi-
enced moving companies. Call today and get 
an obligation FREE quotation from our mul-
tilingual expat staff. Tel: (010) 8580-1471 Fax: 
(010) 8580-1475 Email: beijing@aemovers.
com.hk. Website: www.aemovers.com.hk

SERVICE - PET CARE

see more at www.thebeijinger.com

Lee Pet PetSmart, America’s largest retailer 
of pet products and services, operates on 
this side of the globe under the name Lee 
Pet. Its Chaowai Soho branch is now Beijing’s 
largest pet store, offering not only a diverse 
range of imported products, but also in-house 
grooming,photography and kennel services. 
Mon-Fri 10am-9pm, Sat-Sun 10am-9.30pm. Unit 
3097, Bldg A, Chaowai Soho, 6 Chaoyangmen-
wai Dajie, Chaoyang District (5900 5499) 朝阳区
朝阳门外大街6号朝外SOHO A座3层3097  
Leepet chain stores’ location: 
1. Golden Resources Shopping Mall 4th 
floor; Suite: 4119 乐宠金源新燕莎MALL店: 北
京市海淀区远大路1号金源燕莎购物中心
4层西侧4119 (停车楼4层E28口) 电话: 010-
88870706
2. Longde Square Shopping Mall  Suite: 
B118,tangli road, Changpin district 龙德广场
店: 北京市昌平区立汤路186号龙德广场地下一
层B118铺位, 电话: 010-84841916 
3. Land gent chateau store #4 building, 
guangqu road, Chaoyang district.  石韵浩庭
店: 北京市朝阳区广渠路33号石韵浩庭04号楼
04底商, 电话: 010-87769602 

4. Leepet animal hospital ( 24 hours)  #9 Lincui 
Street, Chaoyang District 乐宠丽派特动物医
院: 北京市朝阳区林萃路9号院5-6底商, 电话: 
010-58213503 Hotline:  English: 138 1029 5757

SERVICES - TRANSLATION/WRITING 

see more at www.thebeijinger.com 

PrimeTrans 
offers comprehensive translation services 
that help you overcome your business bar-
riers. Quality, prompt and worry-free! 
Call George: 010 81732035, 13501089053, 
primetrans2000@gmail.com

MicroMice Translation, a member of 
TAC(中国译协),provides document& website 
translation, escort & conference interpreting. 
Multilingual, Affordable, Guaranteed Quality. 
Hotline: 400-625-1518, 
www.micromice.com.cn

SERVICES - IT / COMPUTER  

see more at www.thebeijinger.com  

Computer and Email Specialists: Call 
CANDIS for free network security audits. CANDIS 
specializes in office network installation with 
24/7 Bi Lingual Support. Services include 
structured cabling, telephone systems, network 
installation, dedicated broadband and hosting 
services. Tel: 010-6464 0108 www.candis.com.cn

IT is so easy – CenturyTang provide IT 
Outsourcing Service from ¥300/ month 
for enterprise, IT Outsourcing include: 
Server maintenance & troubleshooting; 
PC maintenance & troubleshooting; Soft-
ware troubleshooting & update; Printer 
& Network equipment maintenance; En-
terprise level Anti-virus; Weekly/Monthly 
backup/restore. Contact Eric Wu at 1350 
120 8862 or 010-5979 5301. Website: 
www.100tang.cn

SERVICES - LANGUAGE TRAINING

see more at www.thebeijinger.com

The Pentagram Chinese Language 
Institute (PCLI) 
1. Tailoring made learning plan for VIP.
2. New group class for beginner starts each  month.
3. Key account plan for the companies and 
    embassies. 
4. Varied cultural activities, convenient traffic 
    location and Chinese style classrooms, all 
    this will impress you.
5. Visa service/ free Chinese test and pick-up service 
Order the courses on www.pentagram-chi-
nese.com will get 5% discount!
info@pentagram-chinese.com
Tel: +86 10 6500  5755 Room 301, RuiChen 
International center, No.13, NongZhangGuan 
South Road, Chaoyang District.

MY Chinese Study  Learn Chinese With Fun 
In Sanlitun SOHO! HSK preparation course,10 
days Intensive Survival course, Evening and 
weekend course, Kids Chinese course. 
010-85900698
info@mychinesestudy.com 
www.mychinesestudy.com 

The Bridge School has a history of 18 years 
and 5 locations in Beijing, has been voted 
the Best Chinese Language School in the 
City Weekend reader’s choice survey. There 
are about 100 committed teachers and over 
60 contracted companies/embassies. Our 
own textbooks including memory cards and 
CDs are published by Beijing Culture and 
Language University, and we are the official 
test centre for HSK and BCT exam. There are 
over 4000 worldwide students studying at 
The Bridge School annually. 
Guangming Hotel: Room503, 5/F.
Tel:84517605 Fax: 64680287. 
E-tower: Room903, 9/F.
Tel:65064409 Fax: 65046389. 
Capital Paradise Club: 
Tel: 80466114 Fax: 80461707. 
Riviera Resident Service Center: 
Tel: 84308068 Fax: 84703587
Sanlitun Tongguang Tower: Room 8013, 
Tel 65389422 fax: 65389455  
E-mail:info@bridgeschoolchina.com   
www.bridgeschoolchina.com

Beijing Mandarin School founded in 
1998, and also had the honor to serve over 
50 corporate companies and embassies. 
More than 60 full-time teachers, tailor-made 
textbooks (Practical Spoken Chinese Level 1 
to 5), IPCA training center. Offer Visa service 
and accommodation. HSK group class is on 
promotion, seats are limited, come to get 
more information. E-tower: Room 904-905, 
E-tower, Guanghua Road, Chaoyang District. 
(数码01大厦9层904室) Tel: 6508 1026 Fax: 
6508 1126 Guangming Hotel: Room 0709, 
7/F, Guangming Hotel office building, 
Liangmaqiao Road, Chaoyang District (光明
饭店7层0709室) Tel: 84418391/ 186 1173 6419 
beijingmandarinschool@yahoo.com.cn  www.
beijingmandarinschool.com

Fesco International Teaching Center: 
Mandarin  and Cultural Courses  
85618287 85636133  
www.fescomandarin.com.cn 
yxz@fescobusiness.com.cn
fss@fescobusiness.com.cn

The Frontiers School- Makes Chinese 
Easy 
Founded in 2003 by a team of dedicated 
language teachers, we offer full and part 
time courses as well as programs tailored 
specifically to you or your company’s require-
ments – backed up by after-course support 
and competitive pricing in Beijing’s most 
accessible location. Make the right choice for 
your Chinese Language Journey –choose The 
Frontiers School
www.frontiers.com.cn  Tel: 10-64131548/1547 
Headquarters: 3rd Floor, Building 30, 
Dongzhong St. 
Dongzhiwai St. (next to Dongzhimen subway 
station)
New Location Room 309-3 (Lin Café) SiloCity, 
Chaoyang District,  

New Concept Mandarin School The 
choice of many Embassies and Fortune 500 
companies around China. Discover how 
effective and enjoyable Mandarin language 
learning can be. Proven Methodology spe-
cially developed for Western Expats. Full-time 
professional trainers. In-house developed 
training materials including Online Study 
Tools and DVDs to help you review between 
classes. Take 1-2 lessons per week, or our 
intensive classes when you have more time. 
Private, Small Group and Corporate Training 
courses can be arranged based on your avail-
ability. 20,000 clients have been empowered 
with Mandarin communication skills through 
NCM centers all around China. Call us to book 
a one-hour free demo lesson. www.newcon-
ceptmandarin.com

Berlitz is for people who are serious about 
speaking a new language. Join us for a free 
demonstration ad experience the Berlitz 
Method of over 131 years. Sign Up now! Add: 
Suit 801, Sunjoy Mansion, No.6 Ritan Road 
Contact person: Helen.li@em.berlitz.com  
Tel:6593 0478. Website: www.berlitz.com.cn

CLASSIFIEDS

Have
a classified ad to list?

E-mail phoebeli@truerun.com

mailto:ada.han@expatslife.com
mailto:ada.han@expatslife.com
http://www.expatslife.com
http://www.saybeijing.cn/
mailto:service@beijingayiservice.com
http://www.beijingayiservice.com
mailto:ada.han@expatslife.com
mailto:ada.han@expatslife.com
http://www.expatslife.com/
mailto:info@carservicecn.com
http://www.carservicecn.com/
https://email/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.sevenseasworldwide.com/
mailto:primetrans2000@gmail.com
http://www.micromice.com.cn
http://www.100tang.cn
http://www.pentagram-chinese.com
http://www.pentagram-chinese.com
mailto:info@pentagram-chinese.com
mailto:info@mychinesestudy.com
http://www.mychinesestudy.com/
http://www.bridgeschoolchina.com
mailto:beijingmandarinschool@yahoo.com.cn
http://www.beijingmandarinschool.com
http://www.beijingmandarinschool.com
http://www.newconceptmandarin.com
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xmpp:Helen.li@em.berlitz.com
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PEKING MAN

Rule number one: Don’t queue.
Your best chance of getting a seat is 

being the first person to charge through 
that train door, and being at the back of a 

line won’t help. If you see people lining up, simply 
ask them what scissors do – and then do it. 

If the line has already collapsed into a mass of 
bodies, then push, jostle, climb or crawl your way 
to the front. If you’re not getting dirty looks from 
people around you, you’re doing it wrong.

Once you’ve made your way to the front, take 
the time to purge yourself of all compassion 
before the train comes in. Develop a process. Some 
people visualize the Silk Market or their childhood 
priest. Mine involves votive candles and Wiccan 
magic. Whatever you do, make sure that you are 
not even faintly concerned with the wellbeing of 
those around you.

DID YOU KNOW? Queuing actually INCREASES 
the amount of time you wait.

When the doors open, CHARGE! Force your way 
through the rush of people like a salmon fighting 
upstream to spawn. Once you’re on the train, sprint 
to the nearest empty seat. 

If there aren’t any empty seats in sight, keep 
cool. Resist the urge to yell “Fire!” Instead, move to 
the least crowded section of the train and identify 
passengers who you think will get off soon. Think 
like a criminal profiler by looking for clues as to 
where people might get off. For example:

• Businessmen with a carry-on: Dongzhimen 
or Sanyuanqiao
• Migrants with plastic sacks: Beijing Railway 
Station

• Children and out-of-towners: Beitucheng 
or Tiananmen
• Koreans: Wudaokou and Wangjing
• Poor people: any Line 13 interchange

TIP! Avoid people who are sleeping or 
watching movies on their phone – they’re 
in it for the long haul.

Once you decide on a mark, make sure to take 
up as much space in front of him as you can. You 
can also hedge your bets by hovering over two 
seated passengers. If either gets up, sit down 
immediately.

It goes without saying that if a seat opens up 
anywhere within your field of vision, you should 
race to it regardless of who is standing nearby. 
Once, a woman took my seat while I was in the 
middle of sitting down. I still have her autograph. 
If, for whatever reason, you feel bad about taking 
a seat that someone else has waited patiently for, 
then you have failed to follow my instructions on 
purging compassion. Shame on you.

If all else fails, go up to random people who 
are sleeping and, when the train doors open, 
shake them awake and scream, “Hey, isn’t this 
your stop?!” If you do it right, they will panic and 
run out the door.

Once you’re seated, the game changes from 
acquisition to retention. The biggest dangers 
now are kids, old people, pregnant women, and 
the disabled. (Note: If you are an infant, old man, 
pregnant woman or handicapped, please refer to 
“George’s Guide to Guilting a Seat on the Subway.”) 
Under no circumstances should you make eye 

contact with these people. If you have sunglasses 
or a good Stevie Wonder impersonation, now 
would be the time to use it.

FACT! Bones in children are more pliable 
and heal faster than those in adults. They 
can recover easily from any tumble!

Of course, the only surefire way to prevent seat-
jacking is to be unconscious. So break out that neck 
pillow and have a good nap. If you absolutely must 
read or crochet on the subway, make sure you can 
realistically feign narcolepsy. You know that narco-
leptic dog on YouTube? Study him. Watch how his 
limbs go slack right before his face slams into the 
ground. Become that dog. If you spot a mother 
walking her toddler in your direction, BOOM, 
you’re snoozing. See a cripple inching his way 
toward you? BAM, out like a light. After they pass 
by or some sucker offers their seat to them, wake 
up again. Don’t be afraid to do this multiple times 
on the same trip. If someone calls you out, start to 
object angrily but then abruptly fall asleep.

DID YOU KNOW? Over 10,000 seatjackings 
occur each day – that’s one every 8.6 
seconds. 73% of these thefts are committed 
by elderly people.

If you’ve tried all of the above and still find your-
self standing, your last option is to plop down on 
the ground right where you are, even if it’s in the 
middle of the train. If someone says something 
unpleasant to you, tell them to say it to your face. 
When they stand up, take their seat.

GEORGE’S GUIDE TO GETTING 
A SEAT ON THE SUBWAY

by George Ding






